Thursday, March 5, 2009

MIDDLE PERIODS DECISIVE FOR EASTERN M-LACROSSE IN OPENING WIN

BABSON PARK, Mass. - In the pre-season, sccond-year head coach Justin Axel [elt that
this year's biggest improvement would be evident i the arca of faceolTs.

Thursday's season-opener proved him prophetic.

Sophomore midficlder Eric Vasil (Southington) dominated the faceoff circle by winning
14 of 13 faceoffs and also picked up 14 ground balls and scored three goals 1o lead the
Eastern Connecticut State University men's lacrosse team to a season-opening 15-8 win
over Babson College at MacDowell Field.

It marked the first scason-opening win since 2005 for Eastern, which defeated Babson (0-
2) for the fourth straight vear and eighth time m nine years.

Babson led 3-2 after the [irst quarter, and played the Warriors (o a 4-4 stalemate in the
fourth quarter. In between, Fastern completeley dominated play. In those decisive middle
(wo periods, the Warriors had advantages ol 9-2 in goals, 30-12 in shots, 29-17 in ground
balls and 9-2 in faceo(fs, Over those 30 minutes, Castern's experienced defense limited
Babson to just four ¢lears on 16 attemipts.

Leading by one goal, Eastern erupted for eight unasnwered goals to run away with a 13-4
o B ] ? } o e o

tead three minutes into the final quarter. The Warriors scored the final four goals in the
final three minutes of the st hall to take a 9-4 lead into hallftime. Seven difterent
players cither scored a goal or assisted durtng that four-goal run.

Vasil. who won 54.5 percent of his faccoffs as a [reshman last season, won 14 ol 15 face-
ofTs for the Warriors, recording ! 1 of his 14 ground balls on his own face-off victories.
Ile also scored three goals on as many shots. Sophomore attack Brian Fechtmann
(Levitttown, NY) matched his classmate with three goals, while senior attack Matt
Savage (Southington) tacked on one goal and three assists. Scnior midficider 1
Sinnmons (Mystic) and junior midficlder Zach Malouf (Norwich) cach contributed two
goals for Eastern, while senior goalie Kyle Savage (Southington) made 10 saves betore
departing in charge of 4 12-4 lead early in the fourth quarter.

Every player in uniform saw action for the Warriors. Five Lastern newcomers recorded
their (irst collegiate poinis: Midliclder Kyle Bainton (North Attlebore, MA) had « goal
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and assist, attack Parker Geane (Easton) and midliclder Henry Peterson (West
Hartford) a goal cach and attack Michael Sullinger (Brookficld) and first-year transfer
midficlder Michacl Glennon (Walpole, MA) one assist apiece. All but Glennon are
freshmen.

A total of' 22 penalties were whistled in the game. Fastern was 4-for-11 in extra-man
opportunies and its man-down unit stopped seven of Babson's nine man-up trics. Three of
the Warriors' man-up goals came during the seven-goal second period, with Fechtmann,
Maloul and Simmons capitalizing on those extra-man situations.

In all, Eastern won 20 of 25 faceolls.

After picking up 33 ground balls in last year's win over Babsen, the Warriors collected 52
Thursday to out-pace Babson by 21 in that category. Sentor defenseman Steve Lane
{(Groton) followed Vasil with six ground balls, senior midfielder Ben Raccio (Hamden)
adding four.

Babson was led by senior E.J. Petersen, who scored three goals, and senior Bryan
Wilbur, who added three assists. Senior Max Owen started in net and made {ive saves in
IR minutes of action before giving way to sophomore Mike Saucier. who stopped nine

shots in 32 minutes.

Fastern visits Montclair State University Saturday at 2 p.m.

-30-



Saturday. March 7, 2009

SIX-GOAL THIRD PERIOD LIFTS MSU OVER EASTERN M-LACROSSE
Red Hawks break open tight contest to register 14-8 non-conference decision

MONTCLAIR, N.J. -+ The Eastern Connecticut State Universily men's lacrosse team
gave up only one goal to Montclair State University leading scorer Tyler Meth, but four
of his teammates combined for six goals that broke open a tight game late in the third
quarter and carried the Red Hawks (o a 14-8 non-conference victory Saturday afternoon
at Sprague Field on the MSU campus.

P]a}«'ing its second game in three days, Fastern (1-1) never led in the second half bus

ailed by only two goals, 86, alter senior attack Matt Savage’s (Southington) second
anl with four minutes left in the third period. Montclair (3-1) owned the final 19
minutes, however, outscoring the Warriors 6-2 the rest of the way to post its third straight
viclory over Eastern after losing the {irst two contests in this series.

Meth, the Montclair leader with ten goals through the first three matches, managed only
onc goal on eight shots Saturday, but teammates Robert Simicola, Mike Corsetto.
Matthew Prongay and Taylor Bonner combined to wrap s1x goals around the {inal
minutes of the third period and [irst nine minutes of the fourth as Montelair puiled away.

Fastern’s first four goals of the mateh gave it one-goal feads cach time before Prongay
and Meth scored in the final two minutes to provide the hosts with a 6-4 advantage at
halltime. Eastern was never able to get any closer.

In Thursday’s 15-8 scason-opener win at Babson, Bastern shut out the Beavers in the
third period which allowed the Warriors (o carry an 11-4 lead into the final 13-minute
session. Saturday, Montelair scored six times in the third period, then held Fastern
scoreless i the fourth untit less than a minute remained.

Sophomore attack Brian Fechtmann (Levittown, NY), junior mid{ielder Maxim Fantl
{(West Hartford) and Matt Savage (Southington) cach scored (twice for Fastern.
Fechtmann, who scored two goals in {4 matches as a freshman leads Eastern with live
goals In two matches,

{more}
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Sophomore midlicider Eric Vasil (Seuthington) won 16 of 23 (aceolls against Montclair
and s now 30-for-38 in two matches. He collected cight ground balls and senior
defenseman Steve Lane {Groton) five. First-year junior Michael Glennen (Walpole,
MAG contributed thiee assists on three of the team’s [irst four goals. His pass sct up
sentor midficlder Ben Raccio (Hamden) with {five minutes le(t in the fivst hall that gave
iastern 1fs Minal lead, 4-3.

Bonner scored five goals on seven shots for Montelair, giving him nine strikes in four
matches.

Eastern scnior goalic Kyle Savage {(Southington) was credited with ten saves while
Montclair senior nctminder Thomas Bowers had 3. Bowers was last year’s ECAC
Metro-South Gealic-of-the-Year for the Skyline Conference regular-scason and playoft
champions.

Fastern hosts Roger Williams University at Norwich Free Academy Saturday at noon.

Montchair State U, 14, Vastern Conn, 8

Lastern Conn, (1-1) 3 | 3 J -- I
Montelair State (3-1) 2 4 6 2 — 14

Goals: E-Maxim Fantl 2, Matt Savage 2, Brian Fechtmann 2, Zach Malouf, Ben Raccio;
M-Taylor Bonner 5, Robert Sinicola 3, Matthew Prongay 2, John Schiavone, Mike
Corsetto, Tyler Meth, Anthony Dzienkiewicz,

Assists: E-Michael Glennon 3, DJ Simmons 2; M-Tylcr Meixner 4, Mario Passatiume 2,
Sinicela 2, Corsclto, Schiavone.

Shots: 1:-31, M-39; Saves: [-Kyle Savage 10, M-Thomas Bowers 13,



Saturday, March 14, 2009

EARLY FOURTH-PERIOD GOALS CARRY EASTERN M-LACROSSE
Warriors snap tie with three goals early in fourth quarter in 10-7 victory

SNORWITH, Cona, . The Eastern Connecticul State Univ ersity men’s licrasse ream scored three
unanswered goals in the first three minutes of the fourth guarter 1o snap a tic and went on o
record a 10-7 non-conference win over Roger Williams Universily Saturday afternoon at Norwich
Free Academy,

Roger Williams (2-1) gota man-up goal from senior Dave Hurley (Hanover, MAY 17 seconds
mto the fourth quarter 1o te the match al 5-5 before Eastern (2-1) responded with three goals in
fess than three minutes to assume an 8-5 lead with just under 12 minutes left in the mateh.

Junior Maxim Fanth (West Hartford) netted his second goal of the mateh with a goal from the
right sl of the cage o give Bastern the lead for good, 6-5 with 13:30 Iell. Sophomere Eric Vasil
(Southington} won the ensuing faceolT and fed senior Matt Savage (Southington) six seconds
fater o make it 7-5, and sophomore Brian Fechtmann (Levittown, NY) pushed the lead 10 8-53
oft'a feed from Mall Savage with P45 remaining.

