Monday, May 16, 2011

EASTERN SOFITBALL ADVANCES TO NATIONAL TOURNAMENT

In title game, Rathbun throws three-hitter, freshman Johnson droves in three runs in 4-1 win

PROVIDENCE, R.IL — Coming off & last-inning loss to Rhode Island College Sunday in the first
game of the championship round of the 2011 NCAA Division [ Providence, R1 Softhall
Regional, Fastern Connecticut State University told itself that it had to “move on® in the
championship game Monday morning,

And because they were able, collectively, to do that, the Warriors will be *moving on’ to the
national softball tournament for the second straight vear and 13" time in program history.

Eastern opens play in the 30th Annual Division 1 national tournament Friday at 6:30 p.m.
against Salisbury, Marviand Regional champion Christopher Newport University at the fames [
Moyer Sotiball (..omp} ex in Salem, Va.

fn Monday's one-game, winner-take-all showdown with Little East Conference foe Rhode Island
College at the Dayna A. Bazar 50%“’{13.1 (ompkx on the RIC campus, junior All-America righty
Molly Rathbun (Hebron) won her 2 gams of the yvear in 24 decisions and freshman
lefllfielder Stephanie Johnson {‘%ﬂiﬁ‘i‘huwmn} knocked m three of the feam s runs with two
singles and scored the team’s fouwrth as the Warriors rebounded from Sunday’s two-run loss to
win their fourth tournament game in five days by a scorc of 4-1.

“Adler Sunday’s Toss, we knew that we had to move on,” said fohnson, one of four freshman
starters in the lineup, "and we felt contident going into the game (Monday).”

Batting sixth in the order in Sunday’s 3-1 loss to Rhode Island, Johnson was O-for-2 with a
strikeout against RIC senior ace Amanda Berard (18-7). Batting cighth in the order Monday, she
collected half of the team’s six hits, Her seend-inning single up the middle plate sophomore first
baseman Kelly Paterson (Southingten) - who had doubled with one out — to give Eastern an
carly lead. In the fifth, Johnson led off with an mtield single to short and raced home on junior
All-New England Region Priscilla Alicea’s (Stratford) ground ball to short.

With Rathbun holding Rhode Island {38-13) to one hit through five innings, the Warriors
virtuaily sealed the win on Johnson’s two-out, two-run single - again a sharp ground ball through
the middle -- in the sixth. Sophomore cleanup hitter Arielle Cooper (Mystic) and Paterson drew
walks around a Berard strikeout and both move moved up on a sacrifice bunt by DP Rachel
Soychak (Mahopac, NY) - the team’s only senior -~ to set the stage for Johnson™s two-run
single,

Rathbun fanned six and walked one in her complete-game, three-hit performance and also had
two hits. The two-time All-America and conference Pitcher-of-the-Year, Rathbun set down the

first 12 batters in order before walking Chelst Panarelli to open the fifth.

{more)
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Trailing 2-0, the Anchorwomen ran themselves out of a chance to get back mnto the game in the
fifth inning. With one out and Panarelli on second and Kristina Gingell (single) on first, Emily
Johnson popped the ball up behind the second base bag, Freshman shortstop Megan Godwin
{Manchester) was unable to grab the pop because she was shiclded by Panarelli standing on the
bag, as the ball fell to the ground. Godwin was unsure if the infield fly had been called by home
plate umpire Ron Vargas (it had been, thus making the batter Johnson automatically out), so she
ficlded the ball and fired to Cooper third base in the hope of forcing Panarelli. Unsure if she had
to head tor third (which she did not) to aveid the force out, Panarelli was caught off second on
Cooper’s return throw to Godwin covering second to end the inning,

A one-out opposite field triple by No. 9 hitter Stacy Pokora — whose three-run, seventh-inning
home run at lifted RIC to Sunday’s 3-1 victory — and a suicide squeeze bunt by leadoff hitter
Kayla Jandreau accounted for Rhode Island’s run in the sixth ning,.

Rathbun, Johnson, Cooper, Soychak and Godwin represented Eastern on the | 5-person all-
tournament team. fn the tournament, Rathbun pitched all 34 innings with o 0.82 ERA, 45
strikeouts and seven walks, two shutouts, with an opponent batting average of . 108 (she also
batted 438 (7-for-16) with five runs and five RBI) . Johnson batted 400 (6-for-15) with five
RBI, Cooper 231 (3-for-13) with six runs and four RBI, a team-high cight assists and two
puteuts in the ficld; Soychak (167 (2-for-12) with three RBI and a run; and Godwin 333 (5-for-
15y with four runs and an RBL eight putouts and five assists in the field.

[ six games (all played within a month} against RIC this year, Rathbun was 4-1 with 2 0.91
LRA 1 38 /3 mnings, 48 strikcouts and six walks and o .132 opponent batting average as the
Warriors won five times. Godwin batted 353 i those games, freshman second baseman Jen
Tamindzija (Malden, MA) 385, Paterson 350 with 35 putouts and an assist in 36 chances at
first base, and Johnson and Alicea 350,

A first-round win in next weekend’s nationals would move the Warriors into the winners' bracket
of the eight-team, double-elimination tourmament Saturday at 6:30 p.m.. against the winner of
Friday's 4 pan. first-round game between Messiah College and DePauw University.

ifits loses its first game, Hastern drops into an elimination game Saturday at 1:30 p.m. against
the Messiah- DePauw loser. The Warriors split two games with Christopher Newport in last
year's nattonal tournament, loging an opening-round 8-0 decision without Rathbun (who
contracted food poisoning the night before the start of the tournament) before later eliminating
the Captains, 5-2. Eastern downed DePauw, 8-1 in a third-round game last year after losing to
DePauw on the 2010 Florida trip.

In other tirst-round games Friday, Lintield College meets SUNY Cortland at 11 a.m., and Luther
College faces the University of Texas-Tyler at 1:30 p.m.
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Sunday, May 15, 2011

EASTERN PUSHED TO LIMIT IN NCAA SOFTBALL REGIONAL

Rhode Island College forces deciding game Monday with seventh inning home run

PROVIDENCE, R.1. - Winning its first three games in the NCAA Division ITI Providence, R.1
Regional Tournament afforded the Eastern Connecticut State University some wiggle room
heading into the championship series.

If Eastern (33-5) returns to the NCAA Division II1 national tournament later this week for the
second straight season and 13™ time overall since 1982, the Warriors will have to take full
advantage of it.

Needing a victory to force a one game, winner-take-all showdown, fourth-seeded and host Rhode
Island College (38-12) proved that the fifth time was the charm against Eastern with a dramatic
3-1 win Sunday afternoon at the Dayna A. Bazar Softball Complex on the RIC campus.

With just one hit and eight strikeouts in 13 previous plate appearances this season against junior
All-America Molly Rathbun {(Hebron), freshman No. 9 hitter Stacy Pokora belted a three-run
home run with one out in the top of the seventh inning to keep Rhodc Island’s hopes alive for a
third national tournament appcarance in the last five years.

The winner of Monday’s 10 a.m. start will open Friday in the eight-tcam, double-elimination
tournament at the James I. Moyer Complex in Salem, VA. Luther College (IA) and Christopher
Newport University (VA) have already qualified, with the other six regionals expected to
conclude either today or Monday.

The home run for Pokora — who had struck out in cach of her two previous appearances in the
game — was the third of her career and only the third allowed by Rathbun (22-1) in 167 innings
this season. It was also the first by an RIC batter off Rathbun in five games this season, with the
Warriors having compiled a 29-6 advantage in runs in four previous wins against their Little
East Conference rival.

“Rhode Island’s a great team,” noted Rathbun afterward. “We have a very, very tough
conference, and this says something about our conference with two of our teams in the regional
final. (But) we have the upper hand — they have to beat us twice. We'll be ready to go. We want
to go out to (the nationals).”

Monday, Eastern and Rhodc Island will be facing off for the sixth time in less than a month.
Before Sunday, the Warriors had swept the regular-season conference series, 4-2, 7-3, in
Providence, defeated the Anchorwomen in the final of the LEC tournament, 7-1, at Danbury, CT,
and blanked RIC, 11-0, in the second round of the regionals on Friday behind Rathbun’s sixth
career no-hitter.

(morc)
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Sunday, Rathbun allowed ouly two hits through the first six mnings and had driven in junior

rightficlder Priscilla Alicea (Stratford) from second with a single to right-center for the only
run of the game,

With one out in the top of the seventh, however, Emily Johnson reached safely on an infield
throwing error on a difficult ground ball in the 5-6 hole. Amanda Perry then moved the tying run
into scoring position with an opposite-field single to ri ght before Pokora drilled the go-ahead
three-run home run over the left field fence.

In the bottom of seventh inning, senior righty Amanda Berard retired the Warriors in order for
the first time in the game -~ collecting her ninth and tenth strikeouts in the process -~ for her first
win over Eastern this year after two losses. Berard gave up only five hits while walking three in
the complete-game victory,

The loss was only the second this year in 28 games for No. 9 nationally-ranked Eastern since
returning from Florida.

Eastern couldn’t capitalize on several scoring opportunities until finally breaking a scoreless duel
with a run in the fifth. With one out, Alicea legged out a swinging bunt, advance into scoring
position on a wild pitch, and scored standing up when Rathbun dumped a fly ball into right-
center field.

Prior to the fifth, the Warriors stranded six baserunners in their quest to break through. Alicea
doubled with one out in the first but was left at third when Berard got a ground ball and mning-
ending strikeout. In the second, a walk and single by freshman second baseman Jen Tamindzija
(Malden, MA} put two aboard with two out, but Bernard got an infield ground ball to escape. In
the third, Bernard sandwiched two walks around a sacrifice bunt by Alicea, but a strikeout and
comebacker quelled that threat. And in the fourth, sophomore first baseman Kelly Paterson
(Southington) reached on an error with one out and was sacrificed to second by Tamindzija, but
Berard sidestepped trouble with an inning-ending inficld pop.

