Sports Information Office
Bob Molta, Director
Tel.: (860) 465-5172
BAX: (860) 465-4696
Eastern Connecticut State University
fittle oast conforence

508-999-8727
Tuesday, Feb. 24, 1998

UMASS DARTMOUTHE MEN™S BASKETBALL TURNS BACK ECSU UPSET BID IN LITTLE EAST TOURNAMENT
Seven—point lead with 6:27 left erased in Warriors' 65-6Z loss to top~seeded Corsairs
XN ML it \@\
NORTH DARTMOUTH, Mass. -— Jason Antonio hit a three-point baske%\fo give the

University of Massachusetts Dartmouth its first lead since the game's opening minutes

as the top-seeded Corsairs posted a 65~62 Little East Conference men's basketball
tournament victory over eighth-seeded Eastern Connecticut State University_Tuesdéy.

UMass (18-7), which has won eight of Ll conference tournaments, advances to host
the tournament's semifinals and final rounds this weekend. Eastern (8=17), seeded
last in the tournament, ends the season on a six-game losing streak, with five of the
losses —- all in counference play -~ coming by a combined total of 19 points.

Eastern held UMass scoreless for an eight-minute stretch in the first half, hitting

12 of its first 18 shots (UMass was 5-for-22) in amassing a 16-point 27-11 lead late
in the first half. The Warriors led by nine at halftime, 31-27? and remained in front

Useo 4 10-2 R o Auws A 558 clefiak with 637 ff jap

until the hosts .s¢ored sewven-stralight - A i TR — rep—tgie Thelr first lead

et %&"{ PNAES f@o@/ o R
since the game's opening minutes 58- 5%4 Both of Antonio's basketshfo lowed turnovers
by ECSU , which finished the game with 27. )
WiV
Trailing by one, 63-62, ECSU had a prime opportnity to . -the game after Manny Nunez
missed both ends of a two-shot bonus for UMass with 16.3 seconds left. ECSU junior
center Bryan Hall (HARTFORD) rebounded the second miss. After inbounding at halfcourt

with 6.2 seconds left, Eastern turned the ball over in the paint with two seconds left.

Antonio led all players with 26 points - hitting five three-point field goals ——

AMOC
while Mdw Cecilio had 13 and Tony Moreira 12.

Senior SWlngman Bryan Moretti (NORWICH) led ECSU with 19 points, Hall adding l4.
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- Bryan 0rem scores pamt w 80 75 basketbali Zoss

WILLIMANTIC, Conn. -- The Plymouth State College men's basketball team outscored
Eastern Connecticut State University 10-2 over the final two minutes to post an 80- 75 Little East
Conference victory Saturday in the regular-season finale for both teams.

The_loss is the 11th in 14 conference games for Eastern (8-16) while Plymouth (18-6)
wraps up with 12 wins in 14 conference decisions. Plymouth shares the regular-season conference
title with Massachusetts Dartmeuth while the Warriors place last in the eight-team conference.

The eighth-seeded Warriors open conference tournament play Tuesday, travelling to face
top-seeded UMass Dartmouth (17-7).

For Eastern Saturday, senior swingman Bryan Moretti (NORWICH) became the 15th
1,000-point scorer in the program's 58-year history with his third point of the game. Moretti, the
team's leading scorer with a 13.7 average, managed only two first-half points on three shots before
hitting a driving layup from the right side with 13:07 left in the game to give him points No. 1,000
and 1,001. Moretti finished with 14 points, giving him 1,011 in his collegiate career,

A basket by junior forward Rich Martin (BRIDGEPORT) off a pass from Moretti had
given ECSU a 73-70 lead with 2:14 left but ECSU was held to just two points the rest of the way.
A pair of free throws by Todd Steffanides with 2:02 left gave Plymouth the Jead for good 74-73
with 1:48 left. Eight of Plymouth's final ten points came in as many free throw attempts. The No.
1 free throw shooting team in the conference, Plymouth sank 19 of 24 tries from the line in the
game. :

Adam DeChristopher of Plymouth led both teams with 25 points, Doug Stokes adding 22
on 6-0f-7 field goal shooting and 10-of-10 free throw shooting. Eastern, which shot 50.8 per cent
from the floor, missed half of its 22 free throw tries. The Warriors were led by Moretti, Martin and
sophomore guard Tom Gostomski (MERIDEN), each scoring 14 points. Jumor center Bryan
Hall (BRIDGEFPORT) added 11 points.
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McCALL KEYS WCSU MENTS BASKET%?LL COMERBACK WIN OVER ECSU 68-66
f ga

BECS5U's MMoretti moves within of 1,0060th career point®# with 27

DANBURY, Conn. -~ Kejuan McCall scored 11 of his 13 points-
in the secnd half ~- nine cowing in his team®s 13-2 run late in
the game -~ to 1ift the Western Connecticut State University men's

basketball team to a 68-66 Little East Conference victory over

Fastern Connecticuit State University Tuesday.

Western {(13-9) improves to 6-7 in the conference while Eastern (8-15)
falls to 3-10 with one conference game remaining.

McCall, who hit just one field goal in the first half, scored
nine of his team's 13 points over a six minute span when the
Colonials turned a six-point, 59-53 deficit into a five-point,
66-61 lead with 41 seconds left.

Trailing by éﬁ%ﬂ 59-58, Western hit four field goals {(three by
McCalll and two free throws on its final six possessions.

Down by five, 66-61 with 40 seconds left, Eastern got five

it points from senior swingman Bryan Moretti fNORWICH) while

the Colonials were hittiing the back ends of two two-shot fouls.
Dk £ ey v

Fastern missed three shots after inbounding with %@ secnds left,
losing the ball out of bounds followng the third miss as time
expired.

