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Tuesday, February 23, 2003

KEENE STATE MEN’S BASKETBALL SURVIVES UPSET BID

Sixth-seeded Eastern falls a point shy in opening round of LEC tournameit

KEENE, NH -- Picked to finish last in the Little East Conference pre-seasen men's basketball
coaches’ poll, Hastern Connecticut State University fell a point shy Tuesday of upsetting third-seeded
Keene State College 62-61 in the first round of the LEC tournament before 1,400 fans at Spaulding
Gymasnium,

A winner of three games this vear over Eastern, thivd-seeded Keene (20-6) faces second-
seeded Plymouth State College (206-6) in a towrnament serzilinal-round game Friday al Western
Connecticut Staie University. Sixth-seeded Eastern finishes its first season under head couach Bill
Geitner with a 7-19 record, 2-13 on the road. The Warriors shared fifth place (5-9) in the final
conference standings.

A 29-point foser at Keene State two weeks ago and coming off a 106-74 loss Saturday at
conference cellar-dweller University of Southern Maine, Eastern shot SE.1 per cent from the floor in

this game and held the 2002 regular-season champion Owls two points below their season’s scoring
average.

Sophomore post player Tim Kinel’s (EAST HARTFORD) bucket with provided Eastern
with the largest lead by either side in this game, 54-45 with nine minutes left but the Warrors were
outscored 17-7 the rest of the way. Eastern’s only baskets from the floor over the final nine minutes
came from sophomeore post player Jeroy Smith (NEW HAVEN), who canned hoth of them.

Junior guard Chris Timson sank two three-point Nield goals to Tuel the 17-7 for Keene State,
which also sank seven of eight free throws. Junior post player Michael Kipphut (MERIDEN) hit
two Iree throws with yust over three minutes left 1o give Eastern its linal lead of the game, 61-60. The
Warriors had a one-point fead and the ball but Keene turned a blocked shot into the go-ahead basket.
when junior ferward Brandon Johansen put back the rebound of his own miss with 61 seconds left to
give Keene a 62-61 lead. Johanson missed both ends of a two-shot ree throw with 33 seconds feft
but Eastern couldn’t capitalize, The Warriors called timeout twice, inbounding both Gmes at mid-court,
but junior geard Gordon Shepard (WATERBURY) was stripped on a drive to the basket as time
expired.

First-year junior guard Steven Bartunek (DURHAM) scored 13 of his scason-high 16
points in the first half, \c,omw_ all seven of Fastern™s points in one twe-minute streich. Bartunek
canned two three-pointers in the game’s (irst eight points to help carry the Warriors back from an carly

eight-point deficit. Fastern shot 60.9 per cent in taking a 36-30 lead mto the lockerroony

Smith followed Bartunek with 15 points and eight rebounds. Kipphut also had eight rebounds.
Timson led Keene with 16 points, sinking five of seven field goals, with junior forward Matthew
Wheeler scoring 14 points and grabbing a game-high ten rebounds, Johanson had 12 points,

Shepard had eight points in 40 minutes after retuming to the lincup after missing his (irst career
game Saturday with an ankle injury. Kipphut, the teany’s Teading scorer (14.2 ppg). took only SIX
shots and Failed to reach double figures in points for only the fifth time this season. He had five ¢ points.
Freshiman starting guard Martin Kokoszka (MI* RH)‘{* N) mmed the [inal two gumes ul liu SEason

W A Concussion.
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SOUTHERN MAINE ROUTS ECSU M-BASKETBALL 106-74
Sixth-seeded Warriors to visit third-seeded Keene State in LEC Tuesday

GORHAM, Maine — Sophomore swingman Ryan Garland scored a career-high 29 points and the
University of gouthcm Maine sank 20 three-point ficld goals in routing the Fastern Connecticut State
University men’s basketball team 106-74 Saturday in Little East Conference regilar-season finale at the
Warren G. Hill Gymnasium.

Eastern (7-18, 5-9 lirtle east) finishes the regular season in a three-way tie for fifth place in the
eight-team conference and is seeded sixth in the conference tournament, which gets underway with first-
round games Tuesday. Eastern will visit 2002 conference regular-season champion Keene
State College Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. in the second of a women’s and men’s tournament
doubleheader. The Owls are seeded third. finishing with a 10-4 regular-season LEC record following
Saturday’s 100-83 home win over Massachusetts Dartmouth.

Eighth-sceded Southern Maine (4-20, 3-11 lide east), a winner of two straight conference games
for the tirst trme this year, visits reguolar-season champion and top-seeded Western Connecticut State
University Tuesday at 7 p.m.

Fastern was playing without injured starting guards Gordon Shepard (WATERBURY) and
Martin Kokoszka (MERIDIEN). A junior and the wam’s sccond-leading scorcr, Shepard missed his
first career game after 75 appearances with an ankle sprain ¢he should be available Tuesday). The
freshman Kokoszka has a concussion. The Huskies had little need for injured sophomore guard Jason
Levecque. Levecque. the LEC scoring leader with a 23.8 average. missed his second start of the year
with a knee mjury.

Southern Maine shot 72.2 per cent from the tloor in scoring 70 second-hall points Saturday o
break from a 36-33 halftime lead. The Huskics converted 3 of 16 three-pointers in the hall, 20 of 34 in
the game. Scuthern Maine leads the conference by averaging [0.0 three-point ficld goals per game. Tt is
the most one-sided decison in the 40-game conference history between the twe schools, eclipsing
Southern Maine’s 21-point win (78-57) in the first game of the series i 1986,

Gartand, sophomore guard Mike Francoeur (24) and sophomore guard Derek Lovely (23}
combinedto outscore Eastern by two points. The trio was [6-for-21 from three-point range, with Lovely
going 7-for-8.

The team’s leading scorer, junior center Michael Kipphut (MERIDEN) had a team-high 18
points for Bastern and was Followed by sophomore center Jeroy Smith (NEW HAVEN) and junior
guard Steven Bartunck (DURHAM}, cach adding 14. Tt was a career-high lor Bartunek, a [irst-year
playu who contributed a career-high four three-point field goals. Eastern n,quallcd its season-high of 12
three-point tield goals. Smith led all players with nine rebounds, Kipphut grabbing cight.

The foss snaps a seven-game winming streak against Southern Maine for Eastern. which
concludes the regular season with a 2-12 road record.

Eastern defeated Keene State 80-79 in the first round the last time the clubs met in the conference
tournament. The Warriors went on to win the LEC tournament during that 2000 season. Keene won both
regular-season games this year, 70-67 at Willimantic and 87-58 at Keene, NH.

E-MALL molta@essternct.ads
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Tuesday, February 18, 2003

ECSU MEN'S BASKETBALL SCORES TWICE AT BUZZER FOR WIN
Shepard ties game in regulation, Smith wins game vs. Western Conn. in ot

WILLIMANTIC, Conn. -- Junior guard Gordon Shepard (WATERBURY)
lorced overtime when he bunked in a three-pointer at the buzzer and sophomore center
Jeroy Smith (NEW HAVEN) won the game with a buzzer-beating layup in overtime as
the Eastern Connecticut State University men’s basketbali team defeated Western
Connecticut State University 78-77 Tuesday night in Little East Conference action at
Francis E. Geissler Gymnasium.

Eastern {7-17, 5-8 little east) ended a six-game losing streak, halting conlernce-
leader Western’s (15-8, 10-3 little) four-game winning streak. The Warriors had lost five
of six to the Colonials, including a 94-63 decision Jan. 28 at Danbury, Conn.

With Eastern trailing 71-68 in the final seconds of regulation, Shepard banked in a
gume-tying three-point field goul from the top of the key to force overtime. In overiime,
Smith scored six of Eastern’s seven points, including the winning layup a split second
before the final horn. Smith scored the winning baskel after receiving a pass in raflicés
underncath from senior guard Christopher Morgan (HIGGANUM), who found
Smith after grabbing a loose ball with the clock winding down.

By virtuge of Plymouth State’s 69-03 loss to Keene State Tuesday night, Western
clinches the No. | seed in the upcoming conference tournament and at least a share of its
first regular-season title. Plymouth and Keene State are both 9-4 with one regular-season
game remaining. Umass Dartmouth’s +101-90 home win over Rhode Island College
Tuesday guarantees that Eastern can finish no higher than (ifth and must play a first-round
LEC tournament game on the road.

Eastern junor center Michael Kipphut (MERIDEN) scored a carcer-high 28
points and tied his carcer-high with 14 rebounds. He fed all players in both categories.
He was 10-Tor-14 from the floor. Smith, Shepard and sophomore center 'Fim Kinel
(FAST HARTFORD) each added [2 points, with Smith adding seven rchounds as the
Warriors held a 41-36 advantage on the board. It was a career-high for Kinel, who scored
ten points in the first hall.