In five games this year against Rhode Island, Rathbun is 3-1 with a 0.88 ERA, 42 strikeouts and
five walks in 31 2/3 innings and has a .450 batting average and tcam-lcading seven RBI.
Tamindzija is batting .500 in those games, freshman Megan Godwin (Manchester) .400 and
Alicea .389. The Warriors arc also fielding at .973, with only four crrors.

Against Eastern this year, Rhode Island is batting .176 and fielding at .944, with its three pitchers
showing a 3.22 ERA. Senior catcher Kayla Jandreau (.412) is the only player on the team
batting better than .250 against Eastern,
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saturday, May 7, 2011

EASTERN SOFTBALL ROLLS THROUGH LEC TOURNAMENT

For second straight year, Warriors sweep to title; Rathbun tournament’s top player

DANBURY, Conn. -- Junior All-America Molly Rathbun (Hebron) won her cighth straight
game 1n the last two years of Little East Conference softball tournament competition, leading
Eastern Connecticut State University to its second straight title, and with it, its New England-
record 18" NCAA tournament berth

Since losing both of the team’s LEC tournament games as an injured freshman in 2009, Rathbun
has defeated Plymouth State, Keene State, Western Connecticut and Rhode Island College in
each of the past two years in the tournament. This year, Rathbun (19-0) tossed a four-hitter and
Eastern (30-4) erased a 1-0 deficit by scoring six times in the {ifth on three hits and two Rhode
Island College (33-11) errors to defeat the former four-time defending LEC tournament
champion Anchorwomen, 7-1, Saturday afternoon at Westside Field.

It marks the first time in 19 years that Eastern has put together consecutive 30-win seasons. Last
year’s team won 39 and lost 6 and won its first regional title and competed in its first NCAA
national tournament since 1992,

Fourth-seeded Rhode Island had advanced to the final for the fifth time in six years -- finishing
second for the first time -~ by avenging an earlier 2-0 tournament loss to Western Connecticut
(27-12) by eliminating the second-seeded Colonials, 3-0, in Saturday’s first game.

Eastern catcher Rachel Soychak (Mahopae, NY) — the tcam’s only senior -- becomes the first
Eastern player to compete in four straight NCAA tournaments in 17 years. The regional
tournaments get underway Thursday — with Rhode Island College’s Dayna A. Bazar’s Softball
Facility serving as a regional host -- with the Warriors looking for a return trip to the NCAA
Division III national tournament, where they placed third a yvear ago after winning the Wellesley,
Massachusetts regional.

After surrendering the first run of the game Saturday in the first inning on two hits and a walk,
Rathbun tumed out the lights on the Anchorwomen. She faced only two batters over the
minimum the rest of the way -- giving singles in the third and fifth - while striking out etght in
the game and retiring the final eight batters in order.

(more)
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still trailing by a run, Eastern rallied for six runs (three unearned) in the top of the fifth on
singles by freshman leftficlder Stephanie Johnson (Southington), sophomore first baseman
and No. 9 hitter Kelly Paterson (Seuthington), and junior rightfielder Priscilla Alicea
(Stratford), two infield errors, two wild pitches, a passed ball, and a sacrifice fly by freshman
centerfielder Courtney Jobin (Oxford, MA). Paterson drove in the first run of the innin e,
Alicea followed with her two-run single, and Rathbun made it 4-1 when she plated Alicea on an

infield error.

In four complete-game victories in this year’s tournament, Rathbun fanned 38 and walked two
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Friday, May 6, 2011

EASTERN SOFITBALL ONE WIN AWAY FROM SECOND STRAIGHT LEC TITLE
In winners’ bracket, Jobin drives in three runs and Rathbun tosses third tournament CG

DANBURY, Conn. - Freshman centerficlder Courtuey Jobin (Oxford, MA) drove in three runs - two
coming on a single which gave the Eastern Connecticut State University softball team the lead for good —
as the Warriors moved to within a game of their second straight Little East Conference tournament
championship with a 5-3 win over Western Connecticut State University Friday evening at Westside
Field.

Top-seeded Eastern (29-4) needs one win Saturday to successfully defend its conference championship
from a year ago. Second-sceded Western (29-4) meets fourth-seeded Rhode Island College (32-10)
Saturday at 11 a.m. in an elimination game. Eastern will have two chances to beat the winner of that game
to win the title. The first game of the championship round is scheduled for 1 p.nm., with the second game
to follow.

Liariicr in the day, Eastern eliminated third-seeded Keene Slatc College (27-12-1), 7-2 for its second
tournament win to remain in the winners” bracket. The Warriors had edged Keene, 1-0 in cight innings, in
last year’s championship game at Keene, NH.

With the score tied 1-1 against Western Friday, Fastern went ahead for good with a two-oul rally. Jobin’s
single drove in senior DH Rachel Soychak (Mahopae, NY) and freshman lefifielder Stephanie Johnson
{Southington). Soychak had singled and moved to third on Johnson’s smgle.

Junior All-America Molly Rathbun (Hebron) pitched a complete-game cight-hitter for her 18" win this
year without a loss. Rathbun struck out seven and walked one. She took a 5-1 lead into the seventh before
Western scored twice on Danielle Basciano’s double. Rathbun got a comebacker to retire the potential
tying run and end the game.

Leading 3-1, Eastern opened up a four-run lcad by scoring two unearned runs in the sixth on two hits and
two errors. Junior second baseman Christine Yeomans (Durham) plated both runs with a two-out single
after being inserted into the lineup as a latc-inning replacement.

Western junior Magen Dargon (19-5) had pitched a complete-game three-hitter over Eastern ten days ago
to snap the Warriors™ 17-game winning streak and hand them their only northern loss. Friday, she was
touched for 11 hits in a complete-game loss. Dargon had pitched a one-hitter over Rhode Island College
earlier in the day to keep her team in the winners” bracket.

In defeating Keene for the third time in six days, Eastern took a 4-0 lead after three innings on an RBI
single by Johnson and sophomore third baseman Arielle Cooper’s (Mystic) second home run in as many
tournament games - a two-run shot in the third. Leading 4-2, the Warriors put the game away with a run
in the fourth on freshman shortstop Megan Godwin’s (Manchester) RBI double and two in the sixth on
on singles by No. 9 hitter Kelly Paterson (Southington), Godwin (RBI) and Rathbun.

Against Keene, Rathbun pitched a complete-game eight-hitter with 12 strikeouts and no walks.

In three tournament wins, Rathbun has struck out 30 and walked one in 21 innings with a 1.33 ERA. -30-



Thursday, May 5, 2011

EASTERN SOFTBALL QOPENS TITLE DEFENSE WITH 7-1 VICTORY

Rathbun fans 11, Godwin and Cooper slug home runs in Little East tournament opener

DANBURY, Conn. — Junior All-America Molly Rathbun (Hebron) won her 16" consecutive
decision this year without a loss with a complete-game six-hitter and sophomore third baseman
Arielle Cooper (Mystic) hit 2 two-run home run in the first inning to lift top-seeded Eastern
Connecticut State University to a 7-1 victory over No. 6 Plymouth State University in the
opening round of the six-team, double-climination Little East Conference tournament Thursday
afternoon.

In are-match of last year’s LEC championship game won by Bastern, 1-0 in ¢i ght innings,
Eastern (27-4) advances (o play No. 3 sced Keene State College (28-1 0-1) Friday at noon. The
Owls lost a 5-3 decision to fourth-seeded Rhode Island College Thursday afternoon.

Rathbun defeated Plymouth for the third time this year, the second time as a starter. She carried a
7-0 lead into the seventh before Plymouth (17-12) broke through for a run on two singles and an
illegal pitch. Pinch runner Hillary Lemelin scored from third when Taylor Mancini was caught
attempting to steal second by Eastern freshman Megan Bondy (Mystic). Bondy threw out two
runners 1n the game.

Cooper’s fifth home run of the year gave Eastern a 3-0 lead in the first inning and the Warriors
later pushed the lead to 7-0 when freshman shortstop Megan Godwin (Manchester) belted her
first career home run in the sixth — a two-run shot. In was the first time in three weeks that
Eastern had slugged morc than one home run in a game.

Rathbun fanned 11 - her seventh game of at least ten strikeouts this year — without walking a
batter.

Cooper and junior rightficlder Priscilla Alicea (Stratford) cach had two hits for Eastern, which
scored three of'its runs on batters who reached on walks. The top four hitters in the lineup —
Alicea, Godwin, Rathbun and Cooper - combined for six of the team’s seven hits, six of its
seven runs and four of 1ts five RBI,

Eastern swept Keene this past Saturday, 3-2 and 13-5 in six innings o wrap up its second straight
LEC regular-season title.
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Saturday, April 30, 2011

EASTERN SOFTBALL CLINCHES SECOND STRAIGHT LEC TITLE
Godwin, Rathbun combine for 11 hits and six RBI in sweep of Keene State, 3-2, 13-5 (6)

STORRS, Conn. — Junior All-America Molly Rathbun {Hebron) won her 15" game without a loss in the
opener and tied the Eastern Connecticut State University carcer save record in the nightcap to lii the
Warriors to a 3-2, 13-5 softball sweep of Keene State College Saturday afternoon and their second
straight outright Little East Conference regular-scason championship. The second game was stopped in
the sixth inning due 1o the eight-run rule.