After scoring enly two goals in the middic two periods. Eastern exploded lor live in the [inal
quarter, when the Hawks stayed close by scoring two ol their three goals in the frame on extra-
man opportunitics,

Fastern remains unbeaten (5-0) in games played at Norwich Free Academy and remains
andefated (4-0) against Roger Williams in this series which dates back to 1997, It was the [irst
meeting between the clubs in ten years.

Matt Savage led Eastern with iwo goals and two assists, all but one assist coming over the final
15 minutes. He also had five ground balls. Vasil won 15 of 17 faccofTs and picked up 12 ground
balls. He has won 43 of 55 faccofts this scason.

Hurley improved his tcam-leading scoring total to 13 pomls by scoring four goals and assisting
on another. He connected on four of bis six shots in the mateh, Deleaseimen Glenn Pacitl
(Mastic, NY ) a junior, and senior Chris Mecozzi {Wilton} cach had three ground balls 1o Jead
Roger Willtuns,

Hastern hosts Mount [da College Wednesday at 4 pamn.

Eastern Conn. 10, Roger Williams 1. 7

Roger Williams (2-1} | 2 I 3 - 7
Eastern Conn. {2-1) 3 0 2 5 -- Lo

Goals: R-Dave FHurley 4, Jim Turenne. Drew Smnth, Domenic Celeste, 1:-Zach Maloul 2, Mat
Savage 20 Mosam Fantd 20 Brian Fechimann 2. Michacl Glennon, Frie Vasil,

Assists: R-Justin Leddy 2, Hurley, Smith; E-M. Savage 2, DI Sunmoens 2, Michael Sullinger,
Vsl

Shots: R-27, E-43; Saves: R-Tyler Rochuck 19, B-Kyle Savage 13



Wednesday, March 18, 2009

DEFENSE KEYS EASTERN MEN'S LACROSSE WIN OVER MOUNT IDA
Warriors shut down Mount Ida, coast to 14-7 win in Nevers Field opener

WILLIMANTIC, Conn. - Keyed by its defense, the Lastern Connecticut State University
men’s lacrosse team allowed only four goals through the first three pertods, then cleared
the beneh in the final quarter in coasting to a 14-7 victory over Mount Ida College
Wednesday afternoon in its first mateh of the season on Thomas Nevers Field.

With its second win over Mount Ida (1-3) in the last two years, Eastern (3-1) improves its
all-time record at Nevers Field to 84-7, The Warriors have given up only seven goats in
cach ol two wins 1n the last five days.

Thirty-three uniform players saw action lor the Warriors - including all three goalies -
with ten contributing a goal or assist and (3 picking up at Teast one ground ball.

Sophomore midfielder Erie Vasil (Southington) set the tone by winning ten of 12
faceoffs in the first half, helping Eastern take a 7-3 lead into the break. Fastern held
Mount fda to just one goal in each of the second and third periods and carried a 10-4 Jead
into the final 15 minutes.

Scmor attack Matthew Savage (Southington) had three goals and three assists and
Junior attack Vinny Tornatere (Norwalk), m his first start of the vear, had three goals.
Seven of his cight shots were on cage. Vastl won 16 0l 21 laceolTs on the aflernoon to
improve his season percentage to 756 (59-0f-78). He also sparked the Warriors to
decisive 34-20 advantage in ground balls by picking up a tcam-high 13. Matthew Savage
added five ground ball to go along with his six points. Behind senior midficlder DJ
Simmens (Mystie), Fastern more than doubled the Mustangs’ shot total. Simmons took a
dozen shots — scoring two goals - and also corralled four ground balls.

Eastern never trailed and scored seven straight goals 1o break from a 3-3 tie i the
opening minutes of the second quarter. Junior goatic Matt Vernik of Meunt Ida made 21
saves (o keep his team within range, but the Mustangs scored only two goals ina streich
of 34 minutes that sealed their fate.

{(more)
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All three Eastern goalies saw action. Sentor Kyle Savage (Southington) lowered his
goals-against average to 8.27 by surrendering six goals over 52 minutes before giving
way to freshman Jamic Tommins (Fairfield) and sophomore Stephen Goomrigian
{(Norwalk).

Freshman attack Michael Sullinger (Brookfield) recorded his first coltegiate goal four
minutes into the final period on a leed from Matthew Savage.

Fastern visits detendimg national champion Salisbury University Saturday evening at 7
NS

Eastern Conn. 14, Mount Ida College 7

Mount fda Collcge (1-3)
Lastern Conn. (3-1)

SIS
o

f
~4

Goals: M-Brett Conley 3. Matthew Savage 2. Alex Champagne, Nate Prince; E-Vinny
Tornatore 3, Maithew Savage 3, Maxim Fantl 2, 12J Simmons 2, Brian Fechtmann,
Michael Sutlinger, Lee Mascolo, Kyle Bamton.

Assists: M-Dan Harrington, Prince; E-Matt Savage 3, Fechtmann 2, Simmons, Eric Vasil,
Steve Lane, Sullinger.

Shots: M-20. I-48; Saves: M-Matt Vernik 21 (14 goals allowed, 58:39 min.), Justin
Famiglictti 0 (0, 1:21); E-Kyle Savage 8 (6 goals allowed, 52:05), Jamic Tommins 0 (1,
5:21), Stephen Goomrigian (0, 2:34}.



Saturday, March 21, 2009

EASTERN M-LACROSSE IMPRESSIVE IN LOSS TO NQ. 1 SALISBURY
Warriors give two-time defending champs toughest test of season in 15-7 sethack

SALISBURY, Md. -- The Gastern Connecticut Stale University men's lacrosse team matched No,
F-ranked and two-time defending national champion Salisbury University through the first eight
goals of the game belore the Sea Gulls eventually re-grouped for a 15-7 victory 1o post their 86th
consecutive regular-season victory Saturday night

Eastern (3-2) recovered from an carly 3-0 delicit to score four of the next five goals and pull even
at 4-4 one minute into the second period. Al that point, Salisbury (9-0) went on an 8-1 run that
put them comfortably ahead, 12-5, midway through the third period.

The loss snaps a modest two-game winning streak for Bastern. Two-time delending nationa
champion Salisbury extended its overall winning streak (o 51, #ts home streak to 81, and 1its
regular-scason streak to 86. The Sca Gulls have not losl a regular-season game in six Veurs.

Eastern senior keeper Kyle Savage (Southington) made a season-high 19 saves to

backstop a defense which limited Salisbury 30-goal scorer Mike Cannone 1o one goal and which
held the Sea Gulls off the board on six of seven man-up situations. Salisbury national Player-of-
the-Year Kyler Berkman was held scoreless on seven shots. He managed 1o record his 20th and
21stassists of 2009. Sophomore faccoff specialist Erie Vasil (Senthington) continued his
faccoll dominance by winning 14 ol 25 laceoffs and is now 73-for-103 this year. Vasil picked up
a team-high ten ground balls,

The game marked the scason debut ol sophomore attack Brendan Hoppey (Shoreham, NY),
who had missed the first four games of the scason with a hand injury. Hoppey. Tast year's Linle
Hast Conlerence Rookic-ol-the-Year, contributed three assists. Senior attack Matthew Savage
(Southington) and junior midliclder Zach Malouf (Norwich) each had two goals for Eastern,
Senior midtielder B Simmons (Mystic) freed himself 1o take ten shots, but was able o put only
one past Salisbury sophomore goatie Johnny Rodriguez. Simmons and senior defenseman Mike
Silvestrini (Guilford) cach collected four ground balls.

The Warriors converted a season-high three man-up goals (on eight attempis). sophomore attack
Brian Fechtmann (Levittown, NY) using that extra-man opportunity to tie the score at 4-4 on a
feed from Hoppey carly in the second period.

Eastern was oulshot 2-for-1. but the hosts managed only a 42-38 edge in ground balls.

‘the seven-goal margin was the second-closest malch by an opponent this year against Salisbury,
which was coming off 27-7 and 13-2 wins over Marvmount (Va.) and Colerado College most

recently.
Eastern opens Little Bast Conference play when it hosts the University of Southern Maine

Saturday at 1 p.m.