Moretti led ECSU with a career-high 27 points, moving to within
three of Pi§£@%EQ?th collegiate point. Sophomore guard Tom
Gostomgki added 13 points for Eastern, which closes out its

regular season Saturday, hosting Plymouth State College at 2 p.m.
in 2 Little East Conference

Sports Center = 83 Windham Street = Willimantic, Connecticut 06226-2295
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Cors

erase 17-point first-holf deficit fo post 83-78 conference win

airs

WILLIMANTIC,Conn. -- Junior guard Tim Nelson sank four of six three-pointers in the
second half to spark the University of Massachusetts Dartmouth to an 83-78 comeback over
Eastern Connecticut State University in Little East Conference men's basketball Saturday.

In erasing a 17-point first-half deficit, UMass defeated ECSU for the 14th consecutive
time. The Corsairs, who have won nine of 11 regular-season conference titles, improve to 13-7
overall, 10-2 in the conference. Eastern slips to 8-14 overall, 3-9 in the conference with its third
straight loss.

The Warriors shot 69.6 per cent from the floor in moving out to a 14-point, 42-28 halftime
lead. A 16-2 run in the half had given ECSU a 14-point, 26-12 lead with 8:48 left. The lead
eventually swelled to 17, 34-17 with five minutes left before intermission.

UMass, which shot just 34.6 per cent in the first half, responded with a 67.9 per cent effort
in the second half, including 53.3 per cent (8-of-15) from three-point range. Nelson missed both
of his three-point field goal tries in the first half but sank four of six in the second haif, finishing
the haif with 12 points .

Junior forward Tony Moreira gave UMD its first second-half lead 66-65 when he hit a
basket and free throw with 6:03 left. ECSU senior swingman Bryan Moretti (NORWICH)
gave ECSU its final lead 68-66 second later with his own three-point play but the Corsairs took
cormand by scoring seven straight to open up a five-point 73-68 lead with just over three minutes
left. ECSU managed to tic the game 76-all with one minute left on a bucket by junior center Bryan
Hall (HARTFORD) but freshman guard Manny Nunez scored his team's final seven points,
including a three-point field goal while falling down to snap a 76-all tie with 35 seconds left.

Nunez led UMD with 18 points, freshman center Nick Cecilio and Moreira adding 15 each,
Nelson 14 and junior guard Jason Antonio 11.

Hall led both teams with a career-high 23 points, Moretti adding 20 and junior forward
Rich Martin (BRIDGEPORT) 14, Martin was removed from the game with 4:24 left afier
twisting his right ankle.

Eastern travels to Western Connecticut State University Tuesday at 7:30 p.m,
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KEENE STATE COLLEGL MEN"S BASKETBALL DEFEATS RCSU 115-84 IN LITTILE EAST
KEENE, NH —— The Eastern Connecticult State University men's basketball team
commited 24 turnovers in the first half en route to 4 115-84 Little East Conference
loss at the hands of Keene State College Tuesday.
Keene State {(14-6, 6-5}, the conference's team scoring leader with'an(87,6
scoring average, exceeded the 100-point mark for the seventh time this season but @w}f
the second time in conference play,‘ The loss is the third in the last four
games for Kastern (8-13, 3-8).
The Owls, in their first season in Division IT1! after moving down from
Division IT, scored the first nine points of the game. ECSU tuxned the ball over

aine times and managed just there shots in the game's first 5:27. The Owls led

i i .
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by as many as 42 in the second half. it

Kareem Porter led five double-digit scorers with 23 points for Keene State.
Senior guards Bryan Moretti (NORWICH) and Todd Richardson (WALLINGFORD) each had 20

points for Eastern. Junior forward Richard Martin (BRIDGEPORT) had a team-high
seven rebounds.

Fastern hosts Massachusetts Dartmouth Saturday at 4 p.m.
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RIC MEN"S BASKETBALL TURNS BACK ECSU IN OVERTIME 89-85

PROVIDENCE, RI -- Senicr guard Kenny Bliss scored ten of his
game-high & points in overtims to 1ift the Rhode Island College
men’'s basketball team to an 89-85 victory over Eastern Connecticutb
State University in Little East Conference action Saturday.

Rhode Island (10~9) snaps a three-game losing streak in improving
to 4-8 in the conference. Eastern {8~12) had won three of four

overall entering play and dios to 3-7

Biisgs, the conference's second-leading gcorar with an 18.4 average.

fotn

miagged the final shot in regulation to send the game inlbo overtime,

[

where he scored ten of his team's 17 points. The Anchormen scored
on each of Ltheir nine overifime possessions while ECS3U zcored on
seven of its ten.

oy sophomore guard Tom Gostomski (MERIDEN) gave ECSU
its last lead in overtime, 77-76 with 3:11 left. ®But Fhe Anchormen
scored seven of the next eiaght --five by Bliss -~ to take command
83-78 with 1:13 left.

With Eastern within three, 83-80, Bliss hit a long three-pointer

R -

withthe shot clock running down tckeep the Anchormen in front.

S
T

Bliss led {five double-digit scorers for Rhode Island, which had
only six plavers score points.

Sports Center = 83 Windham Street = Willimantic, Connecticut 06226-2295
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James Thomas added 20 points and a game—~high 15 rebounds.
Rbcde Island, rated last in the conference in free throw percentage,
sank eight of ten in overtime and 18 of 29 in the game.

