ITHACA DEFEATS ECSU TO WIN ECAC WOMEN'S VOLLEYBALL TOURNAMENT

WILLIMANTIC, Conn. ~- Tournament Most Valuable Player Lisa Black
served three key points late in Game 3 and Ilthaca College went on
to win its first ECAC Division IIT North Region Women’'s Volleyball
Tournament Saturday at Eastern Connecticut State University.

The top-seeded Bombers {32-15) and second-seeded Warriors had advanced
after winning three of four games over Eastern Nazarene and Oneonta
State, respectively in the tournament semifinals played earlier
in the day.

In the final, the teams split the cpening two games before
Ithaca broke from a 4-all tie and went on to the Game 3 victory. In
the deciding game, the Bombers broke a Z-all tie and never trailed

thereafter.

Senior Katie Nichols, the New England Division III Player-of-
the-Year, led ECSU with 49 kills in the tournament and attacked
at a .4B9 percentage. She added 32 assists, 22 digs and eight
blocks and four service aces. Senior Ginny Berry led Bastern with
40 assists to go along with four service aces. Junior Jody Rogers
(68) and senior Laurel DeStefano combined for 131 digs. Debtefano
added 15 kills and six service aces while Rogers had 13 kills and
three service aces. Sophomore Marcelle Davis had 45 digs, 13
kills, five service aces and four blocks. Freshman IDonna Mello
had 30 digs and four service aces.

Eastern {(40-9) lost for the second straight year in the tournament
final after winning championships in 1985 and 1988.

The 40-win season is the Warriors’ fifth in the last 11 years
and first since 1986, The final RBl.& winning percentage is the
second-best in the 17-vear history of the program.



EC50 WOMEN'S VOLLEVBALL CLCSES REGULAR SEASON AT 39-8
Improves record vs. New England opponents to 26-1

DANBURY, Conn. -- The Eastern Connecticut State University
women'’s volleyball team closed out its 17th regular season with a
three-ganme sweep of Western Ceonnecticut State University
Wednesday.

Eastern posted 1its 12th three-game sweep of the vear and

improved its all-time record against Western te 15~0 with 18-16,
15-8, 15-6. Against New England opponents, Eastern finishes the
regular season at 26-1.

The win 1is ECSU's 39th in 47 outings and gives the Warriors
their second-best regular-season winning percentage ever.

Senior all-America candidate Katie Nichols collected 18 kills
in 32 attempts for a .500 attack percentage and alsc added a
team-high 13 digs and nine assists.

Senior Ginny Berry had 15 assists, senicr Laurel DeStefanc 11
kills, 10 digs and two service aces and junior Jody Rogers ten
digs and three service aces. As a team, Eastern had 11 service
aces.

Bastern, rated first in New England and fourth in the East
Regicn, 1is expected to be named to its 12th straight post-season

tournament when invitations are extended Monday.
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ECSU WINS STLUER ROUND IN YOLLEVRALL

ITHACA, NY -- The Bastern Comnecticut State University women’ s
vollevball team won its final three matches to capture the silver
round at the Ithaca College Invitational Saturday.

The Warriors split a pair of mabtohes Friday andg dropped theip
tpener Saturday hut raliied to defeat Keuka College, the
ﬁniveai%y at. Albany and Lhe %ﬁi?@rﬁity at New Paltz to win the
silver round. The Warriors defeated New Paltz in the sllver yound
final.

the fewest number of matches {331 in the prograp’s history,
Bastern, ranked 18th nationally, is 33-5.

An opening win over Nazareth Friday gave ECSU it 30th win in
i

Rochester Terh dafeated Cortland State to win the title ol bhe
1il-team bournament,

ithaca College Vollevball Irvitational
at Ithaca, NV
saturday’'s Results

Cortland State def. Bagtern Conn, 1B, 14-~18
Fagtern Conn, def. Heuka College 1511, 13-15, 15-5

Silver Round
Semifinals
Fastern Conn. def. Albany (NV) 15-9, 14-16, 17-15

Final

Eastern Conn. def. New Paltz 15-9, 14-15, 15-9



ECSU WOMEN'S VOLLEYBALL SECOND AT STONY BROOK INVITATIONAL

STONY BROOK, NY -- Senior Katie Nichols recorded her 2000th
career assist and 1000th career kill in leading the Fastern
Connecticut State University women’s volleyball team to a second-
place finish af the Stony Brook Student Life Invitational at the
University at Stony Brook over the weekend.

