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Saturday, May 9, 2009

EASTERN THREATENS, BUT CAN'T PRODUCE IN NCAA TOURNEY LOSS
Warriors colfect eight Iits bur strand ten; bow ourt in 3-1 softball ioss to Rowan

MAHWAH, N.J. - Ten baserunners translated into only one run for the fifth-sceded
Eastern Connecticut State Universily softball team, which bowed out of the NCAA
Division H Mahway, N.J. Regional Saturday in a 3-1 loss to third-sceded Rowan
University.

Fastern (26-13) scored only two runs in it two tournament losses, sandwiching a 4-1 loss
to fourth-sceded Moravian College and Saturday’s loss to Rowan (34-11) around a 7-0)
rout ol eighth-seeded College of Staten Island, Rowan, which lost in the New Jersey
Athletic Conference tournament championship round, is one of three remaining teams.
The Professors shut out sixth-seeded Farmingdale State later Saturday to move into the
losers™ bracket final Sunday morning against William Paterson University.

Eastern threatened in every inning — putting runners on in five of the firs six innings -
before finally breaking through in the bottom of the seventh by scoring its only run on a
one-out double by freshman leado (T hitter Priscilla Alicea (Stratford) and an RBI
opposiie-field single by sophomore leftfielder Katie Dinihanian (Stratford). The
Warriors out-hit Rowan, 8-4,

Alicca and Dinthanian led off the Warriors™ first inning by reaching safely but were left
stranded by winning pitcher Jackic Sasko (20-5). With Lastern trailing 2-0 in the fourth,
Junior shortstop Kim Church (Farmington) and junior centerfielder Ashley Suflivan
(Trumbull) reached safely to open the inning and were sacrificed into scoring position
by sophomore DP Rachel Soychak (Mahopace, NY). Sasko got two ground balls o
escupe.

Trailing 3-0, the Warriors brought the tying run o the plate when Chureh and senic
sccond baseman Kelly Finlay (Thomaston) singled, but relief pitcher ,\mlmdd bmgu
ended the threat by inducing a foul fly to left.

- (more)
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[Zastern freshman righty Molly Rathbun (Hebron) and senior righly Katie Pensiero
(dtamford) combined on a lour-hitler but walked seven, with three of the watks coming
around to account for all three of the Professors’ runs.

With a double and single and two walks, Alicea reached safely in all four of her plate
appearances, with Church reaching three times with two singles and a walk. Dinihanian
also had two hits.

[ three tournament gamwes, Alicea had five hits and three walks. und finished the scason
with her second six-game hitting streak ol the year. She batted a team-leading 625 with
a./27 on-base percentage and 750 slugging percentage in the tournament. Finlay was 4-
for-8, and senior {irst baseman Rachel Denny (Fast Haddam) 4-lor-10. As a team,
Eastern commited only one error, but its opponents was perfeet.

Alicea led Lastern on the scason with a 448 batting average, (677 slugging percentage,
530 on-base pereentage, and with 21 stolen bases and 17 walks, Her batting average was
only 1l percentage points shy of the scason record.

Rathbun won 16 and lost 7 on the mound with a 0.79 IRA and 206 strikeouts in 159 173
innings. She become only the second pitcher i program history to fan as many as 200
batters in a season.



Friday, May 8, 2009

BEHIND PENSIERO, EASTERN SOFTBALL ALIVE IN NCAA TOURNEY
Senior rosses three-lit shutout; Denny drives in four runs in 7-0 win over CS§

MAHWALL N.J. -~ Senior Katie Pensiero (Stamford) fired a three-hit shutout and
senior Rachel Denny (East Haddam) drove in four runs with two hits 1o help the
Eastern Connecticut State University sofiball team stave off elimination in NCAA
Division T Regional play with a 7-0 win over the College of Staten island Friday
morning at Ramapo College.

Fifth-sceded Eastern (26-12) advances in the losers” bracket o (ace third-seeded Rowan
Unversity (33-11), which dropped a 2-1 decision later Iriday 1o second-seeded William
Paterson University.

Six teams remain in the original cight-team double-climination tournament. The
Warriors eliminated No. 8 Staten Island (23-14), while No. 6 Farmingdale State College
knocked out No. 7 Mulilenberg College, 4-1, I'riday afternoon. In a winners” bracket

game Friday, top-seeded Messiah College blanked No. 4 Moravian € oiiub 3-0. Messiah
dnd William Paterson are the tournament’s only unbeatens.

Pensicro (8-2) spaced three singles while faming three and waiking three en roule o her
third complete-game shutout (she has also combined on three shutouts) in 13 starts. She
had a no-hitter through three before Joanna Tepedino singied with two out in the fourth.

Denny’s second home run of the scason — career-leading 21 of her carcer — staked
Bastern to a 2-0 lead in the third and Pensiero nursed that lead until the Warriors
exploded for fifth runs in the sixth on four hits, two waiks and a hit-by-pitch. Junior
Nikki Mustin (Canterbury) was hit by a pitch to force in the lirst run, freshman feado(l
hitter Priscilla Alicea (Stratford) made 1t 5-0 with a two-run single, and Penny
completed the scormg with a two-run sigle,

Two Staten Island pitchers gave up only six hits but walked seven batiers and hit one,

In addition to her two-run single, Alicea walked twice and stole her team-leading 21%

basc of the season. Alicea also leads the team in batting ((430), shugging (,656), walks
(10) runs (28), and hits (40). The multiple-RBI game was the seventh this year for Denny,

the season and carcer RI31 leader.

“34-
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Thursday, May 7, 2009

WITH OPENING 1OSS, EASTERN SOFTBALL IN NCAA LOSERS’ BRACKET
Fifth-seeded Warriors play perfect defense but drop 4-1 decision to No. § Moraviar

MAHWAH, N.J. — Jenna Carmon of Moravian outdueled Moily Rathbun (Hebron) ina
battle of right-handed starting freshman pitchers that dropped the Eastern Connecticut
State University soltball team into the losers” bracket of the NCAA Division 111 Mahwah.,
N.J. Regional Thursday with a 4-1 opening-game setback.

Fourth-seeded Moravian (35-9), which reached the 2004 national championship round,
scored single runs in the second and third innings by collecting four of its seven game
hits and added two insurance runs in the bottom of the fifth after Eastern (25-12) scraped
together its only run of the game o the top of the inning.

The start of the game was delayed for two bours and 15 minutes due o rain and wet field
conditions.

Lastern looks to remam alive n the eight-team, double-climination tournament when it
faces first-time opponent and eighth-seeded College of Staten Island (23-13) at 10 a.m.
The Dolphins were dispatched by No. | seed Messiah College in Thursday’s opening
game, 4-0.

Slowed by shin splints recently, Rathbun worked the first six innings (the first game she
did not complete in 20 starts), giving up all seven Greyhound hits and ail {our runs,
including a solo home run by No. 3 hitter Maria DeBonis thal give Moravian a 2-0 lead
in the third. and a two-out, two-run double by No. 4 hitter Sheri Bieniek in the bottom of
the fifth that made it 4-1. Rat hbt n fanned only one and watked one.

Trailing 2-0, FEastern scraiched together its only run off Carmon (14-1) in the top ol the
fitth when senior third baseman Ceourtney Caswell (Wakefield, RD) scored on the front
cnd of a double steal. Caswell had singled with one out, was sacrificed to second by
senior second baseman Kelly Finlay (Thomaston) and to third on a single by leadoft
hitter Priscilla Alicea (Stratford). Alicea was credited with her 20" stolen base of the
season in the inning.

{(more)
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Frastern had four runners reach sccond base in the game without scoring. In the third.
Fintay had a one-out single and moved 1o second on a two-out single by sophomore
leftficlder Katie Dinihanian (Stratford) before an inning-ending Iy ball. In the fourth,
Rathbun singled to fead ofT the inning but her pinch runner was caught ofl second alter
being sacriticed to second by junior centerficlder Ashley Sullivan (Trumbull). Alicea
was also lelt on second in Eastern’s one-run (ith. and pinch runner Michelle Lawlor
(Brookline, MA) was lefl at second after moving into scoring position with two out in
the sixth.

With Eastern trailing -0 i the third and two runners aboard, senior {irst baseman
Rachel Denny (East Haddam) tlicd out to deep right-center hield for the final oot
Denny, the program’s all-time home run leader, was the only Hastern player with more
than one hit. She singled with two out in the first and singled to lead oft the sixth.

For the 177 time this year, Eastern played perfect delense. with Rathbun, Caswetl and
Junior shortstop Kim Church (Farmington) combining for ten assists.

o climinated in

P

A year ago, the Warriors won two games afler an opening loss belore bein
the SUNY Plattsburgh regional.