Eastern shot 52.3 per cent from the floor but just 50.0 per cent
from the foul iine (15-0f-30}.
FTOREOEHEOEWAEQERECh AR A

Senior swingman Bryan Moretti (NORWICH)} scored a team—high
22 points for ECSU while junior forward Rich Martin (BRIDGEPORT}
had 16 points on 8-of-11 field goals, a team=-high 13 rebounds in
42 minutes.

Fastern travels to face Keene State College Tuesdsay at 7:30 p.m.

in a Little East Conference game.
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Eastern keeps streak alive against Southern Maine

WILLIMANTIC, Comn.-- The Eastern Connecticut State University men’s
basketball tearn defeated the University of Southern Maine 72-58 in a Little East
Conference game Saturday.

Eastern raised it’s record to 8-11, and 3-6 in the conference. Southern Maine fell to
7-11, and 3-6.

Senior swingman Bryan Moretti (Norwich) led Eastern with 18 points.
Sophomore guard Tom Gostomski (Meriden) and junior forward Rich Martin
(Bridgeport) each added 12 points.

Gostomski also had six rebounds in the game and Martin had 10 rebounds.
Junior center Peter Geissler (Vernon) had a career high with 11 points and five
rebounds. His previous high in a game was six points.

Eastern has won the last five games in a row against Southern Maine and is now
tied with the Huskies in the conference in the conference this season.

Eastern held Southern Maine to 58 points which tied a season low for the Warriors,
who also commited a season-low 11 trnovers. '

Mike Fennessy had a game high 19 points for Southern Maine and eight rebounds.
Bryan Hill had 13 points and 10 rebounds in the game. Frank Billings also added 11
points.

Eastern’s next game is on the road at Rhode Island College Saturday in a Little East
Conference game at 7:30 p.m.

Sports Center = 83 Windham Street = Willimantic, Connecticut 06226-2295
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Colonials hold off
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ECSU charge in posting Little East Confere victory
WILLIMANTIC, Conn. -- The Western Connecticut State University- men's basketball
team -- ranked seventh in the eight-team Little East Conference in free throw percentage -- scored

its final ten peints from the ling in 12 attempts in defeating Eastern Connecticut State University
91-86 Tuesday. '

The win snaps a two-game losing streak for Western (10-6, 4-4) and hands Eastern (7-11,
2-6) its first loss after two straight wins, Western has beaten Eastern all nine times the teams have
met in conference regular-season play since 1993/94, although the Warriors eliminated Western
from last year's conference tournament in the first round.

Western entered play ranked seventh in the conference in free-throw percentage (59.5) but
converted 27 of 37 in the game, including ten of 12 over the final 73 seconds. Ranked sixih in field
goal percentage, Western also finished well above its season mark of 42.6 by hitting 31 of 57
attempts (54.4).

The Colonials scored the final mine points of the first half to open up a 16 point, 50-34 lead
before ECSU roared back in the second half, cutting the gap to five, 79-74 with 2:16 left and to
within a bucket 87-85 when freshman Robert Butler (ROCKY HILL) dropped in a three-
point field goal while falling into the WCSU bench with 25 seconds left. Antonio Alexander
{team-high 18 points/9-for-9 from the line) gave WCSU a four-point lead four seconds later with a
pair of free throws and the Colonials held on. :

Jon Marshall added 16 points for Western, hitting 7 of 9 field goals and Juma Jones had
11,

Senior swingman Bryan Moretti (NORWICH) equalled his season high with 23 points
for Eastern while sophomore guard Jay Wetherell (MILFORD) added 14 points and seven
rebounds, sophomore guard Tom Gostomski (MERIDEN) 12 points on 5-0f-6 shooting and
junior forward Rich Martin (BRIDGEPORT) nine points and a game-high 11 rebounds.

Eastern hosts the University of Southern Maine Saturday at 2 p.m. in a Little East
Conference game.

Sports Center = 83 Windham Street = Willimantic, Connecticut 06226-2295
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WILLIMANTIC, Conn. - Senior swingman Bryan Moretti (NORWICH)
scored a game-high 22 points on 7-0f-9 shooting from the floor and the Eastern
Connecticut State University men’s basketball team scored the final nine points of the game
in defeating the University of Massachusett Boston 76-70.

The win is the second straight for Eastern (7-10, 2-5) and avenges an early-season
71-65 loss at UMass Boston (6-9, 1-6) Dec. 6. The tcams had entered action tied for
seventh (last) in the eight-team conference. The Beacons have dropped nine of their last
ten.

Eastern trailed by three 70-67 with just over two minutes left but scored the final
nine points of the game. Moretti pulled the team to within one, 70-69 and junior center
Bryan Hall (HARTFORD)’s only bucket of the second half gave the Warriors the lead
for good 71-70 with 1:19 left. Eastern, which shot 40 per cent from the free throw line in a
win over Wheaton College Thursday, sank five of six free throws in the final 54 seconds.
Sophomore guard Jay Wetherell (MILFORD) and junior forward Rich Martin
(BRIDGEPORT) each sank a pair in the stretch while Moretti hit one of two.

Martin, who pulled down a career-high 18 rebounds Thursday, again led both
teams with 11 rebounds while Hall added eight rebounds to go along with ten points.
Moretti added six rebounds as ECSU held a decisive 42-34 advantage on the boards.
Freshman guard Robert Butler (ROCKY HILL) added ten points, nine coming in the
second half. In the game, the Warriors commited 16 turmovers -- equalling their second-
highest total of the season.

Senior guard Al Rue led UMB with 19 points and seven rebounds.

Eastern hosts Western Connecticut State University Tuesday at 7:30 p.ov in a Litde
East Conference game.

