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Saturday, Geteber 3, 2001

ECSU VOLLEYBALL FALLS IN LITTLE EAST CHAMPIONSHIP GAME

Top-seeded Western Connecticut  sweeps Warriors to win third straight title

DANBURY, Conn. -- Cynthia Socoloskic had 14 kills, eight service aces and eight digs to lead the
Western Connecticut State University women's volleyball team 1o its third straight Little Bast Conference
tournament title with a 30-24, 30-19, 30-26 championship game victery over Eastern Connecticul State
University Saturday at the William A. O'Neilt Athletic and Convocation Cenler.

The win caps Western’s (22-11} third straight conference tournament title and unbeaten scason.
Western won all 27 games against conference opponents this year. Eastern (21-11), the only conference Leam
to reach the final of all seven LEC tourraments, had won the conference’s Tirst four titles. Weslern has
beaten ECSU the last seven times the teams have met.

Top-seeded Weslern had swept fourth-sceded Plymouth State 30-23, 30-28, 30-13 and Fastern had

rallied to ¢liminate third-seceded Massachusetts Dartmouth 22-30, 27—§0, 3():1& 34132, 16-14 in Friday’s
semifinal round.

In Sa_{urday’s final, Western led from start to finish in Game | aller scoring the first four points,
scored six of seven points to break from a 9-9 tic in Game 2 and scored [ive straight Lo expand a 23-21 lead
to 28-21 in Game 3,

Joslyn Wiseman had 14 digs and ten kills in support of Socoloskie for Western while Debra Senior
had ten kills. Jaymie Rosario had 38 assists and 12 digs and was named the tournament’s-Most Quistanding
Player for the second straight year,

ECSU senior Vicki Rondeau (PUTNAM) fed ECSU with 14 kills and a .323 auvack percentage,
junior Kate Edwards (MONTAGUE, MA) adding 13 digs and 20 assists and freshman Jessica
Leifert (WINSTED) 13 digs. As a team, ECSU attacked at only .109, managed a pass percentage ol only
.811 and had only one block.

In Friday’s [live-game comeback win over UMass Dartmouth - Eastern®s 22nd straight win over the
Corsairs -~ Rondeau had 20 kills, a .333 altack percentage, 15 digs and four blocks, senior Christine
Belanger (ASHFORID) nine kills and 25 digs, sophomroe Amanda Sprouse (ASHEVILLE, NC)
nine kills and 22 digs and Edwards 13 dig and 37 assists. Sophomore Kristen Skelly (BROOKFIELD)
contributed six service aces.

Against UMass Dartmouth, Eastern rallied from a 28-22 deficit in Game 4 behind the serving of
Skelly and withstood UMass serving for match point with a 31-30 lead. With the score tied 32-all, Edwards
and sophomore Joli Burleigh (RED HOOK, NY) blocked for the go-ahead point and Edwards ended
the game when she put her tip to the floor. The Corsairs had two opportunitics to win the match when they
held leads of 14-12 and 14-13 in Game 5 hut Leifert served ECSU’s final three points. One of the points
came on a service ace and the other two came on UMass attack errors.

In the tournament, Rondeav had 34 kills, altacked at .329, had four blocks and a .917 pass
percentage, Belanger adding 13 kills, 36 digs and a .943 serve percentage and Edwards 57 assists and 26
digs.

Fastern awaits word on a possible invitational 10 the ECAC Division 1T North Tournament, which
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The Little East Conference Women’s Volleyball Tournament
CHAMPIONSHIP MATCH

£3°Neill Center — Western Connecticut State University - Danbury, Connecticut - November 3, 2001

WESTERN CONNECTICUT CAPTURES LITTLE EAST VOLLEYBALL TITLE

DANBURY - CT - Wesiern Connecticut State University won its third straight Little Bast Conference
Toumnament Tiic with 4 3-0 sweep over Eastern Conacuticut State University ai the O'Neill Conter Sataiday altenoon.

The Colonials 30-24, 30-19 and 30-26 win carned them an automatic berth inta the upcoming NCAA Division 111
Wormen's Volleyball Charopionshipy that begin on Wednesday, Novemnber 7.

Western Connecticut finished a perfect 27-0 in regular and post-season games against LEC opponerts this past

s
’ “Orar team played very well today. Their experience at this time of year really showed on court today,"” said
Western Connecticunt Head (Coach Richard Myers. “"Now we have (o show that we can advance turther into the NOCAA
Tournament.”

The Colonials have made 1t o the sccond round of the NCAAs in 2000 and 2001.

Senicr setier Jaymie Rosario (West Nyack, NY) was named the Toumament's Most Owtstanding Player after
registering 35 sets. 12 digs, four kills and two service aces. Kosario. a two-time LEC Player of the Year, was named MOP
in 2000 as well.

“Jaymic has been one of the best playcrs cvery to play here at Western Connecticut,” added Mycrs.

“She is such a calming force 10 all the players. Nothing seems 1o take her out of her game.”