Sophomore guard Jay Reginatto led four double-digit scorers for Western with 16
points, junior forward Marvin Evans adding 16 points and a team-high eight rebounds.

Eastern closes out its regular season Saturday at the University of Southern Maine
in conference action at 3 p.m. while Western hosts Massachusetts Boston at 3 p.m.

Sporis Information Office

Holline: {860) 465-5756

casmdie:

M

P

a

E-MALL molta@easterncl edy
WER SITE: http//www sasternct edu/depts/athietics

LING ADDRESS: Sports Center, Eastern Connecticut Biate Universily, 83 Windham St

YWillimantic, CT 06228



Saturday, February 15, 2003

UMD SNAPS THREE-GAME HEX AGAINST ECSU M-BASKETBALL
Corsairs post key Little East Conference victory over Warriors 83-61

NORTH DARTMOUTH, Mass. -- The University of Massachusetts Dartimouth
men’s basketball team used a run of 12 straight points late in the first half to post a key 83-
61 Little East Conference victory over Eastern Connecticul State University Saturday at the
Francis Tripp Athletic Center.

Bastern {6-17, 4-8), which had beaten the [2-time conference regular-season
champions the last three times the teams had met. lost for the sixth straight time and fell mto
seventh place in the eight-leam conlerence. With two regular-scason conference games
remaining, UMass (11-12. 6-6) wkes over sole possession ol fourth place in the
conference. All eight teams qualify for this year’s LEC tourmnament, which gets underway
Feb. 25, but the top four finishers carn first-round home games.

After holding off the Corsairs 76-75 Jan. 14 at Geissler Gymnasium, Hastern led
by only two points earty in this game and trailed by as many as 33 late in the game. Eastern
had snapped a six-game losing streak n its earlier win over UMass.

~Inthe loss to Eastern last month, UMass missed 13 of 18 three-pointers and eight
of 18 free throws while the Warriors shot 53.2 per cent from the loor. This time, UMass
pumped in ten three-pointers in 19 tries while Eastern shot just 33.3 per cent (rom the
{laor.

The Warriors Himited all-conlerence torward Brian Cagle to 12 points alter his 25-
point error in January but the Corsairs got 46 points off the bench. Freshman guard Derek
Thatcher equatled his season total of 11 points and exceeded his season total with three
three-point {ield goals.

Leading by nine points, 31-22, UMass scored 12 straight to push the lead to 21,
43-22 in the closing minute of the first half. The Corsairs led by 21 at halftime and scored
six of the first eight points of the second half to push the advantage 10 25, 51-26. UMass
shot 54.8 per cent in the second half and commited only six turnovers 1o maintain
comfortable cushion.

Despite battling two larger opponents, Eastern junior center Michael Kipphut
(MERIDEN) enjoyed his second outstanding effort against UMass this year. Kipphut (9-
for-10 from the [ree throw line, who totalled a carcer-high 23 points in this year's win
over the Corsairs, led both teams with 21 points, with senjor guard Christopher
Morgan (HIGGANUM) adding nine and tossing in three of the leam’s five three-
pointers. Howver, sophomore center Jeroy Smith (NEW HAVEN) managed only
three points and three rebounds after otalling 13 points and eight rebounds in this year’s
win over UMuass. Junior guard Gordon Shepard (WATERBURY). the team’s
second-leading scorer, missed his first 1en shots and finished with four points, four assists
and four steals.

Eastern hosts conference leader Western Connecticut State University Tuesday at
7:30 p.m. The gume is scheduled to be webcast live by Sportsjuice.com.



Thursday, February 13, 2003

ALBERTUS RALLIES TO CATCH ECSU MEN'S BASKETBALL 71-69
Sharod Blizzard’s two late field goals lift Falcons over Warriors

WILLIMANTIC, Conn. -- Sophomore Forward Sharod Blizzard hit two driving layups in
the final 42 seconds -- dropping in the game-winner with 2.4 seconds left - to lift the Albertus
Magnus College men’s basketball eam to a 71-69 win over Eastern Connecticut State University
Thursday night at Geissler Gymnasivm.

Blizzard tied the game for Albertus (14-6) with 42,6 seconds left with a bucket on a drive
down the middle. Eastern (6-16) missed on a driving attempt o its next possession. and alter a
pair of timeouts, Blizzard outraced an Bastern defense adempting 1o foul in the backeouwrt (the
Warriors had only five team fouls at the time) and converted a Tayup on a pass from junior guard
Curtis Miller with 2.4 seconds left.

Following a timeoul, Eastern junior center Michaet Kipphot (MERIDEN) snared a long
inbounds pass from junior forward Steven Bartunek (DURHAM) in the paint but was forced
into a hurried, off-balance attempt which was rebounded by Albertus senior cenler Jayson
Douthwright as time expired.

Eastern fed by 11 with eight minutes [eft following a three-point field goal by sephomroe
forward Kelvin Harris (WEST HAVEN) but Albertus answered with a run of 13 straight
points that was capped by Blizzard’s two free throws with four minutes left. Three of Albertus™s
baskets in that stretch followed offensive rebounds. Junior guard Gordon Shepard
(WATERBURY) and Douthwright exchanged three-point fields goals before Blizzard ted the
game with his bucket with 42.6 seconds left.

Douthwright led all players with 22 peints, 12 rehounds and four blocked shots whle
Blizzard had 18 points and nine rebounds and sophomore guard Tim Russell 15 points. Russeft had
scored 30 when Albertus defeated Eastern for the first ime after 12 losses lust year, Douthwright
was 6-Tor-8 from three-point range, his team 10-for-16.

Kipphut led Bastern with 17 points and added nine rebounds, Shepard adding 12 points
and freshman guard Martin Kokeszka (MERIDEN) {1 points and career-highs of ten
rebounds and five assists. In a six-minute stretch in the second half, Kokoszka had two field goals,
four defensive rebounds and three assists.

Fastern retwns o Little East Conlerence play Saturday. visiting Massachusetts Dartrmouth at
A
3 pam.
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Tuesday, February 11, 2003

ECSU MEN'S BASKETBALL DROPS FOURTH STRAIGHT, 87-58
Chris Timson sparks 11-0 run in second half as Keene State pully away

KEENE, NH - Junior guard Chris Timson scored six points in a run of ten straight Keene
State College points midway through the second half as the Owis pulled away for an 87-58 Little
East Conference men’s basketball victory over Eastern Connecticut State University Tuesday at
Spaulding Gymunasiurn.

It 1s the sixth straight win for Keene (16-3, 8-3 little cast), which had cscaped with a three-
point win when the tcams met Jan 21 as Willimantic. Eastern (6-13, 4-7 little easty lost Tor the fourth
straight time. The Warriors have dropped eight of ten road games this season.

Eastern trailed by [3 at halftime and by 13 with just under ten minutes left before the Owls
scored 1 straight over a stretch of three minutes 1o push the lead to 24, 69-45. Timson scored six
of his team’s points i that run and finished with a game-high 17 points. Timson's scoring effort -
which included 7-{or-8 shooting from the Hoor -- offset senior guard Derek Swenson’s six-point
total. Swenson entered play ranke seventh in the LEC with a 154 average. He was himited to jast
cight shots.

Keene, lust year's regular-season conference champion, is the conference’s top-rated
offensive and defensive squad.

Eustern séitorf center Michael Kipphut {MERIDEN) scored in double figures for the
17th time this year. Kipphut shared game-high honors with Timson with 17 points and also shared
game-high rebounding honors with eight. Sophomore center Jeroy Smith (NEW HAVEN)
followed with ten points and eight rebounds.

Keene turned the balt over only 12 times. helping it amass 20 more shots from the floor.

Eastern hosts Albertus Magnus College Thursday st 7 pan. at Gelssler Gymnasium.
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Saturday, February &, 2003

ECSU MEN'S BASKETBALL RALLY FALLS SHORT IN_64-62 LEC LOSS
Warriors erase 19-peoint second-half sethack but lose to UMass Boston

WILLIMANTIC, Conn. - The Eastern Connecticut State University men’s basketball team
erased a 19-point second-hall deficit but couldn’t complete the comeback as the University of
Massachusetts Boston snapped a four-game losing streak with a 64-62 Little East Conference
victory Saturday afternoon at Francis E. Geisster Gymnasium.,

After trailing by 19, 48-29 six minutes into the second half, Eastern {6-14, 4-6 little east)
outscored the Beacons (10-11, 4-6 little east) 26-6 to taKe their first lead since the opening minute,
55-34 on an inside hoop from sophomore post player Jeroy Smith (NEW HAVEN) with three
minutes left. UMass then scored four points on a bucket and two free throws with the help of three
offensive rebounds to re-gain the lead for good, 58-35 with 2:23 left.