Sports Center = 83 Windham Street = Willimantic, Connecticut 06226-2295
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NORTON, Mass. -- Senior swingman Bryan Moretii (NORWICH) and
sophomore guard Jay Wetherell (MILFORD) each had 16 peints and junior forward
Rich Martin (BRDIGEPORT) had 11 points and a career-high 18 rebounds to spark
the Eastern Connecticut State University men’s basketball team to an §1-71 win over
Wheaton (MA) College Thursday.

i

QUBLE FIGU
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18 rebounds in +81-71 win over Wheaton (MA)

The Warriors (6-10) entered play having lost four of their previous five but shot
nearly 60 per cent from the floor for the second straight game, sinking 65.4 per cent of
their second-half shots in pulling away from a three-point 34-31 lead. Wheaton, a loser o
ECSU for the second straight season, falls to 5-9.

Eastern nevers trailed in the game, scoring the first eight points before settling for
its three-point halftime edge. A 10-2 spurt over four minutes midway through the second
half allowed ECSU to take control 56-48 as the hosts were able to get as close as three
points only once thereafter.

The game was marked by atrocious free throw shooting on both sides. The
Warriors missed 18 of 30 from the stripe while the Lyons failed on ten of 18.

Joining Moretti, Wetherell and Martin in double figures were sophomore guard
Tom Gostomski (MERIDEN) with 13 points and senior guard Todd Richardson
(WALLINGFORD) with ten.

Eastern, which shot 59.6 per cent from the floor in Tuesday’s home loss to Keene
State, nailed 31 of 53 tries last night for 58.5 per cent. Martin broke his previous career
rebounding high of 12 with 18 - 11 in the second half. Martin missed an astounding ten of
11 free throws but contributed six assists, four steals and three blocked shots to his scoring
and rebounding totals. Gostomski had a scason-high seven rebounds.

Top marksman from the floor for ECSU were Wetherell (7-for-11) and Moretti (6-
for-8). Damel Ling (19 points) and Justin Lefkowski (17) led Wheaion, shooting a
combined 15-0f-24 from the floor.

The contest featured the return to the lineup of junior center Bryan Hall
(HARTFORD), who was forced to sit out the last four games due to academic
difficulties. Hall had a bucket and rebound in nine minutes off the bench.

Junior gunard Alonzo Beckett (HARTFORD) did not appear in the
game and is expected to miss the remainder of the season after injuring his
right knee with 24 seconds left in Tuesday’s loss to Keene State. An MRI
conducted Thursday indicated that Beckett had suffered a torn ACL.
Beckeit was the team’s leading three-point shooter (27 “threes”) and
second-leading scorer (10.1). He was averaging 23.9 minutes per game
through the first 15 games.
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EEENE STATE COLLEGE OUTLASTS ECSU MEN'S BASKETBALL 99.93

WILLIMANTIC, Conn, -- The Keene State College men’s basketball team shot
36.1 per cent from the floor and 80 per cent from the free throw line as the Owls defeated

Eastern Connecticut State University 99-93 Tuesday in a Litle Kast Conference game,

The Owls, the conference leader in scoring and free-throw percentage, scored ag
least 90 points for the sixth time this year. Keene hit 56.1 per cent of its field goals and
converted 28 of 35 free throws (80.0 per cenp).

The Warriors shot 2 season-best 59.6 per cent from the fioor but was outrebounded
12-5 on the offensive glass. '

Eastern, which got 20 points from senior guard Bryan Moretii {(NORWICH) and a
career-high 19 from sophomore guard Jay Wetherell (MILFORD), lost top scorer Alonzo
Beckett (HARTFORD) to a right knee injury knee with 24 seconds left in the first half and
- leading rebounder Rich Martin (BRIDGEPORT) to his fifth personal foul with nine
minutes left in the game, :

Sports Center = 83 Windham Street = Willimantic, Connecticut 06226-2295
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FCSU MEN"S BASKETBALL DROPS 8Z-67 LITTLE EAST DECISION AT PLYMOUTH STATL
Warriors cut 20-point second-half deficit to one before bowing

PLYMOUTH, NH -- The Eastern Connecticut State University men's basketball team
managed just four poimts after cutting a 20-point deficit to one with five minutes

left as the Warriors dropped an §2-67 Little East Conference decision to Plymouth
State College Saturday.

The Warriors (5-9) drop to 1-4 in the conference while Plymouth (8-4), which
had lost four of its last five entering play, improves to 4-1 in the conference.

The Panthers scored 14 of the first 16 Sglﬁﬁnggﬁﬁhiiﬁﬁz 20-point, 54-34 iead with 15:40
left before the Warriors caught fire from three-point range. In one stretch, all
five of the team's buckets were three-pointers, with%unior guard Alonzo Beckett's
(HARTFORD) fifth "three" of the contest pulling FCSU to within one 64-63 with
5:11 left.

At that peoint, however, the Warriors went cold,managiing only a pair of free
throws and tip-in by sophomore guard Tom Gostomski (MERIDENE) the vest of the way
as Plymouth pulled away. Plymouth's final 11 points came on 12 free throw attempts.

Scoring runs of 13-Z, 12-0 and the 14-2 spurt to open the second half allowed
Plymouth to maintain the upper hand throughout. The Panthers converted 27 of
35 free throws in the game while ECSU was a miserable 4-of-12. The hosts missed
13 of 16 three-point field goals while ECSU hit a seaspo-high 13 on 26 tries but
23 of Plymouth's 26 baskets came in the paint.