~30-
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Friday, May 1, 2009

EASTERN SOFTBALL EXITS LITTLE EAST TOURNAMEN T

Top-seeded Rhode Istand scores Jour uncarned runs in sixtii to eliminate Warriors

PROVIDENCE, R.L. - For the second straight game, third-seeded Eastern Connecticut
State University’s opponent scored all four of ifs runs in one mning as the Warriors were
eliminated from the 2009 Little East Conference softball tournament in a 4-2 loss to top-
seeded Rhode Island College Friday morning at Dayna A. Bazar Stadium on the Rhode
[sland.

A loser of five of its last eight games, Eastern (25-11) awaits a possible at-large bid to the
NCAA Division Il Tournament when invitations are extended Monday. Three-time
defending champion Rhode Island (38-4) was scheduled to play a winners’ brackes game
Friday at 4:30 p.m. against fourth-seeded Western Connecticut State University. Western
scored all four of its runs in the third inning of its 4-3 win over Fastern in Thursday’s
opening game.

As it did against Western, Eastern watched a 1-0 lead disappear against Rhode Island
College. The Anchorwomen, who edged Eastern by scores of 2-1 and 6-4 this past
Saturday, scored four unearned runs in the sixth inning Friday on three hits, a walk and
infield error. Number 9 hitter Donielle Mattoon drove in the first run witih a two-out
single and three runs scored on a bases-loaded single to center by leadoff hitter Amanda
Perry,

Eastern freshman leadoff hitter Priscilla Alicea {Stratford) recorded two of Eastern’s six
hits against complete-game winner Amanda Berard (13-3). Alicea improved her team-
high batting average to .432 by doubling and scoring in the fourth to give Eastern a 1-0
lead, and hitting a leadoff home run in the sixth -- her first collegiate home run -- to pull
Eastern to within 4-2. Eastern threatened for more runs in the sixth on base knocks by
sophomore Katie Dinihanian (Stratford) and freshman pitcher Molly Rathbun
(Hebren}, but a double play started by Mattoon at short helped Berard escape. A two-out
walk in the seventh brought the tying run to the plate, but Berard got an infield pop to
Mattoon to end the game.

{(more)
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Rathbun (16-5) gave up seven hits while fanning eight and walking three. Through the
first five innings, she limited the Anchorwomen to four hits and struck out six. Rathbun’s
seventh strikeout of the game made her only the second pitcher in program history to
strike out as many as 200 batters in a season. Until Friday, only All-America Kim
Durocher had fanned 200 in a season. She struck out 245 as a sophomore in 1986 in
leading the Warriors to their fourth national championship in six years.

Intwo Little East Conference tournament losses, Eastern collected only one less hit than
its opponents and Rathbun allowed only three earned runs and 14 hits (12 singles) for a
1.50 ERA in 14 innings. She struck out 14 and walked seven. Alicea had four of
Eastern’s 13 tournament hits and scored three of its five runs. Three Eastern eTrors,
however, led to five unearned runs by Western and Rhode Island.

In the team’s three losses to Rhode Island this year, Rathun was 0-2 with a 0.45 ERA, 21
strikeouts and six walks. Alicea was 6-for-9 in those three games with two doubles and a
~ home run and two stolen bases. Dinihanian and junior Kim Church (Farmington) each
had three hits and senior Rachel Denny (East H{addam) drove in three runs.

Rhode Island College 4, Eastern Conn, 2

Rhode Island (38-4) 000 004 O - 4 7 |
Fastern Comn., (25-11) 000 - 101 0 - 2 6 1

Amanda Berard (13-3) and Kayla Jandreau. Molly Rathbun (16-5) and Nikki Mustin. 2B-
Michelle Perrin (R), Priscilla Alicea (E); HR-Alicea (1) (E).



WESTERN KNOCKS OFF EASTERN SOFTBALL IN LEC OPENER, 4-3

Freshman pitcher Bargon defeats third-seeded Warriors for second time this season
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Tuesday, April 28, 2009

EASTERN CLOSES OUT REGULAR SEASON WITH SWEEP

Pitching holds Trinity without an earned run in 5-2, 1-0 softbali victories

WILLIMANTIC, Conn. - Senior Katie Pensiero (Stamford) and freshman Molly
Rathbun (Hebron) held Trinity College without an carned run and the Fastern
Conneclicut State University softball team scored the deciding runs in its {irst at-bat in
both games in posting a 5-2, 1-0 non-conference doubleheader sw cep of Trinity College
Tuesday night at Howard Spu,%m Iield.

Rathbun (16-3) pitched a complete-game seven-hitter with nine strikeouts in the opeier
and Pensiero (7-2) pitched six scoreless inning in the nighteap. Rathbun returned to get
the final outs in the second game to record her third saves,

Third-seeded Eastern (25-9) opens play in the six-team, double-climination Little Last
Conference tournament Thursday at Rhode Island College, facing fourth-sceded Western
Connecticut State University at 2 p.m. The teams split a doublehcader April 14 at
Danbury.

Agamst Trinity, Rathbun was nicked Tor two uncarned runs on cight hits m erght nings
ol work in lowering her ERA 10 0.47. She struck out 11 and walked two and hit a batter.
In the first game, Bastern scored three runs in the (irst after there were two out and none
on but was held scoreless before finally adding two insurance runs in the bottom of the
sixth after Trintty (14-17) pulled to within a run with two unearned runs in the top of the
mning.

Trinity stranded 18 ruaners in the doubleheader. Ten of the LOBs came in Game 2. when
it left the bases loaded in the fifth and two runners aboard in the second and third. In the
fifth, the Bantams loaded the bases on two singles (one was an infield single) and a walk,
but Pensiero got a strikeout on three pitehes to leave the bags full.

Ranked No. 5 in New England, Eastern completed the sweep when senior Rachel Denny
(East Haddam) drove in the only run of the game with a first-inning single that scored
freshman Priscilla Alicea (Stratford). Alicea led ofT the inning with a single, continued
to second on an outficld error, and moved to third on a sacrifice bunt by sophomore
Katie Thinihanian (Stratford).

{more)
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Sunday, April 26, 2009

FOLLOWING LEC SPLIT. EASTERN SOFTBALL NO. 3 SEED IN PLAYOFFS
Rathbun equals collegiate high with 15 strikeouts in 2-1 firsi-game win over Keene

WILLIMANTIC. Conn. - Freshman Molly Rathbun (Hebron) struck out |5 batters for
the second time in her last three starts and senior Rachel Denny (sast Haddam) hit a
game-ending tenth-inning sacrifice 1y as the Fastern Connecticut State University
softball team edged Keene State College, 2-1 in ten innings, in the first game of a Little
East Conterence doubleheader Sunday afternoon at Howard Spector Field.

[n the second game, Keene State (22-12, 10-4 little cast) freshman Courtney Savore
twirled a two-hit shutout as the Owls salvaged a split with a 2-0 victory that handed
Eastern (23-9, 10-4 little cast) its third conference loss in two days.

Later Sunday might, Keenc scored three times in the bottom of the tenth inning to upend
regular-season champion Rhode Island College, 9-8, in the completion of a halied game
from April 10. Keene denied Rhode Island a perfeet conference season with the win that
also gave the Owls the No. 2 sced in the conlerence tournament, which will be held
Thursday through Saturday at Rhode Island College. Eastern is sceded third and will face
fourth-seceded Western Connecticut State University in an opening-round game at 2 p.m.

Denny’s sacrifice fly in the bottom of the tenth inming scored freshman pinch runner
Rosie Manze (Hudson, MA}) to give Eastern the Game | win. Keene reached Rathbun
for four of its game total of five hits in taking a 1-0 lead in the fourth. but Hastern tied the
first game 15 the bottom of the sixth with an unearned run when Denny's two-out single
was booted in the outfield, allowing freshman rightfielder Priscilla Alicea (Stratford) 1o
score [rom first.

Both teams ran into double plays in the late innings ol the first game when runners were
caught off the bag on routine 1y balls to the respective centerfielders. Keene's running
error cost them an opportunity in the top of the tenth and sct the stage lor Eastern’s game-
ending rally in the bottom of the inning. With a runner placed on second in the bottom of
the tenth 1n accordance with tic-breaker rules, Eastern sophomore leftficlder Katie
Dinihanian (Stratford) moved pinch runner Manzo to third with a sacrifice bunt. Two
intentional walks loaded the bases for Denny. The programy’s carcer RBI leader, Denny
sent the first pitch she saw from reliever Samantha Pratt 1o leflt field deep enough to send
i Manzo with the winping run.

In the second game, Katie Brad(ord hit a two-out solo home run on a two-strike pitch to
give Keene a 1-0 lead in the second, and Bradford walked and scored on an RB1 single by

{more)
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No. 9 hitter Laura Chandler to make it 2-0 in the sixth. Senior Katie Pensiero
(Stamiord) lost [or only the sccond time in eight decisions this year, recording her third
complete game in 11 starts. Pensiero fanned seven and walked three and matched
Rathbun by limiting Kcene to only five hits.