Cynthia Socoloskie (Levittown, PA) allied a team-high 14 kills along with eight aces and e1ght digs for the
winners. Debra Senior (Croton-on-Hudson, NY) and Joslyn Wiseman (Blue Point, NY) weie credited with §0 kills
apicee. Senior atded seven digs und an ace while Wisciman led the wamn with 14 digs.

Vicki Rondeau (Putnam, CT) led Eastern Conneeticur, 21 -1, with 14 kills on the day.

Joli Burleigh (Red Hook, NY) added eight kifls on 17 attempts for the Warriors. Kate Edwards (Montague,
MA) registered 20) sets and was tops. along with frestunan Jessica Leifert (Winsted, CT) with |3 digs,

Prior w Western Connectivut’s 1un of tiee stiaigld lowrnanent ttles, the Warniors raun ofl « swing of Tour siraight
league utles from 1995 1o 1998, They have finished second 1o the Colonials in ench of the last three yeors,

CHAMPIONSHIP MATCH

Western Conncuticout 3, Basiers Counecticut @
Teoms i 2 3
Eastermn Connecticue {21-11) 24 19 26
western Connecticut £22-11) 30 30 3¢

S0
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The Little East Conference Women’s Volleyball Tournament
SEMIFINALS

O’ Neill Center ~ Western Connectient State University - Danbury, Connecticut - Novembey 2. 20061

STATE RIVALS TC CLASH FOR LITTLE EAST VOLLEYBALL TITLE ON SATURDAY

MATCH ONE

Eastern Connecticnt 3, Uhass Dartmonth 2
MATCH TWO:

Western Connecticut 3, Plymeouth State College 8

DANBURY -1 State rivals wall collide on Saturday when Western {onnecticut State Unmiversily meels up with Lasicrn
Connectieut State University for the 2601 Liule Bast Conference Championship at 12 noon,

Fastern Connecticit came from hehind 1o defear UMass Darimonth, 3-7 in the semifinale of the LEC Women's Volleyball
Championships at the O Neill Center. The Warriors provailed 22, 30, 27.30, 30-18, 34-32 and 16-14.

Eastern Connecticut, 21-10 railed 2-0 bafore raking the third pame 30-18.

In the fourth game, Eastern Connecticul trailed 26-21 before Kristen Skelly (Brookfield. CT) served six stranzht points and
guve the Warmor an odge, 27 26 on their way to u 34-32 win,

In the deciding game. UMass Dartimouth raced o a 13-9 advantage before Basiern sinrmed hack 1o knot the game 3f 14.14
The Warriors would go on 1o scons the next two poims to pull off the thwiller.

Yicki Rondean {Puitnam, CT) led Rastarn Connecricns with 19 kills

Clywistine Brlanger (Aslfond, CT} and Ansamda Sprouce (Ashieville, NC) had 25 and 22 digs, respeetively for the winsers,

Eastern’s offense was controlled by Kate Edwards (Montague, MA) who regisiared 37 sets on the night,

UMass Dertmouth falis 10 24-8 on the season,

Tn the rightoap, hoat Western Connecticut swept Plymouth Swic College in three games, 30-23, 30-28 and 30-13.

In the second game. Plymauth Statg, 17-14, raced 1o a 21-11 lead before Jaymie Rosario (West Nyack, NY) reelad off nine
styaight potits 10 vut Weston's defuat to 21-20. The Coloniuls capped off @ 13-2 run as and wuok 1 24-23 advaniage

The Panthers would kno! the game at 28-28 before the hometowners would put it away.

The Colonfals, 21-11, wers led by Rosario’s 37 seis, five service aces and 18 digs.

Cynthia Soceloskie (Levittown, PA) led Western Connecticud's attack with 16 kills,

Debra Senior (Croton-on-Hudson, NY) and junior Jeslvn Wiseman (Blue Point. NY ) added 10 and eight kills.
reapoctively, Senior was sccond on the team with 13 digs.

Plymouth State was led by Senia Trudell (Somersworth, NH) who had six kills and 22 dips on the aight

Becky Landry (Mashua, NIT) added nine kills while Jessie O Hears (Tilton, NH) ailicd 22 scl assisis,

MATCH ONE

Teams i 2z 3 4 )
astern Connecticut {(21- 19 22 27 30 34 16
TiMass Dartmouth (24-8) 30 in I8 32 4
Sravisties for the Corsairs were not made available.

MATCH TWO:

1eams i p 3

Western Connectivut {21-11) 30 30 30

Plymanth Stare {17-14) 75 R 13

« 30
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Saturday, October 27, 2001

ECSU VOLLEYBALL REGAINS 20-WIN MARK WITH VICTORY

Warriors repeat 3-1 win over Westfield State, end regular season 20-10

WESTFIELD, Mass. -~ Senior outside hitter Christine Belanger (ASHFORD) had
team-highs i kills (22) and digs (14) to power the Eastern Connecticut State University women’s
volleyball tcam to a 3-1 win over Westfield State College Saturday in the regular-season finale.

