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Sunday, May 17, 2009

TRINITY COLLEGE BASEBALL COMPLETES SWEEP AT NCAA REGIONAL
MVP Bayer escapes ninth-inning jam as Bantams defend regional championship, 5-4

MANSFIELD, Conn. - New England Pitcher-of-the-Year Jeremiah Bayer (Greenfield,
MA) retired New England Player-of-the-Year Shawn Gitblair (Windham, CT) on aninfield
popup with two outs and the bases loaded in the top of the ninth inning that preserved third-
seeded Trinity College’s 5-4 victory over fop-seeded Eastern Connecticut State University and
gave the Bantams their second straight regional championship at the 2009 NCAA Division [l
New England Regional Tournament Sunday at the Eastern Baseball Stadium.

No. 5 nationalfy-ranked Trinily (33-3) opens defense of last year’s national championship Friday
allernoon against Mid-Atlantic Regional Tournament champion Kean University at Fox Cities
Stadium in Grand Chute, Wi No. 3 nationally-ranked Eastern {39-8), which had a streak of 15
straight wins in the New England tournament snapped in a first-round loss, had won titles 1n the
four previous New England tournaments in which it had competed (2002-04, 2007).

Trinity avoided a one-game winner-take-all showdown scheduled for Sunday evening by crasing
carly 2-0 and 3-2 deficits to post its fourth tournament victory without a foss in the cight-team,
double-elimination tournament. En route to the finals, Trinity edged sixth-seeded Westlield State
College, 6-4, Wednesday, second-seeded University of Southern Maine, 6-0, and fourth-seeded
WP1, 14-0, both games Friday.

The Bantams scored twice in the third Sunday to take the lead for good, 4-3, and added an
insurance run in the fifth. Making only his third relief appearance of the season, Bayer (12-0)
gave up a solo home run to Melvin Castilio (Danbury) with one out in the eighth and wriggled
out of a monumental ninth-inning jam on the way to tournament Most Outstanding Player honors.

Trinity scored all of its runs in the game with two outs and Eastern scored three of its four runs on
solo home runs.

Fastern, which staged a threc-run ninth-inning rally Saturday afternoon against WPI to post is
fourth straight tournament win, loaded the bascs in the ninth on a bloop opposite-fietd single to
right by pinch hitter Andrew Dewing (Swampseott, MA) , a swinging bunt by leadofT batter
John Parke (Middlefield, CT) that Bayer fumbled, and a watk on a 3-2 pitch to Travis Bass
(West Hartford, CT). With the go-ahead run in scoring position, the right-handed Bayer induced
a weak popup to short on the first pitch to lefty-swinging Gilblair that ensured Trinity’s third New
England championship in five years.

Trinity becomes the third different tcam to capturel at least two straight New England titles in the
19-year history of the championship, loliowing Southern Maine in 1991-92 and 2000-01 and
Eastern between 2002 and 2004,

Bass and Gilblair launched soloe home runs in the first inning off Trinity starter James Ramsey

(Belmont, MA} to give starting righty Will Musson (Wethersfield, C'T) a quick 2-0

cushion, but the Bantams answered immediately in the bottom of the smming on a two-out, two-

run single by James Wood (Windham, NI). After the Warriors took their second lead on two
(more)
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hits and iomdeld throwing error m e top ol the third, Trinty went ahead for good, 3-3. i the
bottom of the inning on two-out, RBI smgles by Ryan Piacentini (Portiand, ME) and Kevin
Maortimer (Spencer, MA). Placentini’s sacrifice {ly i the fifth gave Bayer a a tvo-run cushion
before smashed a solo home run i the eighth to make ita one-run game, With his 39% career
home run - 14" of the season  Castillo broke the 3 1-year-old record set by Don Fusari between
1975 and 1978.

After being upset by Babson in the opener, Fastern had scrapped back with elimination wins over

Suflolk Thursday, Southern Maine Friday and Husson and WPI Saturday, but nceded to sweep
Trinity Sunday to qualily for its 13" NCAA national tournament since 1982,

One of his team’s five all-tournament picks, Bayer was 2-0 i two tournament appearances. e
won Tripity’s second tournament game with lus third complete-game shutout of the scason
againsl heavy-hitting Southern Maine iz hus {irst tourney appearance. Against Eastern, he struck
out seven over final 4 1/3 innings, allowing three hits and one walk. He entered the week as the
national leader in ERA.

Bayer was joined on the all-tournament team by teammales Placenting, Wood, Sean Killeen
(Greenfield, MA) , and Kent Graham (Longmeadow, MA). A second baseman, Placentini was
5-for-11 in the tournament with four runs scored and four RBI. He also reached safely five
additional times with four walks and a hit-by-pitch, and handled 19 defensive chances wilhout an
error: the team’s rightfielder, Wood was 8-for-16 with five runs scored and seven RBIL e hit lns
team’s only tournament home run — a three-run game-tying lourth-inning blast in the opening win
over Westfield: a catcher, Killeen was 6-for-15 with four runs scored and three RBI; and Graham,
the Bantams’ first baseman, was S-for-16 with four runs scored and four RBL

Giblair, Parke, and Robert Perry (Manchester) represented Eastern on the all-tournament teant,
with Parke and Eastern shortstop Travis Bass (West Hartford) each collecting & tournament-
high 13 hits. Giblair was named at utility, Parke at second base, and Perry as an outfielder.
Rounding out the 11-player all-tournament team (selected regardiess of position), were shortstop
Paul Galligan (Weymouth, MA) and right-handed pitcher Conor Fahey (Cumberland, RI) of
WPl and DH Ethan Guereite (Wales, ME).

Trinity College 5, Lastern Conn. 4

—

Fastern Conn. (39-8) 201 000 010 = 4 10
Trinity College (33-5) 202 010 Q0x - 5 8

Ld

Will Musson (9-1), Wes Dutton (8} and Steve Camimuso. James Ramsey, Conor O’Sullivan-
Pierce (5), Jeremiah Bayer (5) and Sean Killeen. WP-Bayer (12-0). HR-Travis Bass (4), Shawn
Gilblair (9), Melvin Castillo (14} (E).
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DRAMATICALLY, EASTERN BASEBALL REGIONAL FINALIST
Three-run, ninth-inning rally vaults Warriors past WPl in NCAA tourney

MANSFIELD, Conn. - Tristan Hobbes (Utica, NY) stroked a game-tying two-run single with
one out in the bottom of the ninth inning and the top-seeded Eastern Connecticut State University
baseball team went on to score the game-ending run on an infield throwing error as the Warriors
advanced to the championship round of the 2009 NCAA Division (I} New England Regional
Tournament with a 6-5 victory over fourth-sceded WPI Saturday alternoon at the Eastern

Basebal] Stadivim.

Eastern (39-7) had eliminated seventh-seeded Husson University (33-14) with an 18-hit barrage
carlier in the day to reach the losers’ bracket final against WP1 (30-13), which was drubbed, 14-0
in Friday night's winners' bracket final by defending national champion Trinity College and did
not leave the field until 11:30 p.m.

Against WPT Sarurday, the Warriors trailed 5-3 entering the ninth inning, bul rallied for three runs
to record their fourth tournament win in two days after an opening loss Lo eighl-sceded Babson

College Wednesday afternoon.

"[{'s 2 shame someone had to jose that ballgame, because their kid (pitcher Conor Fahey) pitched
a heckuva ballgaine and our kids just hung around and hung around and were fortunate at the end
to escape,” said head coach Bill Holowaty. "We know the feeting of WPI, we've faced that many

tirnes and had those heartbreaks”

Easlern, which has won the last four New England tournaments in which it has competed, earned
a spot in the championship round with the win over WPT, but will have to defeat third-seeded and
defending regional champion Trinily College (32-5) twice Sunday beginning at [ p.m. Trinity
was idle Saturday after defeating second-seeded University of Southern Mame and WPI on
Friday. Dastern has reached the championship round ol the New England/Northeast Regional
tournament the last 22 times in whicl it has competed since 1980.

With one out in the ninth inning against first-team All-New England righty Fahey, No. 3 hitter
Jim Schult (Wappingers Falls, NY) singled hard ofl the glove of third baseman of Nick Bean,
and Shawn Gilblair (Windham) sent him to third with a smash off the glove of new first
baseman Jameson Kokolis (Manchester, NH) which might likely have turned into & unassisted
double play if Kokolis was able to hang onto the scorcher. With Andrew Dyer (Topsfield, MA)
running for Gilblair, Metvin Castillo (Danbury}) walked 1o load the bases for Hobbes. Hobbes,
who had flown out to decp center field with the bases lnaded to end the fifth, ripped a single mto

{more)
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Eastern righty James Kuakucka (Vernon) allowed only six hits through six innings - equalliing
his carcer high of eight strikeouts -- but was lifted after giving up a leadoff single in the seventh

inning of a tie pame.

Moreau, cleanup hitter Scott McNee and Bryan Watkins all had two hits against three Eastern
pitchers, with Morcau scoring (wice. The game was the first meeting ever between Lastern and
WPI, which won its first two games in its fiest NCAA appearance ever. After being ehminated
three games in its conference tournament, the Engineers defeated Becker College and Waorcester
State College to capture its first ECAC championship last weekend and brought a six-game
winning streak into the NCAA tournament.

In eliminating Husson carlier Saturday, Eastern recorded 18 hits - four of them home runs and
nine of them for extra bases - against four pitchers. Perry swatted a two-run home run in the
second and a three-run shot in the fifth. Castilio was 3-for-5 (two doubles) with three runs scored
and two RBI, and No. 9 hitter Steve Cammuso (Rutiand, MA) was 3-for-4 with two RBl and
two runs scored. John Parke (Middlefield), Schult, Gilblair, Perry, and Joe Cousinean
(Newington) all contributed two hits cach. Schult gave himself a 1-0 lead with a solo home run in
the top of the first, and Cammuso tagged a two-run shot in the fourth. Schult (4-0) gave up seven
hits and only one earned run in his first complete game in eight starts. He fanned & career-high 11

and walked two.