-30-
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little east conference
Saturday, March 28, 2009

EARLY EXPLOSION CARRIES EASTERN M-LACROSSE TO WIN

Warriors score first ten goals of match in opening defense of regular-season LEC title

WILLIMANTIC, Conn. - Sixteen different players contributed to the offense and 38
players saw action as the Eastern Connecticut State University men’s lacrosse team
opened defense of last year’s regular-scason Little Fast Conlerence championship with a
{7-5 victory over the University of Southern Maine Saturday afternooen at Thomas
Nevers [ield.

The match featured pre-scason conference favorite Eastern (4-2, 1-0 hittle east) agamst a
University of Southern Maine (3-3, 0-1 little cast) tcam picked to finish cighth.

Eastern shut out the Huskies for the first 274 minutes in rolling up a 10-0 lead. Twelve
different players scored at least one goal and four contributed assists. Junior attack Vinny
Tornatore {(Norwalk) scored a carcer-high [our goals 1 a little over one half of play.
Freshman midfielder John Carney (Seaford, NY) scored his first career goal with cight
minutes left. Making his first start of the vear (sccond appearance), sophomore attack
Brendan Hoppey (Shoreham, NY) scored his [irst goal of the scason. Hoppey, last
vear's LEC Rookie-of-the-Year, missed the [irst four matches ot the year due to a broken
hand and had three assists in his first appearance of the scason last Saturday olt the bench
al Salisbury University.

Already the program career record-holder in numerous categories, senior goaile Kyle
Savage (Seuthington) moved to within two appearances of establishing a program carcer
record in that category by playmg the {irst half in inct.

The Warriors picked up 49 ground balls in the match and won 15 of 24 faccofls.
Sophomore midficlder Eric Vasil (Southington) was 8-for-12 on faceofls and scooped
up a team-high nine ground balls. Scnior defenseman Mike Siivestrini (Guilford) added
six ground balls and senior defenseman Steve Lane (Groton) four.

Kyvle Savage made scven stops in the first half betore giving way to freshman Jamie
Tommins (Fairfield) and sophomore Stephen Goomrigian (Norwalk), who wrapped up

{more)
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the win. Tommins mad four saves and Goomirigian turned back three shots over the (inal
SCVeT minutes,

Fasiern visits Wheaton College Wednesday at 4 p.m. in a non-conference match.

Eastern Conn. 17, U. of Southern Maine 5

[

1 -- 5
4 -= 17

Southern Matne (3-3, 0-1 hittle easty 0 l
Fastern Conn. (4-2, 1-0 little east) 5 5

sl

Goals: S-Preston Gilbert 3, Will Joy, Cason Carlson; E-Vinny Tornatore 4, DJ Simmons
2, Michael Sullinger 2, John Camey, Maxim Fantl. Brendan Hoppey, Eric Vasil, Zach
Mualoull Ben Raceto, Michael Glennon, Brian Fechtmann, Kyle Bainton,

Assists: S-Marce Stannard: E-Matt Savage 3, Stmmons 2, Parker Geane 2, Fechtmann 2,
Salteu Bolivar, Lathrop, Vastil, FHoppey,

Shots: 5-31, H-48.

Saves: S-James Suriyodorn 17, E-Kyle Savage 7 (1 goal allowed, 30:00 mm.), Jamie
Tommins 4 (22:40, 3), Stephen Goomrigian 3 (7:20, 1)



Wednesday, April 1, 2009

SIX-GOAL SECOND PERIOD CARRIES EASTERN M-LAX, 16-11

Warriors down Wheaton for ninth siraight time, improve to 4-0 against NE opponents

NORTON, Mass. — The Eastern Connecticut State University men’s lacrosse team turned
up the heat in the second period, scoring six goals and dominating all facets of the game
on the way to a 16-11 non-conference victory over Wheaton College Wednesday
afternoon at Murione Stadium.

Fastern (5-2) remains unbeaten this scason against New England competition in four
outings as it keeps Wheaton (0-6) winless. After losing the first game to the Lyons i this
series, the Warriors have won the last nine.

Leading by a goal after the first 13-minute period, Bastern hit its stride in the second
period. The Warriors won seven of nine faceofls, were successful on six of seven clears,
carned a 16-2 advantage in ground balls and outshot the hosts 16-9. The result was a 6-2
advantage in goals that provided the Warriors with a 10-5 halftime lead. Tn the [irst half,
Eastern owned advantages of 30-10 in ground balls, 30-14 in shots, and 13-4 in faceofTs.
The Warriors also failed to ¢lear only one of 17 attempts over the first 30 munutes.

Leading 10-7 midway through the third period, Eastern scored the final goal of the period
and the (irst four of the final period in a span of less than five minutes w pull away.
Scenior midfielder DJ Simmons (Mystic) score two of lus team-leading four goals in that
stretch, and senior Matthew Savage (Southington), junior Michael Glennon (Walpole,
MA) and sophomore Brendan Hoppey (Shoreham, NY} adding one cach.

Beginning with Simmons® goal that opened the second period, the Warriors outscored
Wheaton 11-3 through the first five minutes of the [ourth pertod.

Sophomore Erie Vasil (Southington) won 21 of 25 faceofTs and picked up 14 ground
balls for Fastern. Vasil recorded his 100% faccofT win of the scason in the match and
improved his scason percentage to 743 (101-for-136). His ground ball total equaled his
carcer-high and leaves him cight shy of establishing a season record in that category.

{(more)
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Hoppey had three goals and three assists to match Stmmons’ point total in the match.

Senior goalie Kyle Savage (Southington) made 14 stops over the first 56 minutes. The
. | .- ’ . .
match was his 58", tying the program record for oalies,

Wheaton’s Chris Landers more than doubled his scason total of four goals by scoring a
game-high and career-best five.

Eastern hosts Plymouth State University in a Little East Conference match Saturday al
Ipm.
Eastern Conn, 16, Wheaton College (MA) 11

Eastern Conn. (5-2) 4 6 ] 5 - LG
Wheaton College (0-6) 3 2 2 4 - L1

Goals: E-DJ Simmons 4, Brendan Hoppey 3, Matthew Savage 3, Zach Malouf 2, Eric
Vasil, Michacl Glennon, Pat Gority, Steve Lanc; W-Chris Landers 5, Jeff Gomer 2, Drew
Schaffer, Ben Cederberg, Billy McNamara, Conor Finn.

Assists: E-Hoppey 3, Maxim Fantl 2, Simmons 2, Vasil; W-Gomer 2, Cederberg,
Landers, Schalfer, Tim lHoran.

Shots: E-49, W-34: Saves: B-Kyle Savage 14 (9 goals allowed, 56:14). Jamie Tommins 3
(2, 3:46). W-Schuyler Horn 13,
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little east conference
saturday, April 4, 2009

EASTERN M-LACROSSE EXTENDS LEC STREAK IN 18-3 WIN

Kyle Savage, Vasil set records in Warriors® conference victory over Plymouth State

WILLIMANTIC, Conn. - The Eastern Conneeticut State University men’s lacrosse team
raced to a 10-1 halftime lead and cruised o an 18-3 Little East Conference victory over
Plymoutl: State Untversity Saturday alternoon at Thomas Nevers Field,

Ranked No. 12 in New Ineland. Fastern (6-2, 2-0 little cast) is unbeaten in 27 regular-
scason conference matches at Nevers Field since the inception of confcrence play m
2001. Plymouth (2-4, 1-1 little cast) is the only conference team te defeat Eastern at
Nevers Field, recording an overtime win in the semifinals of last year’s LEC playofs.
The Panthers, who qualified for ECAC play last year afler losing to Western Connecticut
in the LEC title game, had a two-game winning streak stopped and falls o 3-17 all-time
against the Warriros.

Fastern senior goalie Kyle Savage (Southington) took over as the program’s all-time
feader with his 39" career appearance. He made six saves over the first three periods to
record his 36" carcer win - two shy of the program record. His saves move him to within
five of becoming the 25" goalic in NCAA Division [ history with as many as 700 in a
carcer. Savage holds Eastern career records for appearances, starts, minuies and saves.

Sophomore midfielder Eric Vasil (Seuthington) won all 16 of his laceolls to improve
his scason percentage .770. Vasil needed only eight matches to break the Eastern season
ground ball record set by All-America Shannon Slige i 2000. Vasil broke the record of
87 with his eighth of 13 ground batls in the game. He now has 93 ground balls this ycar
for an average of 1.0 per game.