Adam DeChristopher led a balanced Plymouth attack with 18 points, Doug Stokes
adding 14 (includiing the first eight of the second half), Jamodi Robinson 13
and Eric McQueen 12.

BeCkefigiﬁiigﬁd with 15 -- one shy of his career high -- while sophomore guard
Jay Wetherell had 13 and senior guard Todd Richardson (WALLINCFORD) 11.

Junior forward Rich Martin (BRIDGEPORT) had 11 rebounds, Wetherell a career-high ten.

Sports Center = 83 Windham Street = Willimantic, Connecticut 06226-2295
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WILLIMANTIC, Conn. -« The Eastern Connecticut State University men’s
basketball team hit 2 season-high ten three-point field goals and turned the ball over a season-low
nine times in defeating Albertus Magnus College 81-58 Thursday.

The win is the fifth against eight losses for Eastern, which has beaten the Falcons all nine
times the teamns have met. Albertus falls to 1-10 with its sixth straight loss.

Senior guard Bryan Moretti (NORWICH) led four double-figure scorers with a
game-high 15 points for Eastern, hitting seven of 12 field goals. Junior forward Rich Martin
(BRIDGEPORT) added 13 points on six of ten shooting from the floor while senior guard
Todd Richardson (WALLINGFORD) had 11 points (4-of-8)-- his second-highest total of
the year -- and junior guard Jeff Brown (LISBON) ten (4-of-7).

The Warriors unloaded 93 shots from the floor and scored (10) and atiempted (31)
season-highs in three-point field goals. ECSU, averaging 23.3 turnovers this year, commited a
season-low nine, just three coming in the second half. The Falcons® final scoring total was also a
season-low for Eastern, which had allowed better than 90 points in each of its last two games.

Senior center Jason Crockett led both teams with 17 points for Albertus, which shot just
31.4 per cent from the floor in falling behind by 16, 44-28 art halfime. Sophomore guard Kevin
Holmes and freshman guard Brian Quintana led the Falcons with a game-high nine rebounds
each.

Eastern returns to Little East Conference play Saturday, travelling to face Plymouth State
College at 4 p.m.

| Sports Center = 83 Windham Street = Willimantic, Connecticut 06226-2295
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NORTH DARTMOUTH, Mass. - Little East Conference scoring leader Jason

Antonio led five teammates in double figures with a game-high 26 points as the University
of Massachusetts Dartmouth routed Eastern Connecticut State University 98-72 Tuesday.

Warriors ight time in

The win is the fourth in the conference without a loss for the Corsairs -(7—4), a
winner of nine regular-season conference titles in 11 seasons. Eastern (4-8) falls to 1-3 in
the conference after losing to UMass for the 13th straight time.

The hosts led from start 1o finish, shooting 59.3 per cent in mounting a 22-point,
52-30 halftime lead. In the game, UMass hit a remarkable 30 of 33 free throws, including
its first 12 of the second half, The Corsairs drilled ten of 13 three-point field goals, with
Antonino perfect on six tries.

Antonino, who brought a league-leading scoring average of 17.8 into the contest,
converied eight of ten field goals in all and all four free throw attempts. Freshman guards
Manny Nunez and Nick Cicilio followed with 23 and 17 points, respectively.

Junior forward Rich Martin (BRIDGEPORT) scored a career-high 16 points
and equalled his career high with 12 rebounds to pace Eastern, which commited 19
turnovers and shot just 39.1 per cent in the first half. Junior guard Alonzo Beckett
(HARTFORD) added 12 points and first-year junior Jeff Brown (LISBON) , who had
five points in five previous games, finished with 11 points. Beckett was 4-for-4 from
three-point range, Brown 3-for-3.

The Warriors were without junior center Bryan Hall (HARTFORD), the team’s
leading scorer and rebounder. Hall was dismissed by the University for academic reasons
Monday, but is expected file a formal letter of appeal for reinstatement later this month.

Eastern hosts Albertus Magnus College Thursday at 7 p.m.

Sports Center = 83 Windham Street = Willimantic, Connecticut 06226-2295
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| arnors beaten by Anciwrmenor samthstmaghi tlme -

WILLIMANTIC, Conn. -- Senior guard Kenny Bliss shared team-high scoring
honors with 19 points ~ including the 1,000th of his four-year career -- as the Rhode
Island College men’s basketball team defeated Eastern Connecticut State University 93-86
Saturday in Little East Conference action.

The win is Rhode Island’s first after two conference losses as the Anchormen
improve to 7-4 overall, Eastern, which has been beaten by RIC the last nine times the teams
have met, falls to 4-7 overall, 1-2 in the conference.

Bliss, the team’s leading scorer with a 17.4 average, was limited to just two first-
half points but scored 17 in the second half, his seventh of the second half with 13:42 left
giving his team a 51-all tie and giving him his 1,000th career points. Bliss also added six
assists and five rebounds.

All five starters finished in double figures for the Anchormen, who also got 19
points on 9-of-10 field goal shooting from senior center James Thomas, 15 from
sophomore guard Brian Renaud, 14 from senior forward Oscar Victorino and 11 from
senior forward Frank Minikon. Victorino also pulled down a team-high 11 rebounds.

Rhode Island held a slim lead throughout the early moments of the second half
before ECSU junior guard Alonze Beckett (HARTFORD) hit a three-point field goal
with 14: 30 left in the game to tie the score at 49-all and junior forward Rich Martin
(BRIDGEPQORT) have the Warriors a 51-49 lead with a tip-in 23 seconds later. At that
pomt Bhss sparksd a run of 12 straight points by the Anchormen, hitting four straight
baskets over the next two minutes as the Anchormen moved out to a ten-point 61-51
advantage.