Leading 1-0 in the second game, Keene put its first two runmers aboard on errors in the
fourth, but Pensiero got a swinging strikeout and line drive out to sccond to end the
threat. Keene threatened again in the fifth but stranded runners on second and third (the
Owls left nine runners on in the game) when Pensiero induced a ground ball and aol an
inning-ending strikeout. The Owls finally tacked on an insurance run in the sixth when
Bradford scored from second on Chandler’s two-out RBI single.

In the first game, Keene leadoft hitter Jenna Patnode stole her 33* and 34" bases of the
scason without being caught, but was stranded at second both times.

Savoie, onc of four freshman pitchers that comprise the Keene staff, pitched a complete-
fanned seven and walked four in the nightcap to post her seventh win in ten decisions.
Eastern stranded two runners in the first and two in the fourth in the second game,



Saturday, April 25, 2006

EASTERN SOFTBALL TRIMMED TWICE:; RIC GAINS TOP SEED
Looking for a repeat of 2008, Warriors drop two close games, 2-1, 6-4

PROVIDENCE, R.I. - The Rhode Island College softball team scored the winning run in the bottom of the
seventh of the opener and wiped out a one-run Eastern Connecticut State University lead with three runs in
the fourth fnning of the nighteap in posting a 2-1, 6-4 Little Last Conference sweep Saturday afiernoon at
the Dayna A. Bazar Seftball Complex on the RIC campus.

A year ago. Eastern (22-8, 9-3 hitle cast) defented Rhode fstand (34-3-1. 11-0-1 {iitle east) twice on the
final day of the regular scason o pull even in the final conference standings and gain the No. | seed in the
LEC playelfs. This ame, Michelle Pervin plated No. 9 hitter Donietle Mattoon from second base with the
winning run o give RIC a 2-1 win in the first game. In the nighteap, the Ancherwomen answered a (hree-
run Lastern third inning with a three-run inning in e fourth for a 6-4 lead in clinching the top sced and at
Jast a share of the regular-season title.

Lastern freshman pitcher Molly Rathibun (Hebron) and RIC sophomore pitcher Amanda Berard opposed
each other as the starting pitchers in the first game, and both returned in relicl in the nightcap. Berard (12-
' was credited with both wins while Rathbun (14-3) ost the opener and did not figure in the decision in
the second game. Rathbun gave up only four hits and one earved run with nine strikeouts and three walks i
the first game, and tossed 2 V% shutout fnnings as the third of three Bastern pitchers in (he second same.

Rhode Island will host the six-team, double-elimination conference tournament beginning Thursday. The
Anchorwomen have won or shared the Tast live regular-season titles.

Trailing 3-1 in the second game, Eastern scored three times in (he third inming on a three-run home run by
carcer home run teader Rachel Denny (East Haddam)

for a 4-3 lead — the 20™ of her carcer - but the hosts answered with three of their own in the fourth.
Freshman Rosie Manzo (Hudson, MA) replaced senior Katie Pensiero (Stamford) (o start the fourth
ining ina 3-3 e, but did not tast the inping. After getting the (irst out, she save up singles to four of the
next five batters. Rathbun got the final out with a strikeout and closed out with (wo scoreless innings.

Trailing G-4 in the nightcap, Fastern left four runners aboard over the final three mnimgs. Afler Berard
struck out the first two batlers ol the seventl No. 9 hitter Katie Dinibanian (Stratford) singled and
freshiman outfielder Priscilla Alicea (Stratford) doubled befare Berard stranded the tving run in scoring
position by getting junior shortstop Kim Chureh (Farmington) to line oul to third o end the game.
Church’s first home run of the year had staked Castern o a 1-0 lead in the first inning of Game 2.

Alicea had four of Bastern’s 12 hits on the day, with Dinihanian. Church and junior outlicider Ashley
Sullivan (Trumbull) adding two cach. Alicen, who also stole two bases, upped her team-leading hatting
average o 449,

Eastern is scheduled (o play its final regular-season conference sames Sunday with a 2 pan. home
deubleheader agamst Keene State College.

-36-



Friday, April 24, 2009

EASTERN PITCHING DOMINATES UMASS IN 2-0, 3-0 SWEEP

Three hurlers combine on three-hifter in two Litile East Conference victories

NORTH DARTMOUTH, Mass. - Senior Katie Pensiereo (Stamford) pitched a
complete-game two-hit shutout in the opener and freshmen Rosie Manzo (Hudson, MA)
and Molly Rathbun (Hebron) combined on a one-hit shutout i the nighicap as the
Eastern Connecticut State University softball team swept the University of Massachusctis
PDartmouth, 2-0, 5-0 in Little Fast Conference action Friday afternoon at the UMD
Athietic Complex.

The LEC doubleheader is the first of three scheduled doubleheaders in three davs for
Fastern (22-6, 9-1 little cast). which visits two-time delending playodT champion Rhode
Island Coliege Saturday a2 | p.m. twinbill in Providence before returnimg home 1o host
Keene State College in a 2 pom. makeup doubicheader with Keene State Sunday. Rhade
Island leads the conference witly a 9-0-1 LEC mark. The Anchorwoimen visit Westemn
Connecticut Sunday 1 a conference doublcheader that closes out their season. Last year.
Eastern swept RIC on the final day ol the regular scason to carn the No. 1 seed in the
confcrence playofts.

Now 30-2 all-time against UMass (7-21, 2-10 little cast), Eastern has won six straight this
year and has swept four of five conference doubleheaders,

Pensicro (6-1) won her 27" carcer game in the opener, allowing only two singles while
striking ouf four and walking one. Manzo (2-2) allowed only one hit in six innings of the
second game before Rathbun fanned two in a 1-2-3 seventh as the duo faced only two
batters over the minimum 21 over seven mnings. Neither second-game pitcher watked a
batter. After giving up a two-out single i the first mning, Manzo vetived 14 straight
before bitting the teadolt batter in the sixth.

Freshiman rightfielder Priscilla Alicea (Stratford), last week’s LEC Rookic-of-the-
Week, reached base seven times and stole three bases in the doubleheader to improve her
batting average to 429, Alicea had three singles and four walks and scored two runs
Junior centerfietder Ashley Sullivan (Trumbull) also had three hits, drove i two runs,
and stole two bases. Scnior first baseman Rachel Benny (East Haddam) reached four
tmes with a single and three waiks and scored two runs.

Fastern played perlect defense in cach game, marking its 18 straight game of one or no
errors. The Warriors have commited only one error in its last [ive games.

-30-



saturday, April 18, 2009

WITH SWEEP OF USM, EASTERN SOFTBALL NOW 14-2 UP NORTH
Sullivan has four hits and four RBI; Rathbun strikes out 15 in opening game

WILLIMANTIC. Conn, - Jumor Ashley Sullivan (Trumbull) had four hits and drove in

four runs and freshman rig;h t=hander Molly imihimn (chwn) smldx out i carcer-high
Dy i N o
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‘sm te l nrversity sol idH feam sn,umfui a2- () Fotle Last C (miuulu sweep ol the

University of Southern Maine Saturday a[tcnmwn at Howard Spector Field. The second

game was stopped alter USM batted in the fifth inning, in adherence with the LECs
etght-run rule,

'Hzc win is the 14" in 16 cames up north for Eastern (20-6, 7-1 hittle cast), ranked second

in the NCAA Biviston HI New England region. The Warriors tratl only defending
conference champion Rhode Istand College (7-0-13 in the LEC standings. The
Anchorwomen, ranked fourth n New England, swept visting Plymcuth State University
Saturday.

The Warrtors have won at feast 20 games tor four straight scasons and i five of the last
SIX years

Ranked among ibe national feaders in hits per game, ERA and strikeouts, Rathbun
recorded 15 of 21 outs via the strikeout in the first game. She struck out the side i the
first and second mnings and retired  two batters on strikes m cach ot the ensuring four
innings. Only two Southern Maine (3-27, 3-7 Tittle cast) batters reached base, both on
hits, The Huskies had a one-out single i the sccond and a leado!t double in the fourth.
With the game scoreless i the fourth, Frestunan Lauren IiCecco (South Berwick, M}
doubled to open the inning and move to thivd on a wild pitch. Rathbun subdued the threat
with two swinging strikeouts and an infield ground ball.

Rathbun (14-2) outducled USM freshman righty Alexandra Perdonio (Portland, ME) in
the opener. Perdomo limited Bastern to just four hits‘ and one carned run while fannimg
five and walking on. The Warriors broke through with a run in the fourtl on Sutlivan’s
sacrifice {Ty that plated senior pinch runner Stephanie Buchanan (Moosup). Sentor first
baseman Rachel Denny (East Haddam) extended her program record tor doubles to 38
with a leadolT double, and Buchanan moved o third on a fly ball to center by Rathbun,
Fastern added an insurance run in the sixth when sophomore Katie Dinihaunian
(Stratford) drew a leadolT walk, stole sccond and moved to third on a throwiug crror.
She scored on Sullivan’s two-out single.