Seniors Matthew Savage (Seuthington) and DJ Simmons (Mystic) cach scored four
goals for Eastern, which outshot Plymouth 27-10 in butlding a 10-1 halftime lead. Junior
Maxim Fantl (West Hartford) contributed a career-high fouy assisls. I'reshman long-
stick midficlder Temmy Flynn (Mincola, NY) scored his [irst carcer goal to give

(more)
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Eastern a 3~0 lead with just under two minutes gone in the mateh.
Lastern hosts Trinity College Tuesday at 4 p.m. The Bantams are ranked ninth in New
England.

Eastern Conn. 18, Plymouth State U. 3

Plymouth State (2-4, 1-1 little east) | {J 0
Fastern Conn. (6-2. 2-0 httle cast) 6 4 5

(S I S

Goals: P-Brian Giroux 2; Steve Engel; E- DI Simmons 4. Matthew Savage 4.

Brendan Hoppey 2, Zach Malout 2, Parker Geane, Pat Gority, Eric Vasil, Lee Mascolo,
Tommy Flynn, Vinny Tornatore.

Assists: P-Andrew Eriksen, Conor McCullough: LE-Maxim Fantl 4, Geane, Gonity,
Hoppey. Henry Pelerson.

Shets: P-21. 5-48; Saves: P-Kevin Hayes 5 (6 goals aliowed, 15:00 min.), Bill Morgan 6
(9, 30:00), Jack Tyo 2 (3, 153:00); E-Kyle Savage 6 (1 goal allowed, 45:00 min.), Jamie
Tommins 0 (1, 7:48), Stephen Goomrigian 2 (1, 7:12).



Tuesday, April 7, 2009

TRINITY TURNS TABLES ON EASTERN M-LACROSSE IN 12-9 WIN

{n game of streaks, visiting Bantams overcome Warriors’ early five-goal lead

WILLIMANTIC, Conn. — An carly-game feast turned into a lengthy famine for the
Hastern Connecticut State Universily men’s lacrosse team, which couldn’t maintam the
momentum of an carly five-goal lcad ina 12-9 non-conlerence loss to Trinity College
Tuesday afternoon at Thomas Nevers Field.

Ranked No. I'Hin New England, Eastern (6-3) owned the first half] racing to a 6-1 lead
and taking a 6-2 advantage imto the lockerroom. The sceond half belonged to Trinity (8-
3), however. The Bantams, ranked No, 6 in New England, shut the Warriors out on five
shots in the third pertod, holding the hosts of T the scoreboard for 25 minutes in erecting a
9-6 lead midway through the final period.

After Eastern’s man-down unit killed off a two-man Trinity advantage i the (inal
minutes of the first period, Hastern scored the first three goals of the sccond period as 1ts
tcad ballooned to 6-1. After junior midfielder Maxim Fantl (West Hartford) give the
Warriors a 4-1 lead four minutes mto the second period, both teams” defenses dominated
untii sentor defenseman Steve Lane (Groton) and sentor midficlder W Simmons
(Mystic) scored 47 scconds apart in the final four minutes of the quarter to make it 6-1.

In the game, Bastern's man-down unit saw plenty ol action, kilhng 11 of 14 of Trinity’s
extra-man opportunites. The Warriors spent 12 munutes and 30 sceconds in the penaity
box, while Trinity was whistied for only four penalties totaling three minutes.

Thirty-goal scorer Harper Cullen of Trinity was ctfectively conlained by Eastern’s
defense - notably senior delenseman Mike Sitvestrini (Guilford) - through the first half.
Cullen managed only two shots in the first half - neither finding the cage. In the third
period, however, the junior attackman finally broke through, scoring four times on six
shots in the third period to spearhead Trinity’s comeback.

Eastern sophomore faceo (T specialist Erie Vasil (Southington), ranked No. 2 nationally
in faceofT percentage, won 16 of 24 [accolTs and corralled 12 ground balls to extend his
season program record for ground balls to 105, Eastern senior goalic Kyle Savage
(Southington) made ten saves in the game. Tis sixth save  coming in the first minutes
of the third period — made him the 257 player in NCAA Division [ lacrosse history with
700 career saves.

{more)
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The win for Trinity was its fourth straight over Fastern and allows the Bantams to te the
all-time series at 6-all.

A winner of its first two Little Hast Conlerence matches. Fastern visits Keene State
College Saturday at 1 p.m. Both teams lost in the semilinals of tast year's conference
tournament, won by Western Connecticut State University,

Trinity College 12, Eastern Conn. 9

Trinity College (8-3) |
Fastern Conn. (6-3) 3

R
W
I
Vo
ot

Goals: T-Harper Cullen 4, Thomas Rogers 2, Zachary Trudeau 2; Rob Mountain,
Andrew Williamson, Brad Hunnewell, Brendan Newland; E- DJ Simmons 3, Matthew
Savage 2, Brendan Hoppey, Maxim Fantl, Steve Lane, Brian Fechtmann

Assists: T-Max Alderman 3. Connor Hustava 2, Art Schweitver; E-Hoppey 3, Fant] |
Shots: T-33, 11-31: Saves: T-Graham Fadden 13, E-Kyle Savagel0 (11 goals allowed,
59:30), Sean Leary 0 (1, 0:24).
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Saturday, April {1, 2009

FASTERN M-LACROSSE PUTS CLAMPS ON KEENE STATE, i4-10

Defense shuts out Owls for nearly 40 minutes; Warriors in sole possession of first in LEC

KEENE, N.H. -~ The Eastern Conncecticut State University men's lacrosse team shut out
Keene State College for nearly 40 minutes. scoring 12 consecutive goals in the middle
two quarters en route to a H4-10 Litle Bast Conlerence victory in a first-place batile
Saturday afterncon at Owl Stadium Complex.

The win for Eastern {7-3, 3-0 little east) over Keene State (4-3, 2-1 little east) on the
Owls” ficld is its first after four straight losses dating back to 2005, The Warriors (five
titles) and Keene (two) have combined 1o win seven of cight LEC playol? titles.

While Lastern senjors DJ Simmons (Mystic) and Matthew Savage (Southington) were
combining for ten goals, the Warriors” defense was limiting Keenc point teaders Griftn
Meehan and Tony Santa Fe to a combined one goal and two assists. Santa Fe, last year's
conference Qffensive Player-of-the-Year, was shut out.

Keene scored half of its goal total in a span of six minutes in the first guarter before the
Warriors reeled off 12 straight goals. Fastern did not allow a goal for 38:45. a stretch
which gave them a 13-5 lead heading into the final 15-minute quarter.

. " . i . ) R
Simmons and Savage each recorded their 1007 carcer goal in the mateh, making them the
9" and 10" players in program history (o reach thal plateaw. Simmons totaled carcer-
highs with six goals and seven points, while Savage had four goals.

Simmons scored three goals in three minutes, the third one giving the Warriors their first
lead, 6-5, six minutes into the second quarter.  Lastern led 8-5 at halltime. but neither
¢lub was able to break through over the first six minutes of the sccond half. Simmons
broke the standolt with an extra-man goal at that point, and Matthew Savage followed
with three in a row over four minuies to push Eastern’e lead to seven, 12-5, with four
minutes left in the third perid.

(more)

E-MAIL: molHa@easterncl.edu
WEB SITE: htip:/fwww. easternct.edu/depts/athletics
MAILING ADDRESS: Sports Center, Eastern Connecticut State University, 83 Windham St.
Willimantic, CT 06228
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“Al halftime, we told them that the first seven minutes of the second hall would be
critical,” said second-year Fastern head coach Justin Axel. "We said that if we scored a
couple of quick anes, instead of it being 8-5, 1t would be 10-5, and it would really be an
uphili battie for (Keene).” )

Keene scored {ive of the game’s final six goals, but two came inside the linal 2-plus
minutes.

Fastern senior defenseman Steve Lane (Groten) marked Santa Fe tightly throughout
most ol the game, and also came up with a career-tying eight ground balls.

Axel praised the offensive play of Simmons {“Keene had no answer for him”) and the
defensive performance of Lane, as well as the overall execution of the penalty-killing
unit, The win was the second in as manv frics under Axel for Fastern, which survived a

wriplc-overtime 11-10 decision a year ago at Bastern.

Senior goalic Kyle Savage (Southington) made 17 saves - his second-highest total of
the season behind the 19 he collected against delending national champion Salisbury
University March 21. Eleven ol his saves came when he shut out the hosts through the
middle two periods. The win leaves Suvage one shy of the carcer record lor goalics, set
by Mark Tlayes carlicr this decade.