The reguiar-season meeting between the No. 3 nationally-ranked Warriors and fifth-ranked
Bantams was cancelled due to rain. The teams have met only once in NCAA regional play,
Eastern posting a come-from-behind 9-6 win at the Eastern Baseball Stadium on the way to its

third national champienship in 1998,

Fastern Conn. 6, WP 5

WPL(30-13) 100 002 101 -- 5 ¥ 4
Eastern Conn. (39-7) 001 200 003 - o6 10 !

Conor Fahey {8-2) and Joe Walsh. James Kukucka, Chris Wojick (7}, Wes Dutton (9) and Steve

Cammuso, Andrew Magliola (7), Steve Cannata (9). WP-Dutton (1-1). 2B-Matt Moreau, Scott
McNee (W), Shawn Gilblair (E); HR-Moreau (W)

Fastern Conn. 18, Husson U. 3

Eastern Conn. (38-7) 120 343 050-- I8 18
Husson {33-14) 201 000 000-- 3 7 I

Jim Schalt (4-0) and Steve Cammuso. Chris Morris (5-3), Kyle Leeman (4), Ryan Walker (8),
Aaron Sulkivan {8) and Nick Arthers. 2B-Melvin Castillo 2, John Parke, Shawn Giiblair, N.
Arthers, TJ Frail {H); 3B-Joc Cousineau (E); HR-Robert Perry 2 (4), Schudt (9), Cammuso {4)

(E).
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Saturday, May 16, 2009

EASTERN BASEBALL REACHES REGIONAL CHHAMPIONSHIP ROUND
Warriors score three times in bottonm of nintl against WP in losers’ bracket finaf

Sunday’s championship round will be broadcast live by WILT Radio (1400 AM), beginning at
[12:55 pon,

MANSFIELD, Cann. - Tristan Hobbes (Utica, NY) stroked a game-tyiag two-run single with
one out i the bottom of the mnth maing and the top-seeded Eastern Connecticut State University
baseball feam went on 1o score the game-ending run on an infield throwing error as the Warriors
advanced to the championship round ol the 2009 NCAA Division [l New England Regional
Toumnament with a 6-5 victory over fourth-seeded WP Saturday alternoon at the Eastemn
Baseball Stadiuim.

Eastern (39-7) had eliminated seventh-seeded Husson University (33-14) with an 18-hit barrage
carlier in the day to reach the losers’ bracket final against WPH{30-13}, which was drubbed, 14-0
in Friday night’s winners” bracket final by defending national champion Trimity College and did
nol leave ihe hield unal 1130 poam

Against WPI Saturday, the Warriors trailed 5-3 entering the ninth inning against the Engineers,
but rallied for three runs to record their fourth tournament win in two days alter an opening loss
to eight-seeded Babson Cotlege Wednesday afternoon.

Bastern, which has won the last four New England wournaments in which it has competed, carsed
a spot in the championship round with the win over WP, but wiil have to defeat third-seeded and
defending regional champion Trinity College (32-5) twice Sunday beginning at 1 p.m. Trintty
was 1dle Saturday after defeating second-seeded University of Southern Maine and WFPI on
Friday. Eastern has reached the championship round of the New England/Northeast Regionat
tournament the fast 22 times in which 1t has competed since 1980

With one out in the ninth inping against first-tcam All-New England righty Conor Fahey
(Cumberland, RI), No. 3 hitier Jim Schult (Wappingers Falls, NY) singled hard oft the glove
of third baseman of Nick Bean (Middiebore, MA), and Shawn Gilblair (Windham, CT) sent
him to third with a smash ofT the glove of new first baseman Jameson Kokolis (Manchester,
NH). With Andrew Dyer (Topsficld, MA) running {or Gilblair, Melvin Castillo (Danbury,
CT) walked to load the bases for Hobbes. Hobbes, who had [Town out to deep center field to
leave the bases loaded in the fifth, ripped a single into nght-center to score Schult and Dyer to tie
the game at 5-5. Robert Perry {Manchester), who had driven in five runs with two home runs
earlier in the day against Husson, then ground hard to the left side. Bean made a briliiant play 1o
his back hand to keep the ball from going into the outfield, but his throw across the diamond to
Kokolis skipped past the first baseman as Castillo raced in from third with the game-winning run.

W1 erased a 3-1 deficit by scoring lour runs in its {inal four at-bats Lo bring its two-run lead into
the ninth, The Engineers scored two runs in the sixth on two hits, two walks and & sacritice fly,
and took the lead in the seventh when Paul Galligan (Weymouth, MA) came home from third
on a throwing crror to first by the Easiern catcher on a third strike i the dirt. Galligan had

(more}
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singled (o right-center te open the seventh, and stole second and third. WPI added an insurance
run in the ninth 10 go up 5-3 on a leadefT home run by No. 3 hitter Matt Moreau (Manchester,
NE).

Fahey, who had pitched into the eighth maimg of his team’s 7-6 first-round win over Sutiolk
Wednesday, carried a seven-hitter into the ninth inning.

Gilblair, the New England Player-ot-the-Year this season, reached base five times with three hits
and two walks. He recorded his 21° double of the year (one shy of the season record) in the
second, singled and scored in the fourth, and walked in the [ifth and seventh before singling in
the ninth. Schult, who had two hils (0 back his own seven-hil complete game agamst Husson, had
two more hits against WPL with his ninth-mning leadoft single the LO0™ in his 83-game two-year
career.

Bastern righty James Kukucka (Vernon, CT) allowed only six hits through six mnnings -
equalliing his career high of eight strikcouts -- bul was lifted after giving up a lcadoff single in
the seventh inning of a tie game.

Moreau, cleanup hitter Scott McNee (Falmouth, MA) and Bryan Watkins (Belmont, MA) all
had two hits against three Eastern pitchers, with Moreau scoring twice. The game was the lirst
meeting ever between Fastern and WP, which won its first two games in its [irst NCAA
appearance ever, Aller being eliminated in three games in its conference tournament, th ¢
Engineers defeated Becker College and Worcester State College to capture its first ECAC
championship last weckend and brought a six-game winning streak into the NCAA tournament.

In eliminating Husson earlier Saturday, Eastern recorded 18 hits — four of them home runs and
nine of them for extra bases -- against four pitchers. Perry swatted a two-run home run in the
second and a three-run shot in the fifth. Castillo was 3-for-3 (two doubles) with three runs scored
and two RBI, and No. 9 hitter Steve Cammuso {(Rutland, MA) was 3-for-4 with two RBI and
two runs scored. John Parke (Middlefield, CT), Schult. Gilblair, Perry, and Joe Cousineau
(Newington, CT} all contributed two hits each. Schult gave himsel('a 1-0 fead with a solo home
run in the top of the first, and Canvmuso tagged a two-run shot in the fourth, Schult {(4-0) gave up
seven hits and only one earned run in his first complete game in cight starts. He fanned a carcer-
high 11 and walked two.

The regular-season meeting between the No. 3 nationally-ranked Warriors and {ifth-ranked
Bantams was cancelled due to rain. The tecams have met only once in NCAA regional play,
Eastern posting a come-from-behind 9-6 win at the Eastern Baseball Stadium on the way to is

third national championshin.

{(more)
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Fastern Conn, 6, WPLS

WPT(30-13) 100 002 101 -- 5 8 4
Fastern Conn. {39-7) 041 200 003 6 10 I

Conor Fahey (8-2) and Joe Walsh. Jumes Kukucka, Chris Wopick (7), Wes Dutton (9) and Steve

Cammuso, Andrew Maghola (7), Steve Cannata (9). WP-Dutton (1-1). 2B-Matt Moreau, Scoll
McNee (W), Shawn Gilblair (E); HR-Moreau (W)

Eastern Conn. 18, Husson U, 3

FEastern Conn. (38-7}) 120 343 050 . 18 8 2
Husson (33-14) 201 000 {00 - 3 7 I
Jim Schult (4-03 and Steve Camntuso. Chris Moimis (5-3), Kyle Leeman (4), Ryan Walker (),

Aaron Sullivan (8) and Nick Arthers. 2B-Melvin Castillo 2, John Parke, Shawn Giiblair,
N. Arthers, FJ Frail (H): 3B-Joc Cousincau (E); HR-Robert Perry 2 (4}, Schult (9}, Canmimuso (4)
(E).



Friday. May 15, 2009

GILBLAIR FANS 14 TO PACE FASTERN BASEBALL IN NCAA REGIONAL
Five Southers Maine errors pave way for six unearned runs in Warriors’ 7-2 viciory

MANSTIELD. Conn, Semor lelt-handed picher Shawn Gilblair (Windham) himited second-sceded
University of Southern Maine to {ive hits and struck out 14 in seven inpings and the Huskies commited hive
costly errars as top-seeded Eastern Counecticut State University posted a 7-2 win in an elhnmation paine
of the 2009 NCAA Division 111 New Fngland Regional Toumament Friday evening at the Lastern Baseball

Stadium.

Coming ofl a 6-0 loss 1o defending national champion and third-seeded Trinity College tn the first game of
the day, Southern Maine (36-9) becomes the fourth team to be eliminated in the original field of cight.
Fastern {37-7) advances to another cimination game Saturday at 11 a.um. against Husson University, which
eliminated Babson Coliege Friday. Friday’s Jate game featured the tournament’s two remaining unbeatens
in Trinity and WP, both 2-0.

In the 19" regional tournament meeting between the programs (Eastern leads the regional series, 11-8),
Fasicrn scored twice in the bottom of the first, and added three unearned runs in the fourth and two more
unearned runs in the fifth. In those two innings, the Warriors recorded {ive hits and were helped by two
errors, two walks and a hit batsman. Travis Bass (West Hartford, CT) drove in two runs in those mnings
with a single and sacrifice fly, Jim Schult (Wappingers Falls, NY) plated one with a double. John Parke
(Middiefield, CT) had a sacrifice fly, and Andrew Magliola (East Haven, C'T) was walked with the bases
loaded to force in another run. With one out in the fourth, Andrew Dewing (Swampscott, MA) singled
and Robert Perry (Manchester, CT) followed with s bunt single to ignite the rally.