(more)
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[n the nighteap, freshman Priscilia Alicea {(Stratlord) mu,hcd basce three times with 4
mplc, single and walk. She scor Ld two runs and drove in two and also stole her 13™ base
in !4 1es this year. Sullivan was 3-for-3 with a doubie and triple. scored two runs and

drove i two.

sentor righty Katie Pensiere (Stamford) benefited (rom Eastern™s nine-hil attack. She
recorded her first complete game and shutout in cight starts this vear with a three-hitter.
She fanned seven and walked two for her fifth win in six decisions.

Rathbun has gained consceutive shutout wins in her last three starts and has not allowed
an carned run in the last 33 nings. She has 146 strikeouts and a 0.46 ERA in 107
mnings this year and has given up an average ol only 2.55 hits per seven mnings.

Iumm shortstop Kim Chureh (Farmington) registered her 100" carcer hit with an
infickd RBI single in the third inning of the nightcap. She added a two-run | two-out
lgh, m the fourth inning.

Eastern faces host Massachusetis Davimouth Tuesday in a 3:30 p.m. conference
doubleheader.
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EASTERN SOFTBALL SWEEPS WESLEYAN, NOW 12-2 UP NORTH
Denny sets career doubles record, Rathbun pitches pvo-hitter in Game 2

MIDDLETOWN, Conn. - Senior Rachel Denny (Easi Hladdam) set o program record for career double

in the first game and freshman righty Molly Rathbun (Hebrom) pitched a two-hit shutout in the iH”hiLap
to propel the Hastern Connceticut State University sefiball eam to a 7- 3, 3-0 sweep of Wesleyan University
Thursday aftemoon.

Ranked second in New England. Eastern (18-6) won for the 127 dme in 14 outings since returning from
Florida, Wesleyan (11-15) had beaten Bastern three of the previous tour times the temms had met afier the
Warriors had won the first nine games in this series.

Lienny, who drove i tour ium with three hits i the doubleheader, broke the program’s carcer record for
doubles with the 36™ and 37" of her Four- -year carcer in the first game, breaking Michelle Cunningham’s
ten-year-old record of 35. Denny already owns a number of program career records, inc huding those for
home runs, total bascs and RBI.

Ranked third nationally in Teast hits allowed per game (2.22) and sixth in E RA, Rathbun (13-2.0.49)
lowered those marks in the nightcap when she faced only two batters over the minimum. Rathbun who did
not waik a batter and fanned five, retired 17 straight batters in between a two-ou single 1 the Nrst and a
one-oul single in the seventh. tt was Rathbun’s second shutout this year and the seventh time in 13 siarts
this year that she has given up two or less hits. She has allowed only one extra-base hit (2 double) in her
fast cight outings.

Freshiman righty Rosie Manzo (Hudson, MAJ was credited with ber irst collegiate win in the first game in
relicl of senior righty Katie Pensiere (Stanford). Manvzo induced a come-backer for a double play 1o end
the fifth mning with the score tied 3-3. She gave up only one hit with two strikeouts and a walk over the
fnal 2 2/3 mnings. The Warriors won the first game by scoring four times in the top of the seventh inming
on three hits, a dropped fty ball in the cutlicki w snap a 3-3 teJunior Katie O Toole (Waterbury) ot the
inning going with a pinch double. Rathban drove in the go-ahead run with an infield ground ball, Demy
doubled in two. and junior shortstop Kim Church (Farmington) made it 7-3 with a two-out RI31 wiple.
Church also singled leading off the sccond game of the nightcan lor her 99" carcer hit

Freshman leadoll hitter Priseilla Alicea (Stratford) had thwee hits and reached twice by walk and sioie
two bases and scored three runs for Eastern in the doubleheader. Alicea was thrown oul stealing Tor the Tirst

o R [ |t

Ranked seventh nationally in field percentage, Eastern commited only one error on the day to huprove iUs
pereentage to 975,

Fastern hosts the University of Southern Maine Saturday in a I pom. Lide East Conference doubleheader
on Seniors” and Alummi Day at Speetor Ficld,

-30-
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CASTERN SOFTBALL SWEEPS WESLEYAN, NOW 12-2 LIP NORTH
Denny sets career dowbles record, Ratithun pitches two-ltitier in Game 2

MIDDLETOWN, Conn. — Senior Rachel Denny (East Haddam) scl program record for career doubles
in the first game and freshman righty Molly Rathbun (Iiebron) pitched a two-hit shutout in the nighteap
to propel the Hastern Connecticut State University softball wam 1o a 7-3, 3-0 sweep of Wesleyan University
Thursday afterncon.

s - . . . - - . ) . . . .
Ranked second in New England, Bastern {18-6) won for the 12% time in 14 outings smce returiing (rom
Florida. Weslevan (11-15) had beaten Eastern three of the previous four times the teams had met afier the
Warriors had won the first nine games in this serics.

Denny, who drove in four runs with three hits in the doubleheader. broke the progrant’s carcer record for
doubles with the 36" and 37" of her four-year career in the first game, breaking Michelle Conninahan's
ten-year-old record of 35. Denny already owns a number o ["program carcer records. including those lor
home runs, total bases and RBI.

Runked third nationally in least hits allowed per game (2.82) and sixth in ERA, Rathbun (13-2, 0.49)
lowered those marks in the nighteap when she faced only two batters over the mimmun, Rathbon, whe did
not walk a batter and fanned five, retired 17 straight batlers in between a fwo-out single in the st and a
onc-out single 10 the seventh, It was Rathbuns second shutoul this year and the seventh time in 13 stars
this year that she has glven up two or less hirs, She has allowed only one extra-hase hit (2 double) in her
tast eight outings.

Freshman righty Rosic Manzo (Hudson, MA) was credited with her first collegiate winn the first game in
rehel of senjor righty Katie Pensiers (Stumford). Muanzo induced a come-backer for o double oluy 1o cnd
the fifth inning with the score tied 3-3. She gave up only one hit with two strikcouts and a walk over Lthe
final 2 273 mnings. The Warriors won the first game by scoring lour times in the top of the seventh inning
an three hits, a dropped Oy ball in the cutficld to snap a 3-3 te Junior Katie 0" Toeele {(Waterbury) vol the
inning going with a pinch double. Rathbun drove in the go-ahead run with an inlick eround ball. Donny
doubled in two, and junior shortstop Kim Chureh (Farmington) made it 7-3 with a two-out R riple.
Chureh also singled leading off the second inning ol the nighteap for her 99" carcer hit.

Freshman feade!T hitter Priseilia Adicea (Stratford) had three hies and reached twice Dy walk and stole
two bases and scored three vuns for Fastern i the doubleheader. Alicea was thrown gul steabing for the first

ume this year and is now 12-for-13.

Ranked seventh nationally in field percentage, Eastern commited only one error on the day o improve iUs
pereentage Lo 975,

Fastern hosts the Liniversity of Southern Maine Saturday 1z a 1 pome Little Fast Conlerence doubleheader
on Seniors” and Alumai Day at Spector Field.

-30-



sunday. April 12, 2009

PITCHING LEADS EASTERN SOFTBALL AGAINST TUFTS, WELLESLEY

Warriors dow’t give up an carned ran in splitting paiv against top New England reains

WELLESLEY, Mass. - Three Eastern Connecticut State University softball pitchers held
two opponents without an carned run as the Warriors defeated Wellesley College, 3-0,

atter lmpping a 2-01 decision to unbeaten Tults University Sunday aflernoon at W
College

u

chivsley

The loss to No. [0 nationally-ranked Tufis (26-0) — the only undelcated team in Division
- was Eastern’s (13-5) first alter cight northern wins. The win over Wellesley (13-10)
was the Warrtors™ sceond this scason against the Bluc.

The day featured three tcams in their respective New lingland conlerences, Bastern feads
the Little Fast Conference at 4-0; Tufts shows an 8-0 record in the New Fngland Small
Coliege Athletic Conference, .md Wellesley s second in the New England Womens® and
Men's Athictic Conlerence with a 7-2 record.

Tuits U, 2, Eastern Conn. §

Eastern freshman righty Molly Rathbun (Hebron) and Tufls sophomore righty Izzic
Santone (12-0) battled through six scoreless innings before the Jumbos scored two
uncarned runs afier there were two oul i the top ol the seventh inning,

With two out and a runner on, an inficld error prolonged Tufis® seventh in n& Al
senior second baseman Daniclle Loper drove in the only runs of the game with a two-run
single to center. The error was only Eastern’s third in 1ts first nine northern games,

In the bottom of the seventh, Eastern’s irst two runners reached safely. but a double play
ot an outfictd My ball erased the Tead run and a My ball 1o center 1o end the game.

Rathbun lowered her ERA 10 0.58 in the loss, which was her second in 13 decisions. In
both Tosscs, the opposing team has scored only unearned runs and they came in their
final at-bat. Against Tufls, Rathbun gave up seven hits while fanning two and walking
five, Lastern managed only four hits off Santone, whe fanned three and walked lour.