Senior gnard Bryan Moretti (NORWICH) led ECSU with a team and season-
high 23 pomts - one below his career high -- with Beckett adding 15, }umor center Bryan
H TFORD) 13, sophomore guard Tom Gostomski (MERIDEN
Martin ten pomts, a career-high seven assists and team-high 11 rcbounds

Eastern commited a season-low 12 turnovers but missed 19 of 25 three-point field
goals.

Eastern travels to Massachusetts I)artmouth'Tuesday at 8 p.m.
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Friday, January 2, 1998

ECSU MEN'S BASKETBALL LOSES TO ALLENTOWN COLLEGE 75-59 IN TOURNAMENT OPENER

el il

HOBOKEN, NJ -~ Freshman center Chris Shelly scored all G#tt4 of his points

in his team's 17-4 first-half run as Allentown College defeated Fastern Connecticut
State University 75-59 Friday in the opening round of the Buzz Seymour Heliday
Tournament in men's basketball,

The loss is the fourth in the last five games for Eastern (3-6), which had been idle
since Dec. 13. The Centaurs improve to 5-3,

Eastern will meet the loser of Friday's second first-round game between
host Stevens Imnstitute of Technology and RPI Saturday at 1 p.m. The finals are
scheduled for 3 p.m.

Leading by four, 24-20 with seven minutes left in the first half, Allentown
scored Hi## 17 of the next 21 points to move oul to a 17-point, &41-24
lead with just under a minute remaining in the half. Shelly concluded the Allentown
run with his team's final seven points, ###fi grabbing two offensive rebounds and
scoring after each and adding another bucket in the paint.

The Warriosrs trailed throughout the second half but a string of nine straight
points -- seven by sophomore guard Tom Gostomski (MERIDEN) -~ sliced an 18-point
deficit to nine 56-47 with 9:30 left. ECS5U could get no closer as the Centaurs

A P s

scored twice in the paint and added two free throws to push the lead back te 15, 62-47

with eight minutes left.

Sports Center = 83 Windham Street = Willimantic, Connecticut 06226-2295
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Sophomore center Mark Watermasysk§ led both teams with 20 points and added
a team-high six rebounds for Allentown, which ocutscored ECSU 19-1 from the
foul line and hit half of its 34 field goals to take a 41-28 halftime lead.

o1
#p64 Gostomski led ECSU with a season-high 13 points before foulilng {p0H%)

out with 7:22 left. Junior center Bryan Hall (HARTFORD) had eight points and a
PP
game-high eight rebounds despite playing only Hewt minutes dneshes

due to foul trouble.

The Warriors outrebounded the Centaurs 46-42 but shot just 35.9 per cent

from the floor and missed 14 of 16 tries from three-point distance.

_30_
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Saturday, January 3, 1998

1 Gosmmskl scores career-h;gk 22 pomts spark8367wc£ory T

HOBOKEN, NJ -- Sophomore guard Tom Gostomski (MERIDEN) came off
the bench to score a game-high 22 points and lift the Eastern Connecticut State University
men’s basketball team to an 83-67 win over RPI Saturday in the consolation round of the
Buzz Seymour Holiday Tournament, hosted by Stevens Instituie of Technology.

Slowed all season by an injury to his right thumb, Gostomski broke his previous
career high of 14 points, set last Jan. 16. Gostomski hit eight of 13 field goals (3-of-6 from
- “three”) en route to his final total while also adding a season-high six rebounds and career-
high four assists in 26 minutes.

Eastern (4-6) never frailed in the game and led by as many as 16, 31-15 with 7:29
left in the first half before the Engineers (2-5) used a 10-2 run over the next two minuies to
cut the gap to eight 33-25. At that point, Gostomski sank two long three- pomt field goals to
push the lead back to 14, 39-25 with four minutes left in the half,

Junior guard Alonzo Beckett (HARTFORD) followed Gostomski with 14
peints'  clicking on four of six three-point field goals. Junior center Bryan Hall
(HARTFORD) added 13 points and a team-high seven rebounds.

After hitting just one of six free throws in a 75-59 first-round loss to Allentown
College Friday, Eastern converted 17 of 21 tries yesterday, including 13 of 15 in the
second half. The Warriors also hit eight of 20 three-pointers after a 2-of-16 effort Iriday.

Alex Dowlin led RFI with 16 points and 15 rebounds, hitting 10-0f-10 free throws.

Allentown won the tournament title, overwhelming host Stevens Tech 81-61 in
Saturday’s championship game.

Eastern returns to Little East Conference play Saturday, hosting Rhode Island
College at 4 p.m.

06226-2295
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Saturday, December 13, 1997

with

Little East Co

RN _MAINE 65-63
nference victory

ing s ]

Warriors snap three-game lo

GORHAM, ME -- Sophomore swingman Jay Wetherell (MILFORD) equalled
his carcer-high of 17 points -- scoring all of them in the second half -- as the Eastern
Connecticut State University men’s basketball team rallied for a 65-63 Little East
Conference victory over the University of Southern Maine Saturday. R

The win snaps a three-game losing streak for Eastern (3-5), which evens its
conference slate at 1-1. The Huskies, who led by seven at halftime, lost for the fourth
straight time and fall to 1-7 overall, 0-2 in the conference. Southern Maine has dropped its
last 15 straight conference regular-season games.

With the score tied 61-all, Wetherell completed a three-point play with a free throw
after being fouled while scoring inside with 12 seconds left. After the hosts turned the ball
over on a pass which sailed out of bounds, junior center Bryan Hall (HARTFORD) hit
one of two free-throws to give ECSU a four-point, 65-61 lead.