Trailing 7-2 in the eighth, Southern Mamne loaded the bases on a leadoff double by All-America Chris
Burleson (Portland, ME) and two walks, but second baseman Parke turned a double play afier fielding u
ground ball behind reliever left-handed reliever Wes Dutton (Waterbury, C'T) o end the janing. The
Huskies loaded the bases again in the ninth against righty Matt Fontaine (Cranston, RI}, but shortstop
Bass’s flip o Parke covering just beat a sliding Burleson o end the gane.

Gilblair (8-1), named the New England Player-of-the-Year earlier this week, had thrown seven nings o
defeat Southern Maine in the Little East Conference tournament a week ago. He equaled his career-high
strikeout total in this game. The national leader in strikeouts per game (13.7), Gilblair had 11 punchouls
through the first five innings, striking out the side in the fourth and fifth. The two rues he allowed came on
solo home runs by cleanup hitler Ryan Pike (Saco, ME) — his team-leading 1 1" of the year - - leading off
the second and by losing pitcher Cotlin Henry{Penobsecot, ME) leading off the seventh,

Bass had three of Bastern’s nine hits, Perry adding two. Perry and Ne. 9 hitter Joe Cousineau (Newington,
CT) both scored twice.
Fastern Conn. 7, U, of Southern Maine 2

Southern Maine (36-9) 010 000 100 -- 2 7 5
Eastern Conn. {37-7) 200 320 00x - 7 9 1

Collin Henry (3-3), Nick Hahn (4}, Andrew Stacy (5) and Jordan Berthiaume. Shawn Gilblaw (8-1), Wes
Dution {(8), Matt Fontaine (9) and Andrew Magliola. 2B-Chris Burleson (S), Fm Schult {E); HR-Ryan Pike
{11), Coilin Henry (6} (S).
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EASTERN REMAINS ALIVE IN NCAA BASEBALL REGIONAL
Musson fans career-high 13, Warriors collect 16 hits in 13-2 victory

Thursday, May 14, 2009

MANSFIELD, Conn. - Will Musson (Wethersfield, CT) pitched a complete-game seven-hitter
with a career-high 13 strikeouts and John Parke (Middlefield, CT) and Travis Bass {(West
Hartford, CT) combined for nine bits to power the top-seeded Hastern Connecticut State
Umiversity baschall team to a 13-2 victory over fifth-seeded SulTolk University Thursday moming
in an elimination game of the 2009 NCAA Division I New England Regional Teurnament at the
Lastern Baseball Stadiwm.

Eastern (36-7) advances in the loscrs™ bracket Friday at 1:15 p.m. against the loser of a late
Thursday night game between second-seeded University of Southern Maine and third-seeded
Trinity College. Suffolk (34-1 1) s chnunated from its fourth NCAA tournament afier losing
consceulive nine-inning games for the first time this season. In Wednesday’s 7-0 first-round loss
to fourth-seeded WPE Suffolk scored four rung in the eighth to tic the contest belore the
Engineers scored the go-ahead run in the cighth.

Five of the seven hits were singles against Musson (9-0), who struck out the side once and fanned
two in the first and two in the ninth. A first-year transfer from the University of Connecticut,
Musson becomes the fifth pitcher in program history to win as many as nine gancs in a scason
withoul a loss. Seven different Suffelk batters had one hil each

With the win, Eastern avoids losing its {irst two games in the New England Regional since 1980,

Hitless with three strikeouts in Wednesday’s [0-6 opening loss to Babson College, Bass had five
straight hits Thursday after striking out in the first. He drove in three runs and scored two as the
No. 2 batter in the lineup. Batting leadofT, Parke also reached safely five times with four hits and
a walk. He scored four runs and drove in two. In two lournament games, Parke is 7-for-10 with

three RBI and four runs scored.

Shawn Gilblair (Windham, CT) drove in four runs with a ground ball, two sacrifice flics and a
single. Robert Perry (Manchester, CT) added three hits and scored two runs.

Bobby Barrett (Miléon, MA) drove in both Suffolk runs with a first-inning ground ball and
third-inning double.

Eastern Conn, 13, Suffolk U. 2

Easiern (36-7) 1o 202 502 - 13 16 0
Suffelk (30-11) 101 00O 600 - 2 7

A

Will Musson (9-0) and Steve Cammuso. Reid Jackson (6-4), Dan Delia (7), Jon Handy (9),
Charles Kilgore {9) and Bobby Barrett. 2B-John Parke, Travis Bass (E), Bobby Barrett, Mark
Addesa {S); 3B-hm Schult (E).
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Wednesday, May 13, 2009

SEVEN-RUN SECOND INNING PROPELS BABSON IN NCAAs
Eighi-seeded Beavers shock top-seeded Eastern in tourney opener, 10-6

MANSFIELD, Conn. - The eight-sceded Babson College baseball team scored seven runs in the
top of the second inming - freshman Sean Cleary (Milton, MA} hitting a grand slam lor hus first
collegiate home run — and the Beavers went on (o stun top-seeded and No. 3 nationally-ranked
Fastern Connecticut State University, 18-6, Wednesday afternoon in an opeming-round game of
the 2009 NCAA Division 11l New England Regional Tournament at the Fastern Bascball

Stadium.

Making its first NCAA appearance since 2004, Babson (23-18) moved into a winness’ bracket
game Thursday at 4:30 p.m. against fourth-seeded WPL The Engincers dropped fifth-sceded
Suftoik University in Wednesday morning’s first game.

The loss in the New England Regionat was Eastern’s (35-7) first in 16 games over three previous
tournaments and snaps the Warriors” overall 14-game winning streak this year. Eastern looks to
remain alive Thursday morning against Suffolk in an elimination game at 10 a.m.

Babson had five of their game total of 13 hils in the seven-run sccond inning, when they scored
seven times to push its early fead to 9-0. Team batting leader Billy Besinger (Milton, MA) drove
in the first run of the inning with a single to make it 3-0, and (reshman Travis Jonasson
(Needham, MA) knocked in two more with an epposite-field single to left that kaocked out
Bastern starting pilcher Matt Fontaine (Cranston,, RI). Reficver Mike Tingley (Vernen, CT)
gave up a single on {he first pitch to load the bases, and Cleary faunched the first home run of this
career over the left-field fence to cap the inning.

Babson sophomore righty Andrew Aizenstadt (Norwell, MA) gave up 14 hits but recorded his
sixth complete game of the year in nine starts. Aizenstadt {8-1) threw 158 pitches, striking oul ten
and walking two. Six of his strikeouts came against the No. 2 and No. 3 hitters in the Eastern
lineup.

Cleary drove in five runs in the game with two hits, and Babson cleanup hitter Bryan Evans
(Belaire, TX) was 4-for-5. Besinger had two hits and scored two runs.

Eastern leadoff hitter John Parke (Middlcfield, CT) and Melvin Castilio (Panbury, CT) each
had three hits for Eastern, which carried a .357 batling average into play.

Babson, which won its conference tournament after splitting 12 regular-scason conference games,
has lost three of its Jast four entering the tournament.

Babson College 189, Eastern Conn. 6

Babson College (23-18) 270 (1] 00 - it} 13 !
Lastern Conn. (35-7) {00 500 €10 - 6 14 1

Andrew Aizenstadt (8-1) and Sean Cleary. Matt Fontaine (6-2), Mike Tingley (2}, James Kukucka (2), Wes Dutton (5),
Chris Wojick (8) and Andrew Magliola, Steve Cammiuso (5). 2B-Corey Highfield (B}, John Parke. Shawn Cnibair,
Melvin Castillo, Cammuso (E); HR-Cleary (1} (B).

34
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little east conference

Saturday, May 9, 2009

EASTERN BASEBALL WINS SEVENTH LITTLE EAST TITLE

Warriors average 15 hits and I2 runs in sweeping three games; Gilbiair named MOP

GORHAM, Maine -- Junior third baseman Melvin Castillo {Danbury) tied the Eastern
Connecticut State University career home run record with the 37" and 38" of his (hree-
year career, and junior righty Will Musson (Wethersfield) won his eighth game without
a loss as the second-seeded Warriors won their seventh Little East Conference baseball
tournament championship in 13 years with a 14-5 win over third-sceded Keene State
College Saturday afternoon,

By winning its 14" consecutive game, No. 6 nationally-ranked Eastern (35-6) earns an
automatic bid to its 30" NCAA Division 11l tournament in the 34-year history of the
championship. Eastern will host the New England regional tournament, beginning
Wednesday at the Eastern Baseball Stadium.

The entire 54-team tournament field and pairings will be released Monday.

In addition to Eastern, other automatic qualifiers from New England include Husson
College (North Atlantic Conference), Western New England College (The
Commonwealth Coast Conference), Babson College (New England Women’s and Men’s
Athletic Conference), Suffolk University (Great Northeast Athletic Conference), and
Westficld State College (Massachusetts State College Athletic Conference). A seventh
automatic qualifier from New England will be determined Sunday during the New
England Small College Athletic Conference (NESCAC) championship game.

Eastern senior left-handed pitcher/designated hitter Shawn Gilblair (Windham) was
named the tournament’s Most Outstanding Player for the third time in his four-year
carcer. Gilblair pitched the first seven innings in Eastern’s 14-6 win over No. 1 seeded
and No. 1 nationally-ranked Southern Maine Friday, and batted .538 (7-for-13)} with eight
RBI, and five runs scored in the tournament. Gilblair had three hits and four RBI against
Southemn Maine and two hits in ¢ach of two wins against Keene State. He also scored
three times and drove in two runs Saturday.

- _ (more)

E-MAIL: molta@easternct.edu
- WEB SITE: hitp://iwww easternct. edi/depls/athletics ™ :
MAILING ADDRESS: Sports Center, Eastern Connecticut State University, 83 Windham St.
Willimantic, CT 06226



222222222222222222 ot 2

Saturday, Castillo hit his 12" home run of the year in a four-run Eastern first inning - a
three-run blast -- and added his 13" in a three-run eighth - a two-run shot. Castillo’s
home runs give him 38 in his career. tying the 3 1-year-old carcer record set by All-
America Don Fusart (1975-78).He finished with three hits, five RBI and two runs scored
Saturday. The home run total is one shy of his career-high, set as a 2007 freshman All-
America.