{miore)
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Rathbun entered the week ranked fiest nationally in least hits allowed per seven innings,
(tth i earned run average, and seventh in strikcouts per game.

fastern Conn. 3, at Wellesley College ¢

Eastern scored two runs i the top ol the first inning on three hits, Lwo walks, an error and
passed ball, with senior catcher Rachel Benay (East Haddam) driving in the first run
with a sacrifice {1y, Rathbun hit ler third home run of the season with one out in the third.
Senior righty Katie Pensiero (Stamford) combined on the shutout with freshman righty
Rosie Manzo (Hudson, MA). Pensicro (4-0) gave up five hits with five strikeouts and
two walks over the {irst six innings.

Rathbun was 3-for-3 and sophomore leftficlder Katie Binibanian (Stratford) was 2-for-
G witl a run scored for Bastern, which managed only six hits, Junior shoristop Kim
Church (Farmington) reached twice on walks, She led off the pame with a walk, went
to third on an inficld single by Dinthanian, and scored the first run on Denny’s sacrifice
fly to center.

The win was the sccond i as many games this year for Fastern against Wellesley (13-
HO. Rathoun piiied g compiete-ganie [our-hniter with 13 strikeouts i a 21 win over the

Blue March 26 at Clermont, IFla.

-3~
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Tuesday, April #2009

EASTERN SOFIBALL SWEEPS WHEATON FOR FIRST TIME, 6-4, 9-1
Now 8- since returning from Florida, Warriors off to best northern sturt since 1988

NORTON, Mass. — Freshman Meliy Rathbun {Hebron) pitched a complete-game two-
hitter and hit a two-run home run as the Eastern Connecticut State University softball
team completed its {irst sweep of Wheaton College with 6-4. 9-1 victories Tuesday at
Clark Field,

Last week’s New Fngland and Litile East conference Piteher-of-the-Week, Rathbun
fanned six without a walk in winning her | 1" game of the scason against a loss in the
second game, which was stopped after six innings due to the eight-run rule. She hit a two-
run home run in the top of' the sixth - her second of the scason -- to round oul the scoring.
Rathbun faced only two batters over the minimum. With Eastern leading afier a four-run
second nning, Rathbun allowed a Tcado (T double in the third when the Lyons scored their
only run. The only other hit was a two-out single up the middle i the fourth.

Rathbun has a 0.63 ERA with 1]0 strikeouts and 26 walks inl4 appearances this scason.

Ranked sccond in New England, Eastern improves (o 8-0 up north, its best northern start
since the 1988 team won its first 20 northern games on the way to the regional
championship and national third-place finish. In four previous doubleheaders with
Wheaton (11-17), Eastern had been swept three times and had split once. The Warriors
had been swept each ol the last two years.

On the day, Eastern had 26 hits and commited only one error. Freshman Priscilia Alicea
(Stratford). senior Courtney Caswell (South Kingstown, RI) and junior Kim Church
(Farmington) all had four hits, with Rathbun, scnior Rachel Denny (East Haddam),
and junior Ashley Sullivan (Trumbull) each collecting three. Rathbun drove in six runs
and Church and Sullivan five each.

Senior righty Katie Pensiero (Stamford) and freshman righty Roesie Manzo (Hudson,
MAY combined on the win. the third without a loss this year for Pensicro.

Fastern hosts Keene State College Saturday in a Little East Conference doubleheader at |
p.m. at Howard Spector Field. Keene climinated Hastern from last year's LEC

tournament at Spector Field.

-20-
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Sunday, Apnril 5, 2009

EASTERN SOFTBALL SWEEPS PLYMOUTH STATE, 1-0, 6-5

In opener, Rathbun pitches one-hitter with 12 strileouts; Church drives in run

WILLIMANTIC, Conn. - Freshman righty Meliv Rathbun {(Hebron) pitched a one-
hitter with 12 strikeouts for her tenth win of the year in the opencer as the Eastern
Connecticut State University softball team posted 1-0, 6-5 Little East Conference wins
over Plymouth State University Sunday afternoon at Howard Spector Field.

Inthe first game, Rathbun (10-1) allowed only two bascrunners and recorded her 100
strikeout of the season, and junior shortstop Kim Church (Farmington) drove in pinch
runner Rosie Manzo (Hudson, MA) lrom second base with a double in the sixih mning
for the only run of the game,

In the second game, Eastern (12-4, 4-0 little east) scored two runs in the bottom of the
third inning to snap a 3-3 tie, and Rathbun struck out two in a 1-2-3 seventh inning Lo
cam her second save and preserve the vietory over Plymouth {11-6,2-2 hlle east).

Plymouth tied the second gamec on sophomore cleanup hitter Andrea Pydynkowski’s
(Danvers, MAY third home run of the season - a three-run blast on a 3-2 pitch over the
215 sign in feft-center off Lastern senior righty and winner Katie Pensiero (Stamford).
The Warriors re-gained the lead with two runs in the botiom of the inning on RI3Y singles
by No. 9 hitter Priscilla Alicea (Stratford) and sophomore pinch hitter Rachel Soychak
(Mahopac, NY). The hits plated senior third baseman Courtney Caswell (Wakefield,
RI} and Alicia, respectively.

[ the opener, Rathbun faced only two batters over the minimum. Junior shortstop Sammi
Romano (Kingston, NH) walked with two out in the first and freshman leftficlder Allie
Luisi (North Kingstown, RI) singled leading ofT the fourth. Romano advanced to second
on a wild pitch before Rathbun fanned Pydynkowski to end the inning. Ratthbun got a
strikeout, ground ball and mlicld popup to leave a runner stranded at first in the fourth.

Rathbun, who has four complete-game one-hitiers this year, struck out at least ten batters
for the sixth time in nine starts this year. She has 104 strikcouts in 71 1/3 innings for an

average of 10.2 this year. She lowered her season ERA to 0.59.

{more)
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Plymouth senior righty Courtney Mackarland (Hampstead, NIty was locked in a duel
with Rathbun untif the Warriors scraped up the only run of the first game. MacFarland
allowed only three hits without walking a batter and fanning live in a complete-game
effort.

Scentor centerficlder Ashley Sullivan (Trumbuli) had three of Lastern’s 13 hits on the
day, with Caswell and Church adding two each. Church has hit safely in six straight
games. Church and Alicea each scored two runs on the day and Sullivan remained perfect
this scason on seven stolen base attempts, swiping three. Fastern is 27-for-28 this vear in
stolen bascs. The Warriors did not commit an error in the doubleheader, improving their
average to 974,

Pydynkowskl doubled and homered in the second game and matched Luisi with two of
Plymouth’s seven hits on the day. Both also rcached on walks.

Fastern vistts Wheaton Cotlege (MA) Tuesday for a 3 p.m. doubleheader.

=30



Wednesday, April 1, 2009

EASTERN SOFTBALL SWEEPS SPRINGFIELD COLLEGE

Denuny breaks one career record, ties another in 7-2, 5-3 victories over Pride

WILLIMANTIC, Conn. — Senior first baseman Rachel Denny (Fast Haddam) broke the
Fastern Connecticut State University carcer record for RBI and tied the career record for
doubles in the first game and freshman right-handed pitcher Molly Rathbun (Hebon)
won both games as the Warriors swepl Springfield College, 7-2, 5-3 Wednesday at
Howard Spector Field.

Ranked second in New England, Eastern (10-4) collected 19 hits in the doubleheader in
sweeping its second doubleheader in five days since returning from its spring trip.
Springtictd (7-13) was coming off two losses against No. 8 nationally-ranked Tufts
University and falls to 5-7 up north,

Denny, a 2009 pre-season All-America, now has 119 carcer RBI, one more than previous
record-holder Carric Loring "94, She now has 335 doubles, tying the record of Michelle
Cunningham (35). Denny had two RBI doubles in the first game.

Denny, freshman leftticlder Alicia Mangiafico (Manchester), junior shortstop Kim
Church (Farmington), freshman rightfielder Priscilla Alicea (Stratford) and
sophomore outficlder Katie Dinthanian (Stratford} all had three hits in the
doublcheader Five of Lastern’s hits in the doubleheader were doubles. Church moved to
within ten of her 100" carcer hit.

Church drove in three runs, Denny, freshman Rathbun and junior Michelie Lawlor
(Brookline, MA) two each. Church also reached twice by walk and Alicea stole two
bases, her sixth and seventh steals of the year in as many attempts.

Rathbun (9-1) pitched a complete-game four-hitter in the opener and gained the second-
game win with 2 ¥4 innings of scorcless reliefl. In the doubleheader, Rathbun allowed five

hits and two (earned) runs in 9 1/3 innings, fanning cight and walking (ive.