Ranked No. 1 in the NCAA New Iingland Region, Rastern (26-4, 13-1 Kttle east) matches last vear’s
conference regular-season record in nailing down the No. 1 seed in the conference tournament, which 1s
scheduled this Thursday through Saturday at the sile of the No. 2 seed.

Rathbun (15-0) pitched a complete-game {ive hitler with 12 strikeouts in the opener and saved sophomore
Christine Akeer’s (Milford) 11" win of the season in 13 decisions with two hitless innings in the
nightcap, tying the program career save record of ten. In 14 LEC games this year, Rathbun is 9-0 with two
saves, 111 sirikeouts and 10 walks in 62 2/3 innings and a 0.34 ERA..

Freshman shortstop Megan Godwin {Manchester) had six hits in the doubleheader — three in each game
~ and drove in three runs, while Rathbun had five hits - including a double — and drove in threc runs.
Senior catcher Rachel Soychak (Mahopac, NY), playing her final regular-season home game, had four
hits and helped Eastem rally from two runs down in the fourth inning of the second game with a go-ahead
RBI double. I.eading 6-5, Hastern batted around in the sixth inning of the nighteap, scoring seven runs on
eight hits.

In the doubleheader, Keene (27-10-1, 9-5) sophomore catcher Nicole Dupuis (Fitchburg, MA) had four
hits and drove in two runs, while junjor first baseman Sara Stocklinski (Newton, NI} drove in two runs
with two hits and junior DP Samantha Pratt (West Hartford) knocked in two runs. Pratt ‘s two-run home
run off Rathbun in the fourth inning of the first game -~ only the sccond home run allowed by Rathbun
this year — pulied the Owls 1o within 3-2. Trailing by that score, Keene had runners aboard in the fifth and
sixth but could not push across the tying run. Rathbun got No. 3 hitter Laura Chandler (Wakeficld, MA)
on a swinging strike to strand a runner at first in the {ilth and retired three straight batters to strand the
tying run on third in the sixth,

In the first game, [reshman centerfielder Courtney Jobin (Oxford, MA) homered 1o give Gasterna 1-0
lead in the second inming and the Warriors added two more in the inning on an RBI double by junior
rightfielder Priscilla Alicea (Stratford) and RBI single by Godwin.

In the second game, Keene scored five consecutive runs Lo erase Eastern’s early 4-0 lead, taking the lead
in the fourth on consecutive RBI singles by junior shortstop Haley Chandler (Wakelield, MA) and
Stocklinski.

Leading 6-5 in the sixth, the Warriors scored seven times, with sophomore first baseman Kelly Paterson
{Southingten) driving in two with a bad-hop two-run single and (ive additional batters driving in one run
cach.

The game was a re-match of last year’s LEC tournament {inal, won by Eastern, 1-0 in eight innings on
Rathbun’s game-ending home run. -30-



Tuesday, April 26, 2011

EASTERN SOFTBALL CLINCHES SHARE OF LEC REGULAR-SEASON TITLE

Split against Western Connecticut guarantees Warriors a piec of their third title in four season

DANBURY, Conn. -- The Eastern Connecticut State University softball team had a 17-game winning
streak ended Tuesday night with a second-game  loss to Western Connecticut State University, but
clinched a share of the Little East Conference regular-season title with a first-game win at Westside Field.

In the first game, junior Moly Rathbun (Hebron) won her 14" straight game this season and 60" of her
career in 69 decisions by pitching a four-hitter and striking out 11 in a 6-1 victory. With the chance to
clinch its second outright regular-season LEC crown in the second game, Lastern (24-4, 11-1 little east)
lost for the first time up north, 10-2 in five innings. The Warriors managed only three hits off junior
Magen Dargon and the top four hitters in the Western (21-8, 6-4 little cast) combined for nine hits (two
home runs, and eight RBI and scored six runs,

Already assured of at least a share of its third LEC regular-season title in four years, Eastern can clinch
its second straight outright championship Saturday when it hosts Keene State College in a 1 pm.
doubleheader at the University of Connecticut. Keene, second 1o Fastern in last year’s LEC championship
tournament, has three losses with four regular-season games remaining. Rhode Island Coliege also has
three conference losses with six to play.

In support of Rathbun in the opener, Eastern reached two Western pitchers for 11 hits and bencfitted from
two Colonial errors which accounted for two unearned runs. Senior DP Rachel Soychak (Maheopac,
NY), freshman second baseman Jen Tamindzija (Malden, MA) and Rathbun all had two hits, with
Soychak driving in two runs.

in the first game, Bastern took a 2-1 lead with a run in the fourth on a leadoff double by Soychak and one-
out double by Tamindzija. In the fifth, one-out singles by Rathbun, sophomore third baseman Arielle
Cooper (Mystic) and freshman leftficlder Stephanie Johnson (Southington) and an error made it 4-1,
and an crror and singles by Cooper, Soychake (two RBI) and Tamindzija off Dargon clinched the verdict.

Western prevented Lastern from clinching the outright title on the host’s field by racking two Eastern
pitchers for 12 hits in the five-inming decision. Three straight onc-out walks and {reshman centefielder
Courtney Jobin’s (Oxford, MA) two-run single vaulted the Warriors into an early 2-1 lead in the second
but the hosts countered with two in the third, four in the fourth and three in the fifth.
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Friday, April 22, 2011

EASTERN SOFTBALL CLOSES IN ON LEC REGULAR-SEASON TITLE
Warriors sweep Rhode Island College, 4-2 (10), 7-3 to improve to10-0 in conference piay

PROVIDENCE, R.L -- The Eastern Connecticut State University softball team broke a tic with three runs
in the top of the tenth inning and junior Molly Rathbun (Hebron) tied the season record of 18 strikeouts
that she set three days carlier as the Warriors defeated Rhode Island College, 4-2 in ten innings i the (irst
game of I'riday’s Little East Conference doubleheader on the way [0 a sweep.

In the second game, sophomore Christine Akeer (Milford) won her tenth game in 11 decisions and
Eastern scored four times in the fifth to break a 1-1 title en route to a 7-3 victory and its 16" consecutive
victory.

Ranked No. 2 in New England, Eastern (23-3, 10-0 little east) opencd up a three game lead in the
conference race over Keene State College with four regular-season conference games remaining. Eastern
needs one win to gain at least a share of its second straight regular-season title and two to win its second
straight outright championship and a share of its third title in four years, The Warriors are 16-0 since
returning from Florida.

Ranked No. 4 in New England, Rhode Island (25-6, 5-3 little east) had entered play having won 25 of 26
since an 0-3 start.

In the first game, Rathbun (13-0) allowed six hits, one walk and one eamed run and the Warriors scored
three times in the tenth on singles by junior outfielder Priscilla Alicea {(Stratford) and Rathbun’s 100"
carecr hit, an infield error and sacrifice bunt by freshman shortstop Megan Godwin (Manchester).
Trailing 1-0, Rhode Island had tied the game in the bottom of the sixth on an RBI double by Marisa
Jandreau, who was later crased at the plate trying to score on a comeback to Rathbun.

Rathbun outdueled RIC senior Amanda Berard, who lost her first game after nine wins. Berard also tossed
a complete game, allowing six hits and only one camed run while fanning five and walking two.

Godwin drove in two runs in the second game with two hits and No. 9 freshman hitter Stephanic Johnson
(Southington), Alicea and Rathbun drove in runs in a four-run fifth inning. Akcer won her sixth straight
decision, allowing nine hits and threc runs before Rathbun came on to record the final five outs of the
game.

In the doubleheader, Godwin. Alicea, and Rathbun all had three hits, with Rathbun driving in three runs
and Godwin two. Johnson scored three times and Alicea and treshman inficlder Jen Tamindzija
(Malden, MA) twice cach.

Eastern travels to Western Connecticut in an LEC doubleheader Tuesday at $ p.m.

~30-



Thursday, April 21, 2011

EASTERN SOFTBALL RUNS WINNING STREAK TO 14 WITH SWEEP

Rathbun wins first game, saves second game and hits 20" home run in 1 -0, 3-0 victories

HARTFORD, Conn. - Junior All-America Molly Rathbun (Hebron) pitched a four-hit shutout for her
12" straight win this year in the [irst game, and struck out the final four batters and hit her 20™ career
home run in the nighteap in a 1-0, 3-0 softball sweep of Trinity College Thursday afternoon.

Ranked No.2 in New England and 17" nationally, Eastern (21-3) remains undelcated since returning from
Florida with its 13" and 14" straight wins. Trinily (17-9) had a five-game winning streak halted in the
opening loss

In the first game, Rathbun allowed only four hits, striking out seven and walking one and protected the
only run the Warriors scored in the top of the fifth when {reshman Jen Tamindzija (Malden, MA) drove
in sophomore Kelly Paterson (Southington) with an inficld ground ball.

With Eastern clinging to the 1-0 lead in the seventh, junior rightfielder Priscilla Alicea (Stratford) threw
oul pinch runner Melanie Orphanos trying to advance from second to third on a fly ball for a game-cnding
double play — the first assist of the season for Alicea.

The Warriors survived several anxious moments with key defensive plays in the [irst-game win. With
Eastern leading 1-0 in the bottom of the [3fth, Eastern freshman catcher Megan Bondy (Mystic) picked
off a runner at third base and Rathbun got a ground ball to short o end the threat.

With the game scorcless in the fourth and a runner on second with one out, Rathbun got a strikeout and
ground ball to end the inning.

Eastern managed only four hits off Trinity senior Kristen Anderson (9-3), who did not allow an earned
ran. Sophomore third baseman Arielle Cooper (Mystic) had two of those hits.

