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Tuesday, Sepl. 2, 2008

EASTERN W-YOLLEYBALL DROPS SEASON-OPENER IN FOUR
Roger Williains rebounds from first-game loss to win three in a row

WILLIMANTIC, Conn. — Rebekah Dion had 12 kills without an error and added seven
blocks as the Roger Williams University women's volleyball team snapped a three-match
fosing streak at the hands of Eastern Connecticut State University with a four-game
victory in the Warriors” season-opener Tuesday night at Francis E. Geissler Gymnasium.

In its debut under first-year head coach Peter Viteritti. Eastern emerged with an opening
2521 vactory before Roger Williams (5-1) reeled ofT three straight, 25-17, 25-17, 25-18
o post a rare win over the Warriors. Eastern had won 17 of 19 in this series against the
Hawks.

The 3-foot-11 inch Dion attached at .667 (12-for-18 without an error) and also led her
tecam with two biock solos and five block assists,

senior Sandra Jaques (Milford) and freshiman Kristianna Ibsen (Shelton) combined
for 23 ol the Warriors” 40 kills, but Eastern commited 31 attack crrors and attacked at
Just 050, Jaques, a sccond-team All-Litle East Conference pick last year, totaled a team-
high 12 kills and Ibsen 1. Jaques also served 11 balls without an error, made just onc
error on 27 reeeption attempts, and collected a team-high 23 digs. Freshman libero
Taylor Abelli {Cheshire), one of three freshmen in Fastern’s starting lineup. served 19
balls with just one error, cleanly handled 27 of 30 receptions. and followed Jaques with
22 digs. Senior setter Jen Braswell (Wilton) had 29 sct assists and 13 digs and freshman
Molly Rathbun (Hebron) 11 digs.

Setter Kirsten Bosworth set 28 assists for Roger Williams, Kristina Dolan following Dion
with nine kills, Jill Hurd led the Hawks with 21 digs, Britiney Sullivan digging 17.

Lastern competes in the Endicott College Invitational Friday and Saturday.
Roger Williams U, 3, Eastern Conn. 1
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Friday. Sept. 5, 2008

VITERITTIWINS FIRST VOLLEYBALL MATCH AT EASTERN

Warriors sweep Bridgewater State i opening round of Endicott Invite

BEVERLY. Mass. -- Ireshmen Tavior Abelli (Cheshire) and Molly Rathbun (Hebron)
and scnior Sandra Jaques (Miflord) combined for 46 digs to pace the Eastern
Connecticut State University women's volleyball tcam to a 25-18, 25-20, 25-18 sweep of
Bridgewater State College i the opening round of the Endicott Coliege Invitational
Friday might at the Post Center.

The win s the first at Eastern for new head coach Peter Viterittd, who has now won
matches as an NCAA head coach at the Division [, IT and Hi levels. Viteritti formerly
coached at Division T Holy Cross College and Division U East Stroudsburg University.

Rathbun led Tastern (1-1) with ten kills and added 14 digs, with Abelli leading the team
with 19 digs and Jaques digaing 13 balls. Abelli (19) and Jaques (15) also comibned for
34 serve receptions without an error, Freshman Kristianna Ibsen (Shelton) added nine
kills {or the Warriors.

The maich was the season-opencer for Bridgewater, coming off tts tirst losing scason sinee
1998, The Bears had a streak of 12 straight Mass. State College Athletic Conference titles
snapped last year.

Fastern fuces bost Endicott College Saturday at noon. The Gulls climinated the Warriors

d Uie st round of the 20060 NCAA Division B tournament.

Eastern Conn. 3, Bridgewater State College 0

Bridgewater State (0-1) iy 20 18
Fastern Conn. (1-1) 25 25 25
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Saturday, September 6, 2008

EASTERN W-VOLLEYBALL THIRD AT ENDICOTT INVITE

Warriors win fwo of three; freshman thsen all-tournament selection

BEVERLY. Mass. — Senior Sandra Jaques (Milford) had 11 kills, 20 digs and handled 27
serves without an crror to power the Eastern Connceeticut State University women’s volleyball
team to & 3-1 win over Salve Regina University that guaranteed the Warriors third place in a field
of cight teams at the Endicott College Invitational at the Post Center Saturday.

Lastern (2-2) put themselves in the winners” bracket with a three-game sweep of Bridgewater
State College Friday night before losing in three games (25-13, 25-18, 25-17) to eventual
tournament champion Eadicott (5-1) i 1s Niest mateh Saturday. Fastern defeated Salve {1-3) 25-
P8, 19-25.25-12, 25-13. After splitting the first two games with Salve, Eastern pulied away in the
critical third game by scoring the final six points.

A returning second-team All-Little East Conference ouside hitter, Jaques had 19 kills and 43 digs
n the tournament and commited only twe errors on 60 reception attempts (967 percent).

Onc of three freshmen starters in the incup, 3-fool-10 inch Kristianna [hsen (Shelton)
represented the Warriors on the all-tournament team. 1bsen led Eastern with 26 kilis in the
tournament and also served mine aces. Freshman Molly Rathbun (Hebron), who joined
classmates Ibsen and Tayior Abelli (Cheshire) in the lineup, followed Ibsen with 21 tournament
Kkills and also chipped in with 25 digs. Abelhi, the tcam’s designed defensive player, topped all
Lastern players with 50 digs and 66 reception attemipts and alse had a .974 success rate on 38
SCTVES.

Senior setier Jen Braswell (Wilton) collected 03 assists in the tournament, and also recorded 17
digs and served {our aces.

Agamst Salve, Ihsen (13) and Jagues (11) combined for 24 kills and Abelli (21} and Jaques (20}
teamed lor 41 digs and were perfect on a combined total of 40 reception attempis.

Jagues and Abellt cach had ten digs against Endicott, which featured six players standing at least
S-foor-10 mches afler reaching last year's NCAA Division 1L regional title match. The Warriors
attacked at -.010 against the Gulls, who went on o defeat Bowdaein in four games i the
tournament championship game.
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Ezastern competes in the Wellesley Coliege Quad this weekend, facing the host team in its Friday

openeral 5 pam.

Eastern Conn. 3, Bridgewaler State College 0

Bridgewaier State (0-1) 18 20 I8
Fastern Conn, {1-1) 25 25 25
Endicott College 3, Eastern Coun, §
Eastern Conn. {1-2) 13 I8 17
Endicott College (5-1) 25 25 25

Salve Regma (1-3) ] 25 12 13
Iastern Conn. {2-2) 25 19 25 25



in fnvitational

ulis down ECU and Bowdoin to

Women’s Volieybail
September 6, 2008

BEVERLY, Mass.  The Endicott College women’s volleyball team deteated Eastern Connecticut State
University, 3-0, and Bowdom College, 3-1, o capture the 2008 Endicott tnvitational Tournament Championship on
saturday afternoon in Beverly, Mass, The Gulls are now 5-1 overall on the season.

Endicott advanced to the invitational final with an casy, 3-0. win over Fastern Connecticut i the Gulils® first match
of the day. Endicott got nine kills from Steph Weise (Higganum, Conn.) in the win. Hayley Janelle (Madbury,
N.H.) had a well-rounded contest against the Warriors, notching seven kills, four aces and four blocks. Beth Dow
(Pocasset, Mass.) had six kills while classmate Casey Ward (Monroe, Conn.} handed oot 17 assists.

The championship match came to be after Bowdoin made short work of Salve Regina, 3-0, posting set scores ol 25-
14, 25-19, and 25-17 over the Seagulls, In the {inals, it was Endicott’s Steph Weise that helped lead the Gulls 1o
victory. Weise carned Tournament MVP honors as she capped oft her stellar weekend with eight kills and three
aces. Scenior Hayley Janclic was named to the All-Tournament Team as she had a monster match upfront, notching
11 kills and five blocks against the Polar Bears. Brittany Phillips (Sudbury. Mass.) had 10 kills while freshman
Elyse Barbour (Greenvitle, R.1Y had six blocks in the win.

Bowdoin was paced by All-Tournament Team member Kristin Hanczor's (Redding, Cenn.) 14 kills. Teammate
Jenna Diggs (La Jolla, Calif), also an All-Tournament recipient, had 32 assists and 16 digs in the losing effort.
Stephanie Drumright (San Francisco. Califl) notched two blocks in the finals.

Eastern Connecticut carned third-place honors as the Warriors edged Salve Regina University, 3-1, in the runners
up match. East Conn. freshman Kristianna Ibsen (Shelton, Conn.) had 13 kills while Sandra Jaques (Milford,
Conn.) posied 11 kills and 20 digs in the win. Jen Braswell (Wilton, Coun.) notched 33 assists while Taylor Abelli
(Cheshire, Conn.) had a team-high 21 digs.