{more)



22222222222222222 of 2

Springlield struck frst with runs i its [irst at-bats in both games. In the opener, the
Warriors tied the game in the bottom of the first on Denny’s RBI double, then scored two
runs in the third, fourth and fiith mnings. Denny and Alicea cach had three of the team’s
11 hits and drove n two runs. Denny drove i two runs with deubles and Alicia, batting
ninth, singled and scored in the third and fourth innings and had an RBI single with the
bases loaded in the fifth. Church drove in three runs in the first game with a two-run
single in the fourth and a bases-loaded walk n the fifth.

Aller Springlicld scored once in the first inning of the second game, the Warriors
exploded for four runs in the bottom of the inning by collecting four of ther game total of
seven hits. Rathbun and Lawlor each had two-run doubles in the inning, Lawlor’s hit
came in her first at-bat of the scason.

Trailing 5-3 in the second game, Springlicld loaded the bases with two out in the seventh
on two walks and a hit batsman, but Rathbun got & ground ball to Lawlor at third to end
the game.

Senior first baseman Aimee Cassella (Southington) had two of Springficld’s four hits in
the first game and drove n both of their runs. Junior shortstop Jaime Moran
{Manchester) and senior centerficlder Angela Atkins {Last Haddam) cach had two of
Springlicld’s eight hits in the nightcap, with Moran scoring twice. Sophomore Amanda
Novak (Cos Cob) came off the bench to reach three times in the nighteap. She had an
RBi double in the third and watked twice.

The game featured teams which competed in last year’s NCAA Division TH New York
Regional. Springfield dropped its first two games there while the Warriors reached the
semilinals by winning twice hefore being ehiminated.

Fastern hosts Plymouth State University Saturday in a Littic Bast Conference
doubleheader at | p.m.
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Saturday, March 28, 2009

EASTERN SOFTBALL BREEZES IN LITTLE EAST OPENERS

Warriors open home season with shutout sweep of Massachusetts Boston, 15-0, 4-0

WILLIMANTIC, Conn. - Junior centerfielder Ashiey Sullivan (Trambull) had four
hits, scored four runs and drove in three as the Eastern Connecticut State University
softball team opened its Little Last Conference and home scasons with a 15-0, 4-0
doublchcader sweep of the University of Massachusetts Boston Saturday afternoon at
Howard Spector Field.

Ranked 1n a tic for third in New England, Eastern (8-4, 2-0 littic east) scored ten runs in
the first inmming of the opener on ten walks, seven wild pitches and three hit batsmen in a
game stopped afier the Beacons batted in the fifth inning duce to the cight-run rule.
Eastern is the pre-scason favorite to win the conference while UMass (3-11, 0-2 Tittle
easl) is picked to finish last.

Sullivan, a first-team all-region selection last year, had two hits in each game to raise her
scason average to 455, She also reached three times on walks. Junior shortstop Kim
Church (Farmington) was 3-for-4 in the doubichcader with two RBI and two runs.

Freshman righty Melly Rathbun (Hebron) pitched a complete-game one-hitler to gain
her seventh win in eight outings this season. She also closed out the second game with
two hitless innings in relief of right-handed starter Katie Pensiero (Stamford) for her
first save. Pensicro, making her first appearance of the scason after missing the spring trip
due to iliness, allowed three hits over the first five innings while fanning three and
walking two for her first win of the scason.

Eastern hosts Springfield College Wednesday at 3:30 pan,

{more)
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{zame |
Eastern Conn. 15, Massachusetts Bosten 0 (5 inn.)

UMass Boston (3-10, 0-1 hitle east) 000 00 -- () ] 0
Fastern Conn. (7-4, [-0 little east)  (1(1)4] Ox -- 15 O 1

Courtney Haroules (0-3) and Elisa Laroche. Molly Rathbun (7-1) and Nikki Mustin.

Game 2
Fastern Conn. 4, Massachusctts Boston {

UMass Boston (3-11, 0-2 Iittle cast) 000 000 0 -- 0 3 I
Fastern Conn. (8-4, 2-0 little cast)y 001 102 x - 4 g !

Kara Willis (3-8) and Lisa Polsonetti. Katie Pensicro (1-0), Molly Rathbun (6) and Nikki
Mustin. 2B-Rathbun, Kim Church (E).



Thursday, March 26, 2009

SOYCHAK'S SINGLE PACES EASTERN SOFTBALL PAST WELLESLEY
She drives in go-ahead run on two-strike single in fifth inning in 2-1 victory

CLERMONT, Fla. -- Freshman righty Molly Rathbun (Hebron) equaled her season hugh with
13 strikcouts in a complete-game four-hitter and  sophomore Rachel Seychak (Mahopae, NY)
broke a tic with a fifth-inning RBI single as the Bastern Connecticut Stale University softball
team edged Wellesley College, 2-1, in a battle of 2008 NCAA tournament qualifiers.

Eastern scored the winning run in the fifth inning after there were two out and none on.
Soychak’s single on a 0-2 pitch brought home pinch runner Stephanie Buchanan (Moosup)
from second. Buchanan was runming for Rathbun. who had doubied o left.

Fastern took a 1-0 lead i the third on an RBE triple by No. 9 hitter Priscilla Alicea (Stratford)
that sent home Kelly Finlay (Themaston) [rom first. Wellesley tied the game in the fourth when
Jessie Haladyna reached on an inficld single wiil one out, stole second and scored on Alex
Warren’s single 1o center,

Fastern had six hits and received ive walks but stranded nine runncrs. The Warriors lefl the
bascs loaded in the fourth and fifth innings against fosing pitcher Beej Grundlock (4-3),
Grundlock ended the fourth inning with a strikcout and escaped the (ifth when pinch hitter
Rachel Denny (Fast Haddam) tlied out to the base of the center feld fence.

Rathbun (6-1) walked four and hit a batter. She struck out the first six batters she faced and also
retired the side on strikeouts to end the game in the seventh. [n the seventh, Wellesley No. 9 hitter
Megan Townsend singled o right. Ratlibun lanned feadott hitter Amanda Tai and No. 2 hitler
Clora Daniels. Aller Townsend stole second, Rathbun struck out No.3 hitter Alison Davis on
three pitches o end the game. Rathbun thew 126 pitches, 84 for strikes.

On the season, Rathbun has a 0.60 earned run average in 47 inaings. She has appeared in seven
games with six starts, six complete games and two shutouts. She has allowed 18 hits, 16 of them
singles and given up six runs (four carned) with 67 strikeouts and 16 walks. Opponents arc
batring .118 against her.

Eastern is scheduled to play Columbia College (MO) Thursday at 1:30 p.m. in linal game of the

&

wip.
Fastern Conn. 2, Wellesiey College |

Wellesley College (5-0) 000 100 i -- l 4 1
Eastern Conn. (6-3) (001 010 X - 2 6 0

Beej Grundlock (4-3) and Megan Tewnsend. Molly Rathbun {(6-1) and Nikkr Mustin. 213-Rathbun
{+); 38-Priscilla Alicea ().



Thursday, March 26, 2009

Softhall
At Clermont, FL

Columbia College (M) 3, Eastern Conn. §

-]
—
—

Columbia {12-6) giz 000 0O - 3
Lastern Conn. (6-4) GO0 (00 0 - 0 | 2

Valerie Teter (5-2) and Ashley Farmer. Rosie Manzo (0-2) and Nikki Mustin. 2B-Teter

€.
NOTES: The game was the last for Hastern in Clermont.

Priscilla Alicea’s (Stratford) bunt single in the bottlom of the first inning was the only

hit and one of only two bascrunners for Fastern, which was struck out a program-record
I8 tmes. Alicea stole second and was sacrificed ro third but a strikcout ended the nning,

Teter struck oul ten 1o a row and faced only two batters over the minimum. Courtney
Caswell (Wakeficld, RI) reached o a two-out watk in the fifth inning for Lastern’s onty
other baserunner.

Columbia is ranked 23rd nationally in NATA.

Fastern opens its home and Little Bast Conference seasons Saturday against the

University of Massachusets Boston ina b pon doubleheader.

-30-



Wednesday, March 25, 2009

EASTERN SOFTBALL DOWNS ELMHURST, LOSES TO UW-W
Rathbun pitches six-hitter for win, No. & Warfuowks mercy Warriors

CLERMONT, Fla. - Eastern Connccticut State University freshman righty Molly
Rathbun (Hebron) won her fifth game with a complete-game six-hitter in a 7-3 softball
win over Elmburst College Wednesday morning at Legends” Way Field at the Natonal
Training Center

In the second game, No. 8 ranked University of Wisconsin-Whitewater collected cight
hits in 2+ inning oft freshman righty Roesie Manzo {Hudson, MA) and wentonto a 10-2
victory i a game stopped with Whitewater (8-1) batting in the bottom ol the iiih due fo
the eight-run rule.