With the 28-30, 30-23, 30-17, 30-23 win, Eastern (20-10) returns to the 20-win plateau for
the 20th tme in the last 22 years. ECSU had fallen under the 20-win mark each of the last two years,
BHCSU had beaten Westfield (10-14) 3-1 Sept. 29 at the Amherst College Invitational,

In commiting only two errors on 31 attempts, Belanger attacked at .645. In addition, she
commited only one service error on 21 attempts. Senior middle hitter Vicki Rondeau
(PUFNAM) added eight kills, four scrvice aces and three blocks. Freshman outside hitter Jessica
Leifert (WINSTED) had seven kills, 12 digs and four service aces and junior back row player
Carmen Hormaza (GLEN COVE, NY) ten digs. Junior setter Kate Edwards
(MONTAGUE, MA) had 33 set assists, seven kills, eight digs and three service aces.

Eastern opens play in the 2001 Little East Conference playoffs Saturday at 3 p.m, at Western
Connecticut State University. Second-seeded ECSU drew a first-round bye and will play the winner
of a Tuesday first-round match between third-seeded Massachusetts Dartmouth and sixth-seeded
Rhode Island College.

Eastern Conn. 3 (28-30-30-30), Westfield State 1 (30-23-17-23)

E-MAIL molta@easternct. edu
WLEB SITE. http fiwww ecsu. ctstateu. edu/depts/athletics
MAILING ADDRESS: Sports Center, Eastern Connecticut State University, 83 Windham St.
Willimantic, CT 06226
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Saturday, October 20, 2001

ECSU W-VOLLEYBALEL EARNS BYE IN LEC PLAYOFFS WITH WINS
Warriors rally (o edge Plymouth State in five games, sweep Southern Maine

WILLIMANTIC, Conn. - The Eastern Connecticut State Universily women’s
volleyball team rallied from a game down to defeat Plymouth State College 3-2 en route to
two Little East Conference viclories Saturday at Francis E. Geissler Gymnasium.

In a battle of conference teams with onc loss, Eastern (19-10, 6-1 little east) rallicd
from a game down (o post 30-26, 26-30, 25-30, 30-28, 15-12 wins over Plymouth State
(4-2) before sweeping the University of Southern Maine 30-20, 30-24, 30-13 and gain a
bye into the semifinal round of the LEC tournament early next month as one of the '
conferene’s top two seeds. '

Seniors Vicki Rondean (PUTNAM) and Christine Belanger (ASHFORD)
-- playing in the final regular-season home matches of their careers — led the Warriors (19-
10} to their 23rd and 24th regular-season conference wins in 28 tries since the formation of
LEC regular-season play in 1998. Rondeau had 16 kills and 19 digs, Belanger 11 kills and
16 digs. Junior setter Kate Edwards (MONTAGUE, MA) added 38 set assists, 13
digs and six service aces.

In the fourth-game win over Plymouth (14-11, 4-2), Belanger (6) and Rondeau (5)
combined for 11 of the team’s 14 kills and each had five of the team’s 21 digs.

Eastern visits Westfield State College Saturday in the final match of the regular

season.
Eastern Conn, 30 26 25 30 15
Plymouth State 26 30 30 28 12
R.L College 230 30 26 15
Southern Maine 30 19 17 30 10
Fastern Conn. (19-10, 6-1) 30 30 30

Southern Maine (14-11, 1-3) 20 24 13

Plymouth State (14-11, 4-2) 20 30 31 31
R.I. College (10-20, 2-5) 30 26 29 29

E-MAIL: molta@easternct.edu
WEB SITE: http://www.ecsu.ctstateu.edu/depts/athletics
MAILING ADDRESS: Sports Center, Eastern Connecticut State University, 83 Windham St.
Willimantic, CT 06226
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Tuesday, October 106, 2001

ECSU WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL DOWNS TRINITY COLLEGE 3-1

WILLIMANTIC, Conn. -- Seniors Christine Belanger (ASHFORD and
Vicki Rondeau (PUTNAM) combined for 32 kills to lead the Eastern Connecticut State
University women’s volleyball team to a 3-1 win over Trinity College Tuesday at Francis
E. Geissler Gymnasium,

Eastern (17-10) won the first two games by scores of 30-26 and after the Bantams
(11-13) rallied for a 39-37 win in Game 3. the Warriors won the deciding game 30-20.

Belanger led the Warriors with 18 kills and a .317 attack percentage. Rondeau had
14 kills and a 407 attack percentage. Belanger alse had 14 digs and served 27 balls
without an error and had four service aces. Junior setter Kate Edwards
{(MONTAGUE, MA) led all ECSU players with 16 digs and 34 set assists while
freshman Jessica Leifert (WINSTED) had 12 digs, 7 kills and five service aces.

Eastern hosts Plymouth State College (1 p.m.) and the University of Southern
Maine (3:30 p.m.) Saturday at Geissler Gym in Little East Conference action.

-

E-MAIL: molta@easternct.edu
WEB SITE: http:/fwww.ecsu ctstateu.edu/depts/athletics
MAILING ADDRESS: Sports Center, Eastern Connecticut State University. 83 Windham St.
Wiilimantic, CT 06226 '
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Saturday, October 13, 2001

ECSU VOLLEYBALL FOURTH AT SPRINGFIELD INVITATIONAL

Warriors lose in five games to Clark after winning first two games of match

SPRINGFIELD, Mass. -- The Clark University women’s volleyball team bounced
back from a two-game deficit to defeat Eastern Connecticut State University 28-30, 23-30,
30-21, 32-30, 15-10 as the Warriors finished in fourth place at the eight-team Tom Hay
Tournament, hosted by Springfield College Saturday.