Fifth-place honors went to Keene State, followed by sixth-place finisher Enmanuel. New Jersey City University
P \ ~ I b i
and Bridgewater State rounded out the field at 7" and 8%, respectfully.
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Gulis advance fo semifinals, sweep Emmanuel

Women’s Vollieyball
Sepltember 5, 2008

BEVERLY, Mass. - The Endicott College women's volleyball team made short work of Emmanuel, downing the
Saints, 3-0, in the opening match of the Endicott Invitational Tournament in Beverly, Mass. The Gulls posted sel scores
of 25-13, 25-15, and 25-22 in the victory.

The Gulls got a standout performance trom outside hitter Steph Wiese (Higganum, Conn.), as the junior notched 10 kilfs
and two aces in the three-set sweep. Brittany Phillips (Sudbury, Mass. ) was also strong on the outside, as she accounted
for nine kills. Senior middle Hayley Janelle (Madbury, N.H.) weighed in with nine kills of her own in the win.

The victory marks the third in four tries for the Gulls thus far in 2008, as Endicotl 1s now 3-1 overall. The win advances
the Blue and Green imto Saturday’s semifinal where they will meet Lastern Connecticut State at 12:00 p.m. The Warriors
swepl their way past Bridgewater State (o earn a spol in Saturday’s winner poot.

Eastern Connecticut was led by freshman cutside Molly Rathbun’s {Hebron, Conny 10 kills and 14 digs. Classmaie
Kristianna ibsen (Shelton, Connl) notched nine kills in the Warrior’s win. Senior sclter Jen Braswell (Wilton. Conn.)
dished out 26 assists.

In other tournament action, Salve Regina University defeated New Jersey City University, 3-0, to move inte the right
stde of the bracket. The Seahawks fought hard to get by the Gothic Knights, posting set scores of 25-23, 26-24, and 25-
20 in the win. Deanna Salier (Westwood. Mass.) paced the winner’s elfort with seven kills, while senior Rachel Cirella

{Jamestown, K. notched 24 assists. Amanda Harmon (Dennis, Mass.) had 22 digs and freshman Julisnne Barry
{ Randolph, Mass.) had five blocks upfront,

In the fourth match of the evening, Bowdoin College edged Litile East contender Keene State, 3-1, to advance on (o
meet Salve Regina. The Polar Bears posted scores of 25-14, 25-20, 22-25, and 25-23 (o carn the victory. Bowdoin
freshman Kristin Hanczor (Redding. Conn.) led the kill effort with nine, while junior Jenna Diggs (La Jolla, Calif)) had
31 assists and 21 digs. Kelsey Howe (Sandy, Utah) and Stephanic Drumright {San Francisco, Califl) had six blocks
aplece in the win.

Tournament action continues on Saturday with game tmes scheduled for 10:00 aan., 12:00 p.m., 2:60 p.m., and
finishing at 4:00 pon



Tuesday, Sepl. 16, 2008
CORRECTED

EASTERN W-VOLLEYBALL POSTS COMEBACK WIN OVER TRINITY
Wairriors win final two pames to suap four-game losing streak against Bantams

HARTFORD, Conn. - Freshmen Kristianna 1bsen (Shelton) and Meolly Rathbun
(Hebron) each had 16 kills to help pace the Lastern Connecticut State University
women's volleyball team (o a five-game comeback victory over Trinity College Tuesday
night at the Ferrts Athletic Center.

After dropping the lirst two games by a wotal of seven points (25-23, 25-20), Eastern (3-5)
gol onc back by taking Game 3, 25-18, evening the match with a 25-20 win in Game 4,
and erasing an early 3-0 deficit by scoring five of seven points to break a 10-10 and go on
o a 15-12 win in the decisive game that snapped a four-year losing streak at the hands of
Trinity (4-3).

The team leader this vear in kills and attack percentage, Thsen attacked at a team-leading
214 against Trinity, with Rathbun collecting 11 digs to go along with her kills. Ranked
sixth all-time at Pastern in digs, senior Sandra Jaques (Milford) comhined with
ireshman Tavior Abelii (Cheshire) and Rathbun for 77 digs and was the third Lastern
player in double Gigures with 12 kills, Abelli led all players with 31 digs, with Jaques
adding 25 and Rathburn 21.

Freshiman Samantha Slonski (Griswold) came of1 the bench [or 26 set assists. Junior
Courtney Sims (Manchester) had five blocks. senior Jen Braswell (Wilton) adding
four and Ihsen and Rathbun two cach.

Eastern visits Mass College of Liberal Arts Thursday at 7 p.m.

Eastern Conn. 3, Trinity College 2

Lastern Conn, {3-5) 23 20 25 25 15
Trinity {4-3) 25 25 18 24 i
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Thursday, Sept. 18, 2008

EASTERN VOLLEYBALL DISPATCHES MASS COLLEGE, 3-0

fut first meeting bevween programs, Warriovs ease past Trailhlazers, 25-4, 25-23, 25-12

NORTHADAMS, Mass. - Sophosore Katie Dinihanian (Stratford) served {1 consecutive
points o spark a lirst-game rout and the Fastern Connecticut Stale University women’s volicyball
team breezed past Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts by winning three ¢ games in 56 minutes
Thursday night at the MCLA Camipus (, enler. (ame scores wore 23-4, 25223, 2512,

I the first meeting between the programs, Eastern (4-5) attacked at 400 in the first gane and
fnished with a season-best mark of 355, Behind Dinihanian and senior middle hitter
Alexandia Silvestros (North Branford), Dastern also added a season-high 14 service aces.
Dinthaman and Silvestros had four apicee.

Fhe Warriors raced 1o a 13-0 fead m Game |, with Dinthanian serving the final 11 straight.
I3chind the serving of freshman Nicki Anderson (East Lyme) Eastern broke a 1010 tie in Game
2 by scoring four straight points. Consceutive reception errors allowed 1he Trailblazers to pull to
within a point late in the mateh belore Junior outside hitter Ashley Tuggle (South Windsor)
collected one of hor scason-hieh nine kifls o end the mateh,

Stvestros served all four of hcr match aces in Game 3, three coming in a span of four serves that
gave the Warriors a quick 11-5 fead. The hosts pulled to within three points midway through the
mateh. but Anderson recorded both of her aces in the vame later as the Warriors pulicd away,
Eastern was credited with eight aces in that [inal game.

Belind Tuegle, sophomore middie hitter Cheistina Schirone {Pelhiam, NH) had <ix kills on as
many allack attempts, and senior setter Jen Braswell (Wilton) was 5-for-7 withoul an error. She
also amassed 21 setassists. Sophomore right side Rachael Joy (Huntington Station, NY) had
fve ks without un error, Freshiman libero Tayior Abelli (Cheshire) led the way with nine digs

despite playing only the first game. Dinihanian followed with six digs, Braswell. Tt ugale and
{
i

3]
i

Anderson adding {1ve each.

Four ol Fastern’s regudar players saw linited or no plaving time, as the Warriors sel their sights
on the 2008 Litde East Conlerence openers Saturday at Plyimouth, NH).: Eastern faces Rhode
Istand College at 2 pan. and Plymouth State at 4. The Warriors were rated sixth in the Pre-Season
coaches poll alter winning last vear’s LEC playofftitle

Eastern Conn. 3, Mass College ¢

sastern Clona, {4-3) 23 25 25
Mgy Coliowe (3-4) 4 23 P2
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Saturday, Scpt. 20, 2008

FASTERN WVOLLEYBALL OPENS LEC WITH TWO WINS
Picked to finish sixth in pre-season, Warriors down No. 3 and No. 4

PLYMOUTIL, NIT - Sclected to finish sixth in the 2008 pre-scason coaches’ poll,
defending Little East Conference playofT champion Eastern Connecticut State University
opened conterence play by defeating Rhode {sland College in four games and sweeping
Plymouth State University Saturday alternoon at Foley Gymnastum.

Paced by a strong freshman class . Eastern (6-5, 2-0 little east) won six straight games on
the afternoon after dropping s opener. The Warriors downed Rhode Island College (3-9,
0-1 little east) 17-25, 25-21, 25-17, 25-14 and swept host Plymouth State (7-3, 1-1 htile
casty 25-21, 26-24. 25-17). Rhode Island was picked to finish fourth n the pre-season
poll and 2067 ECAC tournament participant Plymouth third.

Although Castern attacked at only . 124 on the aliernoon, it scored 20 points on service
aces and commited only seven reception errors for 2,935 success rate. The Warriors now
Rave a four-match winning streak that has lifted them over the 500 mark.

On the afternoon, lreshiman middle hitter Kristianna Ebsen (Shelton) led all Eastern
plavers with 27 kills and added [ive service aces: freshman outside hitter Moily Rathbun
(Hebron) had 18 kills, 24 digs and four service aces; senior outside hitter Sandra Jaques
(Milford) ten kills and 37 digs and handled 45 ol 48 scrve receptions ((938); freshman
Tavior Abelli (Cheshire) topped all Eastern plavers with 54 digs and was successtul on
41 ol43 serve receptions (L953); and (reshman setter Samantha Slonski (Griswold)

collected 53 assists.