In the second game, Rathbun struck out the final four batters to carn her [ourth save, and hit her 20™
carecr home run — a two-run shot in the seventh -- to add insurance. The homer was the 98% career hit for

Rathbun, who had an eight-game hitting streak by going 0-for-3 off Anderson in the first game.

Sophomore Christine Akcer (Milford) won her ninth game in ten decisions this year and 15" of her
career, allowing only two hits before giving way to Rathbun on the long end of a 1-0 Tead with two outs
in the sixth and two runners aboard.

An infield ground ball drove in freshman shortstop Megan Godwin (Manchester) o give Easterna 1-0
lcad in the first inning and that margin remained intact until Rathbun’s seventh-inning home run.

Alices had two of Eastern’s three hits and Godwin scored two runs.

Fastern brings a conference-leading 8-0 record into Little last Conference action Friday with a 4 p.m.
doubleheader at Rhode Island College. The twinbill was originally scheduled to be played Saturday.
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Tuesday, April 19, 2011

EASTERN'S RATHBUN SETS STRIKEQOUT RECORD IN NO-HITTER

Against UMass Dastmonth, All-America fans prograp-recard I8; harls fourth career no-fiitter

NORTH DARTMOUTH, Mass -~ Junior All-America Molly Rathbun (Hebron) pitched her
fourth no-hitter in her last 17 starts and established a program strikeout record of 18 when the
Eastern Connecticut State University softball team blanked the University of Massachusetts
Dartmouth in the first game en route to two shutout Little Fast Conference victories Tuesday
afternoon.

Rathbun (11-0) allowed only two walks and hit a batter and broke the game strikcout record of
16 that she shared with Cindy Chodkowski in Tuesday’s 5-0 first-game win and also hit her 19™
career home run in the first inning to move her to within three ot a program career record in that
category.

In the second game, sophomore Christine Akeer (Miiford) pitched a six-inning, 8-0, four-hit
shutout for her eighth win in nine decisions, and sophomore Arielle Cooper (Mystie) hit her

ninth career home run as Eastern (19-3, 8-0 little east) won its 12" straight game and remained
the only unbeaten team in the conference The game was stopped after six innings.

Having won 1ts last ten against UMass Dartmouth (7-16, 17 little east), Eastern improved to 40-2
against the Corsairs in the serics. The Warriors are rated No. 2 in New England and Ne. 16
nationally in Division TII.

Unbeaten since returning from Florida, Eastern gave Rathbun a five-run cushion in the first game
by scoring four times in the fourth, then staked Akcer to a quick three-run lead after one inning
of the second game.

In the fourth inning of the first game, sophomore Danielle Bourne (Branford) plated two runs
on a single tand later scored along with Cooper on infield errors.

In the mightcap, freshman Megan Godwin (Manchester) and Rathbun doubled for the first run
and Cooper homered to decp center ficld to make it 3-0.Two innings after Akcer escaped from a
bases loaded jam, Godwin doubled again - this time sending home junior Priscilla Alicea
{Stratford) with Eastern’s fourth run In a two-run fitth that pushed the lead to 6-0, Cooper
scored on a single by senior Rachel Soychak (Mahopac, NY), and sophomore pinch runner
Katic Sckolowski (Eastford) scored on a wild pitch.

{more)}
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Rathbun faced only three batters over the minimum en route to her second no-hitter of the year,
striking out the side four times. She struck out the first six batters she faced before hitting No. 3
hitter and losing pitcher Brittany Eldridge, who was then thrown out stealing by freshman
catcher Megan Bondy (Mystic) for the final out of the third inning. Rathbun walked a batter
with one out in the fourth and a batter reached on an infield error with two out in the sixth. In the
seventh, Rathbun issued her second walk after striking out the first two batters, but got catcher
Diane Barry on strikes for the third time to close the books.

This season, Rathbun is 6-0 with a save in conference competition. She has not allowed a run in
35 nnings and has struck out 65 and walked only seven. In three seasons of conference regular-
season play, Rathbun is 21-1 with four saves, a 0.36 ERA, 239 strikeouts and 33 walks in 138
Innings.

Eastern visits Trinity College Thursday at 3 p.m. in a non-conference doubleheader.
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Sunday, April 10,2011

LATE HOME RUNS SPARK COMEBACK BY EASTERN SOFTBALL

Tamindzija, Cooper help Warriors back from late deficit and sweep of Southern Maine

STORRS, Conn. — Freshman Jen Tamindzija (Malden, MA) and sophomore Ariclle Cooper
(Mystie) hit late home runs to help carry the Eastern Connecticut State University softball tcam
back from a threc-run deficit after five innings and to a 6-5, eight-inning victory over the
University of Southern Maine and a sweep of a Little East Conference doubleheader Sunday at
the University of Connecticut softball field.

In the first game, junior All-Amecrica Melly Rathbun {Hebron) pitched a one-hitter, drove in
two runs and scored two runs in Eastern’s (15-3, 4-0 littlc east) 8-0, five-inning victory.

Trailing 5-2 in the nightcap, Eastern scored twice in the sixth on a sacrifice fly by freshman
centerficlder Courtney Jobin (Oxford, MA) and Tamindzija's pinch home run, tied the game in
the seventh on Cooper’s one-out solo home run, and won its eighth straight game in the cighth
when sophomore infielder Kelly Paterson (Southington) raced home from second on an inficld
ground ball by sophomore leftfielder Danielle Bourne (Branford). The homer was the first in
the career of Tamindzija.

Freshman Samantha Morse (South China, ME) had handcuffed Eastern in the second game on
four hits through the f{irst five innings and Southern Maine (2-22, 0-4 little east) scored twice in
the first, twice in the fourth and once in the fifth off sophomore starter Christine Akeer
{(Mitford) to move out to its 5-2 lead.

Sophomore second baseman Anna Allard’s (Parsonsficld, ME) leadoft double in the fifth — one
of five doubles in the game by Southern Maine -- knocked out Acker, but Rathbun kept the game
close by striking out cight over the final four inning in place of Akcer and keeping the deficit at
three runs.

Allard had four hits and scored two runs for Southern Maine in the second game, with senior
leftfielder Sarah Deroche (Portland, ME) driving in a run with a single and scoring in the first
inning, Morse doubling in a run and scoring and No. 9 hitter Stefanie Stockwell (Buxton, ME)
singling 1n a run in the fourth.

Cooper struck her game-tying home run in the seventh - her third of the year — on a 1-2 pitch.
Eastern won the game 1n the eighth when Paterson reached on an infield error, moved to second
on a wild pitch, and scored when neither Morse nor her left-side infielders could make a play on
Boume’s squibbler to the left side.

{meore}
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In the opener, Rathbun (8-0) allowed only two baserunners while fanning eight. Rathbun struck
out the first five batters before walking senior catcher Mclissa Caiazzo (Portland, ME) to lead off
the third. Deroche managed the only hit when she legged out a ground ball to short with two out
in the fourth.

Fastern batted around in the first inning of the first game and scored four runs on two hits, two
errors and two walks, and added three more runs in the fourth on two hits and three walks.
Rathbun’s fourth home run of the year leading off the fifth ended the game, due to the cight-run
rule.

In the first game, Paterson and freshman shortstop Megan Gedwin (Manchester) each had two
hits and matched Rathbun with two RBL

The scecond-game win for Rathbun was the 34™ in 63 decisions and moves her into second place
all-time in career pitching wins, ahead of former All-America Lisa Kirk *84. Rathbun needs 19
victoties to become the program’s all-time winningest piicher

In a battle of last year’s New England regional finalists and this year’s top-ranked New England
teams, Eastern hosts the U.S. Coast Guard Academy Tuesday ina 3 p.m doublcheader at the

University of Connecticut.
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Sunday, April 10, 2011

LATE HOME RUNS SPARK COMEBACK BY EASTERN SOFTBALL

Tamindzija, Cooper help Warriors back from late deficit and sweep of Southern Maine

STORRS, Conn. — Freshman Jen Tamindzija (Malden, M A) and sophomore Arielle Cooper
(Mlystic} hit late home runs to help carry the Eastern Connecticut State University sottball team
back from a three-run deficit after five innings and to a 6-5, ci ght-inning victory over the
University of Southern Maine and a sweep of a Little East Conference doubleheader Sunday at
the University of Connecticut softhall field.

In the first game, junior All-America Molly Rathbun (Hebron) pitched a one-hitter, drove in
two runs and scored two runs in Eastern’s (15-3, 4-0 littlc east) 8-0, five-inning victory.

Trailing 5-2 in the nightcap, Eastern scored twice in the sixth on a sacrifice fly by freshman
centerfielder Courtney Jobin (Oxford, MA) and Tamindzija’s pinch home run, tied the game in
the seventh on Cooper’s one-out solo home run, and won its eighth strai ght game in the eighth
when sophomore inficlder Kelly Paterson (Seuthington) raced home from sccond on an infield
ground ball by sophomore leftfielder DBanielle Bourne (Branford). The homer was the first in
the carcer of Tamindzija.

Freshman Samantha Morse (South China, ME) had handcuffed Eastern in the second game on
four hits through the first five innings and Southern Maine (2-22, 0-4 little east) scored twice in
the first, twice in the fourth and once in the fifth off sophomore starter Christine Akeer
(Milford) to move out 1o its 5-2 lcad.

Sophomore second baseman Anna Allard’s (Parsonsficld, ME) leadoff double in the fifth — one
of five doubles in the game by Southern Maine -- knocked out Acker, but Rathbun kept the game
close by striking out eight over the final four inning in place of Akcer and keeping the deficit at
three runs.

Allard had four hits and scored two runs for Southern Maine in the second game, with senior
leftfielder Sarah Deroche (Portland, ME) driving in a run with a single and scoring in the first
inning, Morse doubling in a run and scoring and No. 9 hitter Stefanie Stockwell (Buxton, ME)
singling in a run in the fourth.