Fastern (16-10) had placed second in its four-team pool by defeating Rhode Island
College 30-20, 30-18, 30-25 and Emmanuel College 30-22, 30-27, 30-20 and losing to
No. 7 New England-ranked Springfield College 18-30, 17-30, [8-30. Clark had won two
of three in its pool to place second behind Gordon College. ‘

In the five-game loss to Clark {17-4), which had swept ECSU at the Bridgewater
State College Invitational Sept. 22, senior Christine Belanger (ASHFORD) had 22
kills and {reshman Jessica Leifert (WINSTED) 11 kills, eight digs and four service
aces. Senior Vicki Rondeau (PUTNAM) had nine digs and seven block and junior
Kate Edwards (MONTAGUE, MA) nine digs, four service aces, three blocks and 43
sel assists.

As a team, Fastern had 13 service aces against Clark but had 17 service errors and
15 reception errors.

Belanger was one of seven players selected to the all-tournament team. Tournament
champion Springfield College and runner-up Gordon College had two selections each
while Eastern, Rhode Island College and Clack had one e¢ach.

Eastern hosts Trinity College Tuesday at 7 p..m.

E-MAIL: molta@easternct.edu
WEB SITE: hitp:/flwww.ecsu. ctstateu. edu/depis/athietics
MAILING ADDRESS: Sports Center, Eastern Connecticut State University, 83 Windham St.
Willimantic, CT 06226
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Wednesday, October 10, 2001

ECSU VOLLEYBAELL WINS FIFTH MATCH IN LAST SIX
Warriors sweep Johnson & Wales 30-27, 30-27, 30-20

PROVIDENCE, RI --Senior Vicki Rondean (PUTNAM) served for four
straight points late in a second-game win and the Eastern Connecticut Stat University
women’s volleyball team went on to sweep Johnson & Wales University 30-27, 30-27,
30-20 Wednesday at the Harborside Recreational Center.

Eastern (14-8) has won five of its last six while Johnson & Wales falls to 13-9. The
Wildcats, who have qualified for the last two NCAA tournaments as champions of the
Great Northeast Athletic Conference, dip to 4-9 in non-conference compeltition.

With Eastern trailing 25-24 in Game 2, Rondeau served four straight points as the
Warriors surged into a lead which they did not surrender. In the opening game, junior
Kate Edwards (MONTAGUE, MA) helped rally the Warriors from a 19-14 deficit,
serving the final five points of a six-point run which lifted ECSU into a 20-19 lead.

BEdwards had 4 team-high 22 set assists and also added 11 digs and successtully
served 19 of 20 attempts. Rondeau led ECSU with eight kills, senior Christine
Belanger (ASHFORD) adding seven and freshman Jessica Leifert (WINSTED)
six. Leifert also shared the team lead with sophomore Amanda Sprouse
(ASHEVILLE, NC) with 13 digs and matched Belanger with three service aces. As a
team, ECSU commited only five reception errors and averaged 21 digs in the match.

Eastern plays the {irst of four matches at the eight-team Tom Hay Invitational,
hosted by Springfield College, Saturday at 9 a.m. against Rhode Island College.

E-MAIL: meclta@easternct.edu
WEB SITE: http://www.ecsu cistateu. edu/depts/athletics
MAILING ADDREGSS: Sports Center, Eastern Connecticut State University, 83 Windham St.
Willimantic, CT 06226
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October 4, 2001

ECSU HOSTS 21st ANNUAL VOLLEYBALL INVITE THIS WEEKEND
Warriors face Endicott College Friday at 5:30 p.m. in opener

WILLIMANTIC, Conn. -- Eastern Connecticut State University will be hosting #ts 2[5t annual
women’s volleyball invitational this Friday and Saturday at Francis E. Geissler Gymnasium. The
Crabtree Classic - named in honor of former ECSU head coach Floretta “Pinky” Crabtree, who
retired as the New England leader in coaching victories - starts Friday at 5:30 p.m. and concludes
Saturday with the 3 p.m. championship match.

Eastern and defending tournament champion MIT -~ the No. | ranked team in New En gland -~
will be joined in this year’s field by Babson, Endicott, Plymouth State, MIT, and Wheaton College,

Eastern (9-7) is under the direction of firsti-year hed coach Wayne Sombric and assisted by Beth
Craig and Zach Droesch. Eastern is under the leadership of tri-caprains Christine Belanger
(ASHFORD), Vicki Rondean (PUTNAM) and Carmen Hormaza (GLEN COVE, NY) Eight of this

year's roster players are returning leterwinners.

Rondeau leads the Warriors in kills (166} and blocks (46) and is third in service aces (30) while
junior setter Kate Edwards (MONTAGUE, MA) has a team-leading 130 digs and 313 assists. The
Warriors will be without junior middle hitter Kathy Orloski (WHATELY, MA), who will miss

weekend play wich a twisted ankle, Orloski is the ECSU leader in attack perentage (304} and is second
i kills (117) and blocks {45).