A first-year transfer from the University of Connecticut, Musson pitched a six-hitter over
seven innings, giving up only one carned run with three strikeouts and four walks, On the
season, Musson 1s 8-0 with a save and 2.58 ERA, and 65 strikcouts in 59 173 innings.

Eastern batted .391 m the tournament with 14 of its 45 hits good for extra-base hits. The
Warriors averaged 12 runs per game in the tournament.

Lastern has won five of the last seven LEC tournament titles (three ot the Jast four), three
of the crowns coming when the tournament has been hosted four times by Southern
Maine.

Keene State (25-16) won last year’s tournament, climinating Eastern 1-0 in the
semifinais, The Owls climinated Southern Maine, 7-2, Saturday morming lo move into the
championship round against Eastern. Keene needed two wins against the Warriors Lo
claim the title.

Fastern advanced o this weekend's four-team, double-elimimation tournament after
sweeping Western Connecticut State University in last weekend’s best-of-three series.

Other top tournament hitters for Eastern:

-- Sophomore rightficlder Jim Schult (Wappingers Falls, NY) was 7-for-14 with cight
RBI and six runs scored. He hit three home runs and also doubled. He hit a solo home run
leading off the eighth Saturday.

-~ Castilio was 6-for-12 with cight RBI and four runs scored

- Junior centerliclder Joe Cousineau {Newinglon) was 4-1or-9, with all of his hits
coming in Thursday’s 7-3 win over Keene State.

-- Sophomore lelificlder Robert Perry (Manchester) was 5-for-14.
-- Junior righty Matt Fontaine (Cranston, RI) pitched the first seven innings ol
Thursday’s win over Keene, before darkness halted the game and forced a Friday

morning resumption. Fontaine gave up only six hitswith four strikcouts and two walks.

34—



Friday, May 8, 2009

EASTERN BASEBALL 2-0 IN LITTLE EAST CONFERENCE TOURNAMENT
Warriors move into championship round as only unbeaten team Fesaining

GORHAM, Maine - The Fastern Connecticut State University baseball team completed a
Thursday aflernoon game against Keene State College with a 7-3 win F riday morning,
then battered five University of Southern Maine pitchers for 16 hits to down the top-
seeded Huskices, 14-6, in a winners” bracket game later Friday afternoon to move into the
championship round of the 2009 Little Bast Conference.

Ranked sixth m Division HE Eastern (34-0) moves into the championship round of (he
double-chmination ournament. needing one win to claim s seven conference playoll
title in the 13-year history of the championship. No. 1 nationally-ranked Southern Maine
(35-6) faces third-sceded Keene State College (24-15) Saturday at 11 a.m. The winner
retums at 2:30 to face Eastern. A final game, it nceded, is scheduled for Sunday at noon.

After losing to Bastern Friday morning, Keene remained alive by elimmating lourth-
seeded Massachusetts Boston, 9-6, Friday.

First-ycar University of Connecticut right-handed pitcher Wil Musson (Wethersfield) is
expected to open on the mound Saturday. Musson (7-1, 2.75) has not scen tournament
action yet,

Alter atlowing eight hits in four innings in a 7-1 loss to Sotthern Maine March 28, senior
lefty Shawn Gilblair (Windham) handeuffed the Huskies on seven hits through seven
mnings and was backed by Eastern’s 16-hit offense. Gilblair also hit his eighth home run
of the season, with sophomore Jim Schult (Wappingers Falls, NY) adding his seventh
a grand skam in a five-run second inning — and sophomore Robert Perry (Manchester)
smacking his sccond of the year.

Fastern has matched its season-opening winning streak of 13 with the wiumph over
Southern Maine, which is 6-3 in its last nine alier capturing 17 in a row.

{more)



222222222222222222 of 2

The top five hitters in the Lastern lneup — juniors John Parke (Middieficld) and Travis
Bass (West Hartford), Schult. Giblair and junior Melvin Castille (Danbury)
accounted tor 1 hats, T RBLand 12 runs scored. Gilbiair had three hits and Tour RBI.
Schulttwoe hits, five RBI and two runs scored, Bass two hits and lour runs scored, and
Parke two hits and three runs scored.

southern Maine junior lefty Collin Henry lost for the second time in two starts this year
against Eastern. Unable to get out of the first inning in an 8-4 loss to the Warriors March
28, Henry was charged with seven runs on seven hits and five walks belore departing two
batters into the fourth inning Friday.

Southern Maine had pounded Eastern, 14-3, in the second round of last vear’s tournanent
and the Warriors were eliminated in their fourth game, 1-0, by Keene, which went on o
its first ttle.

Eastern finishes win over Keene

Eastern ted Keene State College, 6-3. when the game was halted after seven innings duc
to darkness Thursday evening.

Junior righty Matt Fontaine (Cranston, RI) had given up only three runs on six hits
with Lour strikeouts and w walk through seven mmmgs, and junior lelty Wes Dutton
{(Waterbury) closced the victory over Keene State (23-15) with the lnal two scoreless
innings. Schult hit a solo home run i the bottom ol the cighth inning to round out the
scorig.

Lastern snapped a 2-2 tie by scoring three runs in the bottom of the fifth inning on a two-
run singlc by junior Castiflo and an RBI triple with two out by junior Joe Cousineau
(Newington). Cousineau’s triple chased Keene starter Jeft Raymond in favor of Corey
YVogl.

Cousmeau had four ol Eastern’s 13 hits, adding a double to go along with his RBI triple,
Grilblair doubled and singled and drove in two runs, while Parke and Schult also had two

hits in Bastern™s 13-hit atlack.
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Tuesday, May 5, 2009

EASTERN BASEBALL RALLIES FROM EARLY DEFICIT FOR VICTORY
Down by four in first inning, Warriors use seven-run eighth to puil away, 13-4

MANSFIELD, Conn, — Senior Shawn Gilblair (Windham) cracked a go-ahead two-run home
run in the seventh inning off the first pitch he saw from Roger Williams Lintversity relief pitcher
Ryan Willette (Middletown, MA) and the Eastern Connecticut State University baseball team
went on 1o a 13-4 non-conference win Tuesday night in its final regular-scason home game of the
year,

The win is the 11" straight for Eastern (32-6), ranked fourth nationally and second in New
England. The Warriors open play in the four-team, double-elimination Little East Conference
tournament Thursday at 3 p.n. against Keene State College at Towers Ficld on the University of
Southern Maine campus.

Trailing 4-0 after one inning, Eastern got three back in the fourth on an infield ground ball and
Junior Joe Cousineau’s (Newingt()n) two-out, two-run oppostte field double, went ahead for
good by scoring three more in the seventh, and tacked on seven insurance runs in the eighth,
Sophomore Jim Schult (Wappingers Falls, NY) tied the game with a single on the first (and
final} pitch he saw from losing pitcher Dan Roberge (Qakdalc), and Giblair greeted Willette with
a two-run home run to right-center that gave Eastemn its first lcad, 6-4. Eleven batters came to the
plate in the eighth when the Warriors scored seven times on four hits, three hit batsmen and an
infield throwing error.

Five of the top six hitters in the Easlern lineup had two hits each and combined to score nine runs
and drove in six, with Tristan Hobbes (Utica, NY) collecting three hits.Gilblair drove in three
runs with his seventh home run of the season and an RBI double in the seventh-run eighth. Schult
had two hits, scored two runs and drove in two,

Four Eastern pitchers combined for 14 strikeouts and no walks. After giving up four runs on three
hits in the first inning, Schult aliowed only one hit over the next four innings while fanning seven,
but departed on the short end of a 4-3 score. Senior James Kukueka (Vernon) pitcked up his
third win in four decisions with two scorcless innings. Kukucka fanned the side in the seventh
and earned the win on the strength of Eastern’s three-run seventh.

[First-year sophomore Reb Perry (Manchester) reached twice in the cighth inning on a hit-by-
piich and RBI single and scored the team’s first run.

Cleanup hitter Kevin Simpson of Roger Williams (20-20-1) had a bases-clearing double and Jater
scored in the inning 1o stake the Mawks to a quick 4-0 Icad, but the visitors managed only two hits
the rest of the way.

The game was the final regular-season home one for seniers Gilblair, Hobbes, Kukucka and

Andrew Maglicla (East Haven). I
E-MAIL: moEta@easfemcf edu

- WEB SITE: hitp://www.easterncl.edu/depts/athletics™
MAILING ADDRESS: Sports Center, Eastern Connecticut State University, 83 Wmdham St
Willimantic, CT 06226




Saturday, May 2, 2009

EASTERN BASEBALL ADVANCES IN LITTLE EAST PLAYOFFS
No. 2-seeded Warriors rough up No. 7 Western to win best-of-three series 10-2, 20-1

MANSFIELD, Conn, -- Eight playcrs had at least three hits and five hit home runs as the No. 2-seeded
Eastern Connecticut State University baseball team crushed seventh-seeded Western Connecticut State
Uriversity, 10-2, 20-1, to advance in the 2009 Little East Conference tournament Saturday afternoon at the
Eastern Baseball Stadium.

Ranked No. 7 nationally, Eastern (31-6) was one of the top four seeds 1o sweep their respective best-of-
three series Saturday and advance to the three-day, four-team, double-eiimination LEC tournament
beginning Thursday at Towers Field on the University of Southern Maine campus. The Warriors will face
Ne. 3 seed Keene State College (23-14) in the second of two games Thursday at 3 p.m.. Top-seeded
Southern Maine (34-5) meets No. 4 seeded Massachusetts Boston (19-2() in Thursday’s noon opener.

All-America senior lefty Shawn Gilblair (Windham) went the first eight innings in the opener 1o gain his
sixth win in seven decisions, and first-year junior righty Will Mussen (Wethersfield) pitched the first
seven innings to remain undefeated (7-0) in the nightcap. Gilblair gave up five hits while fanning ten and
walking one while Musson struck out ter without a walk and scattered four hits without surrendering an
earned run.