The win for Bastern over Plymouth avenges a sweep a year ago at Geissler Gym and is
the Warrtors™ fifth in the last six meetings with the Panthers.

Eastern visits Western New England College Thursday at 5 pom.

{more}
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Thursday, Sept. 25, 2008

EASTERN W-VOLLEYBALL SWEEPS WESTERN NE COLLEGE, 3-0

Freshman Ibser leads streaking Warriors to second-best hitting percentage of season

SPRINGFIELD, Mass. — Freshman middle hitler Kristianna Ibsen (Shelten) had 14
kills and attacked at .520 in leading the Eastern Connecticut State University women’s
vollevball tcam to its {11th straight victory -- a three-game sweep ol Western New
England College Thursday night at the Alumni Healthful Living Center.

The 5-foot-10 inch [bsen helped Eastern (7-5) to its sccond-best hiutting percentage of the
scason (.300) in 25-13, 2519, 25-15 victories. Since bouncing back from a 2-0 deficit to
defeat Trinity College nine days ago, the Warriors have won 14 of their last 15 games in
winning five straight matches.

Freshman libero Tayvlor Abelli (Cheshire) sct the fone by serving the first six points off
the first game and later served the first four points of the [inal game. Ibsen and freshman
right-side hitter Rachael Joy (Huntington Station, NY) each had two kills in staking the
Warriors to a quick 8-1 Tead in Game 1. In Game 2. Western New Hngland (5-5)
commited (our service errors to keep the first hall of the game close, and the Warriors
scored six of the final seven points in the six-point win. After Abelli’s serving gave the
Warriors & quick 4-0 lead in Game 3, the Warriors were never seriously challenged.
Ibsen was successful on nine of 11 kills at one point in the match, amassing six in a row.
She also had three serviee aces. Classmates Abelli, outside hitier Molly Rathbun
(Hebron) and sctter Samantha Slonski (Griswoeld) also played key roles in the victory.
Abelli led the Warriors with 17 digs. and Rathbun seven kiils and 12 digs. Slonski
recorded her Tourth straight match of more than 25 set assists. posting a career-high 29.
Senior outside hitter Sandra Jaques (Miltord) followed Abelli with 15 digs and added
six kills and two service aces. Jaques and Abelli combined to receive 32 serves withoul
an error and to serve 35 balls without a miscue.

Fastern returns to Little East Conference action Saturday at Boston, Mass., facing
UMass Boston at noon and Keene State College at 2 pam. As the No. 3 seed. Eastern

climinated top-seeded Keene in the semifinals of last year’s LEC tournament.
Fastern Conn. 3, Western New England College 0

Fastern Conn, (7-5)
Western NIE (5-33
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Saturday, Sept. 27, 2008

EASTERN W-VOLLEYBALL SWEPTIN LITTLE EAST COMPETITION
In closely contested games, Warriors beaten by UMass Boston and Keene State

BOSTON - In closely-contested Little ast Conference play, the Eastern Connecticut
sState University women’s volleyball team lost all six games in falling to the University of
Massachusetts Boston and Keene State College Saturday afternoon at the Clark Athletic
Center on the UMB campus.

Selected to finish sixth in the seven-leam conference in the coaches’ pre-season poll,
Eastern (7-7, 2-2 little cast) had a five-match winning streak stopped by UMass Boston
{9-6. 1-0 dittle cast), 25-21. 25-10, 25-17, then lost three tight games to Keene State (13-
4, 3-0 Tade cast), 25-21, 25-23, 25-21. UMass was picked fifth in the pre-season potl
while Keene was the No. 1 selection after winning last vear’s LEC regular-season title,
Fastern won its third straight LEC playolf title last year as the No. 5 seed, downing
Keene in [ive games m the semifinals on the Owls” home court.

Although the Warriors attacked under . 100 in all six games, managing just 091 against
vastly-improved UMass and .083 against Keene State, they did not commit a reception
error en 61 attempts against UMass, The loss was the {irst ever for Eastern against the

Beacons alter 12 victories.

Ireshman middle hitter Kristianna Tbsen (Shelton) had more than one-third of Fastern’s
total of 58 Kills on the afternoon. ibsen totaled 20 kills, with freshman outside hitter
Molly Rathbun (Hebron) the only other Eastern player in double figures, with ten. Ibsen
also collected four service aces aces and five blocks on the day. All of the aces and four
of the blocks came against Keene.

senior sandra Jaques (Milford) and lreshman Tayior Abelli (Cheshire) combined for
68 digs and handled 99 scrve receives with only four errors on the day and served 44
balls with only three errors. Jagques had 40 digs (30 against Keene), Abetli 28, Freshman
sctier Samantha Stonski (Griswold) was credited with 41 sct assists.

In the first game against UMass, Lastern scored five siraight points behind the serving of
sophomore Katie Dinithanian (Stratford) to niove in front, 14-13, but the Beacons

{more)
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scored the Nnat four points of the match on three straight kills and an Eastern attack error.
The Warriors never strung together more than three straight points in Game 2, and played
catchup throughout Game 3.

Junior outside hitters Kate McWhorter and Kate White helped the Beacons attack at over
300 in cach of the first two games. McWhorter had ten kills and a 348 attack percentage
in the match and White nine kills.

Senior middie hitter Brittany O Bryant amassed nearly hall’of Keene's kills against
Fastern, fashing with 17 kills and « 271 percentage.

Behind the serving ol 1bsen against Keene, the Warriors ran off seven straight points 1o
crect a 20-15 lead, but immediately gave the points back as the Owls closed out the win
with ive straight points. Trailing 24-20 in Game 2, the Warriors closed the gap to one.
Keene called a timeout after Eastern pulled to within 24-23, and posted the victory on the
cnsuing exchange. Down four late in Game 3. Eastern again made a run to gel to within
one, but a pair of kills and an Eastern crror heiped Keene score the final three points.

Fastern competes in the FDU-Florham Devils” Classic this weekend at Madison, NI

Massachuseits Boston 3, Eastern Conn

Eastern Conn. (7-6, 2-1 hitile casty 21 16 17

{Mass Boston (9-6. 1-0 ttde casty 25 25 23

Fastern statistical leaders:

Kristianoa Thsen 10 katls

Taylor Abelli Y dig& 25 e ‘eplinn attempts with 0 errors
Sandra Jagues 10 digs, 26 reception attempts with O errors
Samantha Slonski I8 set assists

Keene State College 3, Eastern Conn, G

Keene State (13-4), 3-0 hittle cast 25 25 25

Fastern Conn. (7-7, 2-2 hitle easty 21 23 21

Eastern statistical leaders:

Kristianna Ibsen 10 kills, 4 blocks, 4 service aces

sandra Jaques 30 digs, 33 reception atiempts with 3 errors
Taylor Abelh 19 digs

Samantha Slonski 23 set assists

Katie Dinthanian 10 digs

~34-
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Friday, Oct. 3, 2008

EASTERN W-VOLLEYBALL SPLITS INVITE OPENERS
At FDU Florham Devils” Classic, Warriors sweep St Joseph’s, tose o LV

MADISON, NJ - Frreshman nuddle hitter Kristianna Ibsen (Shelton) had 21 kilis and
freshman libero Tayler Abelli (Cheshire) contributed 36 digs and nine service aces as
the Eastern Connecticut State University women’s volieyball team split an opening night
pair at the FDU Florham Devils® Classic Friday.

Lastern (8-8) swepl St. Joseph’s College, L1 (9-4), 25-15.25-19. 25-17 in its [irst match.
then lost in four games to Ldmnon Valley College (18-2), 22-25, 15-25, 25-23, 12-25, as
the Dutch rotled to their ninth straight victory. The meeting was the (irst between the
programs sinee 993,

By linishing second in its peol, Eastern advances to play two matches in the Silver
Bracket Saturday against the second-place finishers in cach of the other two polls. The
Warriors will play two consccutive matches beginning at 10 a.m.

Against St Joseph’s, Ibsen had 12 kills and senior outside hitter Sandra Jaques
(Milford) ten.Ibsen attacked at 400 in that match, Jaques at 286, Defensively, Abelli
coilected 21 of the team’s 55 digs against the Golden Eagles. Sophomore defensive
specialist Katie Dinihanian (Stratford) served 25 times against St. Joseph’s with four
aces and no errors.

Freshman setter Samantha Slonski (Grisweld) set for 28 assists against St. Joseph’s and
finished the evenig with 51 assists. On the evening, Slonski followed Abelli with 20
digs and also contributed seven blocks. Thsen added three blocks and Jaques had 15 digs.
Abcelli recorded nine service aces, six coming in the loss to Lebanon Valley. Senior setter
Jen Braswell (Wilton) and Jaques cach had 14 kills on the night. Jaques also commited
Just one error on 435 reception attempls,

Fastern attacked at just (054 against Lebanon Valley and was guilty of eight reception
Crrors.