Cooper struck her game-tying home run in the seventh — her third of the year — on a 1-2 pitch.
Eastern won the game in the eighth when Paterson reached on an infield error, moved to second
on a wild pitch, and scored when neither Morse nor her Ieft-side infielders could make a play on
Bourne’s squibbler to the left side.

(morc)
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In the opener, Rathbun (8-0) allowed only two baserunners while fanning cight. Rathbun struck
out the first five batters before walking senior catcher Melissa Caiazzo (Portland,ME) to lead off
the third. Deroche managed the only hit when she legged out a ground ball to short with two out
in the fourth.

Eastern batted around in the first inning of the first game and scored four runs on two hits, two
errors and two walks, and added three more runs in the fourth on two hits and three walks.
Rathbun’s fourth home run of the year leading off the {ifth ended the game, due to the eight-run
rule.

In the first game, Paterson and freshman shortstop Megan Godwin (Manchester) each had two
hits and matched Rathbun with two RBL

.. . .. .

The second-game win for Rathbun was the 54" in 63 decisions and moves her into second place
all-time in carcer pitching wins, ahcad of former All-America Lisa Kirk "84. Rathbun needs 19
victories to become the program’s all-time winningest pitcher

In a battle of last year’s New England regional finalists and this year’s top-ranked New England
teams, Eastern hosts the U.S. Coast Guard Academy Tuesday in a 3 p.m doubleheader at the

University of Connecticut.

-30-



Saturday, April 9, 2011

EASTERN SOFTALL SWEEPS UMASS IN LITTLE EAST OPENERS

Cooper droves in three runs and Rathbun pitches one-hitter in apener and saves nightcap

STORRS, Conn. - Sophomore third baseman Ariclle Cooper (Mystic) had two doubles and
drove in three runs and junior All-America Molly Rathbun (Hebron) pitched a one-hitter in the
opener and saved the nighteap as the Eastern Connecticut State University softball team opened
its Little East Conference scason with 3-0, 11-3 victories over the Untversity of Massachusetts
Boston Saturday afternoon at the University of Connecticut. The second game was stopped in the
sixth inning  due to the cight-run rule.

Ranked second in New England, Eastern (13-3, 2-0 little cast) extended its northern winning
streak to six with its 20" and 30" victories over UMass (13-7, 0-2 little cast) in this 30-game
series.

In the first game, Eastern scored twice in the third inning and once in the fourth on five hits, two
erros and a walk. Junior Priscilla Alicea (Stratford), Rathbun and senior catcher Rachel Soychak
(Mahopac, NY') had consecutive singles in the two-run third and freshman Jen Tamindzija
(Malden, MA) and Cooper doubles when Eastern made it 3-0 in the third.

Rathbun (6-0) faced two batters over the minimum in the first game and fanned 11. She allowed
a leadoft walk in the second and a two-out triple in the fourth. Facing the tying run in the fourth
after the triple, Rathbun got a swinging strikeout to end the inning,

In the second game, Eastern scored five times in the sixth on four hits and two infield errors to
break the game open. No. 8 and 9 hitters Tamindzija and freshman leftfielder Stephanie Johnson
(Southington) drove in three runs in the inning with a single and two-run double, respectively.

Sophomore righty Christine Acker (Milford) did not allow an earned run over the first four
innings, giving up seven hits and departing with a 6-3 lead after giving up two opening singles in
the fifth. Rathbun recorded her third save without allowing a hit.

In the second game, Cooper singled to drove in a run and scored once when the Warriors moved
ahead, 4-2, with two runs in the second. Freshman centerficlder Courtney Johin (Oxford, MA)
drove in two runs with a first-inning single.

Eastern hosts the University of Southern Maine Sunday at 1 p.m. at the University of
Connecticut.



Saturday, April 9, 2011

EASTERN SOFTALL SWEEPS UMASS IN LITTLE EAST OPENERS

Cooper droves in three runs and Rathbun pitches one-hitter in opener and saves nightcap

STORRS, Conn. - Sophomore third baseman Arielle Cooper (Mystic) had two doubles and
drove in three runs and junior All-America Molly Rathbun (Hebron) pitched a one-hitter in the
opener and saved the nighteap as the Eastern Connecticut State University softball team opened
its Little East Conference season with 3-0, 11-3 victories over the University of Massachusetts
Boston Saturday afternoon at the University of Connecticut. The second game was stopped in the
sixth inning  due to the cight-run rule.

Ranked second in New England, Eastern (13-3, 2-0 little east) extended its northern winning,
streak to six with its 29" and 30" victories over UMass (13-7, 0-2 little east) in this 30-game
series.

In the first game, Eastern scored twice in the third inning and once in the fourth on five hits, two
crros and a walk. Junior Priscilia Alicea (Stratford), Rathbun and senior catcher Rachel Soychak
(Mahopac, NY) had consceutive singles in the two-run third and freshman Jen Tamindzija
(Malden, MA) and Cooper doubles when Eastern made it 3-0 in the third.

Rathbun (6-0) faced two batters over the minimum in the first game and fanned 11. She atlowed
a leadoff walk in the second and a two-out triple in the fourth. Facing the tying run in the fourth
after the triple, Rathbun got a swinging strikeout to end the inning.

In the second game, Eastern scored five times in the sixth on four hits and two infield crrors to
break the game open. No. 8 and 9 hitters Tamindzija and freshman leftfielder Stephanic Johnson
(Southington) drove in three runs in the inning with a single and two-run double, respectively.

Sophomore righty Christine Acker (Milford) did not allow an carned run over the first four
innings, giving up seven hits and departing with a 6-3 lead after giving up two opening singles in
the fifth. Rathbun recorded her third save without allowing a hit.

In the second game, Cooper singled to drove in a run and scored once when the Warriors moved
ahead, 4-2, with two runs in the second. Freshman centerficlder Courtney Jobin (Oxford, MA)
drove in two runs with a first-inning single.

Lastern hosts the University of Southern Maine Sunday at 1 p.m. at the University of
Connecticut.
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Wednesday, April 6, 2011

IN BATTLE OF TOP REGIONAL SOFTBALL TEAMS. IT'S EASTERN

Ratitbun extends personal streak in opener; Akcer Posts first seven-inning shutout in nightcap

SPRINGFIELD, Mass. — Junior All-America Molly Rathbun (Hebron) won her 17"
consecutive regular-season northern decision in the opencr and sophomore Christine Akcer
(Milford) threw an eight-hitter for the first seven-innin g shutout of her two-year career in the
nightcap to power the Eastern Connecticut State Universily sottball team to a 5-4, 4-0 sweep of
Springfield College Wednesday afternoon at Potter Field.

A winner of seven straight over Springfield, Eastern {11-3) 1s ranked No. T in New England and
No. 16 nationally. Springficld (13-10), swept for the first time this season, 18 rated No. 4 in New
England.

Rathbun (5-0) allowed only one carned run in lowering her ERA to 1.02. She fanned ten and
walked two and carried a 5-1 lcad into the seventh before Springtield scored three unearned runs
after a two-out infield error. Rathbun led 4-0 before allowing her first home run of the season in
the fourth on No. 4 hitter Amanda Novak’s two-out solo oppostte-field home run to right. The
HR was the team-leading fifth of the year for the senior first bascman.

Rathbun, who has struck out 48 and walked six this year, has not lost a regular-scason northern
decision since dropping a 2-1 decision to homestanding Rhode Tsland College April 25 of her
freshman season.

In support of Rathbun, freshman Courtney Jobin (Oxford, MA) doubled and homered and
among her three hits and drove in three runs. The Warriors scored three runs to take a 4-0 lead in
the third on a two-out infield error and Jobin's run-scoring single. Jobin gave Eastern a -0 lead
with a one-out opposite-ficld solo home run (o right in the second and pushed Eastern’s lead to
5-1 with an RBI double that scored senior Rachel Soychak (Mahopac, NY), who doubled to
Jead off the inning.

the scason -- and freshman Megan Godwin {Manchester) had her second three-hit game in her
last six.

Godwin gave Eastern a 1-0 lead in the second with a a two-out RBI double and scored the
second run on No. 9 hitter Jen Tamindzija’s (Malden, MA) single - her first carcer RBI.

Akeer (6-1) walked two without a strikeout. She stranded five runners through the first three
innings and benefited from a sixth-inning double play.

Eastern opens its Little East Conference season Saturday with a 1 p.m. doubleheader against the
Umiversity of Massachusetts Boston at the University of Connecticut.
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Wednesday, March 30, 2011

EASTERN SOFTBALL SWEEPS WESLEYAN IN NORTHERN DEBUT

Rathbun throws third career no-hitter in opener and hits three home runs in 7-0, 11-3 wins

MIDDLETOWN, Conn. — Junior All-America Molly Rathbun (Hebron) pitched her third no-
hitter in her last 16 starts and belted a grand stam in the opener and added two home runs in the
nighlcap to power the Eastern Connecticut State University softball team to a 7-0, 11-3 sweep of
Wesleyan University Wednesday afternoon. The second game was halted duc to darkness after
SIX INMiNgs.

Rathburn (4-0) celebrated her 50" career pitching win with her third career no-hitter and also hit
a fourth-inning grand slam 1n the team’s northern opener. Rathbun set down the first ten batters
in order before walking No.2 hitter Tori Redding with onc out in the fourth. Redding was the
only batter to reach base. Rathbun (50-9) struck out seven and did not allow a ball out of the
infield until Talia Bernstein flew out to center to end the game.

Rathbun had missed her last start after being struck in the right knee with a line drive a week ago
against the University of Wisconsin-Superior.