With one second left, Eastern fouled Southern Maine’s Frank Billin gs as he
attempted a three-point field goal. Billings sank the first two free throws to cut the gap to
two but the Huskies were unable to gain control after the third try was intentionally missed.

Wetherell scored 17 points for the fourth time in his career to lead all scorers while
Hall added 13. Wetherell also equalled his season-high with seven rebounds to complement
Junior post player Richard Martin (BRIDGEPORT), who shared game-high honors
with eight.

As a team, Eastern missed ten of 22 free throws while Southern Maine hit 17 of 26.

- Billings scored a game-high 16 points for Sonthern Maine, which has lost four
games by a total of 14 points this year.

Eastern is idle until competing at the Stevens Institute of Technology Invitational
Jan. 2-3 at Hoboken, NJ.
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Tuesday, December 9, 1997

BOWLER LIFTS WORCESTER OVER ECSU MEN’S BASKETBALL,
Senior guard scores 36 as Lancers turn back Warriors 85-72

WILLIMANTIC, Conn. -- Sentor guard John Bowler scored 21 of Worcesier State
College’s final 27 points en route to a 36-point performance as the Lancers remained unbeaten with
an 85-72 victory over Eastern Connecticut State University Tuesday.

Bowler, a six-foot co-captain, tossed in 25 of his game-high total in the second half --
scoring his team’s final seven points — as Worcester (5-0) defeated ECSU at Geissler Gym for the
first time after eight straight losses. The loss is Eastern’s third straight this year and fourth straight

in five home decisions. ©C5v oo oy

Bowler’s individual heroics overshadowed a brilliant effort on the part of ECSU junior
center Bryan Hall (HARTFORD), who set personal marks with 22 points and 21 rebounds.
Hall scored 16 of his points and grabbed 14 of his rebounds in the second half, but the Lancers
finally put ECSU away with a 10-0 run which pushed a one-point lead to 11, 67-56 with nine
minutes left.

With Worcester leading 58-56 with 11 minutes left, Bowler outscored the entire ECSU
team 21-16 the rest of the way, scoring 11 consecutive Worcester points over a six-minute span,
beginning and ending the run with a three-point field goal.

The second half proved to be a series of scoring spurts for each team, with Worcester
putting together spurts of eight straight, ten straight and a game-ending nine-straight points and
ECSU countering with a 10-2Z run and a final run of nine straight which got it to within four, 76-72
with 75 seconds left.

Senior guard Bryan Moretti’s (NORWICH) field goal capped the nine-point run and
pulled the Warriors to within 76-72 before the Lancers scored the final nine, two by Wayne
Russell to stop the ECSU string and seven straight by Bowler, five cofning from the line.

Neither team could put the game away at the line, with Eastern hitting only haif of its 24
wies and Worcester just 12 of 25.

Former ECSU two-year letterwinner Kevin Pettway followed Bowler with 15 points while
junior guard Alonzo Beckett (HARTFORD) and junior post player Rich #ll /7 d¢7/ /4~
(BRIDGEPORT) followed Hall with 11 and ten points, respectively.

Eastern closes out the 1997 portion of its schedule Saturday, ravelling to face the
University of Southern Maine at 4 p.m.
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Saturday, December 6, 1997

ECSU MEN’S BASKETBALL DROPS 71-65 CONFERENCE DECISION
Warriors shoot 18.2 per cent in first half in losing te UMass Boston

BOSTON, Mass. -- Senior guard Martin Wilson scored a team-high 16 points to lead
five double-digit scorers as the University of Massachusests Boston men’s basketball team edged
Eastern Connecticut State University 71-65 Saturday in the Little East Conference opener for both
schools.

The loss is the second siraight for Eastern (2-4) while the Beacens, who defeated ECSU
three times last year, won for the fourth straight time to open the season. UMass reached last
year’s conference tournament title game and went on to participate in the ECAC New England
Division HI tournament. :

The Warriors shot just 18.2 per cent in the first half but trailed by only three, 29-26 at the break

Following Wilson in scoring for UMass was senior guard Al Rue (13), senior forward
Taharri Turner (12), senior center Pedro Gomes (12) and freshman center Salih Rowe (1),

Senior guard Todd Richardson (WALLINGFORD) tossed in a career and game-high
17 points for Eastern while junior center Bryan Hall (HARTFORD) had a season-high 16
points and career-high 12 rebounds. Senior swingman Bryan Moretti (NORWICH) had a
season-high 14 points and career-high totals of 12 rebounds and five assists. Richardson hit four
of six three-pointers, all coming in the game’s final eight minutes.

Junior starters Rich Martin (BRIDGEPORT) and Peter Geissler (VERNON) did
not play in the second half due to injuries suffered in the first half.

Eastern hosts Worcester State College Tuesday at 7 p.m.

Massachuseits Boston 71, Eastern Conn. 65

EASTERN CONN. (2-4): Dennis Insogna 0-0-0; Bryan Moretti 3-8-14; Todd
Richardson 4-5-17; Tom Gostomski 2-0-4; Alonzo Beckett 1-7-9; Jay Wetherell 1-0-3; Rich
Martin 0-0-0; Kevin Innes 1-0-2; Bryan Hall 5-6-16; Peter Geissler 0-0-0. TOTAL: 17-26-65.

Three-point goals: Richardson 4, Wetherell.