Fastern Conn. 3, St. Josepl’s (L 0

25
17
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Fastern Conn. (8-7) 25
St Joseph’s (9-4) 15

Lebanon Valley College 3, Eastern Conn.

N

Fastern Conn. (8-8} 72
25

12
Lebanon Valley (18-2) 25
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Saturday, Oct. 4, 2008

EASTERN VOLLEYBALL FINDS SILVER LINING AT FDU

At Devily” Classic, Warriors capture three of four matches o win Sitver Bracket

MADISON. NI - Freshman Kristianna Thsen (Shelton) had 1 team-high 471 kalls and

classmate Taylor Abelli (Cheshire) dug a tcam-high 82 balls to help power the Eastern
Connecticut State University women’s volleyball tcam to three wins in four matches and
the Silver Bracket championship at the FDU Florham Devils” Classic over the weekend.

The only New England team in the nine-team tournament, Eastern (10-8) won both of its
matches Saturday alter opening Friday with a three-game sweep of St Joseph’s College,
of Long Island (25-15, 25-19, 25-17) and a four-game loss to eventual tournament
champion Lebanon Valley College (22-25, 15-25, 2523, 12-25),

In Silver Bracket play Saturday, the Warriors bounced back from a first-game loss to
cutlast SUNY Plattsburgh (23-25.26-24, 25-17. 25-19). then swept Baptist Bible College
(25-15,25-15,25-23) to win the bracket.

lbsen. a S-foot- 10 inch middte hitter, represented Eastern on the all-tournament team. In
addition to leading the team in kills, she also led the Warriors in attack percentage (.348)
and blocks (9). Abelli, a libero, averaged 5.9 digs — just above her season average -~ n 14
games o lead all Fastern players. Against Plattsburgh, [bsen had a season-high 19 kills
and commited only one error for a .514 percentage.

Asg a tean, the Warriors amassed 48 points on aces. led by Abelli, senior outside hitter
Sandra Jaques (Milford) and sophomore defensive specialist Katie Dinihanian
(Stratford). Abelliled the way with 13 aces, six coming in the loss to Lebanon Valley,
with Jaques adding ten and Dinihanian seven. Dinihahian also chipped in 32 digs in the
taurnament,

In addition 1o ten aces and 45 digs, Jaques added 28 kills and successlully passed 89 of

o

94 serves for a 957 percentage.

Afier struggling offensively Friday night, freshman outside hitter Molly Rathbun
Hebron) had 15 kills and attacked at 452 Sarurday, commitiing only one attack error on
Eattempts on the day. She also fintshed the tournament with 21 digs.

{

{more)
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Freshman setter Samantha Slenski (Griswold) collected 119 assists (8.5 per game) in
the tournament and added 31 digs, seven blocks and six service aces.

Jagues' final dip of the tournament was the 1.484th of her career moved her into sole
possession ol sixth place on the all-time chart, one ahead of Karen Ana Sweet (1994-97).
Marcelia Davis (1990-93) 1s Gfth with 1.642.

Pastern returns o Little Fast Conference competition Tuesday at Western Connecicut
State University al 6 pan.in a re-match of Bastern’s three-game sweep in the last year’s
confercnce tournament title game,

Saturday’s Results
Eastern Conn. 3, SUNY Plattsburgh 1

Fastern Conn. (9-8) 23 26 25 25
Plattsburgh (6-200 25 24 17 o

Fastern Conn. 3, Baptist Bible Coliege 8

Fastern Conn. {§i0-8) 25 25 25
Baptist Bible (7-14) 15 15 23
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littie east conference
Tuesday, Oct 7, 2008

TEAM EFFORT CARRIES FASTERN W-VOLLEYBALL TO LEC WIN

{n rematch of fust year’s title LEC match, Warriors down Western Conn. in four games

DANBURY. Conn. - In a remateh of last year's Little East Conference tournament
championship match, the Eastern Connecticut State University women’s volleyball team
got key contributions from a number of players in a four-game victory over Western
Connecticut State University Tuesday night at the ONeill Center,

tn the first meeting between the programs since {ifth-seeded Eastern (11-8. 3-2 little cast)
swept second-seeded Western (10-5, 2-2 little east) in last vear’s championship match,
senior Jen Braswell (Wilton) and freshman Kristianna Ibsen {Shelton) cach had 13
kills and sophomore Adyssa Ruta (Holbrook, NY) provided a lift off the bench as the
Warriors survived with a 25-21, 25-22, 21.25, 26-24 viclory.

The victory was the fourth in the last five meetings for the Warriors over the Colonials
alter Western ad reeled of T 11 straight win in the serics. Western was picked to finish
second in the pre-season coaches potl while the defending playofT champion Warriors
were sclected to place six in the seven-leam conference. With its fourth win in the last
live matches, Fastern cqualed its win total of 2007.

Frafmg 220 m games, Western built an carly lead on the way to the Game 3 win. and
appeared headed to tying the match with a 23-21 lead in Game 4. 1bsen helped carry
Fastern back in that game, however, with three kills and a block, closing out the win with
two consccutive kills,

The Warriors attacked uader (100 in cach of the first three games, but responded in Game
4 by attacking at .333. Ibsen put down four of her fast five attacks and Braswell four of
fer finat six tries 1o key the decisive vietory, Ruta. a defensive specialist, came oft the
benehr to make important contributions in the back row. In the match, she served 16 balls
witht just one crror (putting her first 14 in play), dug up nine balls, and was successful on
five of six reception aticmpts.

{(more)
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Behind the serving of Ibsen, Lastern never tatled afler taking a 17-16 lead in Game 1,
and Braswell came through with a critical kill that made it 23-20. With the help ol'a
number of Western attack ervors, the Warriors moved out (o a 24-17 lead in Game 2
before surviving a late Western bid. A Western kil and an Eastern reception crror drew
the Colontals towithin 24-22 but another Western attack ervor close out the Bastern win.
The Warriors tratled T1-3 i Game 3 bul later rallied to tie the game before the Colonials
avoided the sweep i a four-point win.

Defensivliey, sentor Sandra Jagues (Milford) and freshman Taylor Abelli (Chieshire)
combined for 40 digs and handled 56 receplions with only three ervors. Abelli dug up 21
balls while Jaques had 19 digs and was perfect on 34 scrve receives. Abelli leads the LEC
this year with 354 digs (5.71 per game). with Jaques next on the team with 275 (4.37).

On the right side, Braswell attacked at a team-leading 364 and had two blocks. She
teamed with tbsen on one ol her blocks that gave Bastern a 24-23 tead i Game 3. Ibsen
attacked at only . 150 but came up big in Game 4 with a mark of 385,

Setrer Samantha Slonski (Griswold). one of four freshman starters for the Warriors,
produced another strong all-around game with 32 assists, cight digs and four blocks. She
also comnuted only one error on 24 serves.

Becea Stem the LEC eader i attack percentage. led Western with 17 kills, six coming
onas many attacks m Game 3. Kara Masciangioli had five service aces and six digs,
freshiman Kelly Collins 22 digs, and Samantha Hathaway had 44 set assists. The
Colonials entered play as the LEC feader with a 227 teany attack percentage.

Delending regular-scason champion Keene Staie moved to within a win ol'a second
straight unbeaten conterence season and secured the top playofl seed and hosting rights,
surviving a scare ma 3-2 win over host Plymouth State Tuesday to improve its LEC
mark to 3-0. Eastern closes out regular-scason LEC play Nov. 1 by hosting UMass
Dartmouth. With a 1-1 conference record, only UMass Boston can catch Keene for a
share ol the regular-scason title.

Fastern returns home for the first time since the season-opener this weekend by hosting
u 3 S
the 28" Annual Crabtree Classic.

Eastern Conn, 3, Western Conn. |

20

fastern Conn. (11-8, 3-2 Little east) 25
2 24

R
Western Conn. {10-5, 2-2 Tittle cast) 21 2
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Wednesday, Oct. 15, 2008

EASTERN W-VOLLEYBALL SWEEPS NO, ¢ WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY
Warviors stop Cardinals’ eight-mareh winning streak, hand them first sweep of year

WILLIMANTIC. Coan. - Ireshman middle hitter Kristianna Ibsen (Shelton) had 13 kills and six blocks
as the Fastern Connecticut State University women™s volleyball weam snapped the cight-maich winning
streak of Westeyan University with 235-220 25200 25-11 wins Wednesday nighd uf Francis I Gessler
Ciymnasiang,

Lastern (15-9) has won seven ol eight sinee splitidng its first 1o matches. Ranked Noo 6 in New Lingland,
Wesleyan (15-3) had ol Jost since dropping a live-game decision o Smith College Sepl. 26, The Cardinals
fost for the first tone on their opponents” home courd afier wins and were swept for the first time this year.
Lasternias 4-2 at home.