Sophomore guards Eric Summerville and Roger Perry canned (two free throws each in the
final |5 seconds to help the Beacons hold on: Following a timeout, Eastern prepared for a potential
game-tying three-point field goal in the final seconds but commited an unforced trnover with six
seconds left, evenmally swishing a meaningless three-pointer at the buzzer w conclude the scoring.

Smith led Eastern with 19 points, with sentor guard Christopher Morgan
(HIGGANUM) added 18 -- matching his highest total in 16 games. Each was 6-for-9 from the
Hoor.

UMass six-foot-six inch sophomore post player Billy Allen. last year’s conlerence Rookie-
of-the-Year, led all players with 23 points and 13 rebounds (seven on the offensive end). Allen,
who turned the ball over ony once in 29 minutes, had six points and a key offensive rebounds in
the final three minutes. With the score tied, Allen grabbed the offensive rebound ol a missed three-
point field goal and converted a conventional three-point play o give UMass a 38-55 lead with 2:23
left.. Summerville added 13 points for the Beacons while sophomore guard Roderie Joseph and
sophomore forward Yassin Osman had eight rebounds each.

The Beacons, who had lost four straight after head coach Charlie Titus recorded his 300th
coaching win Jan. 23, shot just 27.5 per cent trom the [Toor but grabbed 27 offensive rebounds
and sank 24 of 34 free throws. UMass outrchounded Eastern 51-35. The Warriors shot 43.8 per
cent in the second half 0 outscore the visitors 37-29, 33-16 over the inal 14 minutes of the half.
Led by Smith (7-for-8), Eastern shot a season-best 79.2 per cent (19-for-24) from the stripe.

With their second win this year over Bastern, the Beacons sweep the regular-scason
conlerence series for the first time since 1996/97. The Warriors have fost [our of their last five

conlerence aInes.

Eastern visits Keene State College Tuesday in a Little Bast Conference game at 7:30 p.m.

E-MAILD molta@easternct. eduy
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MAILING ADDRESS: Sports Center, Eastern Conneciicut State University, 83 Windgham St
Willimantic, CT 06226
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Saturday, February |, 2003

PLYMOUTH STATE USES 51-POINT SECOND HALF TO DUMP ECSU
Panthers shoot 66.7 per cent in second half in LEC men’s basketball win

WILLIMANTIC, Conn. -- Six different Plymouth State Cellege players contributed points
during a run of 21 straight points early in the second hall that carried the Panthers to an 82-67 Little
East Conference men’s basketball win over Eastern Connecticut State University Saturday
alterncon at Francis B, Geissler Gymmasium.

By beating Fastern (6-13, 4-5 litle east) for the sixth straight time, Plymouth (14-4, 7-2
little cast) moves into a tie for the first place in the conference with defending conference
tournament champion Western Conn. State University. The Colonials were beaten 94-71 at
Massachusetts Dartmouth Saturday.

Trailing by one against Eastern, Plymouth scored 21 straight points over a five-minute
stretch to take a 20-point, 59-39 lead with 13 minutes lefl. The Panthers began the siretch by
sinking three straight three-point tield goals - going 4-for-4 from three-point range during the
stretch. . During the scoring spree, the Panthers converted cight of ten ficld goals while Eastern
wag missing eight straight field goals and commiting three turnovers. Plymouth got scoring
contributions from six different players during the run, five from freshiman center Kevin Boutilier.

After shooting just 37.9 per cent from the floor and traiting by two, 33-31 at halftime,
Plymouth connected on 20 of 30 tries in the second half (66.7 per cent) to outscore Eastern 51-34.

Sophomore guard Nick Pelotte equalled his season average with a game-high 20 points (8-
for-16 from the floor) to lead four double-digit scorers. Senior guard Kenny Stewart an Boutilier
each added 13 and sophomore forward Anthony Oglesby 11 points and a game-high 11 rebounds.
Ptymouth is the conference’s lop offensive team and equalled its scoring average.

Eastern, which has lost two straight conference home games aller winning its first three, got
17 points from scnior guard Christopher Morgan (HEGGANUM). Morgan was 6-for-8 from
the floor and helped Eastern equal its second-most three-point field goals (10) with a career-high
five in as many attempts. Junior guard Gordon Shepard (WATERBURY ) and junior post
player Michael Kipphut (MERIDEN) had 16 cach.

Eastern hosts Massachusetts Boston in a conference game Saturday al 3 p.m.

E-MAIL: molta@easternct.edy
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Tuesday, Janvary 28, 2003

ECSU MEN’S BASKETBALL FALLS TO LEC LEADER W(CSU 94-63

Regionally-ranked Colonials shoot over 56 per cent from floor in conference win

DANBURY, Conn. - The Western Connecticut State University men’s basketball team
converted five consecutive field goals Late in the first half © break open atight game and pull away
for a 94-63 Little East Conference victory over Eastern Connecticut State University Tuesday at the
William A. O’ Netll Athletic and Convocation Center.

Ranked sixth in the latest NCAA Division III Northeast Region poll, Western (11-5. 7-1
little east) remained atop the conference standings with its fifth win against Eastern (6-12, 4-4 little
east) in its last six tries. The Colonials won last year’s conference tournament and qualified for the
2002 NCAA Division I tournament.

In falling to 2-8 on the read this year, Eastern was outscored 13-4 over the final 4:35 of the
first hall and traifed by 12, 44-32 at the break. Western nailed five straight field goals and six of its
final eight of the half to amass its halfime lead. Western’s Andoni Alberdi had a basket. three
steals and two rebounds over the final five minutes of the half.

Early in the second hall, Western put the game away with a 10-2 scoring burst -- the
Warriors missing four of five field goals in that stretch - 10 push its lead (o 18, 36-38 ive minutes
into the half.

The conference’s top offensive and rebounding team, Western sank 52.9 percent of its field
goals and cutrebounded the Warriors 40-31. Junior Marvin Evans led the hosts with 18 points and
nine rebound before fouling out with five minutes left and his team leading by 35 points.

Junior center Michael Kipphut (MERIDEN) led Eastern with 19 points -- his third-
highest point total this year -- on 8-for-12 shooting from the floor. He also grabbed a team-high
nine rebounds. Sophomore center Jeroy Smith (NEW HAVEN) had 16 poings (5-Tor-10 from
the oor) and seven rebounds and Western Connecticut transier Jason Gann
(BLOOMTIIELD), a junior forward, had ten points in 14 minutes off the beneh. Two Bastern
starters did not score and three combined for only seven points 74 minultes.

Eastern host Plymouth State Colicge Saturday at 3 pan.

E-MAIL: molia@easternct.edu
WEB SITE: hittp///www easternct edu/deptsiathielics
MAILING ADDRESS: Sports Center, Eastern Connecticut State University, 83 Windham 5t
Wiitlimantic, CT 062206



Saturday, January 25, 2003

ECSU MEN’S BASKETBALL GAINS KEY LITTLE EAST VICTORY 63-60
Wharriors score seven straight points late in game in 63-60 win over Rhode Isiand

PROVIDENCE, RI -- lunior forward Steven Bartunek (DURHAM) keyed a run of
seven straight points in the final two minutes with his only three-point field goal of the game as
the Eastern Connecticut State University men’s basketball team recorded a key 63-60 Little East
Conference victory over Rhode Island College Saturday afternoon.

Trailing by four, 59-55 with two minutes left, Eastern (6-11, 4-3) scored seven straight
points and outscored Rhode Island (10-6, 3-4) 8-1 the rest of the way to snap a streak of seven
straight road fosses. Junior post player Michael Kipphut (MERIDEN) completed a
conventional three-point play with a free throw to pull Eastern to within one 59-58 and Bartunek
sank his only three-point field goal in six tries moments later to put the Warriors ahead for good
61-59 with one minute left. Sophomore post player Jeroy Smith (NEW HAVEN) and junior
guard Gordon Shepard (WATERBURY) cach hit one of two free throws to help Eastern
maintain the lead.

With an opportunity to tie, the Anchormen missed two open three-point field goals in the
final seconds. e o 77 i e

In a battle of two of the conference’s three best defensive teams, Eastern gave up the first
five points of the game but never trailed by more than six in the first half, pulling into a 27-all tie
at the end of a low-scoring first half on Shepard’s late bucket.

The teams traded buckets throughout the first ten minutes of the second half before the
hosts moved out to a seven-point lead, 51-44 midway through the period with a run of eight
straight points capped by junior guard Andre Daley’s three-point field goal.

Rhode Island featured two of the conference’s three leading rebounders but Eastern
battled the hosts to a rebounding stalement behind Smith {game-high 10 rebounds) and Kipphut

(9).