After killing off 11 of its opponents” 14 extra-man opportunies carlier this week against
Trinity College, Eastern’s man-down unit blanked Keenc on five tries after the Owls
converted their first man-up (ry four minutes into the mateh. Eastern capitalized on three
ol its six extra-man opportunics, with Simmons and junior midficlder Zach Malouf
(Norwich) scoring back-to-back extra-man goals that began the ] 2-0 scoring run.

For the first time 1n eight years of conference playoff competition last year, the
championship match did nol include Fastern or Keene or both.

Both clubs were upsel in the semifinals of the tournament, won for the [irst time by
Western Connecticut. Last year’s regular-scason champion, Lastern was rated No. I m
this year’s pre-scason coaches™ poll and was followed closely in the balloting by Keene.

{more)



Tuesday, April 14, 2009

KYLE SAVAGE, VASIL SPARK M-LAX PAST UMASS DARTMOUTH, 16-7
After lackluster first half, Warriors break quickly in second for LEC win

NORTIT DARTMOUTIH, Mass. - The Fastern Connecticut State University men's
lacrosse team put a lackluster {irst hall behind it by scoring three goals in 34 seconds at
the outset of the third quarter and went onto a 10-7 Little Bast Conference victory over
the University of Massachusetts Dartmouth Tuesday afternoon at Cressy Field.

The win s the Tth straight in regular-scason conference play (or Bastern (3-3, 4-0 hiute
cast), last year's undeleated regular-scason confercnee champion. The Wartiors moved up
two spots this week to No. 9 in the New Lngland Division 1 poll.

After being shut out in the second quarter and trainling 3-2 at halfiime, Fastern scored the
first four goals of the third quarter. The [irst three came in the first 1:08 of the third
quarter ina span of’ 34 seconds. Sophomore fuceolT specialist Erie Vasii (Southingion)
- ranked [irst nationally in ground balls and second in faccoft percentage -- won the first
three faccoffs of the third quarter. setting up those first three strikes. Senior midfickder 1
Simmons (Mystic) tied the game at 3-all by scoring the {irst goal of the second halt with
a one-handed shot 34 seconds o the third guarter. Vasil gained the ensuing draw and
took it in himself ten sceonds later to give the Warriors the lead for good. 4-3. Simmons
picked up a ground ball when Vastl captured the next faccofl, and scored on a pass from
Muatthew Savage (Southingten) io make 1t 3-3.

Senior goalie Kyle Savage (Southingfon) made a scason-high 23 saves en roule o his
38th career win between the pipes - ecqualing the most by any goalic in program history,
Thirteen of his saves came in the middle two guarters. The only goals he allowed in that
30-minute streteh were a man-up macker by Josh Arsenauit with 4:32 left in the Oest hatt
that gave UMass (5-6, 2-2 little east) its last lead ar 3-2 and an even-strength goal by

Arsenauit with 2:25 left m the third quarter that cut Fastern's fcad o two.

With Lastern feading 6-4 atter three quarters, the Warriors jumped quickiy again i the
final frame. tallvine twice m the first four minutes and makine it 9-5 midway through the

{more)



guarter. Simmons forced a turnover (o set up the first goal of the quarter by Matthew
Savage, sophomore attack Brendan Hoppey (Shorcham, NY) buried an extra-man goal
oia pass from Vasil for the sccond goal, and junior midficlder Zach Maloul (Norwich)
upped the lead to 9-4 with o goal on a feed from eshiman midficlder Kyle Bainton
{North Atileboro, MA) with 8:30 left in the contest,

UMiass, which had a three-game win sireak snapped, sent in two goals in the final two
minutes to acceunt for the linal three-goal dilferential.

Senior defenseman Steve Lane (Groton) - this past week's conference Delensive Player-

of-the-Week, had seven ground balls, Simmons five and Matthew Savage four.
Fastern hosts Massachuselts Boston Saturday at 1 pam,

Fastern Cona, 10, Ubass Dartmwouth 7

Hastern Conn. (8-3, 4-0 little cast) 2 0 4 4--10
UMass Dartmouth (5-0, 2-2 hitlecasty 201 1 3 7

Goals: -Vinny Toratore 2, Matthew Savage 2. Brendan Hoppey 2. DI Simmons 2. 1iric
Vasil, Zach Malout; MD-Josh Arsenault 3, Mike Lee, Matt Leary. Bobby Young, Steve
Colella.

Assists: U-Simmons 2, Maxam Fantl, Vasil, M. Savage, Kyle Bainton: MD-Leary,
Andrew loster, Nick Campbetl.

Shots: B-41. MD-41: Saves: E-Kyle Savage 23, MD-Kevin Pelsinski 16,



Saturday, April 18, 2009

FASTERN M-LACROSSE ASTEP CLOSERTO SEVENTH LEC TITLE

Warriors remain anbeaten (27-0) vs. LEC oppouents in regular season at Nevers Field

WILLIMANTIC, Conn. -- Eastern Connecticut State University moved a step closer to
its seventh unbeaten Little Last Conference regular season men’s lacrosse championship
n nine years by immnﬂ the University of Massachusctls Boston, 20-7. Saturday
aflernoon for its 27" consecutive regular-scason conference win at Thomas Nevers Field.,

[{aving gone undefeated in winning six of eight LIC regular-scason titles, Hastern (9-3,
5-0 fittle east) needs one win in its final two conference regular-scason conference
matches to nail down at least a share of the regular-scason title, and with it the No. |
seed in the conference playolfs which begin a week from Tuesday with first-round
matches.

Senior goalic Kyle Savage (Southington) became the program’s all-time winningest
goalic with his 39" carcer victory. Savage, who has compiled a 39-24 record in 63 carcer
matches, played the first 23 minutes and left the game with a 13-2 fead. Savage bas
started every possible match and earned every possibie decision in his four-year career.

JZastern sophomore Erie Vasil (Southington), ranked first nationally in ground baiis and
sixth in faceoft winning percentage, won 10 of 12 faceolfs and picked up five ground
balls. In 12 matches, Vasil has won 102 of 227 taceolls for a .7 14 pereentage and has
totaled 4 scason-record 130 ground balls (10.8 per game). iwc ajor mudielder Wikl
Lathrop (Plantsville) also dominated m the faceol circle by winning 15 of 16. The
Warriors won 27 of 31 faceofTs in the game and the man-down until successiully killed
ofl seven UMass extra-man situations.

Vasil and Lathrop cach corralled five ground balls, with senior nudlicider Ben Raccie
(Hamden) [reshman long-stick midficlder Temmy Flynn (Mineola, NY) cach picking
up four of Eastern’s game total of 44 ground balls.

Freshman midficlder Satieu Bolivar (Nerwalk) was credited with his lrst collegrate goal
with an unassisted strike with nine nunutes lelt in the second quaster

Eastern plays its only back-to-back matches this ycar when it hosts i{ochcﬂ'cr Tech
Sunday at 1 p.m. The Tigers (8-4) received votes i the most recent USTLA Division

nationat poli.

{more)
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Fastern Conn. 20, Massachusctts Boston 7

UMass Boston (1-9, 0-5 hitde cast) 2 ( 3 2 -- 7
Eastern Conn. (Y-3, 5-0 little casty 9 s () 3 - 20

Goals: MB-Al Craven 4. Peter Kovach 2, Iric Collins; E-Vinny Tornatore 4, Matthew
Savage 3, DJ Stmmons 3, Brendan Hoppey 2. Kyle Bainton 2, Fric Vasil, Salicu Bolivar,
Pat Gority, Michael Sullinger, Zach Malouf. Lec Mascolo.

Assists: MB-John Canty 2, Dale Nunng E-Vasil 3, Hoppey 2, Matthew Savage 2, Saliey
Bolvar, Gority, Henry Peterson, Ben Raccio, Sullinger, Tornatore.

Shets: MB-23, [-36: Saves: MB-Aaron Pollock 9 E-Kyle Savage 0 (2 goals allowed.

23:20), Jamic Tommins | (3, 21:40). Stephen Goomrigran | (2, Iﬁ:(}(}}_



Sunday, April 19, 2009

FASTERN M-LACROSSE HOLDS OFF BITSLATE CHARGE N 13-12 WIN
Warriors have just enough to liold on in non-conference match against 1igers

WILLIMANTIC, Conn. — The Tastern Connecticut State University men’s tacrosse
team built a six-goal lead through three quarters and held on to post a 13-12 non-
conference victory over Rochester Tech Sunday alternoon at Thomas Nevers Field.