The 5-fooi-10 inch Thsen fed all players on both wams m kalls and attacked at 430, commimg only two
errors on 25 attemipts, Three of her blocks came in the final game.

Senior owtskde hiiter Sandra Jaques (Milford) and freshman outside hitter Maolly Rathbun (Jiebron) cach
chipped in six kills. Rathbun was 4-for-7 in kills in Game 3 withoul commiting an error. Jagues and
freshman tibero Tavier Abelli (Cleshire) shared the tcam lead with 11 digs cach. Freshman defensive
specialist Nicki Anderson (East Lyme) dug up eight balls and freshman setter Samantha Slonski
{Griswold) had 27 assists. Jaques comumited only one receplion error on 29 attempts.

Wiih the score tied 19-all in Game |, Eastern scored three straight poimls to take the lead for good. The
Warriors trailed 18-17 i Game 2 buat rallied for four straight points and ever traded Jagues had a kill and
thsen and serior right-side hitier Jemn Braswell (Wiiton) combraed Tor a block m that streteh. bastern raced
tooa 10-3 advantage m Game 3 and was never threatened. Wesleyan commited two serve errors and two
attack errors in that span. while Rathbun had two kills and 1bsen @ lGH and two blocks and Abeili a service
ace.

Senior outsider hiter Lisa Drennan (Ann Arbor, M. ranked second nationally in kills per game (4.8), had
ten kills for Weslevan but atiacked at ondy (FES. Junior middle hitter Ashiey Farrow (Lvanston, i) added
nine kills, sophomore tibere Ruby Hernandez (West Palm Beach, FL) 17 digs and handled 29 receptions
willh only one error. Junior setter Ellie Flealy (Manhattan Beach, CA) had 30 assists.

[Tastern hosts the 1.8, Coast Guard Academy (10 a.m.) and Colby-Sawyer College (2 pomly Saturday.

iLastern Conn, 3, Wesleyan UL §

Wesleyan UL (13-5) 22 20 il
Lastern Conn. (15-9) 25 25 25
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fittle east conferenra
Saturday, Ot T, 2008

FEASTERN W-VOLLEYBALL CAPTURES OWN CRABTREE TITLE

Warriors overcome Friday loss, haad Johnson & Wales first loss in 1] matches, 3-7

WILLIMANTIC, Conn. - Freshmen Kristianna Ibsen (Shelton) and Taylor Abeldli
(Cheshire) keyed the offense and defense, respectively, that Hfted the Hastern
Connccticut State University women’s volleyball team 1o a [our-game win over Johnson
& Wales University Saturday and the championship of the 28" Annual Crabtree Classic
al Francis 1. Geissler Gymnasium.

The Crabtree Classic title is the third in the last seven years and fourth overall

for Bastern (14-9). which overcame a live-game loss to Bates College in its sccond
tournanent match Friday night. Johnson & Wales (16-10) had stretched its winning
streak to ten by winning its irst three madches of the tournament, losing only one game in
ihe process.

Agamst the Wildeats. the 3-foot-10 mch Ibsen had 14 kills, attacked at 262, and added
six blocks. and Abclli had a season-high 38 of the team’s scason-high 120 digs and also
bandled 22 of 24 recepuions. Senior Sandra Jagues (Mitford) had nine digs, 29 digs and
handled 32 of 34 receptions. Junior Courtney Sims (Manchester) provided a spark ofT
the bench by adding cight kills on a 304 attack percentage. Abelt and faques combined
to make just one error on 32 serves.

After fosing to Johnson & Wales in cach of the last two seasons in the Crabtree Classic,
the Warmors emerged Saturday from a tight mateh where every game was decided by
four or fess points. Game scores were 25-23, 26-28, 25-21, 25-22. With the maich
knotted at I-1, the Warriors scored ten of the final 13 points in Game 3 after trarling by
three pomts, 18-13. Sentor right-side hitter Jen Braswell {(Wilton) pulled Lastern into a
20-20 tie, and consecutive Wildeat atiack errors gave the Warriors the lead for good.

[nn the decisive fourth game against Johnson & Wales, Tbsen was nearty unstoppable
offensively. She had six kilis on ten attempts and Abellt dug up eight balls. Eastern
scored hive straight points to move n front, 15-10 and led by four until the Wildcats
made a run to get back o within one, 22-21. After a timeout, Johnson & Wales threw
away a chance to tie the game by commiting a key service error to give the Warriors a
23-21 lead. Ibsen and freshman Sumantha Slonski (Griswold) then teamed for a crucial
block that brought the Warriors to within a point of the win, and Ibsen’s tournament-
cnding kil settled the issue.

{more)
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The team’s 3-foot-7 inch setter. Slonski was named tournament Most Qutstanding Player.
She \\«'a-ls_;omcd on the all-tournament team by Jaques, who won the sccond Crabtree title
mn her four-year career,

I the tournament, STonski amassed 138 assists (8,02 per game), served 63 balls with just
one error, matched Thsen with 11 blocks and added 37 digs. Offensiviey, Ibsen led
Eastern with 42 kills, Jaques adding 41, Sims 28, Braswell 27, and freshman Molly
Rathbun (Hebron) 26, Sims attacked at 292, Jagues at 266 and Ibsen 246, Defensively,
Abelli collected 100 digs {6.25 per game), and iaquu 74 (4.02 per game). Sophomore
Katie Dinihanian (Stratford) picked up eight service aces, Jagues six and Slonskr and
Abelli five cach.

Iy a three-game sweep of the University of New England earlter Saturday, Jagues and
Braswell each had ten kills, Slonski 31 assists, Abelli 17 digs and Jagues 11, Braswell,
who had a strong all-around tournament, attacked at .600 against the Nor-easters and
Jagues 444,

I'riday, Lastern opened the tournament with a four-game win over Bridgewater -- beating
the Bears for the sccond time this vear - that gave them one more win than all of last
vear. Jaques had 11 kidls and lbsen nine against UNE, Abelli 24 digs and Jaques 18 and
Slonskt 38 assists.

[n their second maleh Friday, the Warmors were upsct by Bates College i five games.
Fastern won two ol the liest three games m convineing fashion before the Bobeats
remamed abive with @ 25-14 m Game 4. Bales carried its fourth-game win into Game 5
(played to 15 pomnts) by racing to an 8-0 lead. Eastern bounced back, however, with thsen
and Jaques combining for five kills to make it 8-7, Leading 9-8. Bates responded with
four straight points, three coming on Eastern errors, o post the 15-10 victory. Four
Eastern players recorded doubic freures in kifls against the Bobceats: thsen (13), Rathbun

(127, Jaques {11y and Sims (11, Slonski (41 reached 40 assists for the first time this
vear. Abetli led the dclbns&, with 21 digs and had four of the team’s 13 aces

Fastern hosts Wesleyan University Wednesday at 7 p.m.

-30-



Saturday, Oct. 18, 2008

Women’s Voilevball
At Willimantic, Conn,

Notes: Colby-Sawyer ranked No. 10 in New England: ULS. Coast Guard ranked No. 13;
Bastern unranked. Colby-Sawyer has won seven straight, Eastern eight of ten.

Fastern Conn. 3, LS. Coast Guard Academy §

Y 19

Coast Guard (10-11) 2
2 25 25

Lrastern Conn. (160-9)

e ed

Siat leaders:

CGAL Jessica Anderson 10 digs: Nicole Gurr 9 kills, 8 digs: Courtney Wolf' 6 kills, 5
blocks: Ashley Bullard 13 assists.

ii{ffbl,;‘. Kristianna Ihsen 8 kills: Molly Rathbun 6 lalls; Jen Braswell 3 kills: Sandra
Jaques 25 digs; Taylor Abelh 19 digs; Katie Dinthanian 10 digs; Samantha Slonski 24
HERTRYR

Colby-Sawver College 3, ULS, Coast Guard Academy {)

Colby-Sawyer (18-8) 25 25 25
Coast Guard (10-12y 11X 22 16

Stat feaders:

CUSC: Michetie Doody 10 kills, 280 attack pet: Meg White 9 kills, 5 digs, 400 attack
pety Kristen Romanko 7 kills, .4()2 attack pet., 2 blocks; Genny Moore 30 assists: Nicole
Duarte 3 blocks; Jfackic Burelt & digs.

CGA Nicole Gurr 10 kills, 3 blocks: Mary Bitzer 6 kills: Courtney Woll' 5 kills, 2
blocks; Ashley Bullard 19 assists; Jessica Anderson T digs.