Eastern Conn. 7, Elmhurst College 3

Rathbun had shut out then No.-1 ranked Whitewater, 4-0. Sunday with a complete-game
three-hitter. Battling the {lu Wednesday, Rathbun (5-1) was staked 1o a 7-0 lead alter four
mnings against Elmbhuorst (8-33 but tired i the sixth inning when the Blue Jays scored all
of their runs on three hits, It was the second win in five days for Rathbun against

~

Limbhurst. She had thrown 3 2/3 hitless mmings i relief Saturday in Hastern’s 0-4 win.

After scoring two unearned runs in the sccond inning, Eastern broke the game open with
five runs i the fourth on three hits, two errors, a walk and hit batter. IFreshman Aficia
Mangiafico (Manchester) recorded ber first collegiate hit, run and RIBJ in the mning,
Rathbun singled in one run, and junior Kim Church (Farmington) drove in one with a
double. Junior Ashley Sullivan (Trumbull) also drove in a run with an infield ground
ball.

Rathbun had two of Eastern’s six hits. On the mound, she fanned six and walked two.
The carned runs were the first allowed by Rathbun in her career after 38 2/3 innmgs. in
six games this year, she has 4 0.52 ERA in 40 innings, with 54 strikcouts and 12 walks.
She has given up 14 hits, 12 of them singles.

UW-Whitewater 10, Eastern Conn. 2 (5 inn., 8-run rule)

With Gastern senior ace Katie Pensiero (Stamford) unavailable to pitch on the trip duc
(o illness, Manzo made her first cellegiale start {sccond appearance) against a team which
reached last year’s national title game. Manzo was touched for four runs on five hits m
the first tnning was lified with one out and one run m and the bases loaded in the third,
Sophomore righty Caitlin Cravens (Ellsworth, ME) retived the side without further
damage in the third and closed oul the game.

(more)



Wednesday, March 25, 2009 - Softball

Sophomore lefly Jessica Stang (4-1), the losing pitcher in last vear's national
championship game and a 2009 pre-scason All-America, pitched a complete-game two-
hitter for her 20th win in 32 carcer appearances. Her only loss this year came Sunday
against Hastern.

Whitewater No. 3 hitter Suzanne Gersich had three hits, drove in three with a fourth-
mning home run, and scored twe runs. Leadoft hitter Amy Gahl had a double and game-
ening two-run triple among her three hits. scored two runs and drove in two.

Eastern scored a run m the fourth on senor Rachel Denny’s (East Haddam) two-oui
single and another m the fifth on No. 9 hitter Priscilla Alicea’s {(Stratford) two-out
double to shallow center.

Fastern closes out its trip Thursday against Wellesley College (9:30 a.m.) and
Manchester College (11:30 a.m.).

Eastern Conn. 7, Elmhurst College 3

Fastern Conn, (5-2) 025 000 O -- 7 6 0
Elmhurst (8-3) 000 003 4 -- 3 o 4

Molly Rathbun (5-1) and Niklks Mustin, Lindsay Nauman (4-1) and Lz McAllister.
Kendra Ostrader (5). 2B-Church (1a), Maurcen Roderick ().

UW-Whitewater 10, Fastera Conn. 2, 5 inn. (8-run rule)

Fastern Conn. (5-3) 000 il
UW-Whitewater (8-13401 32 - 10 [3 2
One out when game ended

Rosie Manzo (0-1), Cailtin Cravens (3) and Nikki Mustin. Jessica Stang (4-1) and Liv
Yucuis, Taylor Rothmund (5). 2B-Priscilla Alicea (), Amy Gahl, Amanda LeBeau (W);
3B-Gahl (W); HR-Suzanne Gersich (1) (W),



Monday, March 23, 2009

RATHBUN PITCHES ONE-HITTER AND FANS 13 FOR FASTERN SOFTBALL
Only two batters reach base against freshman righty, who winy fourth game

CLERMONT, Fia. - In her third career start, freshman Molly Rathbun (Hebron) pitched a
complele-game one-hitler with a scason-high 13 strikeouts as the Eastern Connecticut State
University softball team disposed of Lawrence University, 5-0, Moaday afternoon at Legends’
Way Field at the National Training Center,

Against Lawrence (0-3), the 5-foot-9 inch Rathbun (4-0) allowed only two baserunners i tossing
her second consccutive shutout. She allowed only one baserunner (a walk) through the first five
innings before No. 8 hitter Lara Wasserman rapped a clean double down the feft ficld line on a 2-
i pitch, Rathbun stranded Wasserman on third with the help of two strikeouts,

Rathbun threw 88 piches- 02 for strikes - the one hour and 37 minute game. The shutout
was the second in the last two starts for Rathbun and the 13 sirikeouts were just three shy of the
program’s same record. On Sunday, she surrendered only three singles and fanned 12 ina 4-0
win over No. | nationally-ranked University of Wisconsin-Whitewater.

Eastern managed seven hits ofl complete-game loser Emily Perish (0-2), scoring two runs in the
fifth and twe more in the sixth with the help of errors and passed balls to break open a tight game.
Ratting cleanup, Rathbun doubled twice and drove in the (irst run of the game with a sacrilice [Ty,
She Ted ofT the sixth inning with her second double of the game to the basc of the center Deld
fence and pinch runner Michelle Lawlor (Brookline, MA) later scored on successive passed
balls.

Fastern scored the only run 1t would need in the fourth mning when senior first baseman Rachel
Denny {East Haddam) tripled to right field and came home on Rathbun’s fly ball to center.

The Warriors made it 3-0 in the filth on singles by senior third baseman Courtney Caswell
(Wakefield, RE) and sophomore leftfictder Katie Dinihanian (Stratford), junior shortstop Kim
Church’s (Farmington) suicide squecze bunt and two throwing errors. Batting ninth, Dinihanian
drove Caswell with the first run on a single to ceater. She then stole second and raced to third on
a throwing error by the catcher, and scored on Chureh’s sacrifice bunt.

Leading 3-0. the Warriors tacked on two more runs on Rathbun’s leadofl double. a single by
sophomore DP Rachel Soyehak (Mahopac, NY), two passed balls and an outfield error on
Caswell’s routine Oy ball which allowed her o circle the bases.

Rathbun struck out four batters at least twice -- with No. 3 hitter Afex Goodson going down three
times on strikes . She struck out five straight at onc peint carly in the game. In four games this
year, Rathbun has not allowed an carned run in 25 2/3 innings. She has given up one run and
seven hits {six singles) while fanning 37 and walking ten. Opponents are batting 084 against her

SeTVIngS.
Chicago 1, Eastern Conn. U (8 mn/TB)
After tossing five no-hitinnings and finishing with @ one-hitter m Fastern’s (4-2) 5-0 wm over

{more)



Monday, March 23, 2006 - Soflball

Lawrence Umiversity, Rathbun (4-2) came back two hours fater 1o throw a perfect game for six
innings bul sustained a one-hut loss when the University of Chicago (3-1} scored the only runon a
wild pitch with one out in the bottom of the eighth. A leadoiT single in the top of the seventh was
the only batter to reach base against Rathbun, who fanned 1.

Each team started the eighth inning by placing & runner on second base, 1 according to the
international te-breaker rule. In the top of the eighth, Bastern botched a suicide squeeze which
resulted 1 the final out of the inning on a close play at home plate. With a runner on third in the
bottom of the eighth and one out, Rathbun uncorked a wild piteh on her Tirst delivery to Liz
Payonle, allowing Kathleen Duffy to score the winning run.

A leadolT single in the top of the seventh was the only batler W reach base against Rathbun, who
fanned 1.

Winning pitcher Sarah Newhaus, also a freshman righty, pitched a complele-game ihree-hitter and
iike Rathbun, did not walk a batter.

With the score tied, Fastern had runmers on sceond and third and one out i the sixth, but Neuhaus
vol an infield pop and a called strikeout to end the threat. The Warriors also stranded a runner at
second m the fourth,

With the Warriors playing their sixth game in three days, head coach Diana Pepin mixed her
lineup against the Maroons. Scaior second baseman Kelly Finlay (Thomaston) replaced junior
Kim Church (Farmington) at shortstop, and senior Stephanie Buchanan (Moosup) and
freshman Christine Yeomans (Durkam) made their first career starts al right field and second
base, respectively. Yeomans recorded her first coliegrate hit with a single leading off the sixth
mning and was sacrificed Lo second by No. 9 hitter Buchanan.

In two games on the day. Rathbun allowed two hits and no carned runs in 14 172 mnmgs. She
fanned 24 and walked one. Afler six games this vear, Rathbun has not allowed an carned run in
glesy and two runs while fanning 48 and

=

33 innings. She has surrendered just cight hits (seven sin
walking ten. Opposing batters arve hitung just .G77.

Hastersn Conn. 5, Lawrence UL 0

Eastern Conn. {4-1} {00 122 Y - 5 7 0]
Lawrence (0-3) 000 000 3 -- O ! 3

Molly Rathbun (4-0} and Nikki Mustin, Emily Perish (6-2) and Hillary Cheever. 2B-Rathbun 2
(123; 3B-Rachel Denny {12).