Eastern (10-3), which had lost to Rochester Teceh (8-3) by 21 goals three years ago,
has won four straight. Rochester Tech (8-5) had won two in a row and three of Tour
entering the match.

Hastern took the lead for good with 65 seconds left in the first quarter and carried a
six-goal lead into the final quarter before the Tigers made a late charge that lefl
them one goal shy. RIT kept the Warriors off the board after Mathew Savage’s
(Southington) fourth goal of the match with 11 minutes left pushed Fastern’s Icad to
13-7. Rochester scored the final five goals of the match, cutiing the gap to the linat
one-goal margin with 31 seconds left. Eastern sophomeore Erie Vasil (Southington)
won the ensuing faccoft - his 20" i 29 trics on the afternoon - and the Tigers were
whistied for a slashing penalty cight seconds later and with the help of an extra-man
opportunity, the Warriors were able to run out the clock,

After the visitors scored the (irst two goals of the mateh, Hastern ran off'six ol the
next seven to take a 6-3 lead ene minute into the second quarter, Four of the goals
came in a span of two minutes late in the first quarter. With Eastern leading 4-3
after one quarter, junior atiackmun Vinnie Tornatore (Norwalk) scored olf the
second-quarter faccoff o a feed [rom Matthew Savage, and junior mudficlder Zach
Malout (Norwich) connected for his only poal 62 seconds fater on a pass from junior
midfielder Maxim Fantl (West Hartford) that gave Hastern a 6-3 lead.

Rochester was able to stage i1s fourth-quarter comeback despite losing six ol eight
faceofls to Vasil, who entered the week ranked sixth in faceofl percentage and first
in ground balls. Vasil had a carcer-high 18 ground balls in the match. In 13 games,
he has collected 148 ground balls — 51 more than the previous season record - and
has won 71.1 percent of his 256 faccolls.

in addition to his game-leading total of four goals, Matthew Savage also sct up three
goals with assists and picked up six of the team’s 54 ground balls. Senior
defenseman Mike Silvestrini (Guilford) had five ground balls and senior
defenseman Steve Lane (Groton) four.

{more)
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Fastern senior goalie Kyle Savage (Southington) made 18 saves - 11 in the second
- - i L ) . . -

half - to post his 40" career win, Savage became the winningest goualic in program

history Saturday in a 20-7 win over visiting UMass Boston.

Rochester was an ECAC tournament qualifier last year and received votes in this
past week’s national poll. Eastern’s delense was able to limit the Tigers” top three
scason goal leaders to a combined three goals. Freshman a6ttack Al Tingle led the
Tigers with three goals, two coming in the final nie minutes. Junior defenscman
DDan MacRae picked up nine ground balls to lead Rochester, with sophomore long-
stick midfielderMJ Kickebelt and junior midficlder Adam Lehmann collecting six
cach.

Vastern visits Western Connecticut State Umiversity i a Little Lrast Conference
match Tuesday at 4 p.m.

Fastern Conn. 13, Rochester Tech 12

Rochester Tech (8-5) 3 i 2 ) - 12
Fastern Conn. (10-3) 4 4 4 ] - 13

Goals: R-AJ Tingle 3, David Burke 2, Adam Lehmann 2, Lric Bressler, Adam
Viassis, Tyter Russell, Scan Gillies, Christopher Cherami; E-Matthew Savage 4.
Vinnie Tornatore 2. DI Simmons 2. Eric Vasil, Brian Fechtmann, Ben Raccto.
Maxim Fantl, Zach Malouf

Assists: R-Dan MacRae, Vlassis, Gillies, Bresster; H- M. Savape 3, Fechtmann 2.
Fantl 2, Mike Silvestrini, Brendan Hoppey, Malouf.

Shots: R-533. B-30. Saves: R-Robert Tonnessen 5 (% goals altowed, 30:00 min.), Kevin
Rattigan 6 (5, 30:00).; E-Kyle Savage 18.



Tuesday, April 21, 2009

WITH WIN, EASTERN M-LACROSSE GAINS LECs TOP SEED
Warriors pull away from 2008 chrampion Western Connecticut, clinch share of title

DANBURY, Conn. — The Eastern Connecticut State University men’s facrosse team broke open a
tight game by scoring five straight goals on the way (o a 21-10 Little East Conlerence victory
over 2008 champion Western Connecticut State University that clinched the No. 1 sced for the
Warriors in the upcoming conference playolfs.

A winner of five straight matches this year and 13 consecutive LEC regular-season games over a
three-year span, Bastern (11-3) can clinch its seventh unbeaten outright conference championship
in nine seasons Saturday with a win over visiting Salem State College when the teams mecet in the
regular-season finale. Eastern will host a playoft semifinal-round maich Thursday, April 30 at
Thomas Nevers Field.

The win is the third in the fast four days for Eastern, which scored the [inal five goals of the
second quarter - {ive different players contributing to the run -- 1o crase a one-goal deticit and
bring an 11-7 fead info the lockeroom. The Warriors outscored Western (3-11, 1-5 little cast) 15-3
over the final two-plus quarters of the game.

Senior attack Matthew Savage (Seuthington) coliccted a carcer-high nine points with five goals
and lour assists, with junior midficlder Zach Malouf (Norwich) adding a carcer-high four goals
and senior midficlder BJ Simmons (Mystic) adding four. Sephomore altack Brendan Hoppey
(Shoreham, NY) contributed two goals and three assists.

Fastern cashed in with a season-high total ol [ive extra-man goals 1 the game. Simmons had
three, Matthew Savage and Hoppey one cach. Sentor goalie Kyle Savage (Southington} made |1
saves to extend his program carcer record with his 41s victory.

Sophomore midfielder Eric Vasil (Seuthington), ranked first in Division HI in ground balls per
game (11.4) and sixth in faceoft percentage (711), won 19 of 30 tries. His 18" win made him the
fourth player in program history with as many as 200 in a season. Vasil, who has already doubled
the previous season record for ground balls with 165, also had 17 ground balls {one shy of his
season high set Sunday against RIT) o improve his national average 10 11.8.

Senior defenseman Steve Lane {(Groton) had [our ground balls to move into third place ail-time
with 250 - one ahead of Pat Ammendolia. All-America Shannon Sligo is the all-time leader, with
282.

Western had won its first LEC playo(T title a year ago, eliminating No. 2 seed Keene Stale
College in the semitinals as the No. 3 seed and downing No. 5 seed Plymouth State in the final.

-30-



Saturday, Aprit 25, 2009

EASTERN BLASTS SALEM STATE TO FINISH LEC SEASON UNBEATEN
Top-seeded Warriors record seventh perfect conference season in nine years

WILLIMANTIC, Conn. - The Eastern Conecticut State University men’s lacrosse team closed out i1s

seventh perfecet Little East Conlerence scason in nine years of championship play with a 17-3 verdiel over
Salem State College Saturday on Seniors™ Day at Thomas Nevers Field.

Pastern (12-3, 7-0 htle east) finished unbeaten 1n the LEC regular scason for the second slraight season
and has now won 14 straight conference regular-scason matches dating back 1o the Onal regular-season
contest ol 2007, The Warriors are 8-0 all-time againgt Salem State {6-9, 2-5 little cast), which re-jomed the
conference this year after a five-year hiatus. The Vikings re-gained varsity status last vear afler four
seasons on the club level.

Having clinched the playofis” No. 1 seed during, the week with a win over Western Connectlicut. Lastern
will host a playolT semifinal-round game Thursday against the winner of a Tuesday first-round gane
between No. 4 Plymouth State and No. 5 UMass Dartmouth. Salem is the No. 6 and hinal sced and will
play a first-round road playolf game Tucsday at No. 3 UL of Southern Mame,

Lvery player in uniform saw action for Gasters, with 15 different players contributing a goal or assist and
19 picking up at least one ground ball. Sophomore midhicider Erie Vasil (Soathington), the national
ground ball leader, picked up seven ground balls by winning scven of cight fuccofls to improve fus scason
faceoff pereentage 1o 707 - sixth best in Diviston 111 Sentor atiack Matthew Savage’s (Southington)

: - : cooan e .
third of three goals in the game was his 40" of the season,
[Zastern’s defense Hmited Salem 1o just one goal an 13 shots after the first quarter.
Lastern’s special tcams recorded six goals  lour in man-up and two in man-down situations. i u five-goal
first quarter, sophomore attack Brian Feehtmann (Levittown, NY) and senior defenseman Steve Lane
(Groton) both scored short-handed goals and semor mudfielder B Simmeons (Mystic) added a man-up
strike.