Sophomore third baseman Arielle Cooper (Mystic), sophomore first baseman Kelly Paterson
(Southington) and senior catcher Rachel Soychak (Mahopac, NY) all had two hits in the first
game. Rathbun homered to center field to drive in four runs and cap a five-run fourth inning that
broke the game open.

In the second game, Rathbun hit her 15th and 16" carcer home runs with a two-run shot in the
first and solo blast to cap another five-run outburst in the second and freshman centerfielder
Courtney Jobin (Oxford, MA) hit her first in an | {-hit attack to complete the sweep. Jobin and
rightficlder Priscilia Alicea (Stratford) both had three hits, with Alicea doubling and triphing.
Jobin drove in three runs with a second-inning single and two-run home run in the third and
scored twice whilc Alicea drove in two runs with a second-inning triple and scored twice.
Paterson extended her hitting streak to eight with a sixth-inning RBI single. Jobin made her first
two starts of the season in center field.

Sophomore Christine Akeer (Milford) pitched a complete-game three-hitter with five strikeouts
and one walk in the second game.

Behind Paterson and Soychak, Eastern did not have an error in cither game. Paterson handled 18
chances at first and Soychak 13 behind the plate. Freshman shortstop Megan Godwin

(Manchester) was perfect on ten chances.

{more)}
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After pitching ten one-hitters, Rathbun recorded her first no-hitter a week apart in post-season
play a year ago. She allowed only one bascrunner (walk) May 7 in a 10-0, five-inning no-hit win
over Rhode Istand College in the second round of the Little East Conference Tournament. A
week later, she walked three in a 2-0 no-hit victory over Rivier College in the second round of
the NCAA Division Il regional tournament. In a 3-0 win over Bowdoin College nine days ago,
Rathburn had a perfect game spoiled with ene out in the seventh and settled for her 13" one-
hitter in 55 career starts.

The complete-game no-hitter was the 29th in the program’s 35-vear history. Rathbun moved into
a tie for third afl-time with her third no-hitter, Christia Mohan hurled nine in a four-vear carcer
ending in 1990 and Kim Durocher five in a two-year carcer in 1985 and 1986,

On Sunday, Eastern faces Tufts University at | p.m. and Wellesley College at 3 p.m. at

Wellesley, Mass. Eastern is the second-ranked New England team in the NFCA national poll,
ranking 12",
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Molra, Bob (Athletics)

From: Katten, Brian [bkatten@wesleyan.edu}
Sent: Wednesday, March 30, 2011 8:20 PM
To: sports@bostonherald.com; sports@courant.com; sports@middletownpress.com;

sports@rep-am.com; sports@winh.com; localsports@nhregister.com; sports@globe.com;
Molta, Bob (Athletics)
Subject: Softball Summary - Wesleyan vs. Eastern Conn,

Softhall in Middletown, Conn., Wed., March 30, 2011 ---
Eastern Connecticut {9-3}) 7/11, Wesleyan University (6-9) 0/3 (2nd game in 6 inns.)

MIDDLETOWN, Conn. (Wed., March 30) -- Junior Molly Rathbun (4-0) tossed her third career ho-hitter, missing a perfect game
by yielding a walk in the 4th, just her fourth walk of the season in 34 innings of work, and pounded a grand slam in the 4th, 1o
pace Eastern Connecticut to a 7-0 win in the opener against Wesleyan. Rathbun added a Ist-inning, two-run homer in the
second game and a solo shot in the 2nd inning as Eastern pulled away from an early 2-2 tie for an 11-3 victory in six innings
due to the eight-run mercy rule. Now 9-3 on the year, Eastern, ranked #12 nationally in Division Ili in today's NFCA poll, is
back on the field Sun., Aprii 3, taking on both Tufts and Wellesley at Wellesley. Wesleyan hosts NESCAC West rival Middiebury
in a double-header Sat., April 2.

Rathbun struck out seven during her no-hit effort as no Cardinal got the ball out of the infield until the final out of the game
when senior Talia Bernstein, who had a 13-game hitting streak snapped, fiew out to center. Otherwise, Rathbun got nine
graund cuts and four pep outs to go along with the seven strikeouts for the first 20 outs. Eastern picked up nine hits in the
game, two each by senior Rachel Soychak, sophomore Kelly Paterson and sophomore Arielle Cooper. Paterson had a run and
an RB! while Cooper scored twice and Soychak drove in a run for the game-winner, a grounder through the right side in the 1st
inning to open the scoring. Patersen's graund single to the right side, aiso in the 1st, made it 2-0. It was 3-0 in the 4th after
freshman Courtney fobin's RBI singie into left before Rathbun unloaded with two outs on a two-strike change-up and sent a
towering drive to straight away center.

Both of Rathbun's homers in the secand game went to left as a five-run uprising in the 2nd inning spotted the Warriors a 7-2
lead. lobin again had an RBI single to start the rally and junior Priscilla Alicea added a two-run triple to to left, making it 5-2.
Rathbun then made it 7-2 after Alicea had scored two pitches early on a wild pitch. Jobin and Alicea both finished the game
with three safeties.

Junior Chrissy Bello drove in all three Wesleyan runs with a two-run homer to center in the 1st inning and a sacrifice fly to left
in the 3rd. Eastern starter sophomore Christine Akcer {5-1) went the distance, allowing just three hits with five strikeouts.

Freshman Jess Shevins relieved for Wesleyan in both games, going seven innings in total, allowing seven hits and four runs
with five strikeouts. Both Wesleyan starters, junior Dana Levy in the first game and sophomore Caitlyn Grudzinski in the

second game, took the losses.

Eastern is now 15-3-1 all-time vs. Wesleyan,

GAME 1 —-

Score by Ianings R H FE
o Conn. St. U, 200 500 0~ 7 9% 0
van University. 000 000 0 — 0 0O 0

OAME 2

Score Dy Innings R H I

Fastern Conn. S5St. U. 252 002 - 11 11 O

Weslieyan University. 201 000 - 3 3 2



Athletics: Softball Archives Page 1 of 2

Softball: Warriors Win 7 of 10 in Florida
By Hoh Moita on March 24, j"'ﬂﬁ 342 PM

Wiliams wins extra-inning game after game-tying home run in severth
Widliams box.him
LIA-BR bow b

CLERMONT, Ha. -
The Eastern
Connecticut Slate
University softball
team was unatie to
hotd feads in the
SevENin ang eighth
innings in 2 9-8 toss
ta Williams College
Thursday aflernoon
at the National
Training Center.

Al vigin: Arialle Coogpor

s spring trip
finale later in the
day, astern {7-3}
started five
reserves against
inter-sectional opponent University of Wisconsin-Slavens Point (8-3} and
sustained an 11-2 loss m five innings.

The ioss to Stevens Point was the third siraht for £astern after seven
opering victaries. Ranked No. 3 natianally this yedr and the national thirg-
place finisher in 20110, Eastern visits Wesleyan Lniversity fora 3 pom.
duableheader ir ils northem oponers.

Wiiliams 8, Easlem 8 {8 inn)

Eastern scored five unanswered runs to wipe Ul 3 lwa-run deficit afler thre
innings, pushing across the tying runs in the top of the fourth and ihrea 0.
ahead runs in the seventh to Garry & 7-4 lead into the bottom of the seventh
Wilkams  (6-0) forced extra innings, however, when # picked up conseculive
one-cul singles hefare getting 2 one-out, three-nm game-tying home run from
designated player Kaitfin Dinet.

'he Warrlars went ahead again by SCOMNG & run inthe lop of the eighth on
reshman shortstop Megan Godwin's {Manchester) one-oul double, but
Witiiams won the game by scoring twice in the bottom of the sighth on an RE4
doubie by Alliscn Hart and 2 game-ending bases-loaded single 1o cenler by
winning pitcher Mary Bethy Daub (3-0)

Against Eastarn sophomore starler Christine Akeer {(Miltord) and junior
Rosie Manzo (Hudson, MA), the 4-5-6 hitiers in the Williams lineup each had
three hits, with Dinet driving in five runs. In additian to her seventh-inning
heme aun, Dinel stroked a two-run single i the thirg 1o break g 7-2 lie

Trailing 4-2. Eastern tied the game in the Tourth on senior catehar Rachel
Soychak's (Mahopac, NY) two-gut single that plated Manzo and Juninr
centerficider Priscitla Aticea {Stratford), who had drawn ong-out walks and
reeved Up on a ground bali by freshman righificlder Stephanie Johnson
{Southington),

The Warricrs broke the tie wih three runs in the seventh on two-out B
singles by Alicea and Johnson. Godwin and sophomare infielder Kally
Patersan {Southinglon) each had three hits for Eastewn, with Johnson,
sophomore third baseman Arielie Cooper {Mystic) and Soychak each
adding two. Conper hit her first home rus of the year with two outs i the first
inning 1o give the Warrors the early lead.

Junior All-Amesica pitcher Molly Rathbun {Hebron} missed her scheduled
start after a fine drive struck her rignt knee n Wednesday's 6-3 joss o
Wisconsin-Superiar. She did appear as & pinch hitter in the seventh Inring
and advanced a runner with a ground ball who everdually scored the go-
aheat] run. Mer pinch runner scered the secand run of the inning.

The game took two hours and 36 minules o slay and featured 13 hits by
each side, 24 stranded baserunners, five exira-base hits, nine stolen pases
and six sacrifice hits, :

Stevens Point 11, Eastarn 2 (5 inn )

Stevens scored In four inings and ended the gaene with a six-run fifth inning,
capped by cleanup hitter Katie Krueger's grand slam.