Fastern, locking to win its first title in this tournament since 1982, opens play Friday at 5:30
against Endicott before meeting Wheaton at 7:30.

TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE

Friday
5:30 p.mu.: Fastern Conn. vs. Endicott ® Whearon vs. Babson » MIT vs, Lasell
7:30 pumn.: Eastern Conn. vs. Wheaton © Babson vs. Endicott ® Plymouth Srare vs. MIT

_ Saturday:

9 a.m.: Eastern Conn. vs. Babson ® Whearon vs. Endicors * Lasell vs. Plymouth Stare
11 am.: Elimination play

I pomu Elimination play

3 p.mu Championship match

E-MAIL: molta@easternct.edu
WEB SITE: hitp://www.ecsu.ctstateu.edu/depts/athietics
MAILING ADDRESS: Sports Center, Eastern Connecticut State University, 83 Windham St.
Willimantic, CT 06226
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Tuesday, October 2, 2001

ECSU WOMEN'S VOLLEYBALL SWEPT BY WCSU IN LITTLE EAST

Two-time defending champions defeat Warriors for sixth consecutive time

WILLIMANTIC, Conn. - Two-time Little East Confcrence Player-ol-the-Year Jaymie Rosario had
14 digs and 42 assists 1o lcad the Western Connecticut State University women’s volleyball team 10 30-27,
30-27, 30-24 wins over Eastern Connecticut State University Tuesday at Francis E. Geissler Gymnasium in
the Warriors” home-opener.

In a battle of conference unbeatens, Western (12-9, 2-0) defeated ECSU (9-7, 4-1) for the sixth
straight year - winning 18 of 19 games in that stretch - after the Warriors had won the first 25 matches in
the series.

For Wester, Cynthia Socoloskic, Debra Senior and Bridgit Horvay combined for 33 kills and and a
448 attack percentage. Senior led all players with 17 digs. |

Junier middle hitter Kathy Orleski (WHATELY, MA) led ECSU with 12 kills and a .524 attack
percentage, with senior middle hitter Vicki Rondean (PUTNAM) adding nine kills, six digs and four
blocks. Junior setter Kate Edwards (MONTAGUE, MA) had 26 set assists and a tearn-high 12 digs.
Junior Carmen Hormaza (GLEN COVE, NY) and freshman Jessica Leifert (WINSTED) cach had
nine digs.

As a team, Eastern attacked at only .098, commilling 22 attack errors. _

Eastern hosts its 21st Annual ECSU Invitational -- the Crabiree Classic - this weekend at Geissler
Gymnasium. The Warriors face Endicott College Friday at 5:30 p.m. in the tournament opener.

E-MAIL: molta@easternct.edu
WEB SITE: hitp.//www.ecsu.ctstateu. edu/depts/athletics
MAILING ADDRESS: Sports Center, Eastern Connecticut State University, 83 Windham St.
Willimantic, CT 08226 '
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Friday, Seplember 28, 2001

ECSU VOLLEYBALL DROPS AMHERST INVITE OPENER
Warriors swept by host Amherst Collepe 30-14, 30-11, 30-17

_ AMHERST, Mass. -- The Eastern Connecticut State University women’s volleyball team attacked at
Just .068 in being swepl by Amherst Cotlege in the opening round of the Amherst College Invitational
Friday. g

Ranked sixth in New England, Amberst posted 30-14, 30-11, 30-17 victories to win its | 1th match
ol the season against just two losses. ECSU is 8-5.

Senior Christine Belanger (ASHFORD) led ECSU with cight kills, senior Vicki Rondeau
(PUTNAM) adding five kills and five digs. Freshman Jessica Leifert (WINSTED) had nine digs,
Junior Kate Edwards (MONTAGUE, MA) cight digs and three blocks. Junior Kathy Orloski
(WHATELY, MA) had {ive blocks.

ECSU faces Westlield State at 10 a.am. and U.S. Coast Guard al noon in the tournament.

ECSU WOMEN’S SOCCER HOSTS KEY LITTLE FAST MATCH

Warriors, Plymouth State unbeaten in Little East Conferetice

WILLIMANTIC, Conn. -- The Eastern Connecticut State University women’s soceer team, ranked
in a tie for (ifth in Ncw England, hosts Plymouth State College Saturday at | p.m. in a battle of unbeaten
Little East Conferenee leams.

Eastern (7-1-1, 1-0-1) has beaten Plymouth (4-4, 2-0) by scores of 2-1 cach of the last two years
after the Panthers had won ninc straight in the series. The Warriors, 3-F at home this year, are coming off
Thursday’s 3-2 non-conference win al Bridgewater State. Plymouth had a three-game winning streak
snapped Tuesday in a 1-0 home loss to Salem State. Plvmouth is playing its first road contest alter six
straight at home.