Fastern remained undefeated all-time in 30 regular-season conference games al Thomas Nevers Fickd
e fual

Eastern Conn. 17, Salem State College 3

I

3
G — 17

(
4

fom}

Salem State (6-9, 2-5 litle east)
Fastern Conn. (12-3, 7-0 little cast)

L
[

CGoals: S-Jonathan Falls 2. Padriac Boscoe. 1i- DI Simmons 4. Matthew Savage 3,

Brian Fechtmann 2, Vinny Tornatore 2, Eric Vasil, Steve Lane, Michael Glennon, Michael Sullinger.
Parker Geane, John Carney.

Assists: S-Robert Mulroy. E- Simmons 2. John Epiey. Maxim Fantl, Brendan Hoppey,

Lane, Will Lathrop, Zach Maloul, M. Savage, Vasil,

Shots: S-17, F-33. Saves: S-Brendan Gill 24 (10 goals allowed, 55:15 min.), Rick Melanson 0 (1, 4:45); -
Kyle Savage 8 (2 goals allowed, 40:00 min.), Jamie Tommins (0 (1. 6:00), Stephen Goomrigiarn 0 (4, 5:00},



Thursday, April 30, 2009

EASTERN M-LACROSSE MOVES INTO EVYGHTH LEC FINAIL
Top-seeded Warriors have enough to subdue Plymouth Stare, 10-5

WILLIMANTIC, Conn. — The top-seeded Eastern Connecticut State University men’s lacrosse
tcam limited fourth-sceded Plymouth State University to just 18 shols and allowed the Panthers
only three extra-man opportunities in a 10-5 win in the semifinals of the 2009 Littde East
Conference playofTs Thursday alternoon at Thomas Nevers Field.

With the win, Eastern {13-3) moves into the LEC championship game for the eighth time in nine
years and will host second-seeded Keene State College. The Owls eliminated third-seeded
University of Southern Maine, 16-4, Thursday at Kcene, NH.

Eastern shut out Plymouth in two of four quarters and held a 47-18 advantage in shots, bul needed
a strong fourth quarter o pull away. Plymouth managed only four shots in the first half but
rebounded in the third quarter, outscoring Fastern 3-1 to make it a one-goal game heading mto
the final quarter. The Warriors outshot the Pantherse 15-3 0 the final quarter, shutting oul the
visitors and gelting goals from juniors Maxim Fantl (West Hartferd) and Zach Malouf
(Norwich), sophomore Brian Feelronann {Leviltown, NY) and senior Matthew Savage
(Southington) and lwo assists lom sophonore Brendan Hoppey (Shoreham, NY) 1o secure the
win. Fant] scored on Eastern’s {irst possession ol the fourth-quarter faceolT - beating Plymouth
sophomore goalie Kevin Hayes (Beverly, MA) from the right of the cage with a low shot into the
left corner. MalouT capitalized with the team’s second extra-man goal less than five minaltes later
to make it 8-5, and Fechtmann followed less than a minute later on a pass from senior Ben Raccio
{Hamden},

Averaging over cight penaitics a gamie in the regular scason, Hastern was whistled for only four
penalties which gave Plymouth anly three man-up tiies, The Warriors held Plymouth scorcless
while being two men down for 30 scconds late in the second quarter,

Eastern sophomore Erie Vasil (Southington), ranked first nationally in ground bails (11.47 per
game) and third in faceolT winning percentage (.706), won 17 ol 19 faceolts and retricved 14
ground balls. Afier winning all 16 of kis faccolTls in a 19-3 regular-scason win over Plymouth,
Vasil wan his first nine tries Thursday.

Matthew Savage scored Tour of Eastern’s goals. Three of his goals came in the seeond quarter
when the Warriors took the lead for good. Savage tallied goals two minutes apart to tie the game

and provide Eastern with the lead for good four minutes into the second guarter.

Hayes made 23 saves in net for Plymouth and combined with defensemen Tim Nicholson
(Franklin, MAY and Logan Irish (Somers. CT) for 13 of the Panthers” 25 ground balls.

{(muoie)
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The win avenges the team’s only conierence home foss ever. Plymouth emerged with an overtime
victory over the top-seeded Warriors in last year’s semifinals before losing o Western
Conneclicut State Uhiversity i the final.

Fastern and Keene will meet in the playef! Ninal {or the sixth time in seven years. Eastern has
won three of the five, all of the victories coming at Nevers Field.

Eastern Conn. 10, Plvmouth State U. 5

1
1
(]

Plymouth State (7-8) 2 {} 3 :
Fastern Conn. (13-3) ! 4 ] 4 - ]

=

Goals: P-Andrew Friksen 2, Brian Givoux, Steve Dngel, Dan Maiorana;

- Matthew Savage 4, Zach Maloul' 2, DI Sunmons 2. Maxim Fantl, Brian Fechtmann.
Assists: Giroux, Conor MeCuliough: BE-Brendan Hoppey 2, Michaet Glennon, Steve Lane,
Malouf, Ben Raccio.

Shots: P-18, E-47; Saves: P-Kevin Hayes 23, E-Kyle Suvage 5.



Wednesday, May 6, 2009

EASTERN M-LACROSSE SURVIVES NCAA TOURNEY OPENER

KINGS POINTS, N.Y. — Senior attack Matthew Savage (Southington) forced overtime,
senior goalie Kyle Savage (Southington) saved overtime, and senior nudhelder B3
Simmons (Mystic) decided overtime as the Eastern Connecticut State University men's
lacrosse team posted its first-ever win in the NCAA Division 111 tournament with a 10-9
overtime victory over the U.S, Merchant Marine Academy Wednesday night at Brooks
Stadwum.

Matthew Savage's tcam-leading 52nd goal of the year with 34.6 scconds lefl in regulation
sent the game into overtime, Kyle Savage kept the scason alive witih a save m the
opening minute of sudden death, and Little Last Conference Offensive Player-ol-the-
Year Simmens ended the game 82 seconds info the extra session with an unassisted goal
that sent the Warriors into the sceond round for the first titme in six NCAA (ournament
appearances.

astern (15-3), which ties the program record for wins, visits Wesleyan University
Saturday at I p.m. in the round of 16. Wesleyan (14-3) drew a first-round by after gaining
the automatic bid extended the New Lingland Small Collegte Athietic Conference playofl
champion. Eastern won its sixth Little Fast Conference ttle m nine years this past
Saturday with a 12-8 win over visiting Keene State College.

Eastern led six times in the match but only once by as many as two goals. After
Simmons' extra-man strike with six minutes left in the third quarter gave the Warriors a
7-6 lead, Lastern went scorless and trailed by a goal until junior midficlder Zach Malouf
(Norwich) potted his only goal on an assist from sophomore altack Brendan Hoppey
(Shorcham, NY) with just over six minutes lelt in regulation.

Zach Gray's only goal of the match on an assist from Adam Jerlow gave Merchant
Marine (11-6) only its sccond lead of the night with 65 scconds lelt, but Eastern
sophomore faccoff specialist Bric Vasil {Seuthington) won the ensuing fauccolf and
Matthew Savage scored his third goal of the mateh on a pass from junior midheider
Maxim Fantl (West Hartford} 30 scconds later 1o send the game inlo overtime,

{imore)
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Ranked tirst nationally in ground balls and third i faccott percentage. Vastl won 19 of
22 faccotfls and scooped up [7 ground balls. Vasil won 17 stratght attempts after losing
three of five in the first quarter.

Simmons led Hastern with {ive goals -- two coming in man-up opportunics in the third
quarter and Hoppey had both of the team's assists. Eastern's man-down unit killed seven
of eight penalties. In the [inal 1:47 of the third quarter, Eastern was [Tagged four times,
but the Mariners were unable to tuke advantage of the extra-man tries. The hosts were up
two men for 30 seconds in that late third-quarter stretch.

Kyle Savage stopped 13 shots, six of them coming i the {irst quarter when the Mariners

outshot Eastern, 16-4. His biggest one came in overtime and prolonged the careers of
1nine seniors.

-3{-
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THREE LATE WESLEYAN GOALS SINK FASTERN M-LACROSSE, 8-4
Inn NCAA tournament, Cardinals finally shake Warriors to advance to quarters

MIDDLETOWN, Conn. - John Kiflee, Russ Follansbee and JefT Strittmatter scored goals
in the final five minutes as the Wesleyan University men’s facrosse team was [inally able
to shake Eastern Connecticut State University and post an 8-4 win in the second round of
the NCAA Division 11 tournament Satorday afternoon at Jackson Field on the Wesleyan
campus.