Trailing 5-C, the Warriors scored two uneamed runs in the third on a we-ot,
wo-run single by Paterson, who was making her first star af shorlstop. The
singie plated Johnson {singie} and pinch runner Katie Sokoioski {Eastlord}.

In her first start of the season, Manzo (0-2) was touchad for five runs (three
earned) on six hits Defensively, Eastern commited five errors which
accounted for three unearned runs.

Freshman righty Sara Babbitts (3-1) imiled Eastern to four hits whire striking
olt thvee and walking two in a complete-game effort.
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Softball: Wisconsin Proves Superior

By Bob Moli an Marcn 23, 2031 16:00 Ba

Line drive sidefings Rathburn in third inning; Yellowjackets win, 6.3

htm LI or bax.him

CLERMONT, Fia.
- Sophomwore
righty Christine
Akcer (Mifford)
allowed onfy one
eamad ran in
pitching into the
sixth inning and
freshmarni
shorstop Megan
Godwin
{Manchester)
drove in two rung
when the Easiem
Cannecticut State
Univarsity softbali
team cdged
Etmburst Coflege,
G-5, in the first of
fwo games
played by the

Warriors Wednasday at the Nalionat Training Center.
Above” Magan Sudwin

Shooting for her 50th carcer win against rine losses, Castern {7-1) senior All-
Arerica Molty Rathbun {Hebron) was knocked out of the game when a line
drive off the bal of Tayler VanDamme, struck her in the right knoe in the thirg
inning as the Warriorg dropped a 63 deision 1o he University of Wiscorin-
Superior in Wednesday's second game,

Ratbbun (3-0) lefl the game with Lhe scare tied, 2-2 and was schedurfed ta
hawe X-rays taken at a local hospilal Wedneday night. She s not expedted lo
piteh when the team wraps up ils £ loriga trip Thursday with two games

Fastern €, Elmhurst 5

Eastern led §-1 befare Elmhurst (2-7) scored four imes in the sixth Junior
Rosie Manzo (Hudson, MA) came on to get the last out of the sixlh on a fly
ball and Rathbun struck out the side in the seventh 10 earn her second Save.
Akserts 4-0 this year, 10-2 lifefime in lwo years

Senicr catcher Rachel Soychak [Mahopac, NY) had three hits and [unior
centerfielder Priscila Alicea (Stratford) and Manzo two in Castern's 1% -hit
attack. Alicea had an RB! tripte and sophomore third baweman Ariciie
Cooper (Mystic) doutied

Wis.-Supertor §, Eastern Conn, 3

Easlemn led 2-0 and 3-2, hut the Yellowjackels wen! ahead for good, 4-3, with
two runs off Akear in the Bfth and tacked on twa more in the sixth in handing
£astern its first nss of the year.

Rathbun pitched the first three innings and Akcer (4-1) allowed seven kits and
four runs over the final four. Neither pilcher walked a batler,

UW-Superior (10-4) junior Amanda LeBard (7-2) won her second game of
the day with a complete game, She was touched for seven hits and gave up
only one garned run while fanring three walking four. The Yellowjackets want
ahead fur good with two runs in the fifth on two hits, two stolen bases, an
error and a sulcide sgueere. Five of UW-Superion's ning nits In the gamea
never ieft the infeld.

Eastern led 2-Q by scoring unearned runs in the first and second on singles
from Cooper and Rathbun i the first and a hunt ingte by Manzo and RE|
ground bafl by Rathburn. Akcer's two-out double i the fourth followed
Coopar's one-out single sad Alicen's sacrifice bunt and put the Warriors up for
the second and last time, 3.2,

Thursdsay, Eastern faces Wiliams College at 11:30 a.m, and Wis.-Stevens
Point at 3:30 p.m.

LR O A PAPAS PP SIS IO SN S L 3L DS S S T T T, A a4



Athletics: Softball Archives Page | of 2

Softbali: Warriors Now 6-0 After Sweep

By Bub Molta on March 231, 2011 7:18 PM
All-Amarica Rathbun fires one-hitter, drives in only run against Bowdain

CLERMONT, Fla. - Juntor Afi-
America Molly Rathbun
{rabran} iossed o complale-
game one-hilter and drove in
the ondy run of the game with a
ficsl-inning double to propel the
Eastern Conneclicut State
Universily fastpiten softball
team to a 1-0 win over Bowdoin
College Monday afternoon at
the Mational Training Center.

Al lak: Muity Rathbon

Eastorn (6-0) completed its
third sweep in as many days on
the spring trip when saphomors
righty Christine Akcer
{Milford) and Rathbun, both 3-
0, combined on a six-hilter in a
4-2 victory over the Liniversity
of Chicago {2-4) Monday night.

Eastern pitching walked only one batter in two games and struck out 15,
Rathbun perfect game spoifed

Far the second consecutive year in Clermant, Bowdain {4-5) leftficlder
Carofing Dewar broke up Rathbun's bid for a perfect game by legging out an
infeld singie {0 Eastern third baseman Arielie Cooper (Mystic) with one out
i the seventh inning.

Last year, Dewar bunted lo the leflt side as e only batler {o reach base
before Raihbun got swinging strikeouls to preserve Eastern's 3-0 wiclony

Wonday, Dewar chopped s 1-0 piten to Cooper and beat the throw by a step,
Eastemn sophomore lettfielder Courtney Webar {Groton) then flagged down
a hard line drive riear the left field jine off complete-garne losing pilcher Kara
Nilan for the second oul . After Dewar moved into scoring position by stealing
second base, Rathbun walked Toni DaCampo on a 3-2 piteh, Ona 1-2 pitch,
Rathbun induced an infield fly ball frorm Moty Neslor o end tha game.

Eastern junior All-New England centerfield Priscilla Alicea (Stratford)
singled to thirg base fo lead off the bottom of the first inning and {ater scored
the anly run. She stole second, moved o thrd on a sacrifice bunt by
sophomere second baseman Amanda Palmieri (Southington), and rode
home on Rathbun's double through the right-cerder fistd aap.

RRathbun (3-0) outdusled Nitan for the win. Rathbun fanned nine and issued
the lone seventi-inning walk. Nian {2-2) allowed five hits s struck oul 12
Eastemn balters and did not walk a batter.

For the fourth game this year, Eastern did not commit an errar.
Against Chicago, Warriors capitalize early again

Eastern scored alf of
its runs in the first
two innings and
sophomiore
Christine Akcer
(Midord) and
Rathbun.combined
on a six-hitter.

Six hitters had one
hit each for Eastern,
which scored thice
times in the second
inning on two hits, a
walk, error, and wild
pitch, After the first
run of the inning
scored on an orror,
Alicea drove in No. 8
hitter Weber from
thirg! wit 3 single, and
Ihe third run scored
on a wild pitch o a
strikeout.

A third inning RBt
double and wild pitch
in the sixth
aceounted for both runs off Akcer {3-0). Rathbun, who beat Bowdain College
on & ane-hilter earfier in the day, pilched a 1-2-3 sevanth for her first save,

Chicage managed baserunners in each of the first three innings against Akcer
but came away with only one run. By that time, the Warriors had built
comfortable 4-0 lead. Akcer's best work came in the sixth, THe Maroons
came up with their second run of the agame but Akcer returned three in a row
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to prevent furlher damage and strand a runner al third, Feshman shortstop
Courtney Jobin {Cxford, MA} snared a line drive on her knees for the firs
out and Akcer got a foul out and ground ball to end the threat

Wadnesday, Eastern meets Eimhurst College at 1:30 and UW-Superior al
5:30 p.m_{that game originially scheduled for 3:30 P
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Softhall: Warriors Chop Tommies, 6-4

By Aok Moita on March 21, 2011 1-54 AM

All-America Rathbun fires seven-hitter in 6.4 vigtory over St Thomas

CLERMONT, Fia. - Junior All-America righty Motly
Rathbun (Hebron) pitched her 47th career
complete game in 48 starts with a seven-hitter as
the No. 3 nationally-ranked Eastern Connecticut
State University fasipitch softball team downed the
University of St. Thomas {MN), 6-4, Sunday night at
the National Training Center,

Allal: Rachel Soychk

I the first game: of the day, Faslern (4-0) broke
open a tight game by scaring five runs in the fifth,
sparked by senior catcher Rachel Soychak's
{Mahopac, NY) two-run single to make a winner of
sophomare righty Christine Akcer {Milford) in a 6-C triumph over the
University of Scranton.

tn a batlke of former national champions against St Thomas {7-3), Rathbun {2
-0) saved five of her six strikeouts for key spots in the final four innings,
stranding five runners over hose innings. Rathbun is now 48-3 it her career.

Eastern scored four runs in the top of the first inring withoet a hit, combining
five walks a suicide squeeze and infisid error. St Thomas starter Cassie
Snith was ifted after waiking the first wo batters of the garme

Soychak had three of Easten's six hils, while first-year sophomore shortstop
Megan Godwin (Manchester) had two hits and was credited with an RS!
when she was walked with the bases loaded in the first, Baiting fith in the
order, Soychak reached safely in & four of her plate appearances. She
walked in the first, doubled in the third and her pinch runner - sophomore
Katie Sokoloski (Eastford) - tater scored, singled with two out in the fourth,
and stroked an opposite-field single 1o right in the seventh.

Having recorded over 500 strikeouts in her first two full seasens, Rathbun
struck out only one batter through the first three innings against a dangerous
St. Thomas finewp, but bore down 1o fan five over e final four innings, With
the Warriars leading 6-2 in the fourth, the Tommies got one back in the fourth
on a leadoft double, infield error and suicide squeeze, bul Rathbun answerod
with six conseculive stikes - getting 51 Thomag' 8-0 batters on strikes, and
inducing leadoff batter Ertca Viitson on a graund biall 1o Godwin at short on an
-2 pitch.