The first-game win provided Eastern with its ninth straight season of at least 30 victories.

Western senior righty Alex Zancan, who had pitched a complete-game eight-hitter in his team’s 5-3 win
over Eastern April 10, was charged with 11 earnced runs on 11 hits over the first two innings of the nightcap
Saturday,

In the second game, freshman catcher Steve Cammuso (Rutland, MA) reached base [ive times with three
doubles, a home run and walk, drove in five runs and scored four.

On the afternoon, sephemore rightficlder Jim Schult (Wappingers Falls, NY) reached base scven times
with five hits and two walks. He matched Cammuso with three doubles and a home run. Junior third
baseman Melvin Castillo (Danbury) drove in five runs on the day with a double, triple and his 36" career
home run {team-leading 11" of the season) which moved hin: to within two of the 3i-year-old carcer home
run record. Junior shortstop Travis Bass (West Hartford) had four hits, including a double and tripie,
scored four runs and drove in four. The second of Bass® three hits in the second game gave him 100" career

hits at Eastern.

In addition to posting his 26" career pitching win — tying him for sixth all-time — Giiblair had three hits -
including a double and his sixth home run of the season - drove in four runs and scored three in the
doubleheader, Gilblair and Bass both drove in four runs in the second game. [n the opener, junior first
baseman Andrew Dewing (Swampscott, MA} reached safely four times with a single, home run and two
walks,

Eastern hosts Roger Williams University Tuesday at 7 pam.
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Wednesday, April 29, 2009

EASTERN'S FONTAINE OVERPOWERS WHEATON IN 11-0 VICTORY

Junior vighty fans 13, allows only four baserunners in seven innings in baseball win

MANSFIELD, Conn. - Jusior righty Matt Fontaine (Cranston, RI) dominated Wheaton
College by allowing ouly four baserunners and striking out 13 balters as the Lastern Conniccticut
State University baseball team topped the Lyons, [1-0, Wednesday night at the Eastern Bascball
Stadium,

Ranked No. 9 in Division N and third in New Fagland, Eastern (29-6) moves Lo within a victory
of its ninth straight 30-win season. The Warriors have won at least 30 games in 25 ol the last 36
seasons under 41 st-year coach Bill Holowaty. Ranked (ifth in New England. Wheaton (29-10)
has dropped seven of its last 12 and is 12-9 since opening the scason with a 17-1 record. The
Warriors have won their last eight. Fastern won its first 13 games this year but Jost six of1ls next
14 belore putting together its current cighi-game winning streak.

Fontaine (5-1) faced the minimum |12 batters through the first four innimgs. In seven innings, e
allowed two hits and walked one and one also reached on an infield ervor. He struck out the side
in the (ifth and sixth, fanning at least two in all but one inning.

Seniors Shawn Gilblair (Windham) and Andrew Magliola (East Haven)y and junior Melvin
Castillo (Danbury) all had two hits in Eastern's 12-hit attack which featured four doubles.
Gilblair and No. 9 hitder Shane Kingsley (Beacon Falls) cach scored twice and senior Tristan
Hobbes (Utica, NY) drove in two runs.

Sophomore Hm Schult (Wappingers FFalls, NY) and junior John Parke (Middleficld)
extending current hitting streaks o 11 and ten, respectively, with one hit cach. Schult doubled and
scored in the third and Parke had an RI31 single in bis fnal at-bat in the seventh.

Cleanup hitter Sean Munley broke up Fontaine’s perfect game with a leadolTsingle cleanly
tdyrough the right side of the mfield in the 1t inning, and also reached on a walk with one out in
the seventh. Hadi Raad reached on an ervor leading off the sixth and Paul Malaguti singled with
two oul and Munley on firstin the seventh. Munley was the only Wheaton runner to reach third
when he advanced on Malaguti's single. but Fontaine finished his night's work with an innimg-
ending sirikeout on a 3-2 pitch.

Fasiern hosts Western Connecticut State University this weekend in best-ol-three series m the
opening round of the Little East Conlereace lournament. The teams play twice Saturday
beginning at 2 p.m. A third game, in needed, is scheduled Tor Sunday at time TBA.

Easicrn Conn. 11, Wheatou College (MA) O

Wheaton {29-10) 000 000 GO0 -0 3
Eastern Conn, (29-0) 021 400 31x — 11 121

Louie Bernardini (3-3), Kevin Calabro {0), Jared Barnes (7). Chad Kasik (8) and Jeit Lieneck.
Matt Fontaine (5-1). Wes Dutton (8), Chris Wojick (9) and Andrew Magliola. 2B-Hal Landers
(W, Jim Schule. Melvin Castilio, Andrew Dewing, Joe Cousineau {12).



Monday, April 27, 2009

SIX-RUN SECOND INNING PROPELS EASTERN, 8-4

Against Tufts, Bass homers and doubles twice, Tingley shavp in relief

MANSFIELD, Conn. - Junior Travis Bass (West Hartford) and sophomore Robert Perry
{Manchester) each hit second-inning home runs and drove in three runs in the game and junior
lefty Mike Tingley (Roeckvifle) provided timely middle relicf as the Eastern Connecticut State
Universily baseball teanm held off Tufts Umiversity, 8-4, Monday night at the Eastern [Baseball
stadium

The win is the seventh straight for Fastern (28-6), ranked No. 9 nationally and third in New
England. Tulis (16-16} had won four straight. cight of nine and 11 of 13 entening play.

Perry and Bass hit home runs in a six-run Eastera second inning and Bass added an RB double
and scored when (he Warriors tacked on two key insurance runs in the top of the cighth alier the
Jumbos had whiltied the lead to two by scoring five uncarned runs in the top of the fifth inning.

With Pat O'Donnell pitching effectively in reliel, Tufts scored four uncarned runs in the fifih
inning on on four hits (two of them inficld hits) and three Eastern errors to cut @ six-run dellicit to
6-4. Still trailing by two, Tufls threatened in the seventh by loading the bases with one out. At
that point, Tingley took over for sophomore right-handed starter Jim Schult (Wappingers Fails,
NY) and ended the threat by getting cleanup hitter Nate Banko[T on @ swinging third sirike, and
inducing a ground ball to second. Tingley struck out the side in the ninth hefore departing afler
walking the first batter of the ninth.

Schult {3-0) atlowed seven hits, lanning six and walking two before giving way 0 Tingley
O'Donnell gave up only two hits with seven strikeouts in five innings o keep Tufts close at () 4.
In the eighth after there were two oul, junior Johin Parke (Middleficld) singled and Bass plated
him with a double to make it 7-4 and Schult singled to make 1t 8-4.

Bass and Schult each had three hits while Sam Sager and LeResche had two hits apicce for Tufls.
LeResche had a two-run single in Tults' four-run fifth.

Fastern hosts Wheaion College (MA) Wednesday at 7 pan

Fastern Conn. 8, Tufis U. 4

-2

Tufis U. {16-16) 000 040 000 -4 7
LCastern Conn. {28-0) 060 000 02x -8 10

S|

Chase Rose (0-3), Pai O'Donnell (3) and Alex Perry. Jim Schuit (3-0), Mike Tingley (7). Wes
Dutton (9) and Andrew Magliola. 2B- David LeResche, Rose (T), Travis Bass 2. Schult 2 (B):

HR-Bass (3), Robert Perry (1} ().



Saturday, April 25, 2009

EASTERN BASEBALL ROCKS UMASS BOSTON, 32-4. 8-6

Southern Maine matches Warriors’ sweep to nail down tournament’s top seed

WALTHAM, Mass. — The Eastern Connecticut State University baseball team tied a 27-year-old
record with 29 hits in a 32-4 win over the University of Massachusclts Boston in the lirst game en
roule to a Litle East Conference doublehcader sweep al Yetten Field.

Eastern (27-6, 11-3 littic cast) completed conference regular-season play with its eighth stratght
LEC win in the nightcap, racing out to a 7-1 lead and holding on for an 8-6 victory. The
University of Southern Maine clinched its first outright LEC regular-season championship since
2001 by sweeping Rhode Isiand College, 3-0, 14-11 Saturday.

The top lour seeds in the final standings will host {irst-round best-of-three scries this weekend.
The four series winners will advance to a four-team double-elimination LEC tournament May 7-
Y, hosted by the top remaining seed. Unofficially, Eastern will host the undetermined No. 7 seed
Satwrday in a doubfeheader, [ the teams split. a final game is scheduled for Sunday.

[ the first game, Hastern tied a 27-year-old record by collecting 29 hits against six UMass
Boston (14-20, 6-6 little cast). The Warriors’ run total fell one shy of the program record.
Fourteen players had at least one hit in the [irst game, with sophomore Robert Perry
(Manchester) tying the program record by recording three of the team’s program-record 11
doubles. Scnior Tristan Hobbes (Utiea, NY) hit his second carcer grand slam in the eighth
inning and junior Melvin Castillo (Danbury) unloaded u bases-clearing tripic in an cight-run
sixth, Batting 1-2 in the lineup, juniors John Parke (Middlefield) and Fravis Bass {West
Hartford) each had four hits and combined to score seven runs and drive in five. Perry had five
hits, scored four runs and drove in three.

Sophomore tefty BHE Roveto (South Windsor) carncd a three-inning save (his first career
decision) i refief of senior lefiy Shawn Gilblair (Windham). Roveto is the son of former
Eastern pitcher Rob Roveto. who was credited wilh a three-tnning save in the 1982 national
champion game win over Cal State Stanislaus. As-a-pinchluitter {reshman-Keevin Keys
{Kairfield) registered the first two collegiale-hits-of his-careerand-also-seored-two runs.

tn the second game, Parke hit a leadofT home run and the Warriors carried a 7-1 lead into the
eighth inning. Junior Will Mussen (Wethersficld) remained unbeaten in six starts this year,
pitching into the eighth , He fanned nine and walked two. Senior James Kukucka (Vernon)
allowed a sacrifice fly but stranded the tying run on [irst (o record his first save.