The match featurcs the top four scorers in the conference. A balanced ECSU attack is led by
conference scoring leader Jen Ferrari (COVENTRY, RT), who has ninc goals and 21 points, senior
Julia Neilson (SALISBURY), who has six- goals and 16 points and sophomore Brianne Vernam .
{(MEDFORD, NY) with three goals and 11 points, Sophomore kecper Stacey Schefield
(WOODSTOCK) has started all nine matches in net and has a 1.20 goals-against average.Junior Sandra
Petlick {7-3-17} and senior Carrie Poulin (5-4-14) have combined o score 12 of Plymeuth’s 16 goals.
Senior Becky Kennedy has played all but 21 minutes in net for Plymouth with & 1.67 goals-against average.

-30-

E-MAIL: molta@easterncl.edu
WEB SITE: htip://lwww.ecsu. ctstateu.edu/depis/athietics
MAILING ADDRESS: Sports Center, Eastern Connecticut State University, 83 Windham St.
Willimantic, CT 06226
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Saturday,September 29, 2001

ECSU YVOLLEYBALL SPLITS TWO MATCHES AT AMHERST INVITATIONAL
Warriors defeat Westfield State, lose to Coast Guard to finisk 1.2 in tournament

AMHERST, Mass. -- Scnior Vicki Rondeau (PUTNAM) had 25 kills and attacked at 339 10
lead the Eastern Connecticut State University wmen’s volicyball team to a win and.a loss Saturday on the
second day of the Amherst College Invitational. '

Eastern (9-6) defeated Westfield State College 30-24, 28-30, 30-28, 30-21 and lost to the U.S. Coast
Guard Academy 21-30, 22-30, 28-30 to finish with a win and two losses in the Lournament, Friday, Eastern
was swepl by host Amherst College 30-14, 30-11, 30-17. Amherst won the title with three wins in as many
maltches,

Rondeau and senior Christine Belanger (ASHFORD) each had 14 kills against Westfield (6-7).
Belanger attacked at .522 against Westficld, Rondeau 323 and junior Kate Edwards (MONTAGUE,
MA) .667 on 12 attempts. Sophomore Amanda Sprouse (ASHEVILLE, NC) and Edwards each had
nine digs against Westfield and junior Carmen Hermaza (GLEN COVE, NY) served scven aces.
Agamst Coast Guard (8-4), Rondeau altacked at .360, Belanger .357 and Sprousc .556. Hormaza and
Sprouse each had ten digs, Belanger nine and Edwards seven in the loss.

Edwards collected 54 sel assists in the two matches while Rondeau had 25 kills and attacked at 339,
Belanger 19 kills and a .459 percentage, junior Kathy Orloski (WHATELY, MA} ten kiils and a .600
percentage and Sprousc eight kills and a 438 percentage. As a team on the day, Eastern attacked at 260 but
commited 28 service crrors against only 19 aces. :

Eastern hosts Western Connecticut State University Tuesday at 6 p.m. in a match which [eatures two
unbealen teams in the Little Bast Conference.
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Eriday, September 28, 2001

ECSU VOLLEYBALL _DROPS AMHERST INVITE OPENER
Warriors swept by host Amhierst College 30-14, 30-11, 30-17

AMHERST, Mass. -- The Eastern Connecticut State University women’s volleyball tcam attacked at
Just 008 In being swept by Amberst College in the opening round of the Amherst College Invitational
Friday. -

Ranked sixth in New England, Amherst posted 30-14, 30-11, 30-17 victories to win its 1 Ith match
of the season against just two Tosses. ECSU is §-5.

Senior Christine Belanger (ASHFORD) led ECSU with cight kills, senior Vicki Rondeau
(PUTNAM) adding five kills and five digs. Freshman Jessica Leifert {WINSTED) had nine digs,
junior Kate Edwards (MONTAGUE, MA) cight digs and three blocks. Junior Kathy Orloski _
(WHATELY, MA) had Tive hlocks. '

ECSU faces Westficld State at 16 a.m. and U.S. Coast Guard at roon in the tfournament.
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Wednesday, Septermnber 26, 2001

ECSU WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL SWEEPS KEENE STATE 3-0

Warriors improve to 36-5 all-time in Lilile Fast Conference competition

KEENE, NH -- Senior Vicki Rondeau (PUTNAM) led the Eastern Connecticut State University
women’s volleyball team with 14 kills, a .333 attack percentage, 17 digs and seven blocks as the Warriors
swept Keene State College 30-23, 30-21, 30-19 Wednesday in a Little East Conference match.

Eastern (8-4), a winner of 36 of 41 matches since the beginning of conference play in 1995, remains
unbealen in four conference matches this year. The Owls are 2-9 overall, 0-3 in the conference.

Following Rondeau, who was 5-for-7 without an attack ¢rror in the deciding game, was junior scller
Kate Edwards (MONTAGUE, MA), who had 26 set assists, Tour blocks, six digs and five service
aces. _

Freshman Jessica Leifert (WINSTED ) had cight digs, sophomore Amanda Sprouse
(ASHEVILLE, NC) and Carmen Hormaza (GLEN COVE, NY) adding scven digs cach, The
Warriors had ninie blocks in the match and averaged ncarly 20 digs per game,

Eastern competes in the Amherst College Invitational Friday and Saturday at Amherst, MA, ECSU
opens against Lesley College at 7 p.m.,
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Tuesday, September 25, 2001

ECSU WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL SWEPT BY WESLEYAN U, 3-0
Warriors atiack at -.020 in dropping fourth in last five outings

MIDDLETOWN, Conn. - The Eastern Connecticut Siate University women’s volleybali tecam
attacked at -.020 in dropping its fourth match in the last [ive outings 19-30, 24-30, 19-30 to Wesleyan
University Tuesday.