Shepard led Easterns with 13 points while Kipphut and junor forward Jasen Gunn
(BLOOMFIELD) had 12 each. Gunn had last totalled double figures eight games ago. Senior
guard Christopher Morgan (HIGGANUM) contributed a career-high six rebounds. The
Warriors turned the ball over a scason-low ¢ight times. Shepard played 36 minutes without a
turnover.,

Daley led Rhode Island with a game-high 21 points and sophomore forward Jason Harris
added 12 points and nine rebounds. Eastern posted the win despite missing 16 of 19 three-
pointers and being outscored 15-6 trom the foul line. The Anchormen could not capitalize further
despite having 13 more free throw attempts than Fagtern. Junior forward johnafer white missed
cight of 12 from the stripe.

Eastern has swept the regular-season series from rhode Island two straight seasons and in
four of the last five. The Anchormen had received mention in this week’s NCAA Division I11
Northeast Region rankings.

Eastern visits Western Connecticut State University Tuesday at 7:30 p.m.
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Thursday, January 23, 2003

ECSU MEN’S BASKETBALL DROPS SEVENTH STRAIGHT ROAD DECISION
Westfield State College pulls away to snap eight-game skid and post 87-72 win

WESTFIELD,Mass. — Senior guards Shawn Jones, Ethan Slavin and Mitch Mitchell
combined for 64 points as the Westfield State College men’s basketball team snapped aneight-game
losing streak with an 87-72 victory over Eastern Connecticut StateUniversity Thursday at Parenzo
Gymiasium

The loss isthe seventh straight road one for Eastern (5-11) after an opening road victary
‘The Owls (3-10) had lost eight straight decisions prior tashooting 51 per centfrom the floor and
outscoring the Warriors 22-11 from the foul line en route to the victory.

- Jones, a first-year transfer from Division ISacred Heart University, scored 22 of his 24
points in the second half ~ 12 from the foul liine - while Slavin had- 14 of his 23 over the final 20
minutes.

Jones, theMassachusetts State College Athletic Conference scoring leader with a 24 Daverage,
was held scoreless from the floor in the first half, making just twofree throws. Jones was limited to
4-for-13 shooting in the game by Easternsenior guard Christopher Morgan (HIGGANUM)
but converted 14 of 16 free throws in the game and also alsocontribted seven rebounds and eight
a851sts. '

Slavin hit two of his three pointers in the final 2:20 to help theOwls stave off a late Eastern
bid. Aninside basket by junior center Michael Kipphut (MERIDEN) and a steal and layupby
junior forward Steven Bartunek (DURHAM) had helped Eastern slice eight points off a ten-
point deficit but Slavin and Jones each dropped in two freethrows around an Eastern turnover to
push the Westfield lead back to six, 72-66with 2:38 left. Slavin drained a three-pointer moments
tater and Jonesconverted a steal into a bucket to seal the Westfield win.

Miichell kept the Owls close byscoring 11 of his 17 points in the first half, Eastern has
moved out (0 ancarly 18-10 lead but Westfield answered with nine straight points to assume aone-
point advantage with nine minutes left in the first half. The teams tradedbuckets throughout most of
the second half until Westfield scored sevenstraight points to build a ten-point, 64-54 iead with
eight minutes left.

Morgan {4-for-9 three-pointers) and Kipphut each had 18 points for Eastern while junior
guard Gordon Shepard (WATERBURY) added 13 and sophomore center Jeroy Smith
(NEW HAVEN) recorded his first double-double since the season-opener. He had 12 points and
a carcer-high 14 rebounds against the institution from which he had transferred from this year.
Smith did not miss on five field goal tries in the first half and wound up going 6-for-9 form the
floor. On Jna. 9, he was 9-for-9 from the floor against Endicott College.

Easternvisits Rhode Island College Saturday at 3 p.m. in a Little East Conference game.

E-MAIL: mohta@easternct.edu
WEB SITE: hitp://iwww. easternct eduideptsiathietics
MAILING ADDRESS: Sports Center, Eastern Connecticut State University, 83 Windham St °
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Tuesday, January 21, 2003

ECSU MEN’S BASKETBALL DROPS FIRST HOME LEC GAME
Gordon Shepard scores all 18 of his points in second half in 70-67 loss to Keene

WILLIMANTIC, Conn. -- Two Eastern Connecticut State University starters were held
scoreless in the first half and the Keene State College men’s basketball team rode an eight-point
halftime lead to'a 70-67 Little East Conference victory Tuesday at Francis E. Geissler Gymnasion.

The loss 1s Eastern’s {5-1{), 3-3 little cast) first conference one at hame after three wins
while the defending conference regular-season champion Owls (11-3, 4-2 little east) snap a two-
game conlerence losing streak. Keene has beaten Eastern three straight times and four of the last
five.

Eastern outscored Keene State 9-2 early in the second half to erase an eight-point halflime
deficit and take a 41-40 lead. The Owls scored their final five points from the foul line to hold off
the Warriors, who had pulied two within two on a three-point field goal by junior forward Steven
Bartunck (BDURHAM) with ten seconds left.

Euastern junior guard Gordon Shepard (WATERBURY) scored all 18 of his points in
the second half, sinking six of cight lietd goals. Junior center Michael Kipphut (MERIDEN)
shared gine-high scoring totals with Sikpasd Two starters did not score in the first half for
Fastern, which got only 13 first-half peints from its starting five.

Keene State got 17 points and six rebounds from senior guard Derek Swenson and 13
points and six rebounds from senior forward Kyle Purinton. The Owls outscored Eastern 19-6
trom the foul line. The Warriors did not shoot a frec throw in the first half. Keene missed 13 of 16
three-point field goals and shot just 39.3 per cent from the tloor in the game but turned the ball
over only ten times.

Eastern visits Westlield State College Thursday at 7 p.m

F: Badl, molta@@easternct. edy

WER SITE: httowww easternct sdu/depts/athistics
AILING ADDRESS: Sports Center, Eastern Connecticut Siate University, 83 Wingham 81,
Willimantic, 7 {6228
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Saturday, January 18, 2003

ECSU MEN’S BASKETBALL USES SECOND-HALF SPURT IN WIN

Freshman Kokoszka sinks three three-pointers in Id-point run in LEC victory

WILLIMANTIC, Conn. -- Freshman guard Martin Kokoszka (MERIDEN) hit three
conscculive three-point field goals late in the game (o fuel a f4-point run that carried the Eastern
Connecticut State University men’s baskethall team to a 72-65 Little East Conference victory over
the University of Southern Maine Saturday afternoon at Francis E. Geissler Gymnasium.,

The Warriors (5-9, 3-2 little cast) moved out to a 12-point kead, 54-42 with five minutes left
by scoring 14 straight points. Eastern hit five straight field goals in the run while the Huskies (1-
12, 0-5 little easty missed two field goals and turned the ball over twice. Kokosza sank three three-
pointers, junior guard Gordon Shepard (WATERBURY) hit one and junior post player
Michael Kipphut (MERIDEN) added a two-pointer in the 14-point spurl.

Kokosza, coming off a collegiate-high-14-point effort Thursday at Springficld, scored ] of
his total of 13 points in the second half. He was also 4-for-4 from the foul line in the game.

Ranked fifth in the eight-team conference in free throw percentage, Tastern converted 24 of
34 Trom the stripe. Shepard was 8-for-10 and Kipphut 6-for-8. Shepard led Eastern with 16 points,
Kipphut following Kekosza with 12.

Sophomore guard Jason Levecque of Southern Maine, ranked second in the conference
with a 22.6 scoring average, led all players with 22 points while sophomore guard Mike Francoeur
added 14 before fouling out with 3:14 left and the Huskies down 58-45. Levecque (10) and
Francoeur (6) combined for their team’s first 16 points in the second half, with Levecque’s bucket
with seven minufes left giving Southern Maine iis last fead, 42-40 prior to the Warriors™ [4-point
run.

The Warriors are 3-0 in conference games at home while the Huskies lost their sixth road
game this vear in seven atternpts. Eastern bas beaten the Huskics seven straight times and 14 of the
last 16.

Eastern hosts Keene State College Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. in a Litde East Conference game.

seracenr
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Thursday, January 16, 2003

SPRINGFIELD COLLEGE FRESHMAN SINKS ECSU MEN'S BASKETBALL 91-73
Six-foot-three inch swingman scores 38 points (7-for-10 from "three™) as Pride rout Warriors

SPRINGFIELD, Mass. -- Springfield College freshman forward Derek Y von scored a career-high
38 points to lead the Pride to a
91-73 victory over Eastern Connecticut State University Thursday evening at Blake Arena.