In the doubleheader, Perry totaled eight hits (four doubles), scored six runs and drove in four.
Bass and Parke (two doubles, a triple and home run) each had seven hits and four RB1 and
combined to score 11 runs. Hobbes drove in five runs, Castillo and sophomore Jim Schait
C(Wappingers Falls, NY) four cach.

=30



Friday, April 24, 2009

EASTERN BASEBALL POWERS PAST WESTERN CONNECTICUT, 14-4
Coupled with loss by Southern Maine, Warriors’ hopes for LEC's top seed ulive

MANSFIELD, Conn. - Junior righty Matt Fentaine (Cranston, R1) struck oul ten

Western Connecticut State University batters for the second time in two weeks and ju mor

third baseman Melvin Castille (Banbury) lashed two home runs to power the Faster

Connecticut State University baseball team to a 14-5 Ligtle East Conference victory
Iriday altermoon at the Eastern Bascball Stadium.

The conference win is the {1fth straight for Fastern (25-6, 9-3 Hile cast) since dropping a
5-3 ic,_(, ssion here 1o Western (11-19.3-7 Titde east ) The Colonials have tost eight of their
Jast nine since defeating Fastern two weeks ago.

i
-
3-

Lastern’s win, coupled with the University of Southern Mame’s 5-0 home loss to
Massachuscetts Boston Friday, moves the Warriors to within a game ol the conference-
lcading Huskies, Ranked No. i Division HI, Southern Maine s 10-2 in the LEC. An
Eastern sweep at UMass Boston Saturday, coupled with one Southern Mame loss to
visiting Rhede Island College in Saturady’s doubleheader, would give Lastern the No. |
tournament sced.

Pinned with the loss against Western two weeks ago, Fontaine (4-13 aliowed two carned
runs on eight hits Friday. He struck out ten and did not issuc a walk. In his loss w
Western, Fontaine was knocked out of the game while the Colonials were scoring the go-
ahead runs in the eighth g, He fanne ten and walked only one in that game but gave
up ten hits and five earned runs.

Castillo socked a solo home run to snap a 3-3 tie 1 the [th and ripped a two-run bome
run m the ninth. FHe finished with thre of Eastern’s 15 hits and scored four runs. Castillo
now has a team-leading ten homc runs this vear and 33 in his threg-vear carcer. The
homers moved him shead of Mark Riemer iito third place all-time on the Hastern home
run fst behind Don Fusarn {3?5} and and Dwight Wildman (37}

Batting ninth in the order, senior catcher Andrew Magliola (Kast Haven) rcached base
five fimes with three hits (two doubles) and two walks. He drove in three runs and scored
one. The top two hitters in the Lastern lineup -- junior second baseman John Parke
(Middlefield) and junior shortstop Travis Bass (West Hartford) - cach drove in two
runs, as did senior 211 Shawn Gilblair (Windham).

Leading 7-3. Lastern broke the game open with live runs i the cighth inning on fve hits,
a walk and hit batseman. Sophomore rightfielder Jim Schult (Wappingers Falls, NY)
tripled and scored the first run on Gilblair's double. Gitblair scored on Castillo’s singic
and Parke later plated one with a single.

{maore)
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Western junior righty Steve Bainer (Prospect) allowed only cight hits before being
removed iin the seenth, but walked six and hit two balters.Senior first baseman Mali
Perper (New City, NY) had two hits and scored two runs lor Western, with junior D
Dan Baccaro (Berlin) and freshman rightfielderMike Yates (Guilford) also picking up
itwo ol the Colonials™ game tolal of 13 hits. With Western trailing 3-0, No. 8 hitter Yates
doubled and scored on a single by Baccaro for the Colonials® first run, and Western tied
the game with two runs in the fourth on RBI singles by Yates and No. 9 hitier Dan
Amarante (Cheshire).

Eastern Conn. 14, Western Conn. 8

Eastern Conn, (25-6, 9-3 little east) 030 012 152 - 14 15 4
Western Conn. (11-19, 3-7 little cast)001 2000 020 -- 5 i3 O

Matt Fontaine (4-1), James Kukucka (8), Chris Wojick (9) and Andrew Maghiola, Steve
Cammuso (8). Steve Bainer (1-5), Mike Baccaro (7), Billy Thompson (93 and Rob
Bedard, Tommy Coppola (9). 2B-Magliola 2, Shawn Gilblair (1), Zach Dandrea, Mike
Yates (W) 3B-Jim Schult (1) HR-Melvin Castillo 2 (10) (1),



saturday, April 18, 2009

EASTERN BASEBALL RALLIES TWICE TO SWEEP KEENE STATE, 6-4. 16-5
Parke’s bases-loaded double keys sinth-inning comeback in opener of Littte East pair

KEENEL, N.H. — Junior John Parke (Middiefield) doubled home three runs with two out
in the top of the ninth inning of the opener to give the Fastern Connecticut State
University bascball wam a 6-4 come-from-behind win over Keene State College and the
Warrtiors went on o a key Litde East Conference doubleheader sweep Saturday aflernoon
at Owl Stadium.

(1 the second game, Eastern (24-6, 8-3 fittle cast) scored ten runs in an inning for the
sccond time in three games as the Warriors rallied from an carly S-1 deficit to complete
the sweep with a 16-5 victory. The sccond game was stopped afler seven innings due (o
the conference’s ten-run rule which takes effect in the second game of doubieheaders.

Ranked No. 10 nationally. the Warriors have won five straight conference eames in the
span of six days. Keene (15-12, 4-6 litile cast) is the defending conference regular-scason
and playolT champion and eliminated Eastern from last year’s LEC tournament with a -0
Wwin,

With the sweep. Eastern remains one game behind conference leader University of

Southern Marae (8-1). but has played two more vames, The Tuskies face Western
e g

Connecticut State University Sunday in a doublcheader.

Senior righty James Kukucka (Vernon) pitched two hitless innings in reliel to cam the
first-game win in reliel of senior Jefi-handed starter Shawn Gilblair (Windham), whi
Junior lefty Mike Tingley (Rockville) was credited with the second-game win with
innings of two-hit relief. Tingley allowed two runs -- both of which were uncarned 0 -
while fanning five and walking two. Gilblair struck out ten over the {irst seven inmmings
and left on the short end of 4-2 score.

le
143

The ten-run fifth imning in the second same blew open a 16-5 Hastern lead. Bastern had
seven hits and two stolen bases in the fnning and Keene walked three batters, hit one and
commited an error. For the second time in three games, Parke had two hits in an inning.
[e drove in the [irst two runs with a single and plated the final run with a double.
Sophomorce Jim Schult (Wappingers Falls, NY). Gilblair and junior Jee Cousineau
(Newington) all doubled in runs in the inning. and sophomore Chris Cannata
(Southington) tripled i another. Parke, sophomore Rob Perry (Manchester),
Cousineau and Cannata all reached safely twice in the inning. Parke and Cousincau both
had two hits, Perry walked twice, and Cannata tipled and was hit-by-pitch.
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Tratlimg 4-2 in the ninth inning of the 1irst game. Gilblair and junior Melvin Castillo
{(Banbury) opencd the inning with singles and senior Tristan Hobbes (Utica, NY) made
it 4-3 with a double. With the bases foaded and two out. Parke cleared the bases with 4
three-run double o right-center on a 1-2 pitch.

Parke has had at least two hits i cach ol the last four eames. He is 9-for-18 with seven
RBIand seven runs scored in that streteh.

In the doublcheader, Parke drove in six runs and Schuit five. Schult hit a two-run heme
run i the third mning of the first game (his [ilth of the year) to give Lastern a 2-0 Jlead.
Gitblatr and Parke cach had four hits in the doublehcader, Schult, Tobbes and Cousincau
with three cach. Parke, Schult, Cannata and Perry all scored three runs. Twelve of
Lastern™s 21 hits on the day went for extra basces.

Eastern visits 2008 national champion Trinity College Tuesday at 3:30 p.m.

=



Friday, Aprid 17, 2009

THREE-RUN HOME RUNS SPARK FASTERN BASEBALL, 18-]

Gilhlair, Schult and Hobbes sock home runs in LEC win over UMass Dartmoutd

MANSFIELD, Conn. — Shawn Gilblair {Windhzun) and Jim Schult (Wappingers Falls, NY)
hit bookend threc-run home runs i a ten-run first inning and Tristan Hebbes (Utica, NY) added
a three-run shol in a seven-run [ifth as the Eastern Connecticut State University baseball team
routed the University of Massachusetts Dartmouth, 18-1, Friday alternooen in a Liitic East
Conference game.

Ranked No. 10 nationally, Fastern (22-0. 6-3 little east) coliceted cight bits i the first inning —
sending 13 batters to the plate - and added five hits in the filth in gaining a split of the regular-
season serics with UMass Dartmouth (0-17, 3-4 little cast). Adam Gustafson and Kyle Maerrill
combined on a seven-hitter two weeks ago in the Corsairs” 4-3 win over visiting tastern.

In the first inning Friday, Fastern hit for the eycle. Gilblair launched a three-run home run to give
the Warriors a 3-0 lead, Joe Cousineau (Newinglon) had a twe-run iriple 1o make 1t >-0, and
Chris Cannata {Southingten) had an RBI double 1o make it 6-0. Schult capped the inning with a
three-run home run with two oul in the inning, In the seven-run fifth inning. Hobbes stroked
three-run home run on the firsi pitel to make 11 17-0.

John Parke (Middletield) batted twice in both the first and fifth innings. in the first, he singled
twice and scored twice, and in the [ifth he walked and scored. Travis Bass (West Hartford) also
reached twice and scored twice in the first inning with a hit-by- péici' and RBI single. In addition
to s three-run home run, Gilblair added a two-run single mthe i, Cousineau finished will
three RBI, adding an RBI single in the seventh afier his two-run mple in the first,

Light batters had at least two hits, Melvin Castitlo (Danbury) led the Warriors with three hits
and also scored three runs. Parke, Bass, Gillbair, Hobbes, Cousineau, Robert Perry
{(Mantchester) and Cannata all added two hits in the 19-hit atlack.