Eastern (7-4) has lost four of its Tast five - all by shutout - after opening the season with six straight
wins. Wesleyan (10-3), last year's ECAC North Region Tournament champion, has won seven of its last
eight. The Cardinals have deleated ECSU the last three times the teams have met alter the Warriors had won
14 straight,

Eastern managed only 17 kills Tuesday while comumitting 19 attack errors for a percentage of -.020,
In the deciding game, ECSU was 3-for-31 with six attack errors (-.097). The Warriors also committed cight
service errors with just four aces in the match.

Senior middle hitter Vicki Rondeau (PUTNAM) led ECSU with 14 digs and {ive blocks, senjor
Christine Belanger (ASHFORD) and junior Carmen Hormaza (GLEN COVE, NY) adding ten
digs each. ECSU averaged a scaon-high 17.0 digs in cach game. Hormaza also successlully passed 21 of
22 balls, Junior setter Kate Edwards (MONTAGUE, MA) had 13 assists and three blocks.

Eastern looks for its fourth straight Little East Conference win Wednesday at Keene State College (6
p.m.)
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Saturday, September 22, 2001

-

ECSU VOLLEYBALL FINISHES 1-2 AT BRIDGEWATER STATE INVITATIONAL

Warriors swept by Clark University 30-27, 30-23, 30-22 Saturday

BRIDGEWATER. Mass. -- The Eastern Connecticut Stale University women’s volleyball team was
swept by Clark University 30-27, 30-23, 30-22 Saturday, [inishing with one win and two losses at the
Bridgewater State College Tnvitational. The Warriors did not advance (o Saturday alternoon’s championship
maich. The top team Irom each of two four-team pools met in the tournament final.

Friday, Eastern (7-3) split two malches, losing to Bates College 27-30, 21-30, 24-30 but houncing
back Lo defeat Wheaton College 31-29, 30-18, 22-30. 32-30.

Against Clark, reshman Jessica Leifert (WINSTED) had 12 digs, junior Kate Edwards
(MONTAGUE, MA)Y 19 sel assists and three service aces and junior Vicki Rondeau (PUTNAM) ninc
kills. Rondeau represented ECSU on (he all-tounament tcam. In Friday's split, she led the Warriors with 27

kills and six blocks and added 13 digs. In the decisive game over Wheaton Friday, she was 7-for-9,

Eastern visils Wesleyan University Tuesday al 7 pan.
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Thursday, Sept. 20, 2001

22-MATCH VOLLEYBALL WINNING STREAK VS. SMITH ENDS
ECSU swept by Pioneers, handed first losy o¢f season 31-33, [4-36, 26-30

NORTHAMPTON, Mass. -- The Eastern Connecticut State University women's volleyball 22-match
winning streak against Smith College came 10 a halt Thursday as the Piongers swept the Warriors 33-31, 30-
14, 30-26G at Ainsworth Gymnasium.

The loss was also the [irst of the season for Eastern (6-1) while Smith improves to 5-1.

Offensively. Haslern attacked at only 016, commiting 30 errors against only 32 kills. The Warriors
rallicd in Game 1 with six straight points to take a 28-25 lead and were within one point (29-26) of winning
the game. Smith broke a 31-all tic by scoring the final two points, the [irst coming on ECSU’s serve. The
Warriors never challenged in Game 2. attacking at just -0.026. Eastern ook an carly lead in Game 3 before
Smith surged back to take the lead lor good, 23-22,

Junior Kate Edwards (MONTAGUE, MA) had ien of the team’s 32 kills and was second with 13
digs and also added 12 sel assists. Senior Christine Belanger (ASHFORD) led all ECSU players with 14
digs, jumior Carmen Hormaza (GLEN COVE, NY) adding 11 digs and sophomore Kristen Skelly
(BROOKFIELD) ten.

Eastern opens play at the Bridgewater State College Invitational Friday at 5:30 piin.against Bales
College.

E-MAIL: molta@easternct.edu
WEB SITE: hitp:.//www ecsu.ctstateu.edu/depts/athletics
MAILING ADDRESS: Sports Center, Eastern Connecticut State University, 83 Windham Sf.
Willimantic, CT 06226 '



Eastern

Sports !nfdrmatio“ Offi
) ff
Connecticut Director, Bob Moy, e

State L4 S W) Tel.: (860) 465.5175
. . . Fax: (860) 465-469p
University Sp@ﬂs INCWS Holline: (860) 465575

little east conference

Tuesday, September 18, 2001

ECSU VOLLEYBALL SURVIVES WESTERN NE UPSET BID
Warriors rally in final game to defeat Golden Bears for 13th straight time

SPRINGFIELID, Mass, -- The Eastern Connccticut State University women's volleyball team
scrapped back from a 14-11 deficit in the deciding game 1o post a 30-27. 27-30, 30-22, 19-30, 18-16
decision over Western New England College Tuesday.