Colby-Sawyer College 3, Eastern Conn. 2

Colby-Sawyer {19-8) 25 21 16 25 [
Fastern Conn. (16-10) 19 25 25 t5 12

Stat feaders:

O8O Genny Moore 34 assists, 3 aces: Michelle Doody 16 Kills, 304 attack pens 3.5
blocks: Nicole Duarte 12 kills, 3.5 blocks: Meg White 9 kills: Taylor Forsberg 13 digs.
Mickey Lapan 9 digs.

EOSU: Kristranna thsen 15 kills; Molly Rathbun 15 kilis: Sandra Jaques 33 digs, 8 kills:
Tavlor Abelli 35 digs, 3 aces: Nicki Anderson 3 aces; Samantha Slonski 37 assists.

=34~



Wednesday, Qet. 22, 2008

SUNY NEW PALTYZ POWERS PAST EASTERN W-VOLLEYBALL, 3-1
Vercrans win out over youth as Hawks stop Warriors, 25-8, 25-17, 23-25, 25-§4

NEW PALTZNA A veteran SUNY New Paliz team - a winner of its first 17 matches this scason got
S kalls from jumor Britany Covie and 14 from senior Samantha Prudente in rolling 0 a four-pame win
aver the Bastern Connecticut State University women's volleyball team Wednesduy night at the Heaith and
Fitness Conter,

Adter droppimg the first two games (25-80 25-17), Eastern (16-11) responded by scoring six late oINS o
overcome a four-point delicit and win Game 3 (25-22), SUNY New Paltz (22-6), which recently wrapped
o the Bast Bivision chanpionship of the competitive State University of New York Athletic Conference.
raced o E3-3 fead iy Game d and posted a 23- 14 deasion o deieat Lastern (o1 the second ume i as

DAY Vs,

Four of Bastern s sixostartery were freshmen i the mateh. whiie New Paly countered with two seitiors and
three Juniors amony i1s starters.

Seaior right side Jess Braswell (Wilton) had two kills | and senior middic hitter Alexandra Siivestros
{(North Branford) and junior outside hitter Ashley Tuggle (South Windsor) one in the late stages of
Game 3 that wiped out a 201-6 deficit and carried the Warriors in1o a 22-20 lead. Freshiman setter
suanantha Slenski (Griswold) led the Warriors defensively in the Game 3 win with elehi digs, senior
viside iter Sumidbva dagues (Milleed) contrtbuting seven and sophomaore libero Alvsss Ruta (Holbrook,

MY s stonska also had nine assisis w that viclory,

Stonski concluded the evening with 17 digs and 19 assists, with freshiman middie hiter Kristianna Ibsen
{shetton) feading the way with nine kills, four service aces and (wo biocks. Braswell added six kills and
seven assists and Tagues six kills and 1o digs. Ruta had 14 digs, freshiman defensive specialist Nicki

Anderson (Rast Lyme) cight. faques also received 27 serves with only two errirs,
I addivon o her kills, Covle served seven of the Hawks™ 15 aces and Prudente complemenied her kills
with T digs. Senior Nicole Mereadante led New Paliz with 12 digs and junior seter Stephanie Bova

Feshed seith 36 assisis.

Fhie Joss drops Busters o 3-2 this vear against opponents located outside New Fngland. Despite the loss,

e Sarrions fino won cight of thew Jast F slee splitiing is st T natches o die s ear

Lastern s adle for five days until hosting Salve Reging University Tuesday at 7 pan.
SUNY New Paliz 3, Fasters Conn. |

17 22

Lastenn Coan. (16-11) 8
New Palty (22-63 15 25 22
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Tuesday. et 28, 2008

EASTERN W-VOLLEYBALL SWEEPS SALVE REGINA, 3-0

Winners of uine of their lust 12, Warriors post 26-24, 25-19, 25-2F wins

WILLAMANTIC, Conn. - Freshman middle hitter Kristianna Ihsen (Shelten) had 14
kills and treshman libero Tavlor Abeilli (Cheshire) had 18 digs to lead the Fastern
Conneeticut State University women’s volleyball team to a sweep ol Salve Regina
University Tuesday mght at Franeis E. Geissler Gymmnasium. Game scores were 26-24,
25-19.25-21.

ftwas the second win this year for Eastern (17-11) over Salve Regina (1 1-13) and gives
the Warriors nine wins in their last 12 outings. Eastern ended a brief two-match losing
streak with its 1ilth win without a loss in this series with Salve.

As they did in the four-game win over Salve Sept. 6. lbsen led Castern offensively and
Abellr defensively. Ibsen had 13 kills and attacked at 346 in the carlier victory and
Abelli picked up a a team-high 21 digs when the tcams met on the first weekend of the
season at the Endicott College Invitational. Ibsen attacked at 458 Tuesday and also
added three service aces. Abell was perfect on 18 serve receptions to uo along with her
digs and senior outside hitter Sandra Jaques (Milford) conuited only one error on 16
receplions.

Freshiman outside hitter Molly Rathbun (Hebren) followed Ibsen with eight kills and a
00 attack percentage. Freshman setter Samantha Slonski (Griswold) collected 28
Assists,

Six-toot onc mch freshman middle hitter Julianne Barry (Randolph, MAY ted Salve with
P Kitls, w421 attack percentage, and two blocks. Junior middle hitter Natalie Ruberoff
(New Harttord, CT) had eight kills, jumor outside hitter Deanna Salter (Westwood. MA)
ten digs and two blocks, and freshman setter Jessica Meyer (Seymour, CT) 23 assists.

Ranked Noo B4 m New England, Lastern led throughout Game 1 untif the Seahawks took
therr first lead, 22-21 on an Lastern error. With the score tied 24-24, Tbsen put the bail

{more}
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down for her fourth Kill of the game and junior outside hitter Ashley Tuggele (South
Windsor) scrved her only ace (o give the Warrors the two-pomt win.

The Warriors led throughout Game 2 afler jumpimg (o a 5-1 lead. Leading 16-12, Eastern
ran ofl six strazght points behind two kills from Rathbun, one from Slonski and an ace

irom Tbhsen

The Seahawks owned the first half of Game 3, moving out to o 17-10 lead before the
Warrtors again recled o0 s straight Lo gain e momiehitdin, bsen accuuaied i iitee ut
those points with kills, Jaques one \-\«ﬂh an ace and Slonskr one with a block.

Eastern scored the final ¢ 13%1 pomts of the game to top off a final 13-4 scoring run.

thsen had [ive Kills in the final game. Jagues and Slonski contributing three each and
sophomore defensive spccu‘zlist .-'-\l}-bsd Ruta (Molbroeok, NY) coming off the bench to
serve three aces.

astern hosts Smuth College Thursday at 7 pom.
Eastern Conn, 3, Salve Regina U. 0

Sabve Regma (11-13) 24 19 21
Fastern Conn, {(L7-113 26 25 25
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FEASTERN W-VOLLEYBALL NOW 10-3 IN LAST 13 MATCHES

fhsen, Jagues power Warriors past Smeieh in four games, 25-14, 23-25, 25-17, 25-14

WILLIMANTH, Conn. - Freshman middle hitrer Kristianna fthsen (Sheiton) had 17
kills and semor outside hitter Sandra Jagues (Milford) 29 digs (o lead the Lastern

Connectival St University women s vollevball team 1o s tenth wimn i sis last 13

sralchies with g four-game victory over smiih Colle wirsday might at Frauew L.

ae Tl
Cemssier Gymnasivnn. Game scores were 25-14, 23- 25.25-17.25-14.

After attacking over 300 in just onc of its ticst 27 matches, Eastern {(18-11) recorded its
sceond strarght mateh above that mark, The Warriors attacked at 351 in gaining ther
seven home win in ten ouiings.

[bsen recorded her 8" match of double-digit kills, Emd g both clubs and also topping

T
153

the Winrriors with three blocks. Jaques Ted Bastern with 29 digs, chipped inseven Kills
and o 353 anaek percentage. and was also successiul on 26 6 28 recept o attempts.
Froeshman Bibero Tavier Abelli (Cheshive) lollowed Jaques with 19 digs. Freshunan setier
samantha Slonski (Griswold) set 34 assists and had two blocks, and junior nuddle huter
Courtney Sims (Manchester) and freshman outsider Molly Rathbun (Hebron) cach

added six kilis. Sims atracked at 294,

Ranked No. 14 in New England, Eastern scored the first three points of Game | and held
the lead the rest of the way. Jaques had four of her mateh total ot seven kills in that game.

Sinith (12-%73ed by five poiats Inthie Tate stages of Game 2 and withstood a mild
E:;mcz‘i‘s threat over the Tnal points o hold on for a tow-poiat win. Ibsen had nine of her
vame-high ol of kills in Game 2, including three straight and a block that helped puli
Lastern to within 24223, Sophomore outside hitter Alexandra Risst’s kill c,nda,d 1hL game
i Smith’s favor.