Yvon's 38 points included 10-for-13 shooting from the floor, 7-for-10 from behind the three-
point arc and 11-for-12 from the foul

line. He did not commit a turnover in 32 minutes. This was the most points scored by a SC
freshman in 11 years. Hassan

Robinson had 33 points as a freshman against Bentley on Feb. 15, 1992,

The road loss is the seventh straight for Tastern (4-9), which had snapped a six-game losing
streak Tuesday in a 76-75 Litde East

Conlerence win over Massachusetts Dartmouth. Eastern has now lost all live meelings against
Springfield, dating back to

1975-76. The Pride improved to 6-1 al home with its seventh victory in its st nine outings.

Springtield (8-5) sophomore forward Andrew Anderson netted 14 points and junior guard Gary
Greaves chipped in with T1 points,

Eastern, which trailed 45-33 at halftime, closed to within five points {58-53) on a basket by juntor
forward Steven Bartinek

(DURHAM) with 11:2} feft in the game. Yvon responded with a three pointer at 11:05 keying an
8-0 SC run over the next 1:10.

Freshman guard Martin Kokoszka (MERIDEN} led the Warriors with a collegiate-high 14 points,
breaking his previous high of

nine, set Dec. 27 and equalfed Tuesday. Junior center Michael Kipphut (MERIDEN) added 11
poinis on 5-0f-6 shooting.

Kipphut was fresh off Tuesday's carcer-high 25-point performance when he canned 12 of 19 field
goals. Junior forward Melvin

King (MIDDLETOWN, NY) came off the bench to score ten points while sophomore center Jeroy
Smith (NEW HAVEN) finished in

double figures in rebounding (10) for the second time in three games.

Thanks in part to 12 three-point ficld goals on 35 attempts (seven players contributing at least
one), Eastern was outscored by

just two points from the floor but Springficld held a 27-11 advantage trom the foul line. The Pride
also scored 29 points off 20

Eastern turnovers.

The Warriors return to Little East Conference play Saturday, hosting the University of Southern
Maine at 3 p.m.



‘The Springfield Coliege Sports Information Office contribuled to this story.,
Springfield College 91, Eastern Conn. 73

EASTERN CONN. (4-9): Christopher Morgan 1-8 0-1 3; Jeroy Smith 2-3 2-3 6; Michael Kipphut
3-6 1-2 1} Gordon Shepard 1-3

2-2'5; Martin Kokoszka 5-10 0-0 14, Jay Weltman 0-1 0-0 0: Steven Bartunek 3-8 0-0 8: Brendan
Phelps 1-1 0-0 2; Melvin King

3-5 2-4 10; Frank Williams 2-7 2-2 7: Kelvin Harris 0-2 0-0 O: Tim Kinel 0-0 0-0 0+ Jason Gann
2-6 2-3 7. TOTAL: 25-50 11-17 73,

SPRINGFIELD (8-5): Andrew Andersen 4-8 6-7 14; Derek Yvon 10-13 11-12 38: Kyle Marian
-3 0-0 2; Gary Greaves 3-6 5-6 11:

Jonathan Trant 1-5 1-2 4; Ryan Wilde [-1 0-0 3; Glean Pape -2 2-2 5; Joel Aponte 0-1 0-2 O;
Matt Zerneri |-4 0-0 2; Mike

Decesar 2-5 0-1 4; Brian Riley 0-2 0-0 0; Adetokunbo Adewuyi 3-9 2-3 8; TOTAL: 27-59 27-35
91.

Score at halfiime: WC 45-33.

Three-point goals: B 12-35 (Kokoszka 4-7, Bartunek 2-6, King 2-4, Morgan 1-7, Shepard 1-2;
Williams -3, Gunn 1-3, Weltman

0-1, Harris 0-2), SC 10-21 (Yvon 7-10, Trant -3, Wilde 1-1, Pape -1, Anderson 0-2, Greaves
(-1, Zerneri 0-3); Rebounds: E 36

{Smith 10, Bartunek 63; SC 39 (Anderson 8); Assists: E 14 (Kokoszka 3); SC 1 {Trant 2, Aponte 2.
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Tuesday, January 14, 2003

ECSU M-BASKETBALL HOLDS OFF UMASS DARTMOUTH 76-75

Warriors survive late Corsair run to end six-game skid and post Litlle East Conference victory

WILLIMANTIC, Conn. - Junior center Michael Kipphut (MERIDEN) scored a
carcer-high 25 points as the Eastern Connecticut State University men’s basketball team snapped a
six-game losing streak with a 76-75 Little East Conference victory over the University of
Massachusetts Dartmouth Tuesday at Francis E. Geissler Gymnasium.

Fastern (4-8, 2-2 little east) led by points with six minutes left and by nine with under
four minutes left but needed to survive two missed UMass (5-7, 1-3) shots in the closing seconds,
Leading 76-75, the Warriors missed two shots in the paint on their final possessions but the
Corsairs could rot capitalize. UMass freshman guard Devon Marianno missed a three-point field
goal from the top of the key in the closing seconds and the tipped rebound bounced off the rim as
time expired.

A winner of three straight over UMass, Eastern never trailed, racing to a 12-point lead in the
first half and taking a nine-point 43-34 advantage into the lockerroom. Kipphut’s bucket pushed the
lead to [, 68-57 with six minutes left but the Corsairs converted seven of their next 11 shots,
pulling to within one, 76-75 on o basket by Cagle with 42 scconds left. Cagle swished two three-
pointers from the top of the key 23 seconds apart to cut six quick points off a nine-point deficit with
F:37 left.

Kipphut, who pltayed with four personal fouls over the final 9:40, hit a key basket and was
fouled with 1:30 left. Sophomore guard Frank Williams (BRANFORD) came off the bench to
complete the three-point play by \mkmU a free throw after Kipphut left the court momentarily due to
the blood rule. Williams™ free throw made it 76-70.

Kipphut hit 12 of 19 field goals en route to his team-high total while sophomore cenier
Jeroy Smith (NEW HAVEN) had 13 points and cight rebounds. Junior forward Steven
Bartanek (DURHADM) led Eastern with a career- ]ﬂUh ten rebounds as the smaller Warriors hetd
a 36-32 rebounding advantage.

The 6-foot-4 inch Cagle led all players with 28 points (10-for-19 from the floor) and
matched Bartunek with ten rebounds. Six-foot-inch senior center Sean Walsh added 20 points for
the Corsairs.

Fastern visits Springfield College Thursday at 7 p.m.

E-MAIL molia@easternchady
W?i‘s SITE: bitpHwww easternct eduidepis/athiatics
MAITLING ADDRESS: Sports Cen e Fastern Connecticut Biate University, 83 Windham BL
Witlimanno, O 08228
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Saturday, Janvary 11, 2003

ECSU MEN’S BASKETBALL DROPS SIXTH STRAIGHT DECISION

Warriors limited to 16 first-half points in 60-43 conference loss at Massachisetts Boston

BOSTON. Mass. - The University of Massachusetts Boston men’s basketball team
snapped an early tie with nine straight points en route to a 60-43 Little East Conference
victory over Eastern Connecticut State University Saturday afternoon at the Clark Athletic
Center.

The loss is the sixth straight for BEastern (3-8, 1-2 little cast), all of the setbacks
coming on the road. The Warriors had last scored less than 43 points in a game Jan. 24.
1995 in a 90-4 1 home {oss 1o Massachusetts Dartmouth -- a spun of 201 games. The
Beacons {6-6, 1-2 little east) have won three of their last five.

The Warrtors, whose only lead was by a point in the opening minutes, gave up ninc
straight points to fall back 22-13 with four minutes left in the first halt. Sophomore guard
Roger Perry hit hoth of his three-pont field goals to cap the run which found Eastern
scoreless for aver six minutes.

Trailing by 20, 36-16 at halftime, Eastern chipped away, cutling eight points off the
lead to get to within 12, 46-34 with five minutes lelt. At that point, sophomore guard
Roderic Joseph completed a conventional three-point play with a free throw, then sank both
ends of a one-and-one try 22 seconds later to push the UMass lead to 17, 51-34 with 3:33

left.

Led by Joseph (15 points, four rebounds) and Perry (12 points, four rebounds),
five UMass players came olf the bench to score 35 points and grab 17 rebounds., Hive
Eastern reserves combined for just 12 points, Those five players combined for 19
rebounds, with sophomore post player Jeroy Smith (NEW HAVIEN) accounting for a
career-high 3. UMass sophomore center Billy Allen had 13 points and a team-high 12
rebounds.

Eastern, which missed ten of 12 three-pointers and six of 13 free throws. got 15
points from junior guard Gordon Shepard (WATERBURY., who was the only
Eastern player in double figures.

Eastern hosts Massachusetts Partmouth Tuesday at 7:30 p.m.