Eastern (6-0) had to raily late in the deciding game 1o remain unbeaten in 13 meetings all-time against
the Golden Bears (4-7). The Warriors had enlered the maich having won 19 strai ght gamces against Weslern
New England. The hosts snapped the 20-game losing streak with the win in Game 2 and forced a deciding
game by racing 10 a 9-0 lead in Game 4 and easing to that win.

Western New England had several opportunities to put ECSU away in the deciding game but lailed.
Twice, the hosts served for game point but both times commited a service error that gave the Warriors a
point. Trailing 16-15, the Warriors tied the match on a service error and clinched the win on consecutive
serves by junior back row player Carmen Hormaza (GLEN COVE, NY). Senior middle hitter Vieki
Rondeau’s (PUTNAM) 12th kill of the maich gave ECSU the win.

Alter comitting six consecutive reception errors in losing Game 5, Eatsern was perfect on 13 (ries in
the deciding game.

Junior middle hitter Kathy Orloski (WHATELY, MA) ted ECSU with 16 Kills and a .400 attack
percentage. Rondeau had a team-high 12 digs and four blocks, sophomore setter Kristen Skelly
(BROOKFIELD) 17 assists and ten digs. Sophomore outside hitter Joli Burleigh (RED HOOK,
NY) had seven digs and live service aces and commited only one service error on 19 attempts. Junior setter
Kate Edwards (MONTAGUE, MA) had 16 assists, 11 digs and six kills. Senior outsider hitter
Christine Belanger (ASHFORD) had nine digs and four service aces, her final ace pulling ECSU to
within 14-13 in Game 5.

Eastern visits Smith College Thursday at 7 p.m,
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Saturday, Sept. 15, 2001

ECSU VOLLEYBALIL, SWEEPS LITTLE FAST CONFERENCE PAIR
Rondeau leads Warriors past UMass Boston and UMass Dartmouth

PROVIDENCE, RI -- Senior Vicki Roendeau (PUTNAM) had 23 kills and nine service aces to
fead the Eastern Conneeticut State University women's volieyball team to Littde East Conference wins over
the Universily of Massachusetts Boston and University of Massachusetts Dartmouth Saturday at Rhode
Island College.

Fastern (5-0, 3-0) swept UMass Boston (1-12, 1-23 3018, 30-12, 30-18 and prevailed over UMass
Dartmouth (3-4, 1-2) by winning the final two games 30-23, 27-30, 29-31, 30-21, 15-5. The Warriors had
swepl Rhode Island College Friday night in their conference opener.

In addition o Rondeau, junior Kathy Orleski (WHATELY, MA) had 15 kills and junior setter
Kate Edwards (MONTAGUE, MA) 35 assists. In the [ive-game win over the Corsairs. Rondeau had
15 kitls and three service aces, Orloski ten kills, Edwards 20 assisls, sophomore sctier Kristen Skelly
(BROOKFIELD) (cn assists and 11 digs and senior Christine Belanger (ASHFORIY) and junior
Carmen Hormaza (GLEN COVE, NY) five service aces and ten digs cach.

With three wins this weekend, Eastern improved its all-time record against conference opponents in
conference play to 35-5. Against Rhode Island, UMass Boston and UMass Dartmouth, Fastern is 18-0 in
conference competition,

Eastern visits Western New England College Tuesday at 7 p.m. in a match originally scheduled for
last Tucsday.
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Saturday, September 8, 2001

ECSU WOMEN'S VOLLEYBALL WINS FIRST UNDER NEW COACH
Warriors blank Ramapo, Merchant Marine in openers under Sombric

KINGS POINT, NY -- Senior middle hiter Vicki Rondeau (PUTNAM) had
22 kills and attacked at .617 to spark the Eastern Connecticut State University women’s
volleyball team to 3-0 season-opening wins over Ramapo College and host U.S. Merchant
Marine Marine Academy Saturday. ECSU defeated Ramapo (0-2) 30-20, 30-19, 31-29 and
Merchant Marine (1-2) 30-24, 31-29, 30-14,

The wins are the first for Eastern under first-year head coach Wayne Sombric, who
was nanmed the third permanent head coach in program history last spring after five vears as
an assistant at Colorado College.

Rondeau, a six-foot captain, had 11 kills in each game and commited only one error
on 34 attempts in both matches. Rondeau also contributed 16 digs, three blocks and four
service aces on the day. Junior middle hitter Kathy Orloski (WHATELY, MA) added
22 kills and attacked at .311. Senior outside hitter Christine Belanger (ASHFORD) had 14
digs and five service aces in helping the Warriors collected 25 service aces on the day.

Junior setter Kate Edwards (MONTAGUE, MA) and sophomore setter
Kristen Skelly (BROOKIFIELD) had 34 and 28 assists, respectively. Skelly also had
six digs and six service aces against Merchant Marine. :

Eastern visits Western New England College Tuesday at 7 p.m.
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