Still gown by three, 51 Thomas threatened again in the sixth. A single and
walk brought the tying run to the plale with one out. but Rathbun preserved
the fead by getting two pinch hitters on swinging strikes,

i their final ai-bat, the Tommies cut the deficit to two on a one-out RBY single
by ko, 3 hifter Sydney Marguardt. but Rathbun completed the imperant win
with a cafled sirikeout of cleancy hitter Tmily Gregory {0-of-4 on the night)
and fly balt to center.

A fourth-inning fielding error was the first for Castern in four games this year.

The game pitted the only two programs to win back-to-back NCAA Division tH
nationat seftball tites in Lhe 29-year history of the championship. Easter was
the first tearm to accomplish the feat in 1985 and 1986 and the Tomimies
followed 20 vears later.

In the win over Scranton {0-13, Akeer and Rathbun combined on & five-hit
shutout. Akeer fanned two and Rathbun struck out the side in the seventh. K
was the team's third slraight shutout in as many games 1his year.

Junior All-New £ngland leadoff hitter Priscilia Aticea {Stratford) was 3-for-4
with two runs scored and sophomore third baseman Arielle Cooper {Mystic)
was 3-for-3 with twn RBi and a fun scored.

Monday, Eastern faces Bowdoin College at 3:30 g.m. and the University of
Chicago at 7:30 p.m
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Softball: Will Silence be Golden in 117

By Bob Mafta on March 18, 2011 448 PM

Defending NGAA regianal champions wil need newcomers fo develop

Head Cosch Diana Pepin

previews the season. (1o
min., 20 soc)

WATCH

VIDEO

WILLIMANTIC, Conzy, -
The Eastern Connacticut
State Universily fasipiich
softbalf team has made
ptenty of naise in New
England and beyond over
the: last three years,
averaging over 30 wins a
year and quafifying for
NCAA tournament play
each seasan in that
stretch,

Iy 2011, the Warriors are
aiming to improve upon -
ar al least raaintain - i winning ways, but perhaps with a different style,
Last year's ten-man band might be repiaced this year by a group of Silent
AS3as5ins

On the way 10 equaling the program record for wins {396 record) a year ago,
Easlern recorded its second-highest winnirg parcentage ((859) - highest
since the 1880 national championship season, The Warrors also qualified
autamaticatly for the NCAA tournarment for the first time by claiming their first
Litie East Conference tournament championship as the Ng, 1 seed after
winning a program record 13 (of 14) LEC requiar-season games. 1t was {he
first outright LEC reguiar-season title for fastern, which shared the 2008
Crowst.

Eastern was ranked first in New Eagland for four weeks last year and and
appeared in the national top 20 each week beginning Masch 22 After winning
eight of ten on the Flodda spring trip, the Warriors went 20-2-1 up north prior
to the conlerence tournament, beating every team il played at least ance,

Half of the stading lineup in (he finat
game of {agt year is gone, which
medns that ballis Back. Two-time
junior All-America pitcher Molly
Rathbun (Hebron) has returned, as
has junior all-region outfielder
Priscilla Alicea {Stratiord), second-
team all-conference sophomore third
Pasernan Ariella Cooper (Mystic),
senior outfielder Katie Dinihanian
{Stratford), and junior utility player
Raosie Manzo (Hudson, MA)

Al left. Moty Rathiburn

The most glaring vacancies from last
year's team which won its first regionat
title since 1992 are right up the middie:
all-region centerficider and sli-national
tournamsant selection ar leadoff hitter
Astitey Suttivan, tour-year shortslop
starter Kim Chorch, and two-year
catching startes Mikki Mustan, as wall
as ulility player/first basernan and
cleanup hitter Katie O'Tocle. In
addition 1o the graduation tosses,
Eastern wilt be without junicr
micherrDP Kassondra Siva, who wilt
it ol this year with a knee injury after
batling .316 and appearing in 17 games on the mound in 2010

“If you logk at the veterans, no one's really loud like a Kim Church ar a Sly
{Ashley Sullivan),” points out tenth-year head coach Diana Pepia. "We don't
vel have any ali-out ieaders — we'ra probably going to be rmore guiet than
anything.”

Also returning are senior calcher Rachel Soychak {Mahopac, NY), juicr
ulifity player Christine Yeomans {Durham), sophamore utility player Kelly
Paterson (Southington) - last year's everyday second basamar -
sophomare righi-handed pitcher Christine Akcer {Milford), sophomaore
citcher Katle Sokoioski {(Eastford) and saphomore outfierder Courtnpy
Weabar {Grofan).

Pepin is confident thal the nuts and bolts are on hand for another successhul

season, she feels that the intangibies -~ leadership and maturity -- need to be
developed in order to furn hope into reaiity. More than collecting hils and RB|,
three of tast years graduated seniors brought stability and experience as four-
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year members of the program. Muslon onty plaved bwa seas0ns bul joined the
program al the age of 21.

"The veterans definitely want to ga back {to the national tournament), but
they need o be patient with the newcomers 1o guide them along,” points out
Pegin. "t think {the newcomers} are trying too hard. They're working hard but
they're nol playing insfinctively. That's the biggest battte right now. They
know where we were last year {i.e. regional champions). They want Io be
therg and be part of that, but ihey don’t necessarily understand everything
that it lakes to get there.”

Toting 48 career wins and a program-record 571 stikeouts into her third
season, Rathbun (30-2, 0.75 in 2010} returns as one - i not the - nation’s
premier hurfers. Last year's national leader in shutouts {17} and least hils
allowed per game (3.007}, Rathbun will be supported on the moung by Akcer
(14 appearances/d starts as 4 freshman) and Manzo. The plan - in the proe-
season - is for Rathbun to slart the first game of a doubleheader and Akcer
and Manizo 1o go deep into Game 2, with Rathbun available to close it oul, if
necessary,

“If Molly stays healihy and Christine gives us five good innlngs and an inning
or twe from Rosie and have Moily come in and close, then we will be golden,
butl refuse to use Malty every inning of every game,” says Pepin.” | don't
Hhink that's right; 1 domt think that it's fair to her and the team. It's not going to
prepare us {for the tournament). 'd rather lake some iumps and have a
backup get exparience in case somelhing happens {to Rathbun). And | want
to keep Molty hiealthy for post season, as wel."

Soychak, who has played third base. catoher and DP in her career, iy cpen
the season as Rathbun's batterymale, with two-spor| athlete Megan Godwin
{Manchester) also a strong candidate 1o sec plenty of ime at either catcher
or shertstop. Freshman Megan Bondy (Mystic) - one of three roster players
off of Fiteh Higl's state championship team - will also vie for the starting
calcher assignment. Sokafoski will provide depti

The outfield returns relatively intact, with minor tweakes, Akicea wilt move from
right to take over for Sullivan in center, with Dinihanian back in left and Manzo
assuming Alicea's spot in righl. Weber is available 1o &lf in at any oulfield
pesition, as is freshrman Stephanie Johnson {Plantsvilfe)

in the pre-season, third baseman Couper { 958 flelding parcentage) is the
only projected returning infiald starter. Paterson {.986) may open the season
at first base, but coutd eventually see starting or regular action in the rniddia
infield. A possibie new slarting double play combination may be frashman
Courtney Jobin {Oxford, MA} al short and first-year sephomore Amanda
Paimieri (Southington). Godwin could alse start at shart or eventually fill tha:
role, with Yeomans adding depth al sccond.

When not pitching, Rathbun (team-leading 402 average} could ba the (38,
wilh athar candidates including Johnson, Akcer and Jobin. First-yaar
sophomore Danielle Bourne (Branford) and freshman Jessica Forie {West
Greenwich, RI) may spelt Cooper al third base . with Bourne also an authield
candidate. Junior transfer Jaymie Sommers (Voluntown) brings a steady
glove as a first base replacement, with freshman Jen Tamindzija (Malden,
MA) adding denth to the infleld.

in the lincup, Alicea may also replace Sullivan at the top of the arder, with
Manzo or Paimier batling second, Rathbun returning 11 the No. 2 slat,
Soychak fourth and Cooper moving up from seventh o fifth, The Eastern
lingup could feature as many as five left-handed bats in Aicea, Dindhanian,
Johnson, Manzo and Weber

The schedule will be challenging agsin and includes the Universsity af 5t,
Thomas (MN} and Weilesiey in Florida, Tufis, Coast Guard, Brandeis and
Wellesley again on the non-corfererce northera slate, and Keerne State,
Western Connacticut and Rhode island Colfege on the canference docke!

“We tell the (new) players that il doesn'l matter (who the oppanert is],” insisis
Pegin. "You are playing Eastern Sofirall, and you shouid ptay hard every time
you step on the field. On my schedule, when | give it to them, | say 'Game 1,
Game Z'. it's just a mentat tool that [ use to let them know that it does nat
matter who we are playing at the time. We're playing Eastern Sofiball.”

An 18t NCAA tournament id i 2071 would provide the Warriors - and four
-yesr senjors Dinfhantan and Soychiak - their first streteh of four straight such
berths since the program assembled a New England record 13 straight from
1982 through 1994,

AS a mernber of four straight NCAA regional championship teams and the
1990 naional champlon as a player. Pepin kiows that past success does not
automatically guarantees continued or fulure success.

"We're going lo have a target on our backs — we ware the number one laam
in New England tast year,” nules Pepin. "This year, we're working on getting
£vEryone on the same page, andg it's taking 2 longer period of time. We've
only been outside twice, and | think that this has hurt us a fitle bit. So t think
thatit's definitely going fo be game-by-game (this year). That is what we
focused on last year. This year, we need fo slay in the moment.”
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