E-MAIL moita@easternctedu
WEB SITE: http:/iwww easternct sdu/depts/athletics
MAILING ADDRESS: Sports Center, Eastern Connecticut State University, 83 Windham St
NMitimantic, 07 06220



UMass Boston 60, Eastern Conn. 43

EASTERN CONN. (3-8, 1-2): Jason Gunn 1-3 0-0 2: Michael Kipphut 3-9
3-0 9; Martin Kokoszka 1-4 0-0 2; Gordon Shepard 6-12 3-5 15: Christopher Morgan 1-3
0-0 3; Steven Bartunek 0-6 0-0 0; Melvin King 0-2 1-2 1: Frank Williams 3-7 0-0 7-
Kelvin Harris 0-0 0-0 0; Jeroy Smith 2-9 0-0 4. TOTAL: 17-55 7-13 43.

UMASS BOSTON (6-6, 1-2): Geoff Ponitz 2-8 0-0 4: Paul Kemp 2-3 0-0 4;
Billy Allen 4-7 5-7 13; Olvao Billy Gomes 1-3 2-2 4; Lester Robinson 0-4 0-0 0: Roderic
J. Joseph 5-10 4-6 15; Roger Perry 5-10 0-1 10; Yassin Osman 0-4 0-0 O Eric
Summerville 2-9 1-1 6; PJ. Thompson [-3 0-0 2. TOTAL: 22-61 12-17 60.

Score at halftime: MB, 36-16.

Three-point field goals: E 2-12 (Morgan 1-3, Williams 1-2, Kipphut 0-2, Bartunek
0-4, King 0-1); MB j4-16 (Perry 2-6, Summerville 1-2, Joseph 1-3, Ponitz 0-2, Gomes 0-
1): Rebounds: E 42 (Smith 13), MB 42 (Allen 12): Assists: 10 (Smith 3); MB 14
(Gomes 5).
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Thursday, Janvary 9, 2003

CURRIER LIFTS ENDICOTT PAST ECSU M-BASKETBALL
Warriors miss Il of I3 free throws in dropping fifth straight

BEVERLY, Mass. -- Junior guard Jeremy Currier scored 17 of his game-high 23 points
in the second half to spark the Endicott College basketball team to a 74-64 win over Eastern
Connecticut State University Thursday.

~ The loss 1s the fifth straight for Eastern (3-7), playing its first game after a 12-day layoft.
Endicott (3-5), coming off a 32-point loss to Bates Tuesday, snapped a two-game losing streak.

Endicolt scored the first seven points of the second half (o build an eight-point, 37-29
lead and later scored |1 straight points - six coming on a pair of three-pointers by Cuirier — to
move out to a 12-point 59-47 lead with scven minutes left,

Currier connected on eight of I field goals (4-for-5 {rom three-point range) en route to
his game-high point total. Only five Power Gull players scored points, but Currier was followed
in scoring by sophomore post player James Leveque and sophomore guard Josh Oxton, who had
16 points each. Leveque was 6-for-8 from the floor and grabbed nine rebounds while Oxton was
10-for- 1(-from the line -- all tries coming in the second half — and handed out six assists. Senior
forward Chris Lacasse was scoreless but led all players with 11 rebounds.

. : - . . 7
The Warriors outscored Endicott by five points from the [loor but were outscored by 15
from the free throw line. Eastern missed its first 11 free throws — Tailing to score from the stripe
until just three minutes remained - and was just 2-for-13 from the line.

First-ycar sophomore post player Jeroy Smith (NEW HAVEN) came off the bench
to sink all nine of his field goals and finish with a collegiate-high 18 points. Junior post player
Michael Kipphut (MERIDEN) followed Smith with 15 points. Each had eight rebounds.

Eastern returns to Little East Conference play Saturday when it visits Massachusetts
Boston at 3 p.m.

Sa0nNI

E-MAIL: molta@easternciaduy
WEB SITE: hitp://www easternct adu/depts/athletics
MAILING ADDRESS: Sparts Center, Eastern Connecticut State University, 83 Wingham St
Witlimantic, CT 05226



Endicott College 74, Eastern Conn. 64

EASTERN CONN. (3-7): Gordon Shepard 3-13 0-0 8; Stever Bartunek 1-2 0-0 2
Martin Kokoszka 1-4 0-0 2; Melvin King 2-7 0-0 6; Christopher Morgan 3-9 0-0 9; Juson Gunn
2-5 0-4 4; Michael Kipphut 6-13 2-4 15; Jeroy Smith 9-9 0-5 18: TOTAL: 27-62 2-13 64.

ENDICOTT (3-5): Carlos Nunez 0-2 0-0 (; Zach Ellis 0-0 0-0 0; Chris Lacasse -5 0-
0 0; Jeremy Currier 8-11 3-4 23; Evan McDermott 0-1 0-0 0; Matt George 5-6 0-1 10; Tom
Foster 4-8 0-0 9; James Leveque 6-8 4-7 16; Josh Oxton 3-9 10-10 16. TOTAL: 26-50 17-
22 74.

Score at halftime: En, 30-29,

Three-point field goals: EC 8-22 (Morgan 3-7, Shepard 2-4, King 2-4, Kipphut 1-3,
Bartunek 0-1, Kokoszka 0-2, Gunn 0-1); En 5-10 (Currier 4-5, Foster [-3, Nunez O-1, Oxton 0-
2): Rebounds: EC 33 (Kipphut 8, Smith 8, Shepard 6); En 38 (Lacasse 11, Leveque 9). Assists:
EC 12 (Shepard 6); En 17 (Oxton 6).



Friday, December 27, 2002

MONTCLAIR STATE DRUBS ECSU MEN’S BASKETBALL 73-47
Red Hawks score 15 straight points in first half of MSU tournament opener

UPPER MONTCLAIR, NJ -- The Montclair State University
men’s basketball team scored 15 straight points and 19 of the final 23 points
of the first half in routing Eastern Connecticut State University 73-47
Friday in the opening round of the Montclair State University Holiday
Tournament at Panzer Gymnasium.

Montclair (8-0) meets Baruch College (9-0) in Sarurday’s
championship game at 3 p.m. while Fastern (3-3) meers Susquehanna
University (3-4) ac 1 p.m. in the consolation game. Baruch pulled away for a
79-68 win over Susquehanna earlier Friday. Montclair and Baruch mer in
the opening round of fast year's ECAC regional tournament.

Eastern, a loser of three straight, trailed by one, 16-15 before the Red
Hawks reeled off 15 straight points -- the Warriors turning the ball over
eight times in that stretch -- and outscored Fastern over the final nine
minutes of the half to move out to a 16-point, 35-19 halftime lead.

The Warriors commited 25 turnovers and missed 11 of 13 three-point
field goals and managed only six offensive rebounds.

Easrern junior center Michael Kipphut (MERIDEN) led Eastern
with ten points, sinking half of his ten field goal attempts. Freshman guard
Martin Kokoszka (MERIDEN) had a carcer-high nine points on 4-0f-7
shooting and first-year sophomore center Jeroy Smith (NEW HAVEN)

pulled down a team-high nine rebounds.

Six-foot-ten-inch junior Jerome Trawick of Montclair led both reams
with 17 points on 8-for-10 shooting from the floor in 13 minutes. Tawick, a
first-year transfer, scored his team’s first eight points staking his team to a
quick 6-0 lead. He hit his first four field goals in the first four minutes and
sat out the rest of the half.



Saturday, December 28, 2002

EASTERN MEN’S BASKETBALL FOURTH AT MONTCLAIR
Warriors shoot 35.4 per cent from foor in 74-60 consolation-round loss

UPPERMONTCLAIR, NJ - A four-minure Fastern Connecticur State University
scoring droughtin the first half helped Susquchanna University run off ten straight points
on {hc way to a 74-60 victory over theWarriors Saturday afiernoon in the consolation
round of the Montclair StatcUniversity Holiday Tournament ar Panzer Gymnasium.

Leading11-10, Eastern (3-6) rurned the ball over three times and was held
scorelessover a four-minare stretch as the Crusaders (4-4) built a nine-poing, 20-11lead.
Eastern never re-gained the lead, trailing by as many as 19 with six minutes left. In the
second half, Eastern never goc closer than its eight-pointhalfrime deficit,

In a 73-47 loss to Montclair in che opening round Friday, Fastern went six
minutes withouta point while the host Red Hawks
scored 15 straight en route to the rout.

- AgainstSusquchanna, Eastern shot just 35.4 per cent from the floor and missed
17 of 23 three-point trics. In the tournament, the Warriors shor just 35.9 per cent fromthe
floor, 22.2 per cent on 36 three-poine attempts. A loser of four straight,Eastern has
averaged only 54 points in that stretch, failling to clear the 60-point mark cach time

Juniorforward Melvin King (MIDDLETOWN, NY) represented Eastern on the
all-tournment team after coming off the bench to record career-highs in poines(a ream-
high 16) and rebounds (seven) against Susquehanna, The 6-foot-4 inchKing scored 14 of
his points in the second hall, when he was 4-for-7 from thefloor. Junior forward Jason
Gunn (BLOOMFIELD) added ten pmms and fourrcbounds and junior guard Gordon

Shepard (WATERBURY) contributed nine polms four rebounds Jﬂd four assists. The
team’s other three starters managed just 13 points on 5-for-20 shootingfrom the floor.