L. of Chicage 1, Eastern Conn. 0, 8 inn. (tichreaker)

Bastern Conn. (4-2) (00 (00 00 -- 0 3 0
Chicago (3-1) 000 000 01 -- ] 1 |

One oul when winning run scored

Molly Rathbun (4-1Y and Nikki Mustin. Sarah Neuhaus (2-0) and Sara Whaley.



Sunday, March 22, 2009

EASTERN SOFTBALL SHUTS OUT NG L UDW-WHITEWATER, 4-0
Frestuman Molly Ruthburn fans 12 in a complete-game three-lit victory

CLERMONT, Fla. ~ A year ago, pitcher Molly Rathbun (Hebron) was striking out opposing
high schoot hitters by the dozen. In her second collegiate start Sunday, the 5-foot-9 inch righty
fanned 12 University of Wisconsin-Whitewater batters in a complete-game three-hit gem that led
the Eastern Connecticut State University softball team to a 4-0 win over the No. | ranked team in
Diviston HI.

Eastern (3-1) scttled for a sphit ol two games at Legends™ Way Field at the National Training
Center Sunday when BulTalo State College scored six runs in the fourth inning in a 9-2 victory.

Eastern Conn. 4, UW-Whitewater §

in onc of the most overwhelming performances against a national-caliber tcam m many years,
Rathbun lintited Whitewater (4-1) to three singles as she handed the Warhawks their first shutout
loss since 2007 Whitewater returned all but two starters from a team which reached last vear's
national championship game.

Rathbun had a no-hitler until No. 9 hitter Courtney Batdwin punched an opposite-held single to
left with two out in the [ith. After the fisst inning, only one Whitewater gol as far as second base
Rathbun did not walk a batter afler walking two i the first inning, when she got a swinging
strikeout of No, 5 hitter Amanda LeBeau 1o strand runners at second and third.

Rathburn (3-0), who struck out 12 batters in 11 2/3 innings of two scason-opening wins Saturday,
struck out four straight ballers over the [irst two innings Sunday, and fater fanned lour of six
hitters. She completed the shutout with two swinging strikeouts and an infield ground ball in the
seventh,

Rathbun has not allowed an camed run in three games tis year (giving up one tolal run) while
striking out 24 in [8 273 innings and giving up only six hits (il singles). Rathbun vutdueled
Whitewater’s 2008 [reshman All-America lefty Jessica Stang, who gave up seven hits and was
able to strike out only three Eastern batiers.

Freshiman rightfielder Priscilla Alicea (Straiford) had a sacrifice fly to give Lastern a 1-0 lcad in
the third, and senior catcher/first baseman Rachel Benny {Last Haddam) made it 3-0 with a
two-out, two-run opposite-field single to right. No. 9 hitter Katie Dinihanian (Stratford) scored
the fourth run in the Ofth, coming home on Denny’s twe-out RBE double down the left field line.
Bufflale State 9, Lastern Conn. 2

Making her second start this year after coming out of the bulipen almost exclusively last year,
sophomore righty Caitlin Cravens (Elisworth, ME) was knocked out whife the Bengals were
scoring six runs in the fourth inning on four hits, two walks, and two infield errors. Freshman
righty Rosie Manzoe (Hudson, MA) made her collegiate debut in place of Cravens, working the

{more)



Sunday, March 22, 2009 -- Softball

final 3 2/3 innings. Manvo did not allow a hitand only one baserunner over the final two innines,
Cravens has stepped in as the No. 2 starter due 1o the illness of senior co-caplain Katie Pensiero
{Stamford), who is not expected (o see action unti the northern and home-opener Saturday
against Massachusetts Boston.

Denny drove in both Fastern runs with doubles v the first and third innings. Denny bas six RBI
this year and needs three to break the carcer record of 118, She already bolds the season record.
Junior shortstop Kim Chuorcel {(Farmington) and junior centerficlder Ashley Sullivan

{Trumbull} matched Denny with two hits each,

Sullivan is 7-Tor- 10 this scason, Dinthanian 6-for-12, Denny 6-Tor-14 and Rathbun 3-for-13 with
three runs and three RBL The team s batting .3 106.

Monday, Lastern faces Lawrence University (9:30 am.) and the University of Chicago {1:30
p.m.)

Fastern Conn. 4, UW-Whitewater {

UW-Whitewaler (4-1) 000 (00 0 -- 0 3 1
Hastern Conn. (3-0) 003 (10 X - 4 7 |

Jessica Stang (2-1) and Liz Yucws, Molly Rathbun (3-0) and Rachel Denny. 2B-Denny (L)

Bulfalo State College ¥, Eastern Conn. 2

.
<

Buffalo State {(3-1) 200 G610 () e 9 i
Bastern Conn. (3-1) 1O (60 { . 2

(w9}
| S

Nicole Sabura (2-0) and Lindsay GolT. Caitlin Cravens (0-1), Rosic Manzo (4) and Nikki Mustin.
213-Marissa Mariano (B), Rachel Denny 2 (E); 3B-Priscilla Alicea (E).



Saturday, March 21, 2009

BEHIND RATHBUN, EASTERN SOFTBALL WINS TWO

Freshman pitches and hits Warriors to tivo season-opening victories

CLERMONT, Fla. -- Freshman Molly Rathbun {Hebroa) did not allow an carned runin 11 273
imnings and drove  the go-ahead runs m bath games as the Fasters Connecticut State University
softball teant opened its 2009 scason with wins over Babson College and Elmburst College
Saturday at Legends' Way Field at the National Trainmg Center.

Eastern defeated Babson (8-0), 2-1 i eight mnings when Rathbun's routime 1y ball to right with
two outs was dropped, aliowing sophomore outfielder Katie Dinthanian {(Stratiord) (o score the
game-ending run from second base. Rathbua pilched a complete-game three-hitter with nine
strikeouts in that game and didn't atlow an earned run.

ina 6-4 win over Elmhurst {2-1), Rathbun tripled in the (st two runs ol the game in the {irst
inning and added a solo home run leading off the third. Rathbun was credited with ber second win
of the day by pitching the final 3 2/3 innings in place ol sephomore starter Caitlin Cravens
(Elisworth, ME).

In accordance with the interpational tic-breaker rule, each team began the cighth inning ol the
first game with a runner on sccond. Rathbun got two strikeouls Lo leave the Babson runner
stranded in the top ol the eighth. With No. 9 hitter Dinthanian on sccond base to begin the botlom
of the etghth, Babson sophomore pitcher Caroline Barr gol two sirikeouls belore mtentionally
walking Eastern No., 3 hitter Rachel Benny (East Haddam), On a 3-1 piteh. Rathbun then lolted
a high, vet casy, medium-deep {1y ball o right. The ball was dropped. allowing Dinthanian o
ease home with the game-ending run.

The Warriors colleeted 15 hits off two Elmhurst pitchers in the second game and led 5-0 before
the Blue fays batlled back. Trailing 5-1, Elmhurst knocked out Cravens in a three-run fourth
inning to cut the gap to 5-4. Rathbun got two {ly balls to leave two runners aboard in place of
Cravens, then faced only one batter over the minimum over the (inal two innings.

Against Babson, Rathbun stranded 11 bascrunners, getiing strikeouls 1o cnd four different
mnings. In twe of those innings, she lelt the bases loaded. Agamnst Elmhurst, the right-hander
fanned three and waiked one and did not allow a hin

Senior ati-region centerficlder Ashley Sullivan (Trumbuil), sidelined throughout most of the
nre-season with a broken hand, had lour hits in the second game after entering as a late-inning
replacement against Babson. Rathbun and Dinihantan both had three hits against Elmhurst, with
Rathbun scoring three to go along with her three RBL

Eastern senior pilching ace Katie Pensiere (Stamford) did not make the ten-game trip after
becoming sick this past week.

B

Sunday, Eastern faces UW-Whitewater ar 9:30 a.m. and Bullalo State College at L300 pom,

{more)



Saturday, March 21, 2009 - Softball

Fastern Conn. 2, Babson College 1 {(8inn./tie-breaker)

Babson College (8-6) (01 000 00 -~ 1 3 2
Eastern Conn, (1-0) 130 (00 01 — 2 O !
Two oul when winning run scored.

Caroline Barr (1-3) and Nicole Laum. Molly Rathbun (1-0) and Katic O Toole. 2B-Katie
Dinihanian (13).

Kastern Conn. 6, Elmburst College 4

Eastern Conn. {2-0) 302 001 O - O 15 4
Elmhurst (2-1} 001 300 0 - 4 Y 2

Catthn Cravens, Molly Rathbun (4) and Rachel Denny. Vanessa Kalal, Amber Schwarzinger (3)
and I Karsa, Lz MeAtster (3), WP-Rathlbun, 213-Ashlev Grice (ED; 3B-Rathbun {EC), Beeea
Zumpl (121, HR-Rathbun (13 (EC).