Eastern (22-2), had a nine-match winning streak snapped in
falling to undefeated (13-0}) Stony Brook B-15, 9-15, 15-11, 7-15
in a battle of the tournament’s two unbeaten teams Saturday. The
Warriors are ranked seventh nationally, Stony Brook fifth.

After defeating Hunter College Friday, Eastern swept the
University at Binghambon 15-2, 15-4, 15-6 earlier Saturday.

Nichols was joined on the six-player all-tournament team by

senior teammate Laurel PeStefano.

The Warriors travel to Wesleyan University Wednesday (7 p.m.).



ECSU VOLLEYBALL WINS 218T MATCH OF SFEASON

STONY BROOK, NY -- Senior Laurel DeStefano, sophomore Marcelle
Davis and junior Jody Rogers combined for 63 defensive saves as
the Eastern Connecticut State University women’s volleyball team
defeated Hunter College 15-9, 15-13, 4-15, 15-9 in the opening
round of the University at Stony Brook Invitational Friday.

The Warriors, ranked seventh nationally, improve to 21-1 with
thelr eighth straight win. The third-game loss snapped the team’s
16-game winning streak,

DeStefanc had 23 defensive saves, Davis 21 and Rogers 19 while
senior Katie Nichols had a team-high 14 kills and shared top honors
with 16 assists with senior Ginny Berry. Nichols also had 12 defensive
saves and a team-high six blocks. Davis had six service aces, four
coming in the two~point win in Game 2. '

The Warriors face SUNY-Binghamton (10:30) and undefeated (11-0)
Stony Brook (1:15) Saturday. Stony Brook is rated fifth nationally.

University at Stony Brook Women's Volleyball Invitational
at Stony Brook, NY
Friday's Results

stony Brook 3 (15 =15-15) SUNY-Binghamton 0 (1-5-9)
Fastern Conn. 3 (15-15-4-15), Hunter 1 (9-13-15-9)
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EASTERN CONNECTICUT STATE UNIVERSITY

A campus of the Conrecticut State University

EC3U WINS THIRD INVITATIONAL THIS YEAR

SALEM, MA -- Fastern Connecticut State University rebounded from
its first loss of the season in its opening match Friday to win the
Salem State College Women's Volleyball Tournament Saturdav for

the fourth time.
Bastern (19-1) won six of seven matches, including all five Saturday
arene College. ECSU was

to finish in a two-way tie with Fastern Naz
awarded its third invitational title this year by virtue of a 16-14,
15-5 win over Eastern Nazarene earlier Saturday.
senior Katie Nichols was named to her third all-tournament team this
year. Nichols, a 5-foot-11 inch setter/hitter from Mystic, totalled
59 kills, 42 assists, 35 digs and six blocks in the tournament.
had 14 kills, 12 assists, 13 digs and one block and attacked at a
Bastern, off to its best start ever at 20 matches, hosts UMass Darmouth

Thursday.

83 Windham Street, Willimantic, Connecticut 06226-2295 203/456-5400

A Lqua! Opportunity Entplowr”



s WILLIMANTIC Conn, -- Senior Katie Nichols of Mystic collected : o
74 kills, attacked at a .467 rate and added 51 assists and 39 digs to lead .

"q;ngthe Eastern Connecticut State University women‘s volleyball team to
-..the title of its own ECSU Round Robin Tournament Saturday.

‘Eastern (13-0), off to the finest start in the program’s 1?~year history,'

"ﬁ wa0n all fxve of its. matﬁheg and 15 of 16 games. Hunter College placed
. gecond in the tournament 1051ng only a 16-14, 15~ ~13, 15~ 6 decislon

'” ;to the Warriors.

ECSU's second win of the tournament -- & three-game sweep of

- 7*Whitt1er College ~- represented the 450th triumph in the coaching'
Lcareer of ECSU head coach Floretta Crabtree (453-215).

7 :Nichols, a two-time all-East Region hltter/setterw Was 301ned on . thﬂ ' e
- -all-tournament team by teammate Jody Rogers, a junior from. Framlngham,-MAf_;
“Senior Laurel DeStefano (19) from Warwick, RI, Rogeérs (14), ‘sophomore -

'"’  xMarce11e Davis (10) from Meriden and freshman Donna Mello (9) from
S Pall River, MA combined for 52 of the team’s 60 serv1ce aces in the.
“Fﬁtournament ‘Rogers led ECSU with 62 digs. _ o
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