UMASS BOSTON (4-0): Martin Wilson 6-3-16; Al Rue 3-4-13; Kevin Flood 0-0-0;
Hasan Bailey 1-0-2; Keenan Gibson 1-0-2; Dan Garcia 0-2-2; Taharri Turner 4-3-12: Jim Baxter
0-1-1; Pedro Gomes 6-0-13; Salih Rowe 5-1-11; Bill Torney 0-0-0; TOTAL: 26-14-71.

Three-point goals: Rue 3, Wilson, Baxier.

Score at halftime: 29-26, UMB :
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Thursday, Dec. 4, 1997

Warriors overcome mne—pﬂmt deficnt before falling to Cardmals

WILLIMANTIC, Conn. -- Junior forward Sean Huse’s Oniy second-half points snapped a
62-62 tie with 68 seconds left and the Wesleyan University men’s basketball team held on to edge
Eastern Connecticut State University 65-64 Thursday. .

The lead changed hands nine times in the final seven minutes before Huse, who scored
only five points in the game, was fouled while hitting a bucket with 1:08 left and hit the free throw
as Wesleyan (2-3) took the lead for good 65-62.

Junior center Bryan Hall (HARTFORD), who had scored 12 first-half poinis, pulled
ECSU to within one, 65-64 with his only second-half points (two free throws) with 39 seconds
left and the Warriors (2-3) had a chance to win the game at the buzzer after a missed Wesleyan free
throw but sophomore guard Tom Gostomski’s (MERIDEN) 20-footer bounded off the back of the
Tinm.

The Warriors led by as many as seven peints midway through the first half and by five
with five minutes left in the opening half before Wesleyan scored seven straight to take a 29-27
lead and an eventual three-point, 38-35 margin into the lockerroom. Eastern scored the first points
of the second half but Wesleyan answered again with eight straight to build its largest lead 46-37
three minutes into the stanza. Trailing by eight, Eastern scored ten of the next 12, jurior forward
Rich Martin (BRIDGEPORT) capping the run and tying the game 51-all by completing a three-
point play with a free throw with 7:33 left.

After shooting 46.9 per cent from the floor in the first half, Eastern dropped to 30.6 over
the final 20 minutes.

Hall led ECSU with a season-high 14 points, sophomore Jay Wetherell (MILFORD)
contributing his second straight game of 13, Martin tied his career-high with 11 points and set a
career mark with a game- -high 12 rebounds to power Eastern to a commanding 48-29 advantage on
the boards.

Wesleyan senior guard Matt Kingsley led both teams with 19 points, sophomore forward
Matt Hochstein adding 18 and junior forward Mark Zubko ten. Hochstein and Kingsley combined
to sink 11 of 24 field goals, six of 13 three-pointers and nine of 12 free throws. The Cardinals
equalled their season average with seven three-pointers (in 16 atternpts).

The contest was the first for Eastern this season decided by less than 17 points.

Eastern opens its 14-game Little East Conference season Saturday at Massachusetis Boston
at 3 pom.
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ECSU MEN"S BASKETRBALL DEFEATS WESTYIELD STATE COLLEGE /16-59

WESTFIELD, Mass. -- Junior center Bryan Hall (HARTFORD) came off
the bench to pull down 2 career-high Il rebounds, lifting the
Eastern Counnecticut State University men's basketball team to
a2 46-30 board advantage en route to a 76-59 win over Wgstfie]d‘
state College Tuesday.

The win snaps a two-game losing streak for Eastern (2-2) and
sends the Owls to their fourth loss in as many games.

In 18 minutes, Hall scored five points and led both teams with
Il rebounds, eclipsing his previous game-high of teiﬁ,set last

Kz /5 '

The Warviors led from the outset, scoring ejght of the game's [irst
nine points and building a ten-point, 31-21 lead at the half. Eastern
iad the lead cut.-to three 31-28 as Westfield scored the first seven
points of the second haif before later building it to 19, 63-44
with 5:55 left. '

Fastern won the game at the foul line, hitting 17 of 19, 16 0f 18 after the

sophomore Jay Wetherell (MILFORD) led a balanced effort of four break.
double~-digit scorers with 13 points for Bastern, sophomore Tom Gostomski
(MERIDEN) adding 12, junior Alonzo Beckett (HARTFORD) 1! and iunior
Rich Martin (BRIDGEPORT) ten.

Westfield was led by cophomore Chris Carr, who toralled a game—high

I7 points and junior Jonathan Armstrong wilh l4.
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Tuesday, November 25, 1997

TRINITY COLLEGE WHIPS ECSU MEN’S BASKETBALL 87-62

WILLIMANT IC Conn. -- Kevin Bednar had 21 points and nine rebounds to pa,cc
the Trinity College men’s basketball team to an easy 87-62 victory over Eastern
Connecticut State University Tuesday.

The Bantams (2-0) took the lead in the opening minutes and pulled away, scoring
13 straight points early in the second half to expand a ten-point, 41-31 halftime lead.

Bendar hit eight of 12 shots from the floor in the game to key the Trinity attack. The
Bantams shot 58.8 per cent in the second half, canning 20 of 34 wies. John Mulfinger
maiched Bednar with 21 points, sinking eight of 14 field goals. As a team, Trinity
converted seven of 15 three-point field goals, Mulfinger hitting four of seven.

Eastern (1-2), which got 14 points from junior guard Alonzo Beckett
(HARTFORD), commited 26 turnovers in the game and shot just 30.0 per cent in the
second half. Sophomore guard Tom Gostomski (MERIDEN) added ten points and junior
center Bryan Hall (HARTFORD) a team-high seven rebounds.

Eastern travels to Westfield State College Tuesday at 7 p.m.
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