Junior righty Matt Fontaine (Cransten, RI) pitched a season-high cight innings to gain his third
win in four decisions. Fontaine allowed six hits and hit two batlers while striking out three.
Freshman righty Jeff Morris (Old Saybrook) walked one in a scoreless ninth inning m his
collegiate debul.

Hastern visits 2008 conference regular-scason and playolT champion Keene State College in
noon doubicheader. UMass visits conlerence Jeader University ol Southern Maine {or a noon
twinbitl

Fastern Conn. 18, Massachusetts Dartmouth 1

UMass Dartmouth {(6-17, 3-4 little cast) 0 00 000 010 - 6 3
FEastern Conn. (22-6, 6-3 httlc, cast) (1oG 070 10x - 13 19

Brian Pedrotti (0-d). Chris Contre (33, John Quigg (6). Pat Lavey (8) and Zac Talis, Jivic
Rodnguez (7). Mail Fontaine (3-13, Ed (Morris (9) and Chrrs ('zumzzm Steve Cammuso {(8). 213-
Jeff Macchi, Dan DeMello (MD), Tristan Hobbes, Cannata (E); 3B-Joe Cousincau (F): HR-Jim

Schutt (31, Shawn Gilblair (33, Hobbes (53 (E).



Wednesday, April 15, 2009

EASTERN BASEBALL RALLIES IN NINTH, BUT FALLS TO BRIDGEWATER, 5-4
Warriors tie game with two-out rally, but hand decision 1o Bears in botiom of mintls

BRIDGWATER, Mass. - The Eastern Connecticul State University bascball team staged
a two-out minth-inning rally to tie the game, but handed the game over to Bridgewater
State College in the bottom of the mning in a 5-4 non-conference loss at Alumni Park
Wednesday afternoon.

Two-out RBI singles by junior ‘Travis Bass (West Hartford) and Shawn Gilblair
{(Windham) pulled Eastern (21-6) even in the top of the ninth, 4-4. After the Warriors
left the go-ahead run in scoring position in that inning, Bridgewater combined a double
with a walk, two wild pitches and a passed ball to win its (ifth straight and hand Fastern
its sixth foss inits last 14 games. The Warriors had beaten Bridgewater cight of the fast
nine times the teams had met.

Sophomare righty Jim Schult (Wappingers Falls, NY) pitched six strong innings (one
run, three hits, four strikcouts, two bit batters and a walk) for Fastern but deparied with
the score tied at [-all. The Warriors took their only lead of the game by scoring a run
with two outs in the top of the seventh on three hits, with junior Joe Cousincau
{Newington) plating freshman Steve Cammuso (Rutland, MA) with a single on an -2
pitch.

Three Bastern pitchers could not prevent the Bears from scoring three runs in the bottom
of the eighth on four hits, two wild pitches, a throwing crror and a sacrifice {1y to take a
4-2 lead. Brian Medairos drove in two of the runs with a two-out single.

Bridgewater freshman righty Jim Balboni stopped Eastern on two hits over five innings.
He carried a 1-0 lead into the fifth before Parke drove i sophomore Shane Kingsley
{Beacons Falls) with a single to tic the game at 1-all,

Parke had three of Eastern™s nine hits and Gilblair had two.

In the game, Eastern commited three ervors and five pitchers combined 1o hit three batters
and throw tour wild pitches. The Warriors also had a runner thrown out stealing, was

penalized for catcher’s interference, and had a passed ball.

Eastern hosts Massachusetts Dartmouth Friday at 3 pom.ina Little Fast Conference
game.

Bridgewater State College 5, Fastern Conn. 4

Fastern Conn, (21-63 004 G110 P02 - 4 9
Bridgewater State (16-11) 001 000 031 - 3 Y }

None out when winning run scored.

By Sehult, James Kukucka (7). Wes Dutton (8), Chris Wojick (8), Mall Fontaine (93 and
Steve Cammuse. Jim Balboni. Bitly Blaisdell (6}, Brian Guillotie {9) and Kelly Lallow,
WP-Guillotic (5-0). LP-Waojick (2-2). 2B-Melvin Castillo (E), LalDow 2. Brad Koneski
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Monday, Aprii 13, 2009

BEHIND DOMINANT STARTING PITCHING, EASTERN BASEBALL SWEEPS
Neither Gilbiair nor Musson alfow an earned run in Warriors’ 6-1, 1-4 wins over RIC

MANSFIELD, Conan. - Behind standout starting pitching [rom sentor tefty Shawn Gilblair
(Windham) and junior righty Will Musson (Wethersfield), the Eastern Connecticut State
University bascball team snapped a two-game losing streak with a 6-1, 11-4 Littie East
Conlerence doubleheader sweep of Rhode fsland Coliege Monday allernoon at the Bastern
Baseball Stadium.

Gilblair (4-1) wave up only one hitin eight innings ol the opener and Musson (5-0) surrendered
only three hits in seven innings of the mighteap as No. | nationaliv-ranked Castern (21-5, 5-3 Jittle
east) extended its winning streak over Rhode Island (16-10, 2-0 hittie east) to len in & row.

Now 24-7 lifetime, Gilblair carried a no-hitter and a 0-0 lead into the seventh inming before senior
centerfielder B.J. Dovyan (Douglas, MA) singled through the box on a 1-0 pitch with one oul.
Gilblair Ninished with double-digit strikeouts (11} (or the sccond straight start. e walked threc
and hit two batters. Gilblair alse became the 157 player in program history with as many as 200
hits when he singled and scored in the third inning of the opener.

After allowing two unearned runs in the second on two passed balis, a wild pitch and inficld
single, Musson gave up only one it - retiving 17 of his final 19 baters before departing alter
seven innings with a 10-2 lead. He struek out seven and walked two.

In the doubleheader, junior shortstop Travis Bass {West Hartford) reached seven times with
four hits and three walks and scoved six runs and stole two bases. Jfunior third bascman Melvin
Castillo (Danbury), junior centerfielder Joe Cousineau (Newington) and sophomore
rightficlder Jim Schult (Wappingers Falls, NY) all had three hits. Castillo drove m five runs
with o ground ball and single in the first game and doble and inple in the mighteap. Schuit alse
walked twice and Cousincau walked once. Freshman catcher Steve Camnuse (Ruotland, MA)
had a two-oul, bases-clearing triple in the top of the second of the opener. Junior second baseman
John Parke’s (Middleficld)y 14-game hitting streak ended in the first game.

Senior catcher Jordan Amorin (Swansea, MA), senior shortstop Josh Cardoso (Dartmouth, MA)
and Doyon cotlected all six of Rhode Isfand’s hits on the day. Each had two singles. The left side
ol the Rhode Isfand inficld of senior third baseman Jelf Costa (Pawtucket, R1) and Cardoso,
handled 23 chances with just one crror.

All five of Rhode Island’s runs on the day were unearned, on account ol six Fasten errors,

Fastern visits Bridgewater State College in a non-conference game Wednesday at 3:30 pam

:
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Wednesday, April 8, 2009

SIX-RUN EIGHTH PROPELS EASTERN BASEBALL PAST SPRINGFIELD, 16-2
Top four hitiers in lineup drive in eight runs for No. I nationally-ranked Warriors

SPRINGFIELD, Mass. — Senior All-America Shawn Gilblair’s (Windham) leadoff
home run in the eighth inning ignited a six-run rally as the Eastern Connecticut State
University bascball tcam dropped Springfield College, 10-2, Wednesday aftermoon at
Berry-Allen Field.

Gnlblarr doubled to lead off the sixth mning and scored to give Fastern a 3-2 lead, then
smacked his 23" career home run lcading ofT the eighth to ignite a six-run uprising.
Ranked No. 1 1n Division 1 for the last three weeks, Fastern (19-3) had five hits in the
cighth inning and made the most of an mficld error which accounted for five uncarned
runs. Sophomote rightliclder Jim Schult’s (Wappingers Falls, NY) two-out bascs-
clearing double - his only hit of the game -- capped the six-run inning.

Sophomore righty Jim Morrison (Old Savbrook) and first-year sophomore lelty transler
Danny Schmiemann {Sea CHlt, NY) subdued Springflield (5-163} on five hits.
schmiemann pitched the final four hitless innings to gain his [irst save afier taking over
for Morrison (2-0) after the {irst two batters of the sixth had reached safely with singles,
With the tying run on sccond. Schmiemann got two strikeouts and an outfield ly ball to
[cave the bases loaded. Morrison allowed five hits while fanning four and walking two.
Ome of the two runs he allowed was uncarned.,

The top tour batters in the Eastern order combined to knock in cight runs with cight hits.
They also scored five times. Batting second. junior second baseman Johin Parke
(Middletield) hit safely in his 12" consecutive game. Parke, who had a 2 1-game hitting
streak last year, was 2-for-4 with two runs scored and two RBIL Gilblair fed all players
with three hits, moving him to within three of becoming the 15" player in program
history with as many as 200 hits. First-ycar sophomore outficlder Robert Perry
{(Manchester) and senior first basenian Tristan Hobbes (Utica, NY) matched Parke with
two hits cach.

The Warriors had 14 hits and no errors in the game, upping their team batting average to
353 and improving their fielding average to 947, The stafl ERA also dropped to 3.13.

Fastern host Western New England College Thursday at 3 p.m.

E-MAIL: molta@easternct.edu
WEB SITE: http:/fwww.easternct.edu/depts/athletics
MAILING ADDRESS: Sports Center, Eastern Connecticut State University, 83 Windham St
Willimantic, CT 06226
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Tuesday, April ég 2009

THREE-RUN LEAD DISAPPEARS AS EASTERN BASEBALL FALLS, 7-5

Mouniclair State scores five times in seventit to hand No. 1 Warriors 7-5 sethack

LITTLE FALLS, N.J. -- An inning-opening inficld error opened the door for a [ive-run
Montclair State University seventh inning that lifted the Red Hawks to @ come-from-
behind 7-5 win over the Eastern Connecticut State University bascball team Tuesday
allernoon at Yogi Berra Stadium.

Lastern (18-3}, ranked No. 1 in Division 111, carried a 5-2 lead into the seventh before the
hosts scored five times on an crror, hit batter and four singles. No. 9 hitter Kevin Miller
broke a 5-5 tiec with a two-out, two-run single up the middle.