A basker inthe paint by King eight minutes into the game gave Eastern its last
lead, 11-10. At that point, all-tournament selection Walter Fowler, a 6-foot-9
inchfreshman, scored four of his 16 points to spark a run of ten straightSusquehanna points
that powered the Crusaders to a nine-point, 20-11 lead witheight minutes left in the half.

Montclair State (9-0) won the battle of unbeatens in the final, downing Baruch
College (9-1) 75-60. Joining King and Fowler on the all-tournament team were junior
center Jerome Trawick (MVP) and senior guard Ben Martinez of Montclair State and
junior guard Joe Longobardi and senior guard John Alesi of Baruch College.

Easternvisits Endicort College Jan. 9 at 7 p.m.
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Saturday, December 14, 2002

SECOND-HALF RUN LIFTS PLYMOUTH OVER EASTERN 75-60
20-8 burst sparks Panthers past Warriors in Litile East men’s basketball

PLYMOUTH, NH -- Six different players contributed points in a 20-8 run that
carried the Plymouth State College men’s basketball team to a 75-60 victory over Eastern
Connecticut State University in Little East Conference action Satrday afternoon at Foley
Gymnasium.

Eastern (3-4, 1-1 little cast) led by as many as ten in the first half and by one, 42-41
six minutes into the second half before Plymouth (7-1, 2-0 little east) scored nine straight
point on the way to a 20-8 run which netted the Panthers an ! 1-point, 61-50 advantage
with seven minutes left. Eastern could get no closer than six the rest of the way as
Plymouth won for the fifth straight time over Eastern.

Newcomers scored ten of the 20 points in the 20-8 run for Plymouth, which shot
57.1 per cent from the floor in the second half, 50.0 in the game. In the 20-8 run. freshman
Peter Hutchins sank a three-point field goal, first-year sophomore Matt Budrow added
three points, first-year sophomore Anthony Oglesby and freshman Kevin Boutilier a bucket
each. Senior Kenny Stewart had six of the points in that stretch and junior Ryan Chicoine
four.

In the first half, Eastern cutscored Ptymouth 12-2 to break from a tie and build a
26-10 lead with six minutes left in the half. Senior guard Christopher Morgan
(HIGGANUM) began and ended the run with three-point field goals and first-year junior
forward Steven Bartunek (DURHAM) added four points with a basket in the paint and
two free throws.

Sophomore Nick Pelotte and Stewart had 16 points each for Plymouth, an ECAC
New England Division 1H Tournament finalist last year. Stewart was 6-for-9 from the floor
and hit all four of his free throw tries. He also had six assists, Morgan had 13 points and
Bartunek a collegrate-high 12. Junior center Michael Kipphut (MERIDEN) added ten
points and six rebounds before fouling out with Eastern trailing 61-55 with 53:38 left. First-
year sophomore center Jeroy Smith (NEW HAVEN) led both teams with ten
rebounds. Junior guard Gordon Shepard (WATERBURY), Eastern’s leading scorer
with a 16.5 average, was limited to a season-1w six points.

Eastern faces Montclair State University Dec. 27 at 7:30 p.m. in the opening round
of the Montclair State Holiday Tournament. '

E-MAIL: molta@easternct.edu
: ' WEB SITE: hitp:.//www easternct.edu/depts/athletics
MAILING ADDRESS: Sports Center, Eastern Connecticut State University, 83 Windham St.
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Thursday, December 12, 2002

OUTTEN'S 35 SECOND-HALF_POINTS DROP EASTERN

Senior guard scores 29 straight Worcester Stute points in 64-48 men’s basketball win

WORCESTER, Mass. - Senior guard Tsaac Outten scored 35 of his 37 pomnts in the
second half to power the Worcester State College men's basketball team to a 64-48 non-
conference victory over Eastern Connecticut State University Thursday at Lancer
Gymasnium.

Outten, who did not start the game, started the second half and scored 33 points -
including 29 straight Worcester State points - to rally the Lancers (3-4) from a 21-14
halftime deficit and break a two-game losing streak. Worcester outscored Eastern 15-8 to
open the second half and tied the game 29-all and 1ok the lead for good 34-32 when
Ouitten hit the first of five second-hail three-point field goals. The 6-foot-2 inch Qutten,
who joined the team at semester break last year after an All-America junior college career,
outscored Eastern 35-27 in the second half, mostly scoring on perimeter jumpers. He
converted 11 of 22 tries from the floor in the game, including five of seven from three-
point range.

Worcester had twice as many turnovers as Eastern (3-3) but shot 46.8 per cent from
the [loor, outscored Eastern 15-3 from the foul line and outrebounded the Warriors 45-33.
Eastern shot just 28.6 per cent from the floor, including 5-for-29 from three-point range.

Eastern fed alter the first minutes of the first half, taking a seven-point lead into the
lockerroom after scoring seven of the final nine points of the stanza. Eastern led by nine
alter the opening bucket of the second half but Worcester State outscored Eastern 8-2 to
pull to within three, 25-22 before Outten took over by scoring 29 straight Lancer points and
31 of 33 as Woreester rolled uup a 14-point, 38-44 lead with 4:44 left.

Junior guard Gordon Shepard (WATERBURY) led Eastern with 17 points and
junior center Michael Kipphut (MERIDEN) added ten. Eastern’s other three starters
combined for only 15 points on 5-for-26 shooting from the floor.

Eastern visits Plymouth State College Saturday at 3 p.m. in Little East Conference
action in the final game of the first semester.

_ E-MAIL: molta@easiernct.edu
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Saturday, December 7, 2002

ECSU M-BASKETBALL DOWNS ANCHORMEN IN LEC OPENER
Shepard, Kipphut total career-highs in points in 86-81victory

WILLIMANTIC, Conn. - Junior guard Gordon Shepard (WATERBURY)
and junior center Michael Kipphut (MERIDEN) each totalled career-highs in points
to spark the Eastern Connecticut State University men’s basketball tearn 10 an 86-81 victory
over Rhode Island College Saturday in the Little East Conference opener for both schools
at Francis E. Geissler Gymnasium.

Eastern (3-2, 1-0 little east) never trailed after the opening minutes, using a 19-6
run over a [2-minute span of the first half to open up a 13-point, 23-10 lead with 6:34 left
in the first half. Eastern pushed the lead to as many as 20 in the second half. Rhode Isiand
(2-3, 0-1 Eutle east) cut the gap to five with just over a minute left but Eastern sank cight
straight free throws -- six straight by Shepard -- to push the lead back to 11, 82-71 with 39
seconds left.

Shepard exceeded his previous.career high of 23 with a game-high 27 points.
Shepard hit seven of eight field goals (4-for-5 from three-point range) and nine of ten frec
throws. He had 19 of his points in the second half’ when Eastern converted 57.1 per cent of
its field goal attempts. With 20 points, Kipphut exceeded his previous career best by one.
Kipphut also pulled down a career-high 14 rebounds.

Senior guard Christopher Morgan (HIGGANUM) maiched Shepard with
four three-point field goals and finished with 14 points and four assists. Junior forward
Jason Gunn (BLOOMFIELD) had ten points in 20 minutes before fouling out with
Eastern leading 63-52 with 6:53 left.

Rhode Island, which won just one game last year, had five players in double
figures and outrebounded Eastern 48-40. The Anchormen, who started four newcomers,
got 16 points and eight rebounds from 6-foot-7 inch junior forward Johnafer White and 12
points and 13 rebounds from sophomore forward Jason Harris.

Rhode Island shot just 24.2 per cent from the floor in the first half and (1-for-11
from “three™) and commited 13 turnovers as the Warriors raced to a 14-point, 34-20
advantage. Kipphut had 12 points and seven rebounds in the first half.

Eastern visits Worcester State Thursday at 8 p.m.

E-MAIL: molta@easternct.edu
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Tuesday. December 3, 2002

WESLEYAN DEFEATS EASTERN CONN. IN OT

Johnson leads Cardinals with 30 points, Morgan has 22 Jor Warriors

.WILLIMIANTIC, Conn. -- Junior forward Kanem Johnson (NEW HAVEN) had a
game-high 30 points as Wesleyan University rallied to defeat Eastern Connecticut State
University, 96-92 in overtime, in a non-conference game at Francis E. Geissler Gymnasium
Tuesday.

“The Cardinals (4-2) have won four straight games since losing two in the season-
opening Lopata Classic and are 6-1 against the Warriors in their last seven meetings.