Senior midfielder DJ Simmons (Mystic), whose overtime goal Wednesday sent Lastern
{(15-4) into the second round, scored the only goal of the third guarter 1o tie the game at 4-
4 with eight minutes lelt it the frame. Ranked | 7" pationally and first in New England,
Wesleyan (15-3) finally broke a 20-minute drought against Lastern senior goalic Kyle
Savage (Southington) 65 scconds into the fourth quarter on a goal by NESCAC Rookie-
of-the-Year John Froats that bounced into the net. The Warriors, ranked seventh in New
England, unloaded four shots over the next three minutes - with junior midficlder
Maxim Fantl (West Hartford) hitting the post once and Weslevan senior goalic Mike
Borrero saving one - belore the hosts scored three times ina span of 2:31 0 pull away.

With its first win over Bastern in the Tast five mectings. Wesleyan advances to the
national quarterfinals on Wednesday, when it hosts New England Small College Athletic
Conference (NESCAC) rival Middlebury College. Seeded fourth in the NESCAC
tournament, Wesleyan knocked the Panthers out in the semifinals on the way o the
tournament title.

In a game dominated by defense. neither team was able to score more than two
consecutive goals until the final minutes of the fourth quarter. With hastern b di}ing 4-2.
senior attack Matthew Savage (Southington) cut the deficit in half with his 53" u_oai of
the year on a feed from sophomore Brendan Heppey (Shorehani, NY) with two miutes
leltin the third quarter. Neither teany was able to break through in the third quarter unil
Simmons cashed in a Wesleyan turnover for hus 49" goal of the year with 8:15 left in the
third quarter.

- {more}

E-MAIL: molta@easternct.edu
WEB SITE: http:/fwww.easternct.edu/depts/athletics
MAILING ADDRESS: Sports Center, Eastern Connecticut State University, 83 Windham St
Wilitmantic, CT 06226
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Follansbee, Wesleyan's top goal-scorer with 44 goals, was held to one goal in three
different quarters by Eastern senior defenseman Steve Lane (Groton), despite uncorking
ten of his team’s 44 shots. Sophomore faccoft specialist Eric Vasil (Southington) won
ning of 14 faceoffs and picked up ten ground balls. Vasil is ranked first nationalty in
ground balls and third in faccoff winning percentage. He concluded the season with
program season records for ground balls (221, fuccoff percentage (714} wins {264} and
attempts (370).

Kyle Savage made 16 saves in one of the top games of his career. Afler allowing three
goals in the first quarter, he surrendered only one goal through the middle periods.before
Froats was credited with the go-ahead goal when the loose ball caromed into the net carly
in the fourth quarter.

Matthew Savage finished the season with a program-record 53 goals. He had at least one
goal in his final 13 matches, and Simmons concluded by recording at least one goal in his
last 16 contest.

Fastern had a ninc-game winning sircak snapped with the loss, with three ol its Tosses this
vear coming agaimst teams which qualified for NCAA play.

Wesleyan U, 8, Bastern Conn. 4

Eastern Conn. (15-4) 2 | I { - 4
Wesleyan U, (15-3) 3 l 0 4 - B

Goals: E-Matthew Savage, DJ Simmons, Vinny Tornatore, Brian Fechtmann. W-
Russ Follansbee 3. Jon Killeen 2. Jason Ben-Eliyahu. John Froats. Jelf Strittimatter.
[an Latzman.

Shots: F-26, W-44: Saves: [- Kyle Savage 16, W-Mike Borrero 1L



Saturday, May 2, 2009

EASTERN M-LAX RE-GAINS LITTLE EAST CHAMPIONSHIP

After two-year hiatus, Warriors gain sixth tidde in nine years with 12-8 victory

WILLIMANTIC, Conn. — One year after failing to qualify for the Liitle East Conference men’s
lacrosse championship match for the only time, Eastern Connecticut State University returned to
the top Saturday with a 12-8 victory over Keene State College before an overflow crowd at
Thomas Nevers Field.

Top-seeded Eastern (14-3) won its sixth Little East Conference playoff championship in nine
years by rolling to its cighth straight win and snapping the six-game streak of second-seeded
Keene (9-4). The teams were meeting in the final sixth time in the last scven years, with the
Warriors winning for the fourth time. For the first time ever, neither Eastern nor Keene advanced
to the final last year, both being upset in the semifinals.

The LEC playoff title was the first for the Warriors under second-year head coach Justin Axel,
who has directed the Warriors to the second-most overall wins in program history. All four head
coaches in the program’s history have now won at least one LEC playoff championship.

For Eastern’s four-year seniors, it was their first LEC playoff title since their freshman seasons.

“I couid not be happier for our group of seniors,” stated Axcl. “They have done so much to bring
the program back to the top of the Little East Conference, and 1 cannot thank them enough. The
change in the team’s mindset and work cthic is a tribute (o the hard work and effort that these
young men have displayed since | arrived. This is truly a special group.

With the win, Eastern qualifies automatically for its sixth NCAA post-scason tournament, first
since downing Keene 14-12 in the 2006 championship game at Nevers Field.

[t marked the team’s second four-goal win over Keene this year in this rivalry which has become
one of the top ones in New England.

“This was a great game that continues 10 add to the rivalry between Eastern and Keene,” pointed
out Axel. “I give a lot of credit to Keene. They played an excellent game and it took a full 60
minute effort for us to come out on top.”

Senior attack Matthew Savage (Southington) was named the tournament’s Most Qutstanding
Player, following up his four-goal effort in Thursday’s semifinal win over Plymouth State with
five more against Keene. En route to his MOFP honor, Savage broke the program scason record
with his final goat of the match. Savage’s 49" goal of the season came with 5:41 left and broke
the Owls’ back It was the team’s third straight and lifted it into an insurmountable four-goal lead,

11-7.
{more)
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Eastern’s defense was able 1o shut down two of Keene’s top two offensive threats. The Warriors
limited Keene season goal leader Griffin Meehan to just one goal — that coming 1§ minutes into
the game — and prevented Keene assist leader Tony Santa Fe from chalking up even one helper.

Matthew Savage scored twice in 15 seconds to pull Eastern even at 3-all six minutes into the
second quarter and late contributed one of the team’s four straight goals that closed the second
quarter and gave the Warriors a 7-4 hatftime lead. The Owls got to within a goal twice thereafier
before senior midfielder DJ Simmons (Mystic) scored an unassisted goal with 16 seconds left in
the third quarter, and Matthew Savage scored two straight unassisted goals to make it 11-7 with
six minutes left.

“Matt has really played incredibly in the last few weeks,” noted Axel of Savage, who has
averaged nearly four goals a game over the last eight games, beginning with a four-goal effort in
the 14-10 regular-season win over Keene April T1. “I couldn't be happier for him in breaking the
single-season goal record, as he truly deserves the accolade. Anytime we needed a goal against
Keene, he found a way to find the back of the net. His leadership and determination has truly
shown over the ast few games.”

Since having his program-record streak for consecutive goals snapped at 22 March 28, Savage
has scored at least two goals in the team’s last 11 games.

Sophomore faceoff specialist Eric Vasil {Southington) rebounded from his worst faceoff
performance of the season in the team’s regular-season win over Keene (6-0f-21) by taking 11 of
21 faceoffs. The national leader in ground balls, Vasil commanded eight Saturday. Keene’s Cascy
Broderson, who won 14 of 17 tries at the “X” in earlier this year, lost six of seven this time
arcund..

Eastern senior goalic Kyle Savage (Southington) — twin brother of Matthew -- made 12 saves to
record his 44" career win and pull to within two stops of 800 in his 68-game career.

Eastern’s 14 wins equal the third-most in a season for Eastern and are the most since 2001,

Eastern Conn. 12, Keene State College 8

Keene State {9-4) 1 3 3 1 -- 5
Eastern Conn. (14-3) 1 6 2 3 -- 12

CGoais: E-Casey Broderson 2, Tony Santa Fe 2; Griffin Meehan, Rodney Arganese, Michael
Araujo, Dax Greene; E- Matthew Savage 5, Maxim Fantl 2, DJ Simmons 2; Brendan Hoppey 2,
Vinny Tornatore.

Assists: K-Riley Benson, Broderson, Meehan; E-Fantl, Zach Malouf,

M. Savage.
Shots: K-42, E-32; Saves: K-Alex Corliss 9, E-Kyle Savage 12.