The meeting was the first between programs which have combined for seven national
championships since Hastern climinated the Red Hawks from the 2008 NCAA Division
Il New York Regional, 14-0. Montclair has beaten Lastern five of the fast seven times
the teams have met.

Junior John Parke (Middicfickd) cxtended bis hitting streak to 11 games with itwo hils
and two runs scored. First-vear sophomore Robert Perry (Manchester) had three hits
and scored a run and sentor All-America Shawn Gilblair (Windham), freshman Steve
Cammuso (Rutland, MA) and senior Tristan Hobbes (Utica, NY) all had two hits.

Junior lefty Wes Button (Waterbury) allowed only twe hits i four innings of nuddle
relief alter taking over in the third inning.

The third of three pitchers, Montelair senior righty Michacl Streaman gained his third win
without a loss. Streaman Faced only one batter over the minimum after taking over in the
sixth after junior Melvin Castillo (Danbury) drove in a Parke with a single that gave the
Warriors a 5-2 lead. Streaman stranded two runners aboard by getting a {1y ball to center
ficld. Eastern reached Streaman for two hits in the seventh but couldn’t add to its lead,
and went down in order tn the last two innings.

Sophomore Mike Lreolano went 3-for-3 with two RB! as the Red Hawks moved past the
500 mark for the first time this season. Hastern has dropped two ol its last four.

Eastern scored three times in the fourth on {our straight inning-opening hits and a walk to
move out to a 4-2 lead., and added another in the sixth. A wild pitch plated the first run in
the fourth and Bass stroked a two-run, opposite-{ield single to make it 4-2,

Bastern visils Springlicid College Wednesday at 3:30 pom.

-34-
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Sunday, April 3, 2009

EASTERN ROLLS PAST PLYMOUTH IN LEC DOUBLEHEADER SWEEP
Warriors collect I5 extra-base hirs among their 39 hits in 20-0, 13-1 victories

MANSFIELD, Conn. - Senior All-America Shawn Gilblair (Windham) had seven hits,
drove in seven runs and scored six and won his 23 career piiching decision to power the
Eastern Connecticut State University baseball team to 20-0, 13-1 Little East Conference
wins over Plymouth State University Sunday afternoon at the Eastern Baseball Stadium.

The second game was stopped in accordance with the ten-run rule which applies to the
second game of conference doubleheaders.

Ranked No. 1 in Division 111, Eastern (18-2, 3-2 littie east) compiled 39 hits — 15 of them
for extra bases — in extending its winning streak against Plymouth State (5-11, 1-3 little
east) to 18 straight. The Warriors were coming off Saturday’s 4-3 conference loss at
Massachusettts Dartmouth.

Gilblair (3-1), the 2007 national Player-of-the-Year, pitched seven shutout innings of
threc-hit baseball in the first game, when he was also 4-for-5 with four runs scored and
four RBI. Three of his hits were doubles, which ties an Eastern game record. As the
second game designated hitter, Gilblair was 3-for-4 with two runs scored, two RBI and a
walk.

Juntor Mike Palo (Brookfield) had six hits in the doubleheader, and senior Tristan
Hobbes (Utica, NY) had four. Juniors Melvin Castillo (Danbury), Travis Bass (West
Hartford) and John Parke (Middlefield), and sophomores Jim Schult (Wappingers
Falls, NY) and Robert Perry (Manchester) had three each. Junior Andrew Dewing
(Swampscott, MA) swatted a grand slam to highlight an 11-run third inning in the
second game. In that inning, Paolo singled and tripled and scored a run, Castillo walked,
homered and scored twice, Gilibair had two RBI singles and scored twice, and Schult
doubled home a run and scored and hit a sacrifice fly.

E-MAIL: molta@easternct.edu )
© WERBSITE: http:/fwww.easternct edu/depts/athletics ™ :
MAILING ADDRESS: Sports Center, Eastern Connecticut State University, 83 Windham St.
Willimantic, CT 06226
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Castitlo scored six runs and drove in five and also reached twice by walk in the

. . ~ - . 4 .
doublcheader. . He tripled and homered in the first game and hit his 33™ home run in the
nighteap, moving him into a tie for fourth all-time, five behind all-time leader Don Fusari
78,

First-year juntor transfer Will Musson (Wethersfield) improved his pitching record to 4-0
as the second-game starter. He gave up only two hits and one run over the first six
nnings.

Lastern hosts Western New England College Monday at 4 p.m.
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fittle east conference
Saturday, April 4, 2009

UMASS DARTMOUTH SURPRISES EASTERN BASEBALL. 4-3

A winner of five games last year, Corsairs upend Warriors in Little East play

NORTH DARTMOUTH, Mass. - The University of Massachusetts Dartmouth baseball
team equaled its entire win total of a year ago by scoring the go-ahead run after there
were two out and none on in the bottom of the seventh inning for a 4-3 Little East
Conference victory over FHastern Conneclicut State University Saturday afternoon at
Corsair Park.

The win over No. [-nationally Eastern (16-2, 1-2 little east) follows UMass Dartmouth’s
(5-13, 3-0 little cast) doubleheader sweep of 2008 conference regular-season and
tournament champion Keene State College a week ago. The Corsairs sustained their
worst overall season in program history last year and finished last in the conference with
a 2-12 record. The win snaps a seven-game losing strcak for UMass at the hands of
Eastern.

The game was the makeup of Friday’s washout.

UMass scored what proved o be the winning run in the bottom of the seventh inning with
a two-out rally prolonged by an inficld error. With two out and none on, No. 9 hitter Zac
Talis walked. An infield error on a stolen base attempt put him on second base, where
leadoff hitter Ryan McDermott singled him in to give the hosts a 4-3 lead.

Fastern had tied the game af 3-3 by scoring an unearned run in the top of the seventh
when junior Chris Thomson (Montville) reached on a fielder’s choice, pinch runner
Mike Palo (Brookfield) moved to second on a passed ball, to third on a fly ball, and
scored on a wild pitch.

With one out in the ninth, senior first baseman Tristan Flobbes (Utica, NY) doubled, but
relief pitcher Kyle Merrill snared Palo’s line drive and doubled Hobbes” pinch runner to
end the game. '

Starting pitchers Matt Fontaine (Cranston, RI) of Eastern and junior righty Adam
Gustafson of UMass each allowed only onc earned run among the three runs each was

charged with. The win was the first after two losses for Gustafson who limited Eastern to

(more)

E-MAIL: molta@easternct.edu
- WEB SITE: hitp:/iwww.easternct. edu/depts/athletics™
MAILING ADDRESS: Sports Center, Eastern Connecticut State University, 83 Windham St.
Willimantic, CT 06226
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seven hits before giving way to Merriil following [Tobbes™ double. Fontaine gave up
oaly four hits through six innings while striking out five and walking one, but left on the
short end of'a 3-2 score. Junior lefty Wes Dutton (Watebury) allowed one hit and enc
carned run. He sustained his first foss in his [irst decision, but towered his ERA (o 1.06.
Fontaine’s ERA also dropped under 2,00 to 1.99.

Junior middle inficlders John Parke (Middlefield) and Travis Bass (West Hartford)
cach had two hits for Eastern, with Parke extending his hitting streak to eight.

Lastcrn hosts Plymouth State Universily in a conference makeup doubleheader Sunday at
nOOIL.

-30-



Wednesday, April 1, 2009

EARLY EXPLOSION LIFTS NO. 1 EASTERN BASEBALL PAST AMHERST
Hobbes’ two-run triple highlights five-run first inning as Warriors improve to 16-1

MANSIFIELD, Conn. -~ Senior first baseman Tristan Hobbes (Utica, NY) slammed a two-run
triple to highlight a five-run first inning as the No. | nationally-ranked Fastern Connecticut State
University bascball team downed Amberst College, 9-6, Wednesday afiernoon at the Eastern
Baseball Stadium.

Bastern (16-1} led 8-1 after three innings before Amherst (8-7) scored five runs in the nuddle
iniings on seven hits, a walk and hit batsman to cut the gap to the (inal margin. Junior lefty Wes
Dutton {(Waterbury) and junior righty Will Musson (Wethersfield) preserved sophomore righty
Jim Schult’s {(Wappingers Falls, NY) second win this year without a loss by combinming on 3
73 innngs of hitless relief. To 15 innings over eight outings this year, Dutton lowered his FRA 1o
1.20.

In the first inning, Eastern had six hits, including the two-run triple by Hobbes, an RBI double by
Chris Thomson {Montville) and RBI singles by Shawn Gilblair (Windham) and Robert Perry
(Manchester). The first four Eastern batters reached safely against Amherst starter Hayden Melz
(Ridgefield}), a freshman righty, who sustaincd his first foss aller two wins in his [irst collegiate
start, Metz was lifted alter the irst three batters of the second inning also reached safely.

Senior first baseman Brendan Powers’ (Walpole, MA) second home run this year in 17 at-bats
was a two-run shot in the fifth inning and pulled Amherst to within 9-4. The Lord Jefls cut the
deficit 1o 9-6 by scoring iwo maore i the sixth when they chased Schull by recording three hits,
including a leadoff double by pinch hitter Angus Schaller and RBF singles by sophomore
leftfielder Brian Merrigan (Holbrook, MA) and sophomore centerficlder Scott Shaffer (Boulder,
C0O). Button stranded two runners with a ground ball to first base to end the threat and Musson
carned his first save with a 1-2-3 ningh,

After opening the first inning with a single, junior second baseman Joha Parke (Middlefield)
recorded his 100" career hit with a leadoff single in the second inning.

Batting {-2 in the order, Parke and Travis Bass (West Hartford) each had two hits and scored a
run, Gilblair was 2-for-3 with two rung and two RBLE He launched his second home run of the
scason leading off the fourth inning. Steve Cammuso (Rutland, MA) also had two hits and
scored a run. He had an RBI double m the third.

Lastern visits Massachusetts Dartmouth Friday at 3:30 p.m1. m a Little East Cenlerence game.
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