Junmior guard Keala Mills (LENOX, MA) made an acrobatic three-point field goal
with 22 seconds left in the second half to tic the score at 80-80. He was fouled on the play
and missed the free throw. The Warriors called timeout and set up a play that resulted in a
missed three-pointer by junior forward Steve Bartunck {(DURHAM) with one second lefl.

Eastern (2-2) led 90-88 with 1:57 left in the first overtime on Bartunek’s third three-
point ficld goal. The Cardinals proceeded to turn a two-point deficit (90-88) into a four-point
victory (96-92) using an 8-2 closing run over the final 1:23. Johnson had two points and two
rebounds during that final sequence.

Senior guard Kahree Brewn (BRONX, NY) had a double-double with 23 points and
& game-high 10 rebounds. Mills, the team’s Jeading scorer through the first five games (24.0
ppg), was held scoreless by ECSU senior guard Chris Morgan (HIGGANUM) for the first
39:38. Mills went on to score nine of Wesleyan’s final 19 poings, including six in overtime.

The Warriors went on a 9-0 run over a three-minute span to turn a two-point deficit
(63-61) into a seven-point advantage, 70-63, with 4:37 left in the second half. Junior center
Michael Kipphut (MERIDEN) had six of his 10 points during the spurt. This is the third
stralght game Kipphut has scored in double-figures. Morgan had three of his scason-high 22
points during the run. He went 8-for-13 from the field. including 3-for-8 from behind the
three-point arc, and 3-for-3 from the line in 43 minutes.

Morgan was [ollowed in scoring by junior forward Jason Guna (BLOOMFIELL)
with 14 points and junior guard Gordon Shepard (WATERBURY) and Bartunek with 11
each. Sophomore center Jeroy Smith (NEW HAVEN) had 10 points and six rebounds in 25
minutes off the bench.

Eastern outrebounded Wesleyan, 40-39. The Cardinals outshot the Warriors, 52.2
percent o 44.0 percent. :

ECSU hosts Rhode Island College in its Little East Conference opener at 3 p.m.
Saturday.
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Tuesday, November 26, 2002

ECSU MEN’S BASKETBALL UPENDS TRINITY 72-68

Warriors score final seven points to win first road game under Geitner

HARTFORD, Conn. - The Eastern Connecticut State University men’s basketball
team scored the final seven points of the game to upend Trinity C olle;c 72-68 Tuesday at
Ray QOosting Gymnasiumn:.

Trailing 68-65, Eastern (2-1) held the Bantams (1-2) scoreless over the final 3:15 to
defeat the Bantams on their home court for the first time after five road losses in the series.
The Warriors scored their final eight points of the game from the foul fine on 14 tries.

Trailing throughout, Trinity scored ten straight points to assume a 63-65 lead but
missed five shots and turhed the ball over once on its final six posscssions as Eastern won
its first road game in its first try under new head coach Bill Geitner.

With Eastern trailing 68-635, junior center Michael Kipphut (MERIDEN) hit
both ends of a two-shot foul to pull Eastern to within one. Freshman guard Martin
Kokoszka (MERIDEN) then came up with Eastern’s first steal of the half and junior
guard Gorden Shepard (WATERBURY) tied the game with 1:41 left when he sank
the second of two shots after being fouled while driving the baseline.

The teams then exchanged missed shots before Kokoszka put Eastern ahead for
good 69-68 when he hit the first of two free throws with 41.8 seconds left after Kipphut
had grabbed an offensive rebound of a missed Eastern three-point field goal attempt wiith
50 seconds left. Senior guard Christepher Morgan (HIGGANUM) sealed the win
when he swished both ends of a two-shot foul with 5.7 seconds left, providing the final
four-point margin. Eastern free throw shooters enjoyed the -and-1 bonus over the final
nine minutes as Trinify was whistled for 14 fouls in the half. Tnmty did not reach the
bonus situation in either half.

Morgan was just 3-for-12 from the floor but sank all six of his free throws
and his man-to-man defense helped limit Trinity senior forward Ryan Uszenski
to just 11 points on 5-for-16 shooting from the floor. Uszenski had scored
37 points in his team’s first two games. :

{more)
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Eastern outscored Trinity 25-2 from the foul line. The Warriors were awarded 32
attempts, the Bantams only seven. Shepard led Eastern with 14 poits, Kipphut and
Morgan adding 13 each. Shepard, the team’s No. 1 {ree throw shooter the past two years,
was 8-for- 11 from the stripe - sinking the second of two attempts with 23.1 seconds left
that gave Eastern a 70-68 fead. Shepard also contributed two defensive rebounds in the
closing seconds.

Trinity, which returned only one starter from last year’s NCAA tournament
qualifier, got 16 points from freshman forward Tyler Rhoten. Rhoten managed
only four after the half, however. Sophomore forward Darrren Buker added 14
points for Trinity, 12 coming in the second half. Baker fueled the comeback
for Trinity, which had trailed by nine with eight minutes left. Baker scored
three baskets in a span of 1:34, capitalizing on consecutive Eastern
turnovers and an Eastern missed field goal. His basket from in close with
4:10 left gave the Bantams their first lead (66-65) since the third minute of
the game.

Eastern hosts Wesleyan University December 3 at Geissler Gymnasium at 6 p.m.

-30-
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Saturday, November 23, 2002

SALEM STATE DEFEATS ECSU FOR SULINSKI TITLE

King records a career-high 13 points, Shepard named all-tournament

WILLIMANTIC, Conn. - Junior forward Bobby Michalezyk (LOWELL,
MA) had game-highs of 23 points and 10 rebounds as the Salem State College men’s
basketball team defeated Eastern Connecticut State University, 78-66, in the Nancy K.
Sulinksi "76 Memorial Basketball Tournament championship game at Francis E. Gelssler
Gymnasium Saturday.

The Vikings, 2-0 on the season, have won all four of their appearances in the
tournament final (1990, 1994, 1996. 2002). The Warriors (1-1) finished second for the
13th time. .

Michalczyk, the 2002 Sulinski tournament Most Valuable Player, had 43 points and
18 rebounds over the two-day event. Junior guard Ryan Connor (WORCESTER,
MA) and sophomore forward Tom Sullivan (AUBURN, MA) joined Michalczyk as
the Salem State all-tournament team representatives.

ECSU led for the final time, 40-39, on a made free throw by junior forward Steve
Bartunek (DURHAM). Salem State proceeded to go on a [7-2 run over the next six
minutes to build a 56-42 lead. Michalczyk had seven points during the spurt.

The Warriors cut the lead to seven, 71-64, on a three-point field goal by junior
forward Melvin King (MIDDLETOWN, NY) with 1:16 left. King had a team- and
carcer-high 13 points. Salem State closed out the game scoring seven of the final nine
points from the foul line.

Fastern went on a 15-5 first-hall run turning a 10- pomt deficit into the Tourth tie of
the half, 25-25. King had seven of his 10 first-half points in the run, including a three-
pointer to tie the score. The 6-foot-4 King tied the score at 27-27 with a ficld Uodl blocked
a shot seconds later and converted a free throw with 14 seconds left in the first half to give
the Warriors a 28-27 lead. The Vikings went into the half with a 29-28 Tead as Mlch&](:/yk
made a basket with two seconds left.

Sullivan (15 points), Connor (13), junior guard Ray Williams
(MIDDLFT()WN) (11) and freshman guard Willie Phillips (BOSTON, MA) (10)
joined Michalczyk in double-figure scoring.

(more)
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Junior guard Gordon Shepard (WATERBURY), the Eastern representative on
the all-tournament team, totaled nine points and five assists. Junior center Michael
Kipphut (MERIDEN) nearly had a double-double with 11 points and nine rebounds.

The Warriors outshot the Vikings, 48.1 to 43.3 percent. Salem State outrebounded
Eastern, 38-27, and made 10 more free throws ( [9-9.,

Eastern will travel to Hartford for a 7:30 p.m. Tuesday garme against Trinity
College.

Elms Wins Third-Place Game

Junior guard Chellvonto Little (DANBURY) had 18 points and senior forward
Richard Doppman (CONWAY, MA) totaled 17 points and 11 rebounds as Elins College
defeated Fitchburg State College, 69-64, in the third-place game of the Nancy Sulinski 76
Memorial Basketball Tournament Saturday.

Fitchburg (0-2) held its last lead at 40-39 with 17:50 left in the second half. Elms
(1-1) went on a 9-1 run over the next three minutes to build a seven-point fead, 48-41.
Doppman had five points during the spurt.

The Falcons cut the lead to one at 48-47 and 61-60. The Blazers answered with
runs of 7-0 (55-47) and 5-0 (66-60).

Fitchburg senior guard Hakim Johnson (BOSTON, MA}Y had a team-high 13
points. Johnson and Doppman were named to the all-tournament team.
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