The Warriors had the upper hand throughout most of Game 3. The teams traded five-
point runs midway through the game that left the Warriors with an 18-15 fead. With
Pastern down 1513, Jaques and Braswell came through with kills and Abelli served an
ace to make it ia-15.

(more)
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Fastern chinched the win with the Game 4 victory., A six-pomt burst extended a three-
poimnt lead w ome, 18-9 and the Warrtors were never threatened thereatier. Abelh had her
third ace of the match and Jaques and Slonski each coninbued kitls m the run.

Janior bibero Brianne Connizzo handled 34 receptions with one error for Snuth.

Tanior outside Biver Mikal Minarieh added erght kifls and sophomore setier Laura

Muartines had 14 assists.

Fastern closes out the reeular scason Saturday at noon when it hosts Massachuscuis

Diartmoutihin a Lade Fast Conference maleh.

Hastern Conn. 3, Smith College |

Siith College (12-18) 4 23 17 14
Paswerny Conn, (18- 25 23 25 25
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little east conference

saturday., November |, 2008

FEASTERN VOLLEYBALL WINS FINALE, WILL HOST LEC FIRST ROUND
Warriors down UMass Dartmoutl in four games, will be No. 3 in conference playoffs

WL IMANTIC. Conne - Preshuoien kristianna fbhsen (Shelton) and Molly Rathbun
(Hebronm) combmed Tor 30 ks to fead the Rastern Connecticut State Luiversity
wormen’s vollevball team 1o a four-game Litle Bast Conference win over the Piniversity
of Massachusetts Dartmouth Saturday alternoon in the regular-scason finale for both
teams at Francis B. Geissler Gymnasium. Game scores were 25-10, 19-25,25-14, 25-10.

Acwinner of T ol its final 14 regular-scason matches, third-seeded and three-time
defendme wurmament champion Eastern (19-11, 4-2 Little casty will host sixth-sceded
UMass Dartmouth (12-13, §-3 ittle cast) in one of three [rst-round matches Tuesday
mght at Genssler Gym.

All seven teams quahiy for the playoffs. with top-seeded and regutar-season champion
Keene State College being awarded a first-round bye. The three first-round winners

g

advance to the semifinals. hosted by Keene Friday. Keene will host Saturday’s final.
Ibsen led all players with 19 kills, Rathbun addig 11 kills and ninc digs. Senior Sandra
Jagues (Milford) had 20 digs, freshman Tavior Abelli (Cheshire) 13, senior Jen

Braswell (Wilton) 11 and freshman sctter Samantha Sionski (Griswold) 35 assists.
Fathbun attacked at 286,

UMass, which lias lost s fast 31 straight to Eastern, was led by freshman Adlie
Mastrocola (Swansea, MA) |, who had 11 kills and eight digs and was successtul on 27 ol
29 reception attempts. Senior Hilary Teichert (Pocasset, MAY added 10 kills and cight
blocks. Senior setter Mellanie Staiger (Bowrnedale, MA) had 23 assists.

Sinee an 8-8 start, Bastern has won P olts Tast 14 and stand 8-3 at home.

Fastern Conn, 3, Ubass Darimouth 1

UMiass Dartmouth (12-130 125 Little easn) K8 25 14 16
Fastern Conn, ( (19-11, 4-2 Htle east) 25 ] 25
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Tuesday, November 4, 2008

EASTERN W-VOLLEYBALL ADVANCES TO LEC SEMIS

Warriors ger 28 kills and a 329 aitack percentage from top three players

WILLIMANTIC, Conn. — Senior Sandra Jagues (Milford) and freshmen Molly
Rathbun (Hebron) and Kristianna Ebsen (Shelton) combined for 28 kills and a .329
attack percentage in leadimg the third-seeded Fastern Connecticut State Unyversity
women’s volleybalt team to a sweep of sixth-seeded University of Massachusetis
Dartmouth o the frst round of the 2008 Little East Conference Women's Volleybali
Tournament Tuesday night at Francis . Geissler Gymmnasium.

A winner of 12 of s last 15, Eastern (20-11) meets sccond-seeded University of
Massachusetts Boston in the {irst of two tournament semifinal-round matches Friday at 4
p.m. I the second semifinals, top-seeded Keene State Coilege hosts fourth-seeded
Western Connecticut State University at 6 p.m. The tournament championship match is
scheduled for Saturday at noon. All three matches will be hosted by regular-season
champion Keene State.

Keene received a lirst-round bye while UMass Boston and Western Connecticut
ciiminated Rhode Island Colicge and Plymouth State University by 3-1 scores,
respectively, Tuesday night.

A winner of seven of 13 LEC tournament titles, including the last three, Eastern
mmproved to 0-0 all-time m conference tournament play against UMass Dartmouth (12-
14}, which doubled its win total from last vear’s 6-20 showimng.

Lach team started lowr freshmen in the match, which was completed in 67 minutes.

Ibsen had 11 kills and attacked at 400, while Jagues added ten kills and a 321 attack
percentage and Rathbun seven kills and a 250 attack percentage. Ibsen also contributed
four blocks and twe service aces, and Jaques ten digs. Jagues and [reshman libero Taylor
Abelli (Chesliire) combined to handle 43 ot 44 receptions, Abellithe conference teader
in digs, led the Warriors with 12 digs,

{moire)
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Ao teum, Bastern attacked al L2590 and commiited only one ceception error in downing
UMass for the second time n {our days.

Freshman setier Samantha Slonski (Grisweld) doled out 29 assists, freshman Nicki
Anderson (East Lyme) adding nine digs off the bench and serving 12 balls with just one

Crrow.,

For UMass, sentor middle biocker Hilary Teichert {Pocasset, MA)

had eight kills and attacked at .200: freshman outside hitter Allie Mastrocola (Swansea,
VAT added seven kills and handied 20 receptions with two errors; freshman outside
hatter Cami Ascher {Natick, MA) chipping i six kills, senior setter Mellanie Staiger
(Bouwrnedale, MA) 23 assists and, nine digs, and freshman libero Shannon Brodie
(Chelmsford, MA) 11 digs.

astern raced o an 11-3 lead i Game 1 before the Corsairs countered with a 13-6 run
that pulied them to within a pemnt, 17-16. Ibsen and senior right side Jen Braswell
(Wilton) then teamed for a block and a UMD attack error gave the Warriors a 19-10 lead.
UMass did not get closer than twe points therealter.

[astern scored the first four points of Game 2 but Tater needed a 7-2 burst to pull away
[rom a one-pomt fead. Ibsen had two kills, a block and a service aces m that decisive run.
Rathbun got untracked in that game. After failing to record a kitl in her first erght
attempis, she collected four kills in her fast six swings ol the game, and chipped in three
more i the tinal game. Jagues had kills oncher final Tour attempts ol Game 3.

The win gives Fastern its 20" viclory in a scason for the fourth time in five years and
sixth time 1o cight seasons. Last year's tcam won only eight matches n the regular season
before winmng three straight o capture its third straight LEC ttle.

Fastern Conn. 3, UMass Dartmouth §

UMass Dartmouth (12-14y 2
Fastern Conn. (20-11) 2
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Friday. Nov. 7. 2008

UMASS BOSTON CLOSES OUT EASTERN W-VOLLEYBALL SEASON
Second-seeded Beacons sweep three-tisie defending LiEC playoff champions

KEENE, N, — Third-seeded Eastern Connecticut State University was eliminated i the senufinal round
of the 2008 Little East Conlerence Women's Volleyball Tournament with 25-19, 25-14,25-135 losses to
second-seeded University of Massachusctis Boston Friday night at Spaulding Gymnasgium on the Keene
State College campus.

A winner of [3 ol fast 16 and 17 of irs Tast 19, UiMass (25-8) moves ido its first final Saturday at | poo
against lop-seeded Keene State Collepe (28-8). The Owls won their " straight mateh carlier Friday with a
four-game viciory over fourth-seeded Western Conneciieut State Lhniversity, The champonsinp will be the
first for either UMuass Boston or Keene Stale,

Fastern (20-12), which won ity thivd straight title tast vear despite only winnng eight matehes i the regular
scason, had a our-matel winning streak snapped in being swoept by UMass for the second tme this year.
The Warriors had won 12 of their last 15 entering play.

Against the Beacons, Fastern led only once in the match when it scored the first point of the fivst game on a
UIMass service error, UMass scored three straight points on two kills and an ace 1o open up & four-point,
F1-7 dead in Game 1. The Beacons scored Dive straight points m Game 2 on three kilts and two Lastern
attack cerors o move oud 1o a 10-9 fead. In the linal same, the Beacons scored Tour of the Dist five poimts
and the Warriors never got closer than one point afier the early stages of the game.

Wil three starters standing S-feet- 11 inches or taller, UMass was credited with blocks on nearly one-third
of Bastern’s 26 attack errors. The Warriors attacked at only .019 in the match, as freshman middle hitier
Molty Rattivan and junior outside hitter Kate MeWhorter combined for 14 blocks. McWhorter. the iop
oflensive player in the conference, also collected 16 kills and jumor ibero Mcepan MacAuley came up with
I8 digs.

Eastern middle hitler Kristianna Ibsen (Shelton), the team’s top offensive player and blocks leader and
one of Tour freshman starters, had six kitks and two blocks but commited ten attack crrors. Senior outside
hiteer Sandra Jagques (Miiford), one of three Fastern players who closed out careers with the loss, led the
Warmors with seven kKiils without committing an atiack error on 21 nes. Jugues also recorded 31 receptions
with only two cerors. Freshman lbero Taylor Abetti (Cheshire) was successful on 24 of 26 receptions and
matched Jaques with seven digs. Senior right-side hitter Jen Braswell (Wikon) led all Eastern players
witly H digs, with [reshman setier Samantha Slonski (Griswold) digging nine balls and setting for 22
RERIEILS

Massachusetts Boston 3, Eastern Conn. 0
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Fastern Conn, (20-12)

I
Lifhlass Boston {23-8) 2
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MOLTA, Bob (Athletics)

From: Kaufman, Stuart [skaufman@keene.edu]
Sent: Friday, November 07, 2008 9:02 PM

To: news@keenesentinel.com; sporls@wmur.com; sports@unionleader.com; sporis@cmaonitor.com,
Sports@vnews.com; sports@eagletimes.com; sports@bostonherald.com; Staton, Jamie F;
sports@globe.com; Bob Lund; Litchstop@acl com

Cce: amess@wecsu.edu; russells@wcesu.edu; Alan Wickstrom; MOLTA. Bob (Athietics);
sid@iittleeasl.com

Subject: LEC W. Volleyball Tournamen! Semifinals: Keene State and UMass-Boston Advance to finals
LITTLE EAST CONFERENCE WOMEN'S VOLLEYBALL TOURNAMENT
KEENE STATE AND UMASS-BOSTON ADVANCE TO FINALS

Match 47 1 Z 3 4 F

if4 Western Conn. (19-9) 22 22 25 20 1

#1 Keene State (28-8) 25 25 23 25 3

Match 72 1 2 3 F

#3 Lastern Conn. (20-12) 19 14 15 {

#2 UMass-Boston {25-8) 25 25 25 3

Championship: Keene State vs. UMass-Boston, Sat. Nov. 8, 1 p.m. at Spaulding Gym

KEENE, N.H. 11/7/08 — Top seed Keene State College and second seed UMass-Boston
will play for the 2008 Litte Fast Conference championship and an automalic berth to the
NCAA Division [ tournament on Saturday after posting semifinal wins in the tournament on
Friday night at Spaulding Gyminasiam.

In the opening match, Keene State (28-8) defeated #4 seed Western Conn. (19-9) in four
highly-contested games 3-1 (25-22, 25-22, 23-25, and 25-20). Second seed UMass-Boston (25-8)
deteated #3 sced Eastern Conn.(20-12) in the second match 3-0 (25-19, 25-14, and 25-15).

All four games in the Keene State-Western Conn. match were decided on late points. In
the first game, the Owls took its tirst lead (22-21) on an attempted kills by the Colonials that
wenl wide of the court. Freshman Ellyse Davis (Londonderry, N.H.) gol the deciding point
with a kill to give K&C a 25-22 win.

A key block by junior Jordan Pokryfki (Wasilla, Alaska) put the Owls up 23-20 as the
Owls went on to win the second game 25-22.

Trailing early, the Warriors reeled off seven straight points to go up 15-14 in the third
game. With the scored knotted at 23-all, sophomore Natalie Crosby (East haven, Conn.) had a
kill and junior Chrissy Bell (Prospect, Conn.) served up an ace as WCSU took game three 25-

[
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KSC, which went up 22-15 on an ace by freshman Bridget O'Bryant (Merrimack, N.H.),
never trailed in the tourth and tinal game. Senior Brittany O'Bryant (Merrimack put the match
away (25-20) with a kill.

Ik

Fhe first ones out of the way, but I don’t think it’s our best volleyball,” said K5C Coach
Bob Weiner. “Our best match is going to be ahead of us. Bul I'm so happy to have the
opportunity to have that match.”

“It took awhile for us to get rid of out jitters,” said junior libero Sarah Peterson
(Danville, N.H.), who finished with 28 digs. “We have to go out tomorrow and play like we
have nothing to lose.”

“I think we were a tittle bit nervous coming into the match. Evervone single player,
especially the upperclassmen wants this championship so bad,” said Pokryftki, who had 43
assists in the match, “Tomorrow is going to be a tough match, so we need to work as team
and hopefully we can get it done.”

Bridget and Brittany O'Bryant led the Owl offense with 14 and 13 Kills respectively.
Brittany also had four blocks.

Crosby led the Warriors with 15 kills, junior Rebecca Stein (Kingston, N.Y.) had 14 kills
and five blocks and freshman libero Kelly Collins finished with 27 digs for the Colontals.

UMass-Boston led from start to finish in its three game match against the Warriors. The
Beacons pulled away in the late stages to take the first game 25-19. A service ace by junior Kate
Mcewhorter (Bukersfield, Cal) put UMB up 20-13 on the way to a 25-14 second game win, The
Beacons built up an 18-10 lead, taking the third game 25-15.

McWhorter topped UMD with 16 kills and six blocks. Junior Megan MacAuley
(Upland, Ca.) added 18 digs, freshman Cassy Hanneman (Denver, Co.) contributed 28 assists
and two aces and freshman Molly Rattigan (Dorchester, Mass.) [inished with eight blocks and
two aces.

Senior hitter Sandra Jacques and freshman Kristianna Ibsen (Shelton, Conn ) had seven

and six kills respectively to lead the Warriors. Senior setter Jen Braswel (Wiltor, Connj

added 11 digt&.

Keene State, which extended its winning streak to 11T matches, will be making ils

FI7E 2008



Friday, Nov. 7, 2008

UMASS BOSTON CLOSES OUT EASTERN W-YOLLEYBALL SEASON
Secoid-seeded Beacons sweep three-time defending LEC playoff champions

A Thivd-seeded Bastern Connecticut State University was elimnmated i the senubmal vound
st Conference Women's Vollevball Tournament with 25-19, 2514, 25-15 losses o
second-seaded University o Massachusels Boston Friday sight at Spaalding Gymnasivm on the Keene
Slate Collese campus,

Awinper of T3 ol s fast 1o and 17 ol s last 19, UMass {253-8) moves mlu its [irst lmal Saturday at § pan.
against topeseeded Keene State College (28-8). The Owls won their | 1 straight mateh carbier Friday with o
four-game victory over fourth-sceded Western Connecticut State Unavuszl}-. The champienship will be the
first for either UMass Boston or Keene State.

Fastern (20-12) which won its third straight title last vear despite only winning cight matches in the regular
sepson. had o foor-mazeh winning streak snapped in being swept by UMass Tor the sceond time this vear,
The Warrtors had won 12 ol tharr last 13 entering play.

Against e Beacons, Fastern ed only once in the mateh when it scored the fiest point of the first game on a

UiMass service eeror, U Mass scored three straight poinis on twao kills and an ace o open up a [our-point.

PE-7 ead s Game 1 The Beacons scored five s‘imighl points in Game 2 on three kills and rwo Bastern
ack crrors o move out to a 16-9 fead, In the 1inal game, the Beacons scored four of the first five points

0
and the Warriors never vot closer than one poin af‘ic hc. carly stages of the gome,

With three starters slanding S-feei-F imches or taller. UMass was eredited with blocks on nearly one-third

M'I’;a%lcr? s 20 antack errors. The Warrtors attacked at ondy 019 in the mateh. as freshman middie hiter
Motly Rattigan and junior sutside hitter Kate MeWhorter combined for 14 blacks. McWhorter, the top

offensive playver i the conference. also collected 1o kilis and junior libero Megan MacAuley came up with

s digy,

Fastern middle hitter Kristianna Ihsen (Shelion), the tean’s top offensive player and hlocks feader and
anre ol four freshiman starters, had six Kitks and two blocks but conumited ten artack errors. Scnior outside
hitter Randra Jaques (Millord). one of thiree Tastern players who closed out carcers with the toss, led the
Warriors with seven kilks withoul conumiting an attack crror on 21 iries. Jagues also recorded 31 receptions
with only two errors. Freshman libero Tavior Abelii (Cheshire) was suceessful on 24 0f 26 receptions and
mitehed Jugques with seven digs. Senior might-side hitter Jen Braswell (Wilton) led all Bastern players
with U digs, with Treshman setier Samantha Slonski (Griswold) digeing nine balls and setting for 22

TSI
Rlassachuscris Boston 3, Eastern Conn, 8

lastern Conn, (20-123 v 14
FiMass Boston (23-83 